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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE

HIS volume presents, for the first time, an English version

of a notable work which has remained for half a century

the standard authority upon an important and fascinating branch
of medieval history.

Notwithstanding an assertion to the contrary which has
found its way into several leading works of reference, Reinhart
Dozy’s Histoire des Musulmans d'Espagne—originally published in
1861—has never been reprinted, and, having consequently become
scarce and costly, is little known except to historical specialists.
The reason why no second edition was issued of a book at once so.
brilliant and so profound will be made apparent in the Biographical
Introduction ; it is here only necessary to reeord the fact. In
1874, however, o German translation of the Ilistoire was made
under the direction of Dr. Wolf Wilhelm, Graf von Baudissin, and
this version, to which Dozy contributed some emendations of the
original, has frequently been consulted during the preparation of
the present volume: a Spanish version (by F. de Castro, late.
Professor of Spanish History in the University of Seville), pub-
lished in 1877, has also occasionally been found useful for purposes
of reference.

In 1881, two years before the historian’s death, there appeared
the Third Edition—corrected and considerably enlarged-—of his
Recherches sur U'Histoire et la Littérature de UEspagne pendant le
moyen dge : from this work, which is of the highest value to the
student of early Spanish history, supplementary notes have been
selected, and in some cases additions and corrections thence de-
rived have been embodied in the text.

The present translation is entirely unabridged, and aims at
being faithful without being baldly literal: the footnotes have
been modified by the omission of those which appealed essentially
to AraBic scholars, and the substitution of others of more general
interest—selected mainly from the historian’s own works and
more recent sources. '

.. » Lists of authorities are appended to each chapter (with one or
two necessary exceptions), while the full titles of the printed works

cited in an abbreviated form, together with precise references to -
. . xi



xii TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE
the manuseripts consulted by the author, sve fully set furth in an
Appendix.

In the transliteration of Oriental names-—which, of eourse,
had to be underteken afresh—certain ineonsistencies, imcidenial
to a compromise, will be observed. After eareful consideration,
I determined to omit the dincritical marks, distinguishing allied
consonants from one another. While they are needless for the
Arabic scholar, there is little doubt, on the other hund, that the
uninitiated reader regards them with something of the resentful
perplexity with which decimal points are said to huve inspired
a famous statesman, The use of consonantal compounds for
the same purpose is also not without its drawbacks, Simplicity,
after all, has its charms, and even Hajjij, the introducer of
diacritics, would probably have admitted that his name thus
written conveys as near an approach to its true pronunciation es
the * Chaddschiidsch  of the German version, I have, further,
unhesitatingly preserved lormas which, though anovmalous, have
become familiarized to Ynglish eyes; but sinee this practive
has been condoned by sundry cminent authositios, for old
friends such as “ Mohammed,” * Meeen,” " Koran,” ™ Kwdy,”
and “ Almenzor,” T trust no formamd apotogy s needed,

The Map, which has been specindly desigued for the wark, iy
mainly based on Maps No. 15 amd 16 of the Spraner-Menke
Historical Atlas; it indicates some acdditional places and omits
irrelevant names, (A considersble number of places nwntioned
by the early chroniclers cannot, however, now be identified.)

I desive gratefully to acknowledge my obligalions to Bir W,
Muir’s Life of Mohammad (New ¥dition, hy ‘I, IL Weir, 1912),
M. Clément Humt’s History of Arabic Literatwre (1908), rnd more
especially Mr. R. A. Nicholson’s Literary History uf the Adrals (1007),
which I have had constantly at my side. (In one instance I huve
appropriated, almost inevitably, Mr. Nicholson’s version of a
sentence from the Histaoire.)

In the preparation of the Biographical Introduction I have
mainly relied, for the facts, upon the sketch of the historian’s
life presented by M. J. de Goeje to the Royal Academy of Sciences,
et Amsterdam (Jaarboek van de Koninklijke dkademie van Welen-
schappen gevestigd te Amsterdam, 1888, pp. 12-52), and translated
into French by M. Victor Chauvin, . M. Gustave Dugat’s Histoire
des Orientalistes de U Ewrope (1870) has also been of service: the
writer was & personal friend of Dozy, who undoubtedly supplied
him with information relating to his carly years, 1 have also
had, the -advantage of consulting, for genealogicnl details, the
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admirable Family History, by a kinsman of the historian, which
has been very recently published.

The Index has been compiled afresh, and is much fuller than
that appended to the original work.

That there are no material errors to be detected in the execution
of an undertaking which has proved by no means a light task
I searcely venture to hope, and I ean only trust that they are not

numerous. Any corrections with which I may be favoured will
be heartily welcomed.

F. G. STOKES,

Lonpon, 1013,






BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION

ALENCIENNES, and the adjoining districts of Hainault,

witnessed much fierce fighting during the second half of the
sixteenth century. Though defended by strong ramparts and deep
monts, the fortress was captured by Philip de Noircarmes in 1567,
and delivered up to the vengeance of his troops. Five years later
it was wrested from the Spaniards, only to fall again immediately
into their hands, But notwithstanding its vicissitudes as a strong-
hold, Valenciennes was looked upon as a harbour of refuge by the
peasants and villagers of its environs. Harassed by the depreda-
tions of a hrutal soldiery, and exposed to savage outrages of every
kind, the hapless country-folk flocked within its walls to seek
comparative security, and many of the refugees who settled there
beeae thrifty and industrious burghers who adopted surnames
reminiscent of their ancestral homes.

If it eannot be rigorously proved that from a family of these
refugees the immediate forefathers of the historian of Moorish
Spain were descended, it is at least extremely probable that such
was their origin,

The connecting link is ready at hand. At a short distance
from Valencicnnes, between Cambrai and Doual, lay the seigneury
of Qisy. In a Gazetteer published early in the eighteenth century?
it is recorded that the hamlet even then contained seventy-eight
jnhabitants, and that the domain of Oisy formerly gave its name
to a noble family which supplied the hereditary Constable of
Cambrai. That many of the inhabitants of the village betook
themselves to the town in the troublous times we have referred to,
and were still proud to speak of themselves as “ Oisy folk,” seems
a reasonable inference. The conjecture, moreover, is supported
" by & very apposite fact, for it is certain that in 1608 there was
living in Valenciennes one Frangois Dozy, or Doizy [d’Oisy], from
whom Dr. G. J. Dozy has traced, in an erudite genealogical work

1 Dictionnaire Universel de lo France ancienns e modorne et de lo Nouvells

France, Parls, 1720,
Xv
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recently published,? the descent of the nunerous hranches of the
family now flourishing in the Netherlands.

It must suffice here to add that in 1647 the fanmily quitted
‘Valenciennes for Holland, and may theneeforth he vlnimed by the
land of their adoption.

On February 21, 1820, Sora Marin (nde Vam Lelyveld), wife of
Francois Jaques Dozy, physician, of Leyden, hore him a son who
was christened * Reinhart Pieter Anue,”” but who, as the title-
pages of his chief works testify, usually eontented himself in after
life with his first baptismal name. His mother having died when
he was nine years old, the boy’s early education was entrusted to
Heer Van Veen at Wassenaar, whence he was removed to a school
at Hattem. He made such good progress that at the age of
fourteen he became a pupil of Dr. J. J. de Gelder, in order to be
prepared for a university career, and so well had the boy employed
bis time at the preparatory schools that his tutor has recorded
that he already had a competent knowledge of French, Germun,
and English,

De Gelder was accustomerd to teach the elements of Avabie to
those of his pupils who studied Theology, and, shserving young
Dozy's aptitude lor languages, he oflered Lo instrael him in that
tongue, The lad eagerly grasped the opportunity thus affopded
him, and studying the subject, as n mere parergon, in his spore
time, outstripped all his fellows,  For the rest, it iy be reeorded
that he displayed a linguist’s healthy distaste for mathemantios,
but that his interest in other branches of knowledge was so wide
that his tutor feared lest—in emulation of Whewel], nnd to the
sacrifice of sound scholarship in s limited field-—omniscience
might become his foible,

-In September, 1887, Dozy entered the University of Leyden,
and in the Faculty of Letters at once attracted the attention of
Professor Weijers, a young and brilliant philologist, who with
great zeal devoted all his time to his pupils, and hence, while doing
admirable work as an able and stimulating lecturer, was not
destined to achieve literary fame. No teacher could have been

! De Familie Dozy Gensalogie on Geschiedenis, toor Dr. {naltherus Jucob Doy,
s-Gravenhage, 1911, . :

* The historlan’s pedigree may thus he summarised, the numes of the wives
being given in italies, and (;) belng used to divide successive generstiony ; ‘

Francois Dozy (living in 1603); Pierre Dosy (d, 1647) ; Frangois Dony (1610~
1670), Jeanns de !'Bspine} Pierve Douy (1848~1712), Hsther Drolenvaus Juequos
Dozy (1686-1766), Murie de Pla; Abraham Iendrik Dozy (1720-1778), T35
Kiers ; Pioter Dozy (1702-1836), Anna van Dijk; Frangoly Jaques Dozy (1703~
1874), Sora Maria van Lelyveld ; Reinbart Pieter Aine Dozy.
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better suited to eurb Dozy’s tendeney to dilettontism than
Weijers, who had a passion for minute aceuracy as well as a lucid
precision of exposition which had no tinge of pedantry, and the
master's insistence on the supreme importance of exactitude had
a lifelong influence on the pupil, with whom he read Arabie,
Ilebrew, Chaldee, and Syriae,

The ardeut student of eighteen desired, however, to scale
forthwith the alluring heights of Oriental poetry. But Weijers,
who looked upon the matter with the eyes of a philologist and a
grammarian, dissuaded Dozy from pursuing his too fascinating
dream, and suggested Arabian history as a preferable subject
for him to attack.

The young student, soon growing wearied and bewildered over
the barren chronicle of countless battles and the shifting scenes
of transient dynasties, not unnaturally became disheartened.
Cnsting about, therefore, for a more congenial outlet for his ener-
gies, he was attracted by the subject of lexicography. Freytag’s
Lewicon Aralico-Latinwm, though an esteemed work, was meagre
and wnsatisfactory for Furopean students, sinee it was a mere
compilation {from Arabic dictionarics, and, being confined to the
* classical 7 language of the Koran, its pages might be ransacked
in vain for a multitude of words used by later writers, To cnlmge
his vocabulary, Dozy accordingly took up the works of Eticnne
Mare Quatremére and studied them with great thoroughness,
giving especial attention to the valuable notes, which he learnt
almost by heart.

In December, 1841, the Royal Institute proposed as a sub;ect
for competition a thesis thus specified :

De vestibus, quibus Arabes utriusque sexus diversis temporibus et in
diversis terris usi sunt, ant ctism nune uluntur, sic exponatur, ut, post
brevem de universis disputationem, singnle secundum ordinem litterarum

Arabicarum deinceps recenseatur, earumque forma, materia atque usus.
explicentur,

In short, 2 monograph on Arabian costume was demanded..
The subject instantly appealed to young Dozy’s restless intellect..
Yet the preliminary labour would be very severe if intrinsically-
valuable results were to be reached. A mass of manuscripts.
must be consulted, the most intricate researches must be made,, -
and there was little more then a year in which to carry them out..

_Qulte undaunted, however, by the difficulties which confronted.
him, and undeterred by the warnings of friends, the enthusiastic:
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student flung himself into the task, So exeeplional were
the demands which he consequently made upon the resounvees of
the University Library that the authorities--amongst whom was
Weijers—were at last constrained to inform Dozy that the supply
must be cut short unless he could give o satisfactory reason for
his inordinate requisitions. The question was o most embars
rassing one; striet anonymity was imposed on the competitors---
and Weijers was one of the adjudicators, Dozy promptly cut the
Gordian knot, and informed Weijers, ** unoflicially,” of his intention.
The Professor was not a little astonished at his pupil’s audavity ;
he did not, however, attempt either to dissuade or encourage hin,
but merely gave him permission to use the library as freely as
he desired. The months flew by, but with the aid of a Ifriendly
amanuensis the essay, or rather treatise, was ready just in
time.

On November 20, 1848, the prize was awarded to the youth of
twenty-three. The conditions under which the treatise had heen
written naturally prevented it from being as complete as its
author desired ; but he immediately undertook to remedy itk de-
ficiencies, and in 1845 there appeared Doxy's fisst: published hook ¢
Dictionnaire détaillé des noms des vétements ches los Arabes- - n
valuable and brilliant picee of lexicographieal work displasing
great acumen and an immense width of reading,  The fomudn.
tion-stone of Dozy’s reputation as a profound schalar was seeurely
laid. -

Weijers had given a good deal of attention to the writings of the
Arabs of Spain, and he carly introduced José Antonio Conde’s
Historia de la dominacion de los Arabes en Espafia to his former
pupil’s notice. This work must be more fully referred to later;
it suffices here to mention that Dozy speedily recognised that it
was hopelessly uncritical and téemed with errors. Forthwith
he threw himself with ardour into the study of Spanish. In a
letter dated 1841 he had asked for a grammar and dictionary of
the language, and an edition of Don Quizote; * for,” he adils,
** Spanish T must learn!” Two years later he writes: “ I give
up all the time I can spare to Spanish. Thanks to my London
icorrespondent, I have already formed the best Spanish library

©in the place. Before collecting the belles-lettres, however, I"must
get together the books relating to the Middle Ages. . . . This will
not, I hope, take me long.”

This extract can scarcely fail to suggest what was indeed the.
case, namely, that Dozy possessed that inestimable advantage
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for the ambitions scholar —n well-filled purse. He never seems
to have made the slightest allusion to

“That eternal want of pence
Which vexes public men,”

Perbaps he regarded too lightly this boon which Fortune had
accorded him,  The poet may, conceivably, soar the higher if
not cneumbered by o superfluity of pelf; the novelist may evolve
romance from his own empty larder—but onc of the hisiorian’s
most inspiring volumes should be his bankers’ pass-book. An
impecunious Gibbon is almost unthinkable.

Dozy’s Spanish studies seem to have given him transient
thoughts of writing a book upon Lope de Vega. The unparalleled
mental activity of the prodigy who composed filteen hundred plays,
and could toss off an Kpie, in twenty books, as a mere interlude,
doubtless had its attraction {or a student of Dozy’s untiring in-
dustry; but his energies were forlunately diverted inlo another
channel,  1le had for some time meditated writing an accurate
history of some cpisode of the Moslem dominion in Spain, and,
having accumulated valuable materials from hitherto unexplored
sources, by Lhe time he had completed his prize cssay he had
selested a very promising subject, numely, the strange and
romantic history of the family of the ‘Abbidids, who reigned in
Seville after the downfall of the Omayyad Khalils (A.n. 1025-1091).

In 1844, Dozy—who had just procecded to the degree of
Doctor—married Maria Carolina van Goor den Oosterlingh, Of
her it must suflice here Lo record that she proved an excellent and
sympathetic wife to the student whose lifelong companion she
was destined to be. (She died in 1901, having survived her
hushand [or eighteen yenrs.)

Though one of the most important cvents ol the scholar’s
placid life, Dozy’s marriage scarcely interrupted his literary
pursuits, The honeymoon was spent in Germany, and the bride-
jgroom. seized the opportunity thus afforded him of making the
acquaintance, at Leipsic, of the eminent Orientalist Heinrich
Fleischer—thus initiating a [riendship which lasted, with one
unfortunate lapse, for ncarly forty years; he also made careful
researches in sundry libraries for manuscripts bearing on the
‘Abbddids.

L ¢ 11 wétalt pas obligé de considérer lo acience comme un gagne-pain, ce qui a

it 1o riste gorte do tani d'anlres; car dans ce cas il se méle tonjours un peu de

sang anx suours du savanl pauvre'—G. Dugat, Uist, des Orienialistes de I Burope,
1870, 1. 40,
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His investigations were unexpeetedly rewarded. In a manu-
seript at Gotha—wrongly described as a fragment of ul-Makkari'y
History of Spain, but really a portion of Ibn Bassim’s Dzalkhive
(A.D, 1109)—he discovered a valuable document heuring on the
Cid Campeador. This included a letter from an Arah tuken
prisoner by the Cid at Valencia, and since Ihn Bassim's work was
written only ten years after Rodrige’s death, it is anterior hy
thirty-two years to the Latin Chronicle, written in the south of
France, which had hitherto been regarded as the earliest source.
As Mr. H. E. Watts has remarked, * this document settled for ever
the question of the Cid’s identity.” Dozy instantly recognised
the importance of his discovery, and great was his satisfaction
when he was permitted to take the precious manuseript away with
him for further examination. From this event dates the rise of
his wider project of a comprehensive history of Moorish Spain.

In the Spring of 1845 Dozy visited Oxford, to make extracts
from Oriental MSS., and in the Bodleian Library reaped an nbund-
ant harvest. It may be mentioned that, ever on the alert, he
incidentally discovered there two medieval Duteh poems hitherto
unknown.

On his return. to Leyden, Dozy planned the issue of o series of
Arabic texts, to be published by subseviption,  The flrst, voliune,
which appeared in 1846, was the Comnentaive historigue o€ fhn-
Badroun sur le poeme d'Ihn-Abdoun ; this was aecompanicd by &
complete apparatus of introduction, nates, glossnry and index.
The historical interest of this volume lies in the fact that Ibn
Badrfin—who lived at Seville in the twellth century—in his
Commentary-on Ibn Abdiin’s poem, which had for its subject the
fall of the Aftas family, throws important light on the period of
the Almoravide invasion of Spain.

During the same year Dozy was appointed ddjutor Interpretis
legati Warneriani, and was entrusted with the cornpilation of a
catalogue of Oriental MSS., a task which, as might have been
expected, was admirably executed, In 1847, at the expense of
the (London) Society for the Publication of Oriental Texts, there
appeared, in English, The History of the Almohades by Abdy'l-
wahid al Marrékosht, preceded by a sketch of the History of Spain,
Jrom the times of the conquest Wll the reign of Yusof Ibn-Tishifin,
and of the history of the dlmoravides. This history of the African
dynasty which succeeded the Almoravides, by ‘Abd al-wdhid of
Morocco, was edited by Dozy from a MS. in the Leyden librar=-
In the same year the industrious scholar published the first part
of his Notices sur quelques manuserits arabes~—a work which was



INTRODUCTION Xxi

completed in 1851 and in 1818 the first volune of Ihn Adhdrfs
Wistory of Africa and Spain (Al-Bayin al-2f ughrib) —with notes,
glossary and introduction  followed.

The more Dozy studied the Arab historians, the more impressed
he was by the grave defeets of Conde’s much belauded work,
amd he eventually made up his mind, in the interests of historieal
seienee, to prick the bubble of the Spuniard’s reputation. But
though Conde, who dicd in 1820, had long been immune from
personal attacks, the fame of his posthumous Ilistoria de la domnina-
cion de los Arabes was firmly established, and to assail a work of
Yuropean celebrity with any hope of success it was necessary to
be armed ot all points. Dozy accordingly devoted several months
to Further rescarches amongst the somewhat jejune pages of the
Christian chroniclers, and then—Ilecling the ground firm beneath
his feet—he published his Recherckes sur Ulhistoire politique et litté-
raire de PEspagne pendant le moyen dge. This volume, which
appeared in 1849, fell like a thunderboll on Conde’s {ollowers,
As noeritie, Dozy - espeeinlly in his earlier days—could be not only
severe but mereiless upon oceasion, and never did he wield his
weapons more ruthlessly than in the present instance, Conde, ne-
cording Lo his assailunt, knew litllemore of Arabic than the alphabet:
“ Binging an inagination of extreme [fertility to the aid of a
knowledge searcely elementary, he has, with unparalleled impu-
denee ** - we are told— “ forged dates by the hundred, and invented
fuets by 1he thousand - always under the [alse pretence that he
is Iaithfully Lranslaling Arabic iexts. In the words of Pierre
Corcille :

¢ Vois que fourbe sur fourbe & nos yeux il eniasse,
Et ue fait que jouer des tours de passe-passe !’
Le Menteur, v. 7.”

“ How strange it is,” he continues, * that cven eminent Oriental-
ists should have allowed themselves to be iricked into following
such a Jack-a-lantern |

Dozy’s attack upon the Spanish historian speedily carried con-
viction Lo the minds of those who were best qualified to form a
judgreent upon the subject. The fallen idol was trampled upon
by its former worshippers. Ernest Renan, [or instance, in an
arlicle contributed to the Jowrnal des Débats, endorses Dozy’s
strictures in scathing terms. “Conde’s History,” he writes, “swarms
“with bluhders, and passages of sheer nonsense. He makes two,
or even three, persons out of o single individual. In his pages,
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men die twice—and sometimes before they ave horn: Arabic
infinitives become the names of populous cities : non-existent.
characters play imaginary parts.  In making use of Thn al-Abbnr’s
Biographical Dictionary, Conde did not ohserve that certain
sheets had been misplaced by o book-binder's crror: he conse-
quently jumbles at random the lives of eminent men of the fourth
and fifth centuries of the Mohammedan era, and trinmphantiy
extricates himself from the resulting welter by the aid of cuck-
and-bull stories of the most diverting kind 1

And yet a counsel for the defence could have pleaded not «
few extenuating eircumstances on the luckless Conde’s behalf,
Appointed interpreter to Joseph Bonaparte, and hencefurwurd
regarded as little else than o traitor to his country, he was exiled
{rom Spain by the Government of ¥erdinand VII, and his name
was erased from. the list of members of the Spanish Academy and
of the Academy of History, Deprived of his post as Librarvinn
of the Hscorial, he was, moreover, eut off from aceess to the
Oviental manuseripts there tremsured. In T81H, he took refuge
in France, and on his return he was not allowed to visit Madeid
until 1816. Kour years later he died in such abject poverty tHud
his friends alone saved him from the indignity of n pruper's bavial,
The first volume only of his History had heen corrected by its
author ; the other two were compiled from Uhe manuseript by the
scarcely qualified hand of Don Juan Tineo. It may be added
that the American writer George Ticknor, in the Preface to his
History of Spanish Lilerature, gracefully acknowledges the assist-
ance afforded him by Conde, and speaks of him as ** o retired,
gentle, modest scholar,” who had alrcady * tasted the bitterness
of political exile and had been reduced to honourable poverty."

But it did not enter into the head of the prosperous scholar of
Leyden to make allowances for the difficulties under which the
Spanish historian laboured. Historical inaccuracy was in Dozy’s
eyes a crime—and the slipshod historian, a eriminal.,
. Of late years a more lenient view of Conde’s delinquencies has
prevailed. It is recognised that he was, after all, a pioneer—
ill-equipped, doubtless, for his great undertaking, but, for all
. that, a zealous and strenuous explorer, Few would now be in-
clined to go beyond Mr. Stanley Lane-Poole’s temperate judgment
of the Historia, as being ““a book of considerable literary merit
but very slight historical value, and the source of most of the
. errors that are found in later works.” 1In short, if Conde’s boole~
had been regarded by his immediate successors as a bold but
rough sketch, needing much modification and correction before
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being worked up into a picture, all would have been well : but it
was extolled by writers unable to check his treatment of the
original authorities, ns n work of impeccable crudition, and the
ultimate catastrophe might have been forescen,

Condle, however, was not the only historian who fell under the
eritic’s lash in the Recherches. Dozy treated none too tenderly
the translation by his own friend Don Pascnal de Gayangos of
al-Makkar’s Ilistory of the Mohammedan Dynastics in Spain
(London, 1848), and in this casc the acerbity of his tone is much
less excusable. Don Pascual’s work, it is true, is not free from
inaccuracies, but it is none the less of great value to the student
who is unacquainted with Arabie, and the elaborate notes, as
Mr, Lane-Poole observes, present a mass of valuable materiel
which can be obtained nowhere else. It may here pertinently
be remarked that learned Spain felt no grudge against the foreign
critie, for in 1851 Dozy was elected Corresponding Member of the
Academy of History, of Madrid, and in 1858 the dignity of Com-
mancder of the Orvder of Charles TIT was conferred on him.

Ten years later, materials for o Second Part of the Recherches
had been necumulated, and since the earlier volume was nearly
out of print, Dozy simultuneously reissued it. Dut in this revised
edit?on, although the pith of the original preface was reproduced,
the bitterly polemical portions of the original text found no place.
The writer’s motives for their omission were probably twofold.
In the first place, as he himself tells us, he felt that his criticisms .
of Conde, having done their deadly work once for all, were no
longer nceded ; while with regard to Don Pascual, a feeling of
something like compunction for the writer’s acrimony may safely.
be inferred, '

On Peerlkamp’s resignation of the Professorship of History at
Leyden, in 1850, Dozy was appointed to the vacant chair. On the
very day of his nomination he reccived perhaps the only severe
blow that ever marred the unruffled calm of his domestic happi-
ness, in the death of a fondly loved little son. “ La science,”
writes the historian charactevistically, * elle aussi, doit me venir
en aide, tout autant que Pamour et I'amitié.”

Dozy’s new post gave a new direction to his studies, and en-
largedhis outlook. No better preparation, in fact, could have been
devised for the historical masterpiece which was to see the light
eleven years later. At the outset, it is true, he had to devote a
«<reat pary of his time to his official duties. It is whispered that
there have been Professors who have looked upon their lectures
as irksome formalities to be perfunctorily discharged : how differ-
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ently Dozy regarded his responsibilities muy, however, he guthered
from a letter to M. de Vries writien in the Spring of hix liest yenr
of office. *“In the Long Vacation,” he says, ™ I hope to tackle
Swedish and Teclandie—I already know enongh Danish to read
historical works—{or 1 wish next vear to lecture ou the history of
the Normans in Europe.” Kach year, in fact, he chose w fresh
period for his diseourses, and it was ever his anim to inspive his
pupils with a genuine taste for historical studies ; but his imumense
range of reading and prodigious memory facilitated his tusk,

During five or six years, beginning with 1854, Dozy was at
intervals engaged—as a collahorator with G. Dugat, L. Krehl, and
W. Wright of Cambridge—in the preparation of an edition of the
Nafh al-T$b of al-Makkarl, This important work, written in the
seventeenth century, is the chief authority for the literary history
of Spanish Islam. It was primarily intended as the ngl.xphv of
a famous Vizier of Granada, hut the claborate * Introdnetion ™
constitutes a vast mine of ml‘m mation ou literary and political
matters, and it is this portion of Mukkari's hook which Dozy and
his colleagues issued, in five purts, under the title of Adnalectes
sur U Histoire et lu Littérature des Arvabes d) Bspugne (1835 -061),

In his attack on Conde, Dozy bind undoubtedly venderad an
important service to students of listory, bul the effeet of his
criticism had been mainly destruetive @ he haed demalished n fulse
and misleading picture, but he had left an emply frone,  The
nobler work of construction was now to be his, and yeur after yenr
he laboured assiduously at o task the {ulfilment of which seemed
to him almost a debt of honour. During these strenuous years
the only published productions of Dazy’s pen, apart from his shure
in the Analectes, were a few articles in De Gids (Amsterdam), one
of the principal literary periodicals of the Netherlands—mere
sparks from the workman’s anvil—on such varied subjects as the
Chansons de Geste of the cycle of Guillaume d’Orange; Russia
in the seventeenth century; Spain under Charles IIY; together
with occasional excursions into contemporary polities,

At length the formidable task was completed, and in 1861
there a.ppeared in four octavo volumes, Histoire des Musulmany
@' Espagne jusqw'd la Congquite de I Andalousie par les Almoravides
—~the work here presented to English readers.

The fowr volumes corresponded to the four somewhat over-
lapping sections into which, with excellent judgment, Dozy
divided his subject. A chronologically continuous murratives—
would have entailed confusion rather than perspicuity.

The materials with which the historian had to deal were of the
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utmost complexity and diversity. Broadly, the facts to be dealt
with were these: Spain, originally n Province of Rome, had,
during the decline of the Rmpire, been overrun by Barbarian
invaders—Alans, Vandals, Suevi, and finally Visigoths, Each of
these inroads, which occurred in rapid sucecssion, had left its
mark upon the inhabitants of the Peninsula, but the Visigothic
dominion proved enduring, ond lasted for two centuries, during
which the simple and hardy invaders gradually succumbed to the
same causes of corruption and decadence as had their Roman
predecessors.  Farly in the eighth century a fresh invasion took
place, of a wholly different character. Across the Straits of
Gibraltar there poured a strange host from the South and East
—a multitude of dark-skinned warriors from Arabia, Syria,
Egypt, and Northern Alrica, who found Spain an easy prey. Fired
by religious fervour and the lust of conquest, the Moslem hordes
spread rapidly over all save the extreme north of the Iberian
Peninsula, fnd, passing the Pyrences, threatened all Western
Europe wntil cheeked by the great Christian vietory of Tours.
But in Spain itsclf their dominion seemed destined to endure,
fostering, as it did, o civilization in many respeets higher than
Europe then knew, It is true that Charles the Hammer had
l'eplﬂscd the Saracenie invasion of Irance, but the blow he dealt
tended rather to consolidate the Moorish Empire in Spain, It was
internal deeay, and not the pressure of external foes, which was
to cause that Fmpire to crumble into dust. For even when the
invaders landed, the germs of dissolution were present in their
midst, Centurics before, in the deserts of Arabia, filerce inter-
tribal feuds had existed—unending because inexplicable. These
animosities had becn transferred from the arid heights of Nejd and
the kindlier soil of * Araby the Blest > to the banks of the Guadal-
quiver and the Ebro—and thereby the West was saved.
To trace the history of these fatal feuds from their misty
origins to their tragic and far-reaching consequences—to indicate
the part played by the religious fervour of Christian zealots and
Khdrejite fanatics as well as by the philosophic scepticism of the
true Arab—to narrate the dissensions between Berbers and
Bedawin, and the bitter rivalries between the Christian States
even when threatened by a common foe—such are some of the
tasks which confront the historian who seeks to unravel the
tangled skein of the history of Medieval Spain. And this dis-
~=ntanglement Dozy effected with consummate art. In the First
Book he sketches, in bold strokes, the character of the pre-Islamic
Arabs, the blood-feuds of Yemenites and Ma‘addites, the career
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of the Prophet, the rapid sprend of the Moslem Fwmpive---the
occupation of Spain by Arabs nnd Berbers, and the resulting
jealousies and rivalries which arose hetween them.  The Seeond
Book deals primarily with the conquered people ; it Fakes us hack
to the Visigothic dominion, relates the Coneguest in another aspect,
describes the settlement of the country, the gallant but inetfeeiual
efforts of Christians and Renegndes to enst off the Mosjem yoke,
the thrilling episode of the Martyrs of Cordova, aud the attuine
ment to supreme power of the great Khalif *Ahd-er-Rabmin L
The Third Book continues the history of Spain under the Omuyyvad
Khalifs, The scholarly and peace-loving Hakam IT is suceeeded
nominally by the boy-Khalif Hishdm, but actually by the great
Prime Minister Almanzor, who makes his authority shsolute,
Almanzor’s domestic policy and victorious campnigns against the
Christians of the North are deseribed in seven vivid chapters,
The rest of this Book deals with the disastrous reigns of the
“ puppet Khalifs ” who in rapid succession ascended the throne
aftér the death of Almanzor, amd brings the history of the vountry
down to the year a.n. 1080, In the Fourth, and last, Book, the
tangled story of the republies, and dynasties of pelty prinees  Lhe
Reyes de T'aifas of Spanish historiang- which nrose apon the ruins
of the Khalifate, is unravelled with grent skifl: the revivh] of
inter-tribal jealousies, the rapid and inevitable deeay of Lhe
Moslem power, the fatal invitation sent to the Almaravides, the
second African invasion which resulted, and its inevitable vesults,
are vividly sct forth—the work aptly closing with the strange nnd
romantic history of al-Mu‘tamid of Seville, which, as Dr, Nicholson
has remarked, *reminds one of a sentence frequently oecurring
in the Arabian Nights : * Were it graven with needle-gravers upon
the eye-corners, it were a warner to whoso would be warned,”

Dozy’s magnum opus challenges comparison with the best
specimens of historical literature. In the words of o writer
eminently qualified to sit in judgment upon it, it is ““ at onve
judicious and profound, and. equally pleasing to the literary and
historical sense.” There have been, and perhaps still are, crities
who grudge to admit the compatibility of historical profundity
and. literary artifice. * Give us hard facts,” they say, in effect,
“ and no word-painting, . It is the historian’s duty to cfface hiwm-
self, to supply the student with an abundance of bricks, and to
allow him to be his own architect.” These pages are clearly not
the place for a discussion of this theory ; it is enough ta suy thube
it was not Dozy’s,

He delighted, on the contrary, in literary architecture, and
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attached, moreover, considerable importance to the removal of all
seaffolding nnd débris from the finished building—with the result
that the grace and lightness of the edifice suggest, perhaps, but
faintly the immense Inbour expended on the discovery and accumu-
lution of its materials. It cannot be denied that a lucid and
vivacious style may convey an impression of superficiality to the
unreflecting student : but the fault, which lies with the reader, is
excusable. When we admire the placid flow of a noble river in
its lower reaches, we scldom think of the cataracts over which it
has dashed, of the rocky obstacles through which it has forced its
way, and still less of the countless affluents which have contributed
to its flood. Yet, as Dozy reminds us in his Preface, the result of
the labour of weeks was often compressed into a paragraph of the
History—or, not seldom, was wholly rejected, as lying beyond the
scope of the work as he conceived it.

To the objection that Dozy relies mainly on Arab sources, and
therefore lacks impartiality, the reply is obvious. He was com-
pelled to rely on such sources when all others were lacking, But
he consulted every available authority, and if the Christian
wonals of the epoch are bold and scanty, he made the fullest
possible use of these meagre documents. A glance at the list of
Authorities given in the Appendix to the present volume will
suffice to show how deeply Dozy delved in that mine of Spanish
History, the Espate Sagrada. The Chronicles—often merve
fragiments-—of Isidorus Pacensis, Sebastian of Salamanca, the
Monks of Silos and Albelda, and twenty others, are frequently,
and respectfully, cited—and if these barren chronicles cannot
compare for copiousness and literary charm with the full-blooded
narratives of the Arab historians, no more blame attaches to
Dozy than to the struggling monastic writers who did their
best to hand on the flickering torch of learning in those dark
and stormy days. -

Nor are the personal anecdotes and romantic episodes, here
and there introduced in the very words of contemporary annalists
and poets, to be scorned by the purely scientific historian, Imagi-
nation may have coloured them; yet Southey’s advice to his
brother, who contemplated a History of the Crusades, is of the
soundest : * Omit,” says he, *“ none of those little circumstances
which give life to narration, and bring old menners, old feelings,
and old times before your eyes.” c
== Tt might be supposed that a work of such power and 9rigina,1it.y :
speedily won its way to popularity and placed its writer in his.
true position amidst the ranks of eminent historians. Yet—if the
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plain truth be told-—in Holland it attracted very slight attention,
and won neither popular esteem nor the eulogies of the learned.
The reason for this paradoxicnl negleet is, however, cusily explie-
able. Two years after its publication the History was worthily
reviewed in De Gids (18683, ii. pp. 411-162) hy Professor Veth,
In the course of a long and apprecintive eriticisin the writer makes
the cause of the * hoycott —-fur to this the trentment wecorded
the work by literary Holland amounted--perfectly plain,  Veth
gives the book the highest praise; he points out the immense
labour undertaken by Dozy, and the art with which he has con-
cealed it; he makes it clear that the historian had to make a
tabula rasa of all that had previously been written on the subject ;
and he goes on to record his opinion that had the book heen
written in Dutch it would instantly have been hailed as one of
the glories of the national literature.

Having thus furnished the clue to the mystery, the reviewer
emphasizes the cause of the slighting reception of the buok by
bluntly pointing out that the publication of & work s inportant,
by a Dutchman, in o foreigu langunge, was held by his fellow-
countrymen to be {lagrantly unpatriotie,  Such o seatinent on the
part of a small but prowd nationality is nalnral and wholly exes-
able: it is well known that Gibbon serivusly contemplated eonlpos-
ing The Decline and Fall in Yrench: the effect this would have
had upon its popularity in England can searcely be doubtful,
Yet the difficulty which confronted Dozy is obvisus. I he had
published his History in Dutch, however loudly it might have been
applauded in Holland, it would indubitably have been neglected
by the rest of Europe ; but knowing, on the other hand, that most
educated Hollanders were acquainted with French, he under-
estimated the chilling effect upon national sentiment produced
by the appearance of a Histoire when o Historie was looked
for. A century or two earlier such a work might conveniently
have been written in Latin—more or less canine—but that device
being inadmissible, Dozy chose as his medium a language perhaps
unrivalled for its universality, with the unfortunate and unex-
pected result that no second edition of the original work has ever
appeared. .

The historian was soon able to make some amends for the
apparent slight which he had cast on his national tongue, for in
1868 he enriched Dutch literature by an excellent book, Het
Islamisme—an essay on the History of Mohummedanisi, Thes
work—a contribution to a collection of histories of the prineipal
religions of the world—attained considerable popularity, heing
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reprinted, in 1880, and translated into French by M. Vietor
Chauvin,

In the comrse of writing the last-named treatise Dozy arrived
at certain results which he regarded as somewhat astonishing,
and in his Preface he promised to pursue the subject further.
In 1864 there accordingly appeared, also in Duteh, a volume
entitled Isracliten te Meklia, * The Ysraclites at Mecca.” Of this
work M. Gustave Dugat remarks that it is * considered by some to
be the best, and by others, the worst of all Dozy’s books. No
book gained him more praise in Holland—or more bitter criticism,
especially at the hands of the Jews of Germany.” It aimed at
proving that the ancient sanctuary of Mecca was founded in the
reign of Saul by a body of exiled Israelites of the tribe of Simeon
—that these Israelites there established the Great Festival of
Mecca—and that at the time of the Babylonian captivity a second
column of Israelites proceeded thither. The writer further argued
that the primitive worship of Israel was that of Baal and not of
Yahveh., An extended account of this theory must be sought
elsewhere ¢ it attracted much attention at the time, and Bishop
Colenso was found among its supporters.

The duties of the professorial chair, though, as we have seen,
taken with due seriousness by its occupant, did not prevent him
from wndertaking further labours. In 1866 there appeared
Description de PAfrique et de PEspagne, conteining the Arabie
text of al-Idvisi, based on the Paris and Oxford manuscripts,
together with a transiation, notes, and glossary. This valuable
section of the Moorish geographer’s great work had been taken
in hand by Dozy before 1864, and was now completed with the
collaboration of M. de Goeje. In the following year Dozy issued,
under the title of Oosierlingen, a list of Dutch words derived from
Arabic, Hebrew, Persian, and other Oriental sources, and this was
followed, in 1869, by a corrected and greatly enlarged edition of
W. H. Engelmann’s Glossary of Spanish and Portuguese words
dertved from the Arabic. This was awarded the Volney Prize by
the French ‘ Academie des Inscriptions et belles-lettres,” July
16, 1860.

On retiring from his post as Rector, early in the same year,
Dozy chose as the subject of his farewell oration: *‘De causis
cur Mohammedanorum cultura et humanitas pre ea que Chris-
tianorum est, imminuta et corrupta sit.” This important and

_Suggestivg discourse was immediately published. In 1869 an
article, which is a masterpiece of criticism, on De Slane’s transla-
tion of Ton Khaldin’s Prolegomena, appeared from Dozy’s pen
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in the Jowrnal asiatigue, and seemed to indicate that he had
quitted the field of History for that of Philology.

Dozy’s pugnacity as a scholar, and rulthlessness us o eritie,
might have heen expected to furnish materials for an additional
chapter—not devoid of piquancy-in the Quarrels af duthors
as 8 matter of fact, however, none of his controversies seem to
have led to a breach of amity, save in a single instanee, nnd that,
strangely enough, in the case of his old aud valued friend Fleischer,
Since this serious misunderstanding severed for some yeurs the
friendship of two eminent scholars, and was the origin of by no
means the least important of Dozy’s works, a hrief account of the
source of the trouble will not be out of place. It wus the practice
of the famous Leipsic Orientalist to read critically new and im-
portant texts, and to send to their editors any corrections or
comments which occurred to him. This he had done in the ease
of the Analectes, and in the fifth part of this, which appeared in
1861, many observations over ¥Fleischer's signature were inclutled
in the ddditions and Corrections. In the Preface, moreover, the
Professor was espeeially thanked {or having devoled so much of
hig voluable time-—stolen from his speeinl studies - to Maokkned,
and was assured that hiy labour was by no means lost, R is
possible that Fleischer detected in these remarks a slightly neid
suggestion that he was straying oubside his provinee ; st any
rate, in the Preface to the fivst part of his Correctinns (1867)- -
published in the Reports of the Rayal Academy of Scicnces of
Saxony *—he made it clear that he was not pleased with the way in
which his emendations had been treated—alleging that the argu-
ments put forward in support of many of them had been sup-
pressed ; that several due to himself had no indieation of their
origin, and that some had been ignored. Now in Fleischer's own
view all his comments were, without exception, valuable ; and since,
on re-reading the text and collating it with some sources which
the editors seemed to have treated with scant respect, he had heen
able to add to his list, he resolved on an independent publication.
There was apparently no cause of offence in this, hut it happencd
that ten years previously Dozy had entered into a quite informal
correspondence with Fleischer on the subject of the emendations
in that part of the dnalectes for which he was especially responsible,
and Fleischer, by what seems 2 singular lapse in taste and judg-
ment, trested these often tentative letters as though they had

* Berichie der Kun. silohs. Gesellschaft der Wissenschafien, T'hil Tlist. Clows™ -
T, xix—xxi, Co '
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been published, and also-—which was worse—as though they re-
presented Dozy’s final views upon the subject.

Such procedure would have nettled a man much more patient
of injustice than was the Leyden professor. e was seriously
aggrieved. In his almost {orgotten letters he had advanced more
thou one opinion which he would have retracted or modified if he
had given its subject further reflection ; and these opinions were
cited as though his matured judgments—and refuted! Dozy
accordingly relinquished the work upon which he was then busily
employed, burnished his weapons, and in 1871 published his
brilliant Leltre & M. Ifleischer contenant des remarques critiques
et explicatives sur le texie d’al-Makkari, TIn this work he wields
the rapier rather than the bludgeon. In polished and courteous
phrases he upbraids the vetcran of Leipsic for his manifest un-
fairness, reminding him, in the words of the Abbé Bargés, that,
“ten years in a man’s life represent more than a century in the
life of a society,” and adding: * Would you have had no cause
for corplaint if I, in turn, had printed those conjectures of your
own which I refuted long ago and which you are careful no longer
to advance £ After a fow more pages of expostulation Dozy
plunges into technicalitics, and, in minutely eriticising Fleischer’s
notesand conjecturcs, incidentally confers a solid boon on students
of Oriental literature and history. The breach between the two
eminent Qrientalists lasted, as we have mentioned, several years,
but it is satisfactory to be able to record that ultimately, in the
words of Fleischer’s biographer: “the misunderstanding was
clenred up'in a way that reflects credit on both scholars; ! and,
as will immediately become apparent, their friendship was estab-
lished on a firmer basis than ever.

Ever since 1867, Dozy had been sedulously amassing materials
for the book which was, perhaps, to furnish in the eyes of Oriental-
ists his chief title to fame—under the title of Supplément auw
dictionnaires arabes. In 1878, he found himself in a position to
commence the work of construction, and on this he laboured, with
few intermissions, for eight years. He had become conscious, it
appears, of a failure in health, which his friends had not observed,
but which warned him that if he would successfully carry out his
great. design, to it he must henceforth devote all his remaining
energies. In 1881 the Supplémeni was finished. A personal
reference in the Preface will speak for itself: *‘ The accomplishment

1 Mamnoir of Heinrich Lobereoht Flaischer, by Professor A, Miiller. Washington,
1892, .
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of my task,’” he writes, * fills me with geatitude,  The lubour has
been long protracted : the (uotntions—some of them noted forty
years ago—have all been verified, and had 1 foreseen that the mere
arrangement of the materinls would veeupy cight years, 1 should
perhaps have abandoned my project, In hours of puin and sick-
ness I have feared that I might not live {o accomplish it but,
thanks be to God! my fears were groundless : life and strength
have sufficed. . . . This fullilment of the hope of my vouth has
caused me the liveliest satisfaction.”

Before the Supplément was finished fresh distinetions had heen
conferred upon its author. Already Mewber of the Royul Aeademy
of Sciences of Copenhagen, in 1878 he was made Corresponding
Member of the Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg; in the
tollowing year, Honorary Member of the Dewtsehe Margenlindische
Gesellschaft ; ond in 1880, Forcign Correspondent of the deca-
demia det Lincet of Rome and Honorary Professor of the Institueinn
libre de Enseanza of Madrid—his name being linked, in the bt
case, with those of Charles Darwin and John Uyndall.

And yet, as M. de Goeje ohserves, Dozy valued shove all these
honours the judgment of the vetermnn Feischer - e happily
restored to his friendship—-who huiled the Supplément ns * {he
greatest work of Oriental lexicogruphy which hus nppeavids sinee
Lane’s great (but unfinished) dictionary of clissical Avabie,” anid
congratulated the author on having heen enabled o nehieve
“ guch a triumph both in matter and form, by dint of the width
of his reading, his indefatigable zeal, his profound kuowledge of
the language, and his oft-proved perspicacity.”

Little did the octogenarian scholar, scemingly endowed with the
vigour of eternal youth, suspect that the illness referred to by
the friend who was more than twenty yenrs his junior wus the
precursor of a fatal disease. But so it was: no svoner had the
Supplément been safely launched than its suthor experienced
a grave premonition of ebbing vitality—for the flrst time in his
life he did not know what next to turn his hand to. This feeling
of lassitude passed off to some extent, but he undertook no fresh
labours. He corrected his History of the Almohades, o second edition
of which had been called for, and corresponded on technical points
with his friends Fleischer and De Goeje; but the most geatifying
event of the closing years of his life was the reception sccorded
to the third edition of his Recherches, which contained numerous
additions and a few corrections, These volumes, Iublished in
1881, are of the highest value to the student of Moslem Spein who
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desires to investignte more fully certain matters necessarily touched
upon briefly in the istoire ; and, though Lhe work consists of dis-
eonnecked notes ond dissertndions, so hieid and attractive is its
style that Gottlried Buist well suid of it that whoever dipped into
its pages to verily o reference read the whole article.

This was Dozy’s last book: on the twenty-ninth of April,
1883, he died.  1lis uneventful eareer ealls for no judicial summing-
up : its simple record suffices. Reinhart Dozy was essentially
and entirely a man of letters, Litcrature—in the widest sense,
including Philology and History—satisfied all his ambitions. In
the unwecaried service of literature he spent forty strenuous years,
and he lelt the world the richer for his labours.

F. G. S.






AUTHOR’S PREFACE

HE history of Spain, and especially of Moorish Spain, has

been the congenial study which has unceasingly occupied

my attention for twenty years, and before commencing the present

work I had devoted no small part of a lifetime to accumulating

materials—scattered throughout almost all the libraries of Europe

~—to examining and collating relevant documents, and to editing
not a few.

Nevertheless, it is with extreme diffidence that I give this
History to the world. In it I traverse ground hitherto untrodden,
for—as I have elsewhere tried to demonstrate *—existing treatises
on the subject are wholly valueless. They are all, in fact, based
on the labours of Conde-—on the labours, that is to say, of a writer
who had but scanty matervials at his disposal, who was unable,
from the inadequacy of his linguistie attainments, to understand
the decuments to which he had access, and who lacked the historie
sense. The tosk which confronted me was therefore not merely
that of exhibiting in a truer light facts misinterpreted by my pre-
decessors, or of announcing fresh discoveries ; I found it necessary,
on the contrary, to delve to the roots of the subject if I would
make the Moslems of Spain, for the first time, live in the pages of
History ; and while the very novelty of the subject-matter con-
stituted one of its attractions, it has proved the source of many and
various difficulties,

X believe I can justly claim to have examined nearly all the
manuscripts extant in Europe which bear upon the history of the
Moors, and I have wittingly neglected no aspects of the subject.
Since, however, it has not been my intention to compile an arid
and severely scientific treatise, destined only for a limited class of
readers, I have refrained from overloading my pages with excess
of detail. To the extent of my ability, I have, moreover, con-
formed *to the literary canons which prescribe that in historical
composition prominence should be given to facts of & specific
class, to which all others should be made ancillary ; hence I have
often been obliged not only to condense in & few lines the labours

! In the first edition of my Reckerches sur .2 histoire e ln Kittérature de I Espagne

pendant le moyen dge.
X¥xV
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of weeks, but to pass over in silence many makters by no means
devoid of special interest, the inclusion of which, however, did not
square with my general design,

On the other hand, I have aimed ot setting forth very fully
events which appear to me vividly to characterize their epochs;
and I have not hesitated, upon oceasion, to enliven the drama of
political history with interludes of personal adventure 3 for, in my
opinion, it is too often forgotten that without the relief sfforded
by picturesque details and the side-lights thrown by them upon
contemporary manners, all history is apt to he eolourless and
insipid. The methods of those historians who seek to exhibit
in the foreground, not so much public men, as the ideas or tenden-
cies of which they are held to be representative, aund who deal
mainly with wide generalisations, are, I apprehend, unsuited to
my subject.

Further, although I have spared no pains to endow this History
with precision and actuality, I am convineed thut an undue display
of erudition would not tend to add vivacity or hucidity to ity pages
I have therefore refrained from the lavish use of notes, references,
and quotations. 1ut though hold that in o work of this charaeter
results alone should find a place, disengaged from the seientitie
apparatus by which they bave been attained, I have throughout
" been careful to indicate the authorities upon which my statenments
are based.

It is right to mention that portions of the present hook were
written before the publication of certain recent contributions to
historical criticism. The opening chapters of the first volume,
for instance, were completed before the appearance in the Revue
des deus Mondes of the able article on * Mohammed and the
Origins of Islamism ” by my learmed and excellent friend M.
Renan : many of our conclusions are identical, but we huve reached
them independently. -

There remains for me the pleasant duty of thanking those of
my friends—notably MM. Mohl, Wright, Defrémery, Tornberg,
Calderon, De Slane, and Dugat—who have either placed manu-

~ scripts at my disposal, or, with the utmost courtesy and kindness,
* . supplied me with extracts and collations.

" Lavoes, February 1861,
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SPANISH ISLAM

CIIAPTER 1
TIIE BEDAWIN

HILST Europe, century after century, treads the

path of progress and development, the abiding
characleristic of the numberless tribes that wander with
their lents and focks over the vast and arid deserts of
Arabia is their immutability. What they are Lo-day, such
they were yesterday, and such they will be io-morrow:
they know neither advance nor variation: the Bedawy
preserves, in all its purity, the spirit which animated his
ancestors in the days of Mohammed, and the best com-
menjaries on the history and the poctry of the Pagan Arabs
are Lhe deseriptions given by modem travellers of the
manners, customs, and modes of thought of the Bedawin
amongst whom they have sojourned.!

And yet Lhis race lacks neither the intelligenee nor the
energy necessary for enlarging its borders and bettering its
condition, if such were its desire. If the Arab does not
advance, il he remains a stranger to the very idea of pro-
gress, it is because, being indifferent to the ease and
material pleasures procured by civilization, he has no wish to
change his lot. The Bedawy’s pride assures him ilhat he
embodies the consummsaie pattern of created beings; he
despises other nations simply because they arve unlike
Arabs; and he believes himself infinitely happier than the
civilized man. Xvery condition of hife has its incon-
veniences and advantages; but the arrogance of the
Bedawin is easily intelligible: guided, in fact, not by
philosophic principles but by a kind of instinct, they have

1 “] believe thai, not only in manners and mode of life, bul even in dl:BBS nnq
spacch, the sons of Ishmael are now what they were in the days of the Patrinrchs.’
EE L. Palmer, The Desert of the Exodus (1871), és. 78. See also G. R. Lees, The
Witnesy of' the Wilderness (1009), . 34 ; and C. K. Conder, Tont Work in Palesting
(1885), p. 347.

3
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put in practice, from time immenwrial, the inspiving wateh-
words of the French Revolution-—+ Liberty, Tquality,
Fraternity.” '

*Of liberty, no man on carth has inherited o tuller share
thair the Bedawy. * 1 acknowledge no master,” he housts,
“gave the Lord of the Universe!™ And the freedom he
enjoys is trammelled by so few limitations thal in face of
it the doctrines of our most advanced Radicals read like
maxims of despotism. In civilized States government of
some kind is a nccessary and inevitable evil—an evil
which is an essential condition of good: the Bedawin
simply dispense with it. It is true that each tribe has a
chief, chosen by itself; but this chief is merely influential ;
he is respected, and deference is paid to his advice, especially
if he is a ready speaker, but he is not entitled to issue
commands : far from receiving emoluments, he is expeeted,
and even forced by public opinion. to ll)r(widc: for the
sustenance of the poor, to share with his friends the
baksheesh which he receives, aud to offr o strangers a
hospitality more lavish than other members of (he tribe
could afford. Te iy obliged ab every turn fo vonsult the
tribal couneil, which is composed of the hends of the com.
ponent families of the clan, Without the assent of this
assembly, war cannot be declared nor peace concluded -
even the camp cannot be struck.®

The title of Sheik bestowed by a tribe upon one of ity
members is often little more than an empty compliment-—
a public testimony of the esteemn in which he is held-.a
formal avowal that the recipient is the ablest, the bruvest,
the most generous man amongst them, and most devoted to
the welfare of the community. *“'We confer this dignity on
no man,” said an Arab of old, “unless be hath given us all
that he possesseth, unless he hath allowed usto trample
under foot all that he holdeth dear and in honour, and hath
rendered to us the services that we look for in g slave.t -

Often, indeed, the authority of the chief is so meagve,
that it is almost imperceptible. Axraba, s contempornry of

- Mohammed, was once asked how he had come to be made
Chief of his tribe, He at first denied that he occupied this
- position, but on the question being pressed, he replied: » If
misfortunes have befallen my fellow-tribesmen, 1 lhave
\ Burckhardt, Notes on the Hedouins, pp. 66G~7 5 Sir R. ¥, Burtun, Pilgrimeage to

Bl Medinnh and Moceah, iii, 86.
' # Mubarrad, p. 71,
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given them money ; if one of themn has committed a fault,
[ have paid the penalty for him: 1 have established my
authority by reliance on the kindliest of my tribe. "Those
of my comrades who cannot do as much are held in less
respeet 5 those who can do the like are iy equals; and those
who can do wore arc more highly esteemed.”* Then, as
now,ia chief was sometimes deposed if he could not main-
tain his position, or if a braver and more bountifal man
could be found amouyg his fellows,?

Although absolute equality is not to be found even
in the desert, it is there more nearly attained than anywhere
else. 1The Bedawin neither admit disparity in their social
relations—for they all live the same lives, wear the same
dress, and partake of the same food—mor is a plutocracy
conceivable amongst them, for, in their eyes, riches confer
no title to public estecem.® To despise wealth, and to live
from hand to mouth on booty captured by his own valour,
after having squandered his patrimony in lavish hospitality—
such is the ideal of an Arab cavalier.; Disdain for riches is,
doubtless, evidence of magnunimity and philosophic calm,
but it raust be borne in mind that wealth has not the same
importance for & Bedawy as for another men, since his
property is held on an extremely precarious tenure and
flits with surprising alacrity. !¢ Wealth cometh in the
morning, and cre the evening it hath departed,” writes an
Arab poet; and in the desert this is literally true,) - .. ,

Since he is ignorant of agriculture, and owns. not a
foot of soil, the Bedawy’s only ‘wealth consists in his camels -
and horses ; and these are riches on which he cannot reckon - .
for a single hour, When enemies attack his tribe—an
everyday occurrence—and carry off his all, the rich man
of yesterday finds himself to-day in poverty. But to-
‘morrow he will take his revenge and become wealthy once
more,* ' g oo

‘Absolute equality, however, can only exist in a state
" of nature—and *“ a state of nature” is a mere abstraction.
Up to a certain point the Bedawin live on a footing. of
mutual equality, but their levelling principles by no means
" exten® to humanity at large: they deem themselves the

! Mubarrad, p. .71; cf.l Iln Nubita, cited by Rasmussen, Addifementa ad
Historium Arabum, p. 18 (text). ) ..

* Burckhardt, op. cit., p. 68 ; Caussin, ii. p. 634,

4 Burekblirdt, p. 41. - '

4 Caussin, ii. pp. 665, 611,
" Burckhardt, p. 40,
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superiogs, not only of their slaves, and of the artisans who
work for their living in the camps, but of all other men
whatsoever ; they claim to have heen moulded from quite
other clay than the rest of the human race.  Natural iu-
equalities, however, bring social distinetions in their train,
and, if riches confer no consideration or importance on the
Bedawy, generosity, hospitality, courage, poctical talent,
and eloquence® bring him so much the more.  * Men may
be divided into two classes,” said Ilatim;* *the grovellers
that take pleasure in heaping up riches. and the exalted
souls that seek the glory conferred by generosity.”

The aristocracy of the desert—the * kings of the Arabs,”
in the phrase of the Khalif ‘Omar—are the oralors and pocts,
and all those who practise the Beduwy virtues; the plebeians
are the mean and vicious who practise them not. The
Bedawin have never known either privileges or titles—
unless we regard as a title the surname of ** The Perfeet,”
(al-Kdmil), given of old to the man who to poetie talent
added courage, liberality, knowledge of writing, and ability
to swim and bend the how.  Nevertheless, nobility of hirth
—which, rightly understood, imposes high responsibility,
and binds together suceessive generations. - exisks even among
the Bedawin. 'The rank and file are filled with venerdtion
for the memory of great men, whow they worship after
fashion. The descendants of men of mark nre treated with
esteem and affection, provided that, although they may not
have received from heaven the same gifts as their ancestors,
they preserve in their hearts admiration and love of noble -
deeds, of talent and of virtue. In pre-Islamic duys that man
was deemed right noble who was the chief of the tribe, and
whose father, grandfather, and great-grandfather had suc-
cessively occupied the same position. Nothing more natural
—ifor since the title of Sheik was never conferved save on the
most distinguished, it was reasonable to suppose that the
Bedawy virtues had become hereditary in a family which
for four generations had provided a leader for their tribe.?

\All the Bedawin of the same tribe are drothers; such

* “Nalegha, a poet, writes thus: ¢O God, preserve me from being dlonced i
conversation I’” Syed Almed Khan Baladur, Manners and Customs of the pro-
Islamic Arabs (1870), p. 5.

® Hatim of the tribe.of Tai, famous for his unbounded generosity, Hiv Divvin
has been translated by F, Schulthess (1807). )

# ¢ The glories that have grown up with the grass con match not those inherited

of 103:)1.”_ amdsa, 679; R. Em Nicholson, 4 Literary Uistory of the Araha (L007),
p. 100, o
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indeed is the term applied by fellow-tribesmen of the same
age to one another.  An old man speaking to a young one
calls him “my brother's son.” 1f nced be, o Bedawy will
slaughter his last sheep to supply food for a poverty-stricken
brother who craves for aid, while he will resent an affront
shown to a brother by a man of an alien tribe as a personal
in\jury, and will not rest until he has avenged it, §

It is difficult to give an adequately vivid and distinet
idea of this ‘usabiyya as it is called—this deep, limitless,
steadfast fidelity of the Arab to his fellow-clansman ; this
absolute devotion to the interests, the prosperity, the honour
and glory of the community wherein he was born and will
die. The sentiment is not paralleled by Patriotism, as we
understand that term-—for that is an emotion which appears
to the fiery Bedawy but lukewarm—it is a fierce and over-
powering passion, and at the same time the first and most
sacred of duties; in a word, it is the true religion of the
desert,!

{'l‘he Arab will make any sacrifice for his tribe ; for it he
. is ever ready to risk his life in those dangerous enterprises
in which faith and enthusiasm. can work miracles; for it he
will fight till his body is crushed out of human semblance
ben&ath the feet of the foe. *Love thy tribe,” sings o
poet, “for toit thou art bound by firmer bonds than is a
husband to his wife.”® Such, then, is the meaning which
the Bedawy gives to “Liberty, Equality, Fratemity.”
These blessings suffice him: he desires, he dreams of no
- others-—he is content with his lot. Europe is never content
with hers, or only for the moment. Our feverish activities,
our thirst for political and social improvements, our ceaseless
endeavours to better our conditions—are they not in truth
at once symptoms and an implicit confession of the weari- .
ness and restlessness which in the Western World gnaw at
the roots of society ¢ The idea of progress, extolled ad
nauseam from professorial chairs as well as from the political
platform, is the fundamental princi;lnle of modern social
systems—but do men prate ceaselessly of change and im-
provement -when their condition is healthy and when
happinmess is theirs? In our unending yet fruitless pursuit

! This devotion to the tribe was not incompatible with tha fact that ¢ the
genealogieal unity of the tribe was a fancy often superimposed on what in on}glm
was o local unity, or union of emigrants under a single leader, or some other
fortuitous combination.” See D, 8. Margoliouth, Mokammed, 2nd ed., p. 4, and
the works there cited. .

3 Mabarrad, p. 233. .
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of felicity—pulling down to-day whub we built yesterday,
proceeding from illusion to illusion, from disappointnent to
disappointment—we end by despaiving of mankind: we
exclaim, in our moments of dejection and weakness, that the
destiny of man is not bound up with the fate of’ coninon.
wealths, and we thirst for unknown blessings in an unseen
world. But the Bedawy feels none of these vague and
morbid aspirations after & happier future : his buoyant spivit,
expansive, heedless, serene as the sky, participates in none
of our cares, our sorrows, or our shadowy hopes.  But to us
-—our limitless ambitions and importunate yearnings fanned
by imagination—the aimless life of the desert would appear
insupportable in all its monotony and uniformity, and we
should soon prefer our wonted excitements, our cares and
hardships, our political perplexities. even the throes of our
travailing civilization, to all the advantages enjoyed by the
Arabs in their changeless existence;

There subsists, indeed, o fundamental difference hetween
the European and the Arab.  Our imagination is too fortile
to allow us mental repose 5 yot we owe our progress Lo this
faculty, and derive fromn it our velative superiority.  Where
imagination is lacking progress is impossible : to perfect our
social life and develop the mutual relutions of en, it is
necessary first to present to the mind an image of a socicty
more nearly perfect than that which exists.  But the Avubs,
despite a widespread belicf to the contrary, possess very
little imagination. Their blood iy more impetuons than
ours, their passions are more ardent, but they are at the same
-time the least inventive of races. o recoguise this fact we
have only to glance at their religion and their literature.

LBefore their conversion to Islam, they had, it is true, their
gods—typical of the celestial bodies—but, unlike the
Hindus, the Greeks, and the Scandinavians, they had no
mythology. Their deities had no legendary history, and no
poet dreamed of fabricating one. The religion preached by
Mohammed-—a simple Monotheism, with an acerction of
certain institutions and ceremonies borrowed from Juduisin

- and the ancient pagan worships—is incontestably the
simplest and least mysterious of all positive religiond; the

most reasonable and the purest, indeed, in the eyes of those
who exclude. the supernatural as far as possible, and who
would banish ritual and ornament from worship. In their
literature we find the same absence of originality, the same
predilection for the actual and positive, Other races have
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produced epies, in which the supernatural plays an important
part.  Arab literature contaius no epic-—not even a narrative
poem; exclusively lyrvical and deseriptive, its verse has
never aimed at depicting more than the poetic side of
actuality. "Fhe Arab poets deseribe what they see and feel,
but they ercate nothing: if now and then they showa spark
of imagination, their own erities, far from praising them,
bluntly call them liars, Aspirations after the infinite and
the ideal are unknown to the Bedawin, and from the
earliest ages accuracy and elegance of expression—the
merely technical side of poetry—has appeared all-important
in their eyes.! Invention is indeed so rare in Arab litera-
ture, that when we find traces of it in some fanciful poem
or tale, we can almost always be sure that we are dealing
with o translation, and not an Arab original. Thus in the
Thousand and One Nights all the stories of enchantments,
the delightful offspring of a fresh and exuberant imagination,
which charmed us in our youth, are of Persian or Indian
origin:® in the whole of this immense collection the only
portions truly Arabian arc pictures of manners, and anec-
dotes derived from real life.}

I".irmlly, when the Arabs, established in vast provinces
conquered at the point of the sword, turned their attention
to the sciences, they manifested the same lack of creative
power, They translated and commented on the writings of
the ancients ; they enriched certain branches of science by
their patient, accurate, and minute observations; but they-
made no capital discoveries, and we are not indebted to
them for a single great and fruitful idea.

Such, then, are the deep-seated differences which exist
between the Arabs and ourselves. It may be that the{r
have more elevation of character and true greatness of soul,
with a keener sense of the dignity of man; but they do not
possess within them similar germs of development and pro-
gress; and such are their passionate cravings for personal
Iiberty and their complete lack of political instinct, that they
seem incapable of submitting to social laws. Nevertheless,
they made the endeavour: tomn from their deserts by a
prophef}, and launched forth by him to conquer the world,

! For an account of pre-Islamic poetry, see Nicholson, op. éit., chap. iii.

2 ¢¢ Ap Arabization of the Persian Hazdr Afsdnah, or Thousand Tales.” Burton,
Arabian Nighte (Torminal Essay, p. 68, 1887). o

¢Tt is probable that this Persian archetype included the most finely imaginative

tales in the existing collection,” Nicholson, op. cif., p: 458,
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they filled it with the glory of their deeds,  Faviched by
the spoils of twenty provinces, they learnt the pleasures of
luxury; through contact with the subjugated yuces they
were led to cultivate the sciences, and altained to as grout o
height of civilization as was possible for them. Yot alter
the days of Mohammed, long years elapsed before the Arabs
lost their national characteristics. \When they landed in
Spain they were still true children of the desert, and it was
but natural that beside the banks of the Tagus or the Gundal-
quiver they dreamed only of carrying on the intertribal con-
flicts begun in Arabia, Syria, or Africn. Thesv inveterate
feuds must first claim our attention; and rightly to under-
stand them we must go back to the days of the Prophet.



CHAPTER II
THYE PROPHET

TN the days of Mohammed, the population of Arabia con-

sisted of a multitude of tribes—some settled, but the
majority constantly nomadic—without community of inter-
ests, owning no central authority, and usually at war with
one another. Could mere bravery make a people invincible,
such the Arabians would assuredly have been. Nowhere
was the warlike spirit more generally diffused. Without
fighting there could be no booty, and booty formed the
Bedawin’s livelihood. Morveover, they found an intoxicating
pleasure in wielding the pliant bamboo lance, or the flashing
sword—in cleaving the skulls or severing the necks of their
enemies—in erushing a hostile tribe, © as a millstone crusheth
the corn ”—in immolsting victims, “not as offerings pleasing
to hgaven,”* .

Valour in the fight conferred the highest claim to the
eulogy of poets and the love of women. The latter had im-
bibed not o little of the martial spirit of their brothers and
their hushands. Following with the rear-guard, they tended
the wounded and encouraged the warriors by chanting verses
instinet with relentless ferocity.” {¢Courage!l” they would
cry, “Courage! defenders of women! Smite with the
edge of your swords! ... We are the daughters of the
morning-star ; soft are the carpets we tread beneath our
feet ; our necks are adorned with pearls, and our tresses are
perfumed with musk. The brave who confront the foe we
will clasp to our bosoms, but the dastards who flee we will
spurn—not for them our embmces/!\’t”“’ Nevertheless it
would have been easy for an attentive‘observer to recognise
the intrinsic weakness of the nation—a weakness consequent
upon its utter lack of unity, and the ceaseless rivalry
between the different tribes. Arabia would indubitably

' The Seven Poems, transl, by Capt. F. E. Johnaon, R.A, : London (1894), pg.
142-4, The Seven Golden Odes of Pagan Avabia, trausl. by Lady A. and W. 3,
Blunt (1908), p. 40.

3 ¢f. D. 8. Margoliouth, Mokammed, 9nd ed., p. 30,

% The Seven Golden Odes, ut supra, p, 43, -
IX
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have fallen a prey to a forcign conmueror it she had not been
too poor to be worth conquering.

* What doth thy land contain 2" asked a King of Persia
of an Arabian prince who had begged him tor troops, ank
offered him in return a large provinee : = \Whal doth it con-
tain? A few sheep and camels! Never will 1, for such
trifling guerdon, risk a Persian artny in your deserts.”

The day came, nevertheless, which saw the corgpuiest of
Arabia; but she was conquered by a child of her own——tn
extraordinary man—the Arab Mohaummed.'

Perhaps the Messenger of God—for such he called hin-
self—was not superior to his fellows, but it is certain that he
did not in the least resemble them. Of a delicate, ime.

ressionable, and highly nervous constitution, inherited from
Eis mother; endowed with inordinate and niovhid sensi-
bilities; melancholy, silent, loving aimless roviug and self-
communion by twilight in loncly valleys i for ever haunted
by a vague disquictude, weeping and sobbing like @ wonin
in his howrs of sickness, subject to fits of epilepsy,” laeking
in martial cournge,' hisv character was in steange contenst
with that of normal Avabs--hurdy, vigorous, warlike men,
who knew nothing of veveries, and whoe looked upon Lewrs
as a shameful weakness in o num, even Hotgh weung” from
him by the loss of the dearest objects of his affection
Furthermore, Mohanmed was endowed with awore vivid
imagination than his compatriots, and w profoundly plous
mind. Before dvcams of earthly ambition arose to sully the
original purity of his heart, religion was his all-in-all—il ab-
sorbed his every thought and mental faculty., It was pre-
eminently in this respect that he stood apart from his
compatriots.

It is with races as with individuals: some are constitu-
tionally religious, others the reverse. For some men
religion is the basis of their lives: so needful is it for them
that when their reason revolts against the creed into which

cAbd al-‘iV[utt:\lih (Beni Hishim)

_ | l - e
"Al-Harith  Abu T8lib  Abu Lahal “dbdalleh Al Alhix Hukm\
’ ' = Amina (Boni Zuhe)

Mohunemed
* CF. Muiy, Lifo of M, (1012), . 97
® . D, 8, Margoliouth, op. ¢it., pp. 45-6. i

é’ﬁ"care for his life and safety was invariably his first consideration” [bid.,
P 65.



L RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE 13

they are hom, they will devise some philosophic system
much more ireational and mysterious than that creed ‘itself.
Whole nations have similarly lived for and by religion, and
have found in it their only hope and consolation, ~ But the
Arabs are not naturally religious, and there is in this respect
a vast difference between them and the other races who
have embraced Islamism. Nor is this strange. In its very
essence religion has a firmer hold upon the imagination
than upon the intellect, and, as we have seen, in the Arab
the imagination by no means dominates. Take the Bedawin
of to-day. Although nominally Moslems, they pay but
little heed to the precepts of Islam: instead of praying five
times a day, as their religion enjoins, they never pray at all.
Burckhardt, a traveller who knew them well, has testified
that they are the most tolerant people in Asia; and their
tolerance is of long standing, for a race so jealous of liberty
is little given to condone tyranny even in matters of faith.
Marthad, King of Yemen in the fourth century, used to
say, I rule over persons, not over opinions. I require my
subjects to submit to my authority : but their doctrines I
leave to the judgment of God their Creator.”  The Emperor
IFrederick 1I could have said no more, Such tolerarce,
howe?er, verges upon indifference and scepticismn, Marthad’s
son and successor Hrst embraced Judaism, then Christianity,
and ended by drifting dubiously between these two faiths.
In Mohammed’s time three religions shared Arabia—
Judaism, Christianity, and a vague form of Polytheism.
The Jewish tribes alone, perhaps, were sincerely attached
to their faith, and were alone intolerant. In the early
history of Arabia persecutions are rare, and when they
oceur it is usually the Jews who are to blame. Christianity
counld count but few adepts, for most of those who professed
the faith had but a very superficial knowledge of its tenets.
The Khalif <All scarcely exaggerated when he said, speaking
of a tribe® in which that religion had taken the deepest
root, “The Taghlib are not Christians; all they have
borrowed from that Church is the practice of wine-bibbing.” ®

1 Pplmé}, while defending the Bedawin from the charge of irreligion and pro-
fanity, adds: ¢ Professedly [%hey] are Mohammedans, but few of them know any
more of that religion than, the name.” Desert of the .E'w,odua (1871), p. 94, sy. Of.
D'Bscayrac de Lauture, Lo Desert ot lo Soudan, p. 340 : “ L’Arabe est naturellement et
pur essonce le plus sceptique et le plus irréligienx de tous les nomades. .

8 For an noeoupt of the Beni Taghlib, established in the N.E. of Arabis, see
Nichiolson, Lif. Iist. of the Arabs (1907), pp- 56-00.

8 Ruidiwi, Commentary on the Koran, Sura V, v, 7.
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Christianity, in fact, involved too imany miracles and
mysteries to commend itself to so sceptical and derisive
arace. Certain bishops who, about the ycar 513, tried to
convert Mundhir IT1, King of Hira,' were made to realize
this. After the king had listened to them attentively, one
of his officers whispered a word in his ear. Immediately
Mundhir assumed an aspect of the deepest sorrow, and
when the prelates respectfully asked him the cause of his
grief he replied, ©“ Alas! I have heard melancholy tidings.
Michael the Archangel is dead!”™ ¢ Nay, Prince, thou
must be mistaken; angels are immortal!” ‘Immortal!”
cried the King; “and ye have been trying to convince me
that God Himself died !

The idolaters, who formed the majority of the nation,
recognised deities peculiar to each tribe, and almost to each
family, but admitted the existence of a supreme God,
Allah, before whom the other gods were mediators, 'These
pagans had a certain respect for their soothsayers and their
1dols, but they would slay the former if their predictions
failed, and would cheat their idols by sacrificing o guzelle
when they had promised a sheep, or abuse them when they
did not gratify their hopes or desires, R

When Imruu’l-Kais® set out to take vengeance on the
Beni Asad for their murder of his father, he halted at the
temple of the idol Dhu-1-Khalasa to consult the oracle by
means of three arrows typifying respectively ¢ Proceed,”
“ Abandon,” “Delay.”® Having drawn forth . Abandon”
he once more made trial. Thrice did “ Abandon™ appear.
Then, breaking the arrows, and hurling the fragments at the
idol, Imru'u’l-Kais cried, “ Wretch! Had it been thy father
who was murdered, thou wouldst not have forbidden me to
avenge him!” ‘Whatever religion the Arab professed, it
usually occupied a place of little importance in his life,
absorbed as he was in worldly interests, in fighting, gambling,
love, and wine. ““Let us enjoy the present day,” sang the

_poets, “for soon death will overtake us;”* and this, indeed,
was the Bedawy’s motto. The same men who waxed en-
thusiastic over a gallant deed or a beautiful poem remained,

- as a rule, cold and indifferent when religion was touched

! Near the site of ancient Babylon ; founded about 4.n. 200 by Arub tribes.
* One of the Mu‘allakat poets,
. 3 This form of divination was denounced by Mohammed : * Wine and gambling

and statues and divining arrows are only an abomination of the dbvil's making.”
. Sure v., 4 and 92,

4 Cf. The Seven Poems, ut sup., p. 11,
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upon: to it, the poets, faithful interpreters of the national
.:;Ic‘antunents, scarcely ever allude. Listen to the words of
arafa ;1

“In the morning at thy coming 1 will hand thee a goblet brimming
with wine. If thou hast alrcady drunk deeply, it matters not; with me
thou shalt drink again. My boon-companions are noble youths whose faces
shine as the stars, Ench evening a singing-girl attired in a striped robe
and a tunic of saffron graces our company. Her vestment is open at the
neck : without reproof amorous hands fondle her charms. . . . My life is
surrcndered to wine and pleasures; I have sold all my possessions; I have
squandered the wealth I gained, as well as my patrimony. But thou, O
Censor, who blamest my puassion for carousal and the fray, canst thou make
me immortal ? If in thy wisdom thou canst not ward off the fatal moment,
suffer me to lavish all in enjoyment before Death hath me in bis cluteh,
The man of generous impulses quaffs deeply while he liveth. To-morrow,
harsh reprover, when thou and I are dead, we shall see which.of us twain
is consumed by burning thirst.”

A few facts, however, have come to light which show
that the Arabs, and especially the settled tribes, were not
altogether inaccessible to religious enthusiasm. For instance,
twenty thousand Christians in the town of Nejrin, having
to choose between death and Judaism, preferred to perish in
the flames rather than abjure their faith.? But zeal was the
'e}::centlion: complete indifference, if not lukewarmness, was
the rule.

It is evident, therefore, that in declaring himself a prophet
Mohammed undertook a task of twofold difficulty, He
could not confine himself to a mere demonstration of the
truth of the doctrines which he preached. It was necessary
for him to overcome the mental torpor of his fellow-country-
men—to awaken the religious sentiment in their hearts—to
persuade them that religion was not a matter of indifference,
a thing which might be ignored. In a word, he had to
mould, to metamorphose, a sensual and sceptical people—
a nation of scoffers. An enterprise so formidable would
have dismayed a man less convinced of the truth of his
mission. Mohammed reaped on all sides nothing but jeers
and insults. His fellow-townsmen in Mecca either pitied
him or flouted him. Some thought him a poet inspired by
a jinni;, others, a soothsayer,® a magician, or a madman.
“ Here cometh the son of ‘Abdallah with his news from

1 Tarafa ibn al-‘Abd ; flor. o. A.D. 550, )

2 A.n. 523. This unigue persecution of Christians by Jews led to an Abyssinian
invasion.in aid of the former : this was followed by the establishment of Abyssiniun
rulerd in 8. Arabia. See Muir, Mohammed (1912), p. xciii.
= ‘% Ar. Kihin, )
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heaven!” they would cry when they saw him appronching,
Some proposed, with apparent henevolence, to provide
physicians at their own expense, who should try to cure
him, Others threw filth at him. He would find the path
before his dwelling strewn with thorns, He was assailed on
all sides with such epithets as “knave” and * cheat.” He
had met with no better fortune elsewhere. At Td'if he had
expounded his doctrines to the assembled chiefs. 'There
also he had been derided. ‘Could not God find a better
apostle than thee?” asked one. I will hold.no discussion
with thee,” said another; ¢ if thou art a prophet, thou art
a being too exalted for me to bandy words with; and if
thou art an impostor, thou deservest not to be addressed.”
With despairing heart Mohammed left the assembly, followed
by the hoots and insults of the populace as they pursued
him and pelted him with stones. :

In this manner more than ten years passed. The sect
remained small in number, and everything pointed to the
speedy disappearance of the new religion, leaving no trace
behind, when Mohammed found unhoped-for champions in
the Aus and the Khaszraj, two tribes which towards the
‘end of the fifth century had wrested Medina from the
dominion of the Jews? The people of Mecca and of
Medina hated ome another because they sprang from

- antagonistic stocks. Arabia contained two such races—
the Yemenites and the Ma‘addites. The Medinese belonged
to the former, and were not only detested but despised by
the Meccans. In the eyes of an Arab, who considered the
pastoral life and comimerce to be the only occupations

. worthy of free men, the. cultivation of the soil was a

. derogatory calling. . Now, the Medinese were agriculturists,

and the Mececans, traders.. Moreover, a large number of
" Jews still lived in Medina, and many families of the Aus

. and- Khazraj had adopted the religion which the former
- masters of the city, although reduced to the grade of

. . dependents, still }flreserved. Consequently, although the
- majority of both these tribes seem to have been idolaters

. like thie Meceans, the latter looked upon the whole popu-

~ . lation: as Jewish, and"disdained them accordingly. Mo-
-hammed, for his part, shared the prejudices of his fellow-
| % TTH'¥f ia some 60 miles from Mecca. * He could not have made a worse choioe,”

‘writes Prof, Margoliouth ; “the people of T&'if were no less dovoted to. their god-

. desses than the Ephesians to Artemis.” Mohammed, 20d ed., p. 178,

.., * Thetwo tribes formed the bulk of the population of Medilﬁa. See D. s.‘ )
o Margolioufgh, op..0it., pp. 186-190, and Burton, Pilgrimage (1865), ii. 120 sq. :



1.2] REFUGEES AND HELPERS 17

townsmen against Yemenites and husbandmen. It is
related of him, that hearing some one recite this verse:
“T am a Himyarite ;' my ancestors sprang neither from
Riibi‘a nor from Mudar!” he eried, “So much the worse
for thee! Thine origin cuts thee off from God and from
His prophet!” 1t is also said that on observing a plough-
share in the house of a Medinese, he remarked to the owner,
“Whenever such a thing enters a house, shame enters with
it.” - Nevertheless, despairing of winning over to his doctrines
the merchants and nomads of his own race, and believing
his life in danger after the death of his uncle and protector,
Abt Tilib, Mohammed was constrained to lay aside his
prejudices, and accept help from whatever side it came.
He therefore joyfully received the overtures of the Arabs
of Medina, to whom the annoyance and persecution he had
endured at the hands of the Meccans formed his highest
recommendation and the best title to their hospitality.
The “great oath of al-“Akaba” permanently united the
fortunes of the Medinese and Mohammed.® Snapping a
bond which the Axrabs respected more than any other, he
abandoned his tribe, settled in Medina with his Meccan .
disciples, who were henceforth known as the Refugees,
unleashed against his fellow-tribesmen the Medinese poets-
with their mordant wit, and proclaimed a Holy ar.
Animated by burning zeal, and despising death because
sure of Paradise if they fell at the hands of the.idolaters, the -
Aus and Khazraj, henceforth classed together as the Helpers,* .
performed .prodigies of valour. The strife between them
and the pagans of Mecca lasted for eight years. During
this period the terror spread far and wide by the Moslems’
arms induced many tribes to adopt the new faith: but .of
spontaneous, sincere, and lasting conversions there were but
few. At last the capture of Mecca put the seal upon
Mohammed’s power. The day had come on which the
Medinese had vowed to make the haughty traders pay
dearly for their insufferable disdain. “To-day is the day
of slaughter!” cried the chief of the Khazraj, ‘“the day
when none will be spared !” But the hopes of the Medinese
. o R
1 The Himyarites were a younger branch of the Sabwans, in 8. W, Arabia.
Rabi‘a und Mudar were legendary descendants of ‘Admén, through whom the
Northern Arabs claimed descent from Ishmael. : :
2 On this occasion seventy pilgrims from Yathrib (Medina) made oath, at the
foot of the hill of ‘Akaba, to defend the new faith with the sword.

3 # Muhdjirfin,® ) .
& ¢ Ansar” ; also termed ¢ Defenjlers.”
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were dashed: Mohammed deprived their chief of his
command, apd ordered his generals to use the greatest
moderation, The Meccans silently witnessed the destruc-
tion of the idols in their temple—which was literally a
Pantheon, containing three hundred and sixty divinities*
_ worshipped by as many tribes—and with rage in their
" bearts, they acknowledged Mohammed to be the Messenger
of God, inwardly vowing to avenge themselves some day
hoth on the Medinese boors and on the Jews, who had had
the impudence to vanquish them. .

- After .the capture of Mecca, the remaining pagan
tribes soon found further resistance useless, and the threat
of a war of extermination induced them to embrace
‘Islamism—which was preached to them by Mohammed's
ge}?era.ls, with the Koran in one hand and a sword in the
other.

A somewhat remarkable instance of conversion was that
of the Thakif, a tribe who lived in T#'if, and who had
formeérly pelted the Prophet from their coasts with stones.
-A deputation from this tribe declared that they were read
to become Moslens on condition that they might keep their
idol, al-L.&t,* for three years, and that they should not be
required to pray. “Three years of idolatry!” feplied
Mohammed ; “thatis too long! Moreover, what is religion-

_ without prayer?” Thereupon the deputies lowered their
demands, and at last, after much hagrling, the two contract-
ing parties agreed to the following conditions: that the
Thakif should not pay the tithe, should not be required to
. take part in the Holy War, should not prostrate themselves
. in prayer, should keep L&t for a year, and at the end of
_ that period. should not be compelled to destroy the idol
" 'with their. own hdnds. But Mohammed still felt some
. scruples; he was ‘afraid of public opinion. ‘Do not let
" that consideration stand in-your way,” said the deputies;

. .. %if the Arabs.ask-you how you came to make sich a treaty,

you-have only to tell them that it was in obedience to God’s
" command.” This argument appeared to the Prophet con-
- clusive, and he forthwith . proceeded to dictate a formal
': ~covenant, as follows:.“In the name of the Compassionate

"+ Ong, apparently, for each"day of the year. Little is certainly known about
"pre-Islamic idolatry,. but there ia evidence of the worship of the heavenly bodies side
" by side with mere fetishism. “ Goddesses” seem to have been numerous, -
-3 Al-Lit, Manat, and al-‘Uzzl, the moon-goddesses, or *“ the three danghtors of
. Allah”. Of. R A, Nicholson, Lit. Hist. of the Arabs (1907), p. 135, Herodotus
. -mentiong thet the Arabians cdlled Urania * Alilat® (iii, 8), -. - . )
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and Merciful God ! Itis hereby agreed between Mohammed,
the Messenger of God, and the Thakif, that the latter shall
not be obliged to pay tithes, nor to take part in a Holy War,
nor "—but, as he uttered these words, shame and remorse
caused Mohammed to break off. *Nor to prostrate them-
selves at prayer,” prompted one of the deputies. Then, as
Mohammed still kept silence, the Thakifite, addressing the
scribe, added, « Write that down: it hath been agreed
upon.” The scribe looked at the Prophet and awaited his
commands. But the fiery ‘Omar," who had been a mute
spectator of this scene, so wounding to the honour of the
Prophet, sprang up, and drawing his sword ecried, *Thou
hast defiled the Prophet’s heart! May God fill thine with
fire!” ¢ Our words are not addressed to thee,” remarked
the Thakifite deputy imperturbably; “we are holding con-
verse with Mohammmed.” ¢ Nay,” said the Prophet at last,
« I will make no such covenant, Ye must either embrace
Islamism unconditionally, and observe all its precepts, with-
out exception, or—prepare for war!” “ Permit us, at least,
to keep Lat for six months,” pleaded the disappointed
"Thakifites. “Nayl!” <“For but a single month, then.”
“ Not for an hour!”

So the deputies returned to their clan, accompanied by
Moslem soldiers, who destroyed 1.4t amidst the lamentations
and despairing tears of the’'women.® This strange conver-
sion turned out to be the most lasting of all. When in
later'years Arabia as a whole abjured Islamism, the Thakif-
ites remained faithful. The sincerity of other conversions
may hence be estimated.

Apostasy began before the death of Mohammed.
Several provineces could not even wait for that event: a
rumour of Mohammed’s failing health sufficed to kindle a
revolt in Nejd, in Yeméma, and in Yemen. Each of these
three provinces had a self-styled prophet of its own,? an
imitator and rival of Mohammed, who learned upon his

1 Afterwards the second Khalif. His conversion seems to have been due to his
sister ¥atima, wife of a proselyts. Imﬁetnous, cruel, and of great bodily strength,
he soon hecame one of the Prophet’s chief adherents, *1, Abl Bakr, and “Omar’
was a phiase often used by Mohammed, who said that Satan himself would avoid an
encounter with the last. ~*“Itis said,” writes Burton, °“ that he laughed once, and
wept once. The laugh wasa caused by recollecting how he ate his dough-gods (the
idols of the Hanifah tribe) in The Ignornnoe. The tears were drawn by remember-
ing how he buried alive his haby daughter, who, while the grave was being dug,
‘patted away ¢he dust from his hair and heard.” Arabian Nights (1887),1i. 158 n.

* Sprenger, Lifs of Mahomet, p. 188. .

3 Tolheiha, Museilima, and al-Aswad, respectively-
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. deathbed that in Yemen the leader of the insurrection, al-
Aswad, the “Veiled Prophet”—a chieftain who posscssed
vast wealth in addition to seductive eloquence—had ex-

elled the Moslem officers, and taken Nejrin, San‘a, and
fEmally the whole province. The vast edifice was, indeed,

already tottering when Mohammed breathed his last (A.p.
682). His death was the signal for aformidable and almost
universal insurrection. Everywhere the insurgents got the
upper hand; every day there arrived at Mcdina Moslem
officials, Refugees and Helpers, who had been expelled
from their districts by the rebels, and the neighbouring
tribes made ready to lay siege to Medina.

But the Khalif, Abi Bakr,* worthy to be the successor of
Mohammed, and full of confidence in the destiny of Islamism,
did not ‘hesitate for an instant in the midst of these great
perils. He was without an army. Faithful to Mohammed’s
behest, he had sent it into Syria, despite the protests of the
Moslems, who, foreseeing the dangers which threatened, had
besought him to ‘postpone the expedition. *I will not re-
voke an order given by the Prophet,” he had said; ** Though
‘Medina were exposed to an invasion by wild beasts, these
troops must do what Mohammed willed.” If he had con-
sented to bargain with them, the Khalif by certain «on-
cessions might have purchased the neutrslity, or even the
alliance, of many tribes in Nejd, for their deputies had in-
formed him that if he would exempt them from paying

- tithes, they would continue to offer the orthodox prayers.
The principal Moslems were of opinion that the-deputies -
should not be rebuffed. Abti Bakr alone scouted the idea
of bargaining, as unworthy of the holy eause which was
theirs to defend. . * The law of Islamism,” he said, “is one
_ and indivisible ; no distinction can be admitted between its
. precepts.” “He has more faith than all of us put together,”
. observed ‘Omar bluntly. The remark was just: there lay
- the secret of the first Khalif’s greatness dand strength.
+* According to the testimony of Mohammed himself, all his

- disciples had shown momentary hesitation before ac-

knowledging his mission, except Abti Bakr. Without

* being endowed with exceptional originality, without being
- &'very great man, Abt Bal};(r was best fitted to be master of

“'the situation: he possessed that which had formerly given

2 F_ather_“of Mobammed’s wife Ayesha. ¢ Bikr is the usual form, but Bakr,

. })nmn,,rlly mesning & young camel, is metaphorically applied to hlman . youth.

Lane's Lewicon, 8.v.) . . . The Persians, who liste him, call him ¢ Pir-i-Kaftdr,
the old she-hyzna.” Burton, Arabian Nights (1887), ii. 187 n. . - !
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the victory to Mohammed himself, and which his enemies
Incked—a steadfast faith,

" There was but little concert in the attack of the insur-
gents ; they were already at discord among themselves, and
were murdering one another. Ahbf Bakr, who had armed
every man able to take the field, seized the opportunity of
crushing the neighbouring clans. Later, when the loyal
tribes of the Hijdz* had furnished their contingents of men
and horses, and the main army had returned from the north,
bringing with them no little booty as the result of their
foray, he boldly assumed the offensive, dividing his army
into many divisions, which, although at the outset severally
- consisting of but a handful of men, grew as they marched,
by the accession of crowds of Arabs whom the fear, or hope,
of pillage attracted to the Moslem standards.

In Nejd, Khilid,® bloodthirsty and bold, attacked the
hordes of Toleiha, and the latter, who was previously * worth
a thousand men to an army,” on this occasion—forgetting
his duty as a warrior and only mindful of his réle as prophet
—wrapped in his cloak awaited inspiration from heaven, at
some distance from the battlefield. For a long time he
. waited in vain, but when his men began to waver, the in-
“spiration came. ¢ Follow me—if ye can!” he cried to his
comrades, and vaulting on his horse he fled at top speed.
That day the victors made no prisoners, ‘“Slay the apos-.
tates pitilessly, by the sword, by fire, by every kind of
torture!” Such were the instructions which Ab(i Bakr had
given to Khalid. e

Preceded by the fame of his victories and his cruelties,

Khalid marched against Museilima, the prophet of Yeméma,
who had just defeated two Moslem armies in succession.
The conflict was terrible. At first the rebels gained the
upper’ hand, and penetrated as far as Khalid's tent. The
--general, however, succeeded in driving them back to the
lain which lay between the two.camps. After several
Eours of stubborn resistance the insurgents were worsted on
all sides. “To the garden! To the garden!” arcse the
cry, as they retreated to a spacious orchard, surrounded by
a thick*wall, and provided with massive gates. Drunk with
slaughter, the Moslems pursued them. --With tnexampled
boldness two of them clambered astride the rampart and let

1 The wesfern plateau on which stand Meeca and Medina.

3 «The Sword of Allah,” son of al-Walid ; his savagery had more than oncé
" been rebuked by the Prophet. Before his éonvelsion he had been instramental in
defeating Mohammed at Ohod, SRR )
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themselves drop within the enclosure in order to open the
gates. One of them, riddled with wounds, instantly fell
dead ; the other, more fortunate, snatched the key and hurled
it over the wall to his comrades. The gates flew open and
the assailants entered in a torrent. A horrible massacre en-
sued in this arena, whence escape was impossible. 'Within
«The Garden of Death” the rebels, to the number of ten
thousand, were slain to the last man,

‘Whilst the fierce Khalid was thus quenching the insur-
réction in Central Arabia with rivers of blood, the other-
enerals were doing like deeds in the southern provinces.
%‘n. Bahrein the camp of the Bakrites was surprised during
an orgy, and they were put to the sword. A few, however,
who found time for escape, reached the sea-coast and sought
safety in the island of Dérin.! But the Musulmans were
soon upon their track? and slew them all. The like
carnage took place in ‘Omén, in Mahra, in Yemen, and in
Hadramaut. ere, the remnant of the forces of al-Aswad,
after having in vain implored the Moslem general for .

~ quarter, were exterminated; there, the commander of a

fortress could only obtain as the price of surrender the
promise of an ammesty for ten persons—all the rest of
the garrison being decapitated; in yet another district an
‘entire caravan route wasfor a long time rendered pestiferous
: b};) elxha,lations from the innumerable decaying bodies of the
rebeis, ' A
1If the Arabs were not altogether convineed by’ these.
torrents of blood that the religion preached by Mohammed
was true, they at any rate recognised in Islamism an irre- -
. sistible, and to some extent a supernatural, power. Deci-
- mated bythe sword,overwhelmed with terror and amazeinent,
, they.resigned themselves to becoming Moslems—at least
- ostensibly ; and the Khalif, that they might have no time
_._to recover from their dismay, forthwith hurled them against
 the Roman Empire and Persia—two nations ripe for
_: conquest, because for many years rent by intestine discord,.
" enervated by slavery, and cankered by all the viees of..
. ’decadence. Boundless wealth and vast domains compen-
.- gated  the Arabs for their submission. to the Law of the
.. Piophet ‘of Mecca, "Apostasy was unknown, it was un-.
* thinkable, - it meant death—upon this point the law of
‘Mohammed is inexorable—but sincere piety and zeal for

! In'the Persian:Gulf. . . I
» The sea haying been miraculously dried up, according to the legend.
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the faith were almost equally vare. By the most horrible
and atrocious means the outward conversion of the
Bedawin had been effected; that was much; it was in-
deed all that could faixly be looked for on the part of
these unfortunate people, who had witnessed the death of
their fathers, brothers, and children beneath the sword of
Khilid or the other pious executioners who were his
rivals,
. For a long time the Bedawin, neutralising by a passive
resistance the efforts made by zealous Moslems to instruct
them, neither learnt. the principles of the faith nor had the
.least desire to learn them. During the Khalifate of ‘Omar I,
.an old Arab made an agreement with a young man to lend
him his wife every other night, the young man in return
- undertaking to tend the other’s flock.. This singular com-
. pact having reached the ears of the Khalif, he summoned
. the two men to his presence and asked them whether they
did not know that Islamism forbade a husband to make
such a bargain. They declared that they knew of no such
‘law, Another man had wedded two sisters. ¢ Isit possible,”
" dernanded, the Khalif, ¢ that you were unaware that such an
-act is not permitted by our religion?” ¢ Yea,” replied the
- mans “I knew nothing of the soxt; and I confess that I
. g¢e nothing blameworthy in the act you censure.,” ¢ Never:
. thelegs, the law: is quite explicit on the point: instantly
re%ﬁdiate one of these sisters, or you lose your head)”
« Dost thou speak seriously #” ¢ Very seriously!” “Well,
it is a hateful religion to forbid such things, and I have
- gained nothing by having adopted it!” . So complete was
_ the poor wretch's ignorance, that he never suspected that
. in speaking. thus he ran the risk of being executed as‘a
blasphemer, or even an apostate. A century later, none
. of the Arab tribes settled in Egypt knew what had been
" permitted or forbidden by the Prophet. They would dilate
enthusiastically on the good old times, and on the wars and .
- heroes of pagan days—but, as for religion, it was never -
‘mentioned. At about the same epoch the Arabs quartered
in the north of Africa werein a similar case. = These worthy
* fellows drank their wine without suspecting the least in
" the world .that Mobammed had prohibited that beverage., -
. They were not a little astonished when miissionaries, sent -
by the Khalif ‘Omar II, arrived, to make them acquainted -
with the €act. There were even Moslems whose sole know-' .
ledge of the Koran consisted in the words, #In the name of -
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the Compassionate and Merciful God.”* It is possible, but
by no means certain, that there would have been greater
zeal for the faith, generally, if the means adopted for effect-
ing conversion hag been less detestable. It has always been
- extremely difficult to overcome the Bedawin’s lukewarmness
in matters of religion. In our own days, the Wahhdbis,*
that grim and puritanical sect which seeks to wipe out the
luxury and superstitious ritual with which in the course of
time Islamism became tainted—the sect which takes for its
motto “The Koran and nothing but the Koran,” just as
Luther took for his, “ The Bible and nothing but the Bible”
—the Wahhibis have endeavoured, but in vain, to wean
the Bedawin from their religious indifference. They have
seldom resorted to force, and they have found devoted
adherents among the settled Arabians, but not among the
Bedawin, who have preserved the true Arab character un-
alloyed. Although they sympathised with the political
- views of the innovators, although the tribes immediately
under the control of the Wahhébis were obliged to obscrve
their religious duties with greater strictness, and although
some of them, to serve their own interests, assumed an
appearance of zeal, and even of fanaticism-still, these
Bedawin did not become truly religious, As soon as~the
Wahhébi power had been broken up by Mohammnied ‘Al
they lost no time in dropping a ceremonial which mortally
wearied them. ¢ To-day,” wrote Sir R. F. Burton, ““there
is little or no religion to be met with in the desert: no one
+ troubles himself about the laws of the Koran.” \

The Arabs, therefore, although they accépted the revolu-
tion as an accomplished fact which it was impossible to undo,
- did not forgive those who.had brought it about, and would
not submit to the hierarchical sway which resulted from it.
Their opposition, at length, took another form: a conflict
' concerning principles became & personal struggle.

" In a-certain sense, the noble families—using that term to
mean those which for several generations had supplied chiefs .
to tribes—lost nothing through the revolution. It is true
ihat Mohammed wavered in his opinions with regard to the
nobility. Sometimes he preached absolute equality, ssome-
" times he recognised a ruling class. He had cried, “ No more

?'N'éln;le,ke, Gesch. des Qordns, p. 204, This formula prefaces each Sura of the
" Koran, with one exception. ~ '
* ‘Btill existing in India and elsewhere, and repeatedly guilty of"treasonable

practices, "
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pagan arrogance! No more pride of birth! All men are
Adam’s children, and Adam was made of the dust of the
earth : the worthiest man in God’s eyes, is he who fears Him
most]” And again, ¢ All men are equal, as are the teeth
of & comb; bodily strength alone makes some superior to
others.” But he had also declared, « Let those who were
nobles under paganism remain nobles under Islamism, pro-
‘vided that they pay homage to the True Wisdom ”—that is
to say, provided they become Moslems. Mohammed had
been, indeed, at times desirous of abolishing the Arab
aristocracy ; but either he was unable, or did not dare, to
carry out his wish, The nobility therefore still existed;
they maintained their privileges and acted as tribal chieftains ;
for Mohammed, far from indulging in the vain dream of
welding the Arabs into a nation, had maintained the tribal
organization (which he even declared to be of Divine
origin),> and each of these petty societies continued to live
only for itself, was engrossed in its own concerns, and took
no interest in matters that did not directly affect it. In war
they formed so many different bands, each with its standard,
borng by the sheik or a warrior appointed by him;* in the
towns each tribe had its own quarter, its own caravanserai,
and even its own cemetery., Strictly speaking, the right of
“appointing chiefs lay with the Khalif, but we must dis-
tinguish between this theoretical right and actual usage.
. Originally the Khalif could only confer the chieftainship of .
a tribe on one of its members, for the Arabs would obey .
a stranger very reluctantly—or not at all. Mohammed.
‘and Abti Bakr, accordingly, almost always conformed to this.. -
practice, and delegated their authority to men whose per-
sonal - influence was already acknowledged; while under °
‘Omar it appears that the Arabs claimed as a right the
appointment of none but their fellow-tribesmen as chiefs.
Usually, however, the tribes elected their own sheiks, and
the Khalifs were content with confirming their choice ; this
custom was indeed observed by the Wahh#bi leader in the
nineteenth century. The old nobility, therefore, had main-
tained its position: but a more influential class had been
created.” Mohammed, as well as his two immediate ‘suc-
cessors, had conferred the most important offices—such as the

" * Koran, Surs. xlix, 18. .
® In, later days the chiefs bore the standards in the Musulman armies, so that
“ standard-bearer” and ¢ chieftain” hecome synonymous. Recherches (1881), i..
81 n,, where authorities are cited. : ‘
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command of armies and the government of provinees ~upon
veteran Moslems, both Refugecs and Llclpers, e had but
little choice in the matter; for these were almost the only
sincere Islamites, and the only men upon whom the Govern-
ment—at once temporal and spiritusl—could rely.  What
confidence could be placed in tribal chiefs, never orthodox
and sometimes atheistic, such as ‘Oyeina, chief of the
Fezira, who said, “If there were a God, 1 should swear in
His name that I believed not in Him.”

The preference accorded to the Refugees and Llelpers
was, therefore, natural and legitimatc enough; but it was
none the less galling to the pride of the sheiks to sec town-
folk, husbandmen, and other nonentities placed over their
heads. Their tribesmen, who always identified ihe honour
of their chiefs with their own, were equally indignant ; they
impatiently awaited a {favourable opportunity to enforce by
arms their leaders’ claims and to make an end of the
fanatics who had slain their kinsfolk. Similar sentiments of
envy and implacable hatred animated the aristocracy of
Mecca, at the head of whomn were the Omayyads, In Lheir
pride and arrogance, they had scen with ill-dissembled weath
the original Moslems alone summoned to the Council of the
Khalif. Abf Bakr, it is true, had been inclined to let 4hen
share in its deliberations, bul ‘Omar had strongly opposed
the plan, and his advice had prevailed. We shall sec that
the Arab aristocracy at first tvied to recover influence with-
out having recourse to violence, but it might easily have
been foreseen that, if they failed in their attempt, they would
find eager allies against the Refugees and Helpers in the
sheiks of the Bedawin tribes.

[AurnowTies : Burckhardt, pp. 41, 160, 295; Burton, Pilgrimage, i, 86,
109; Oaussin, 1, 111, 114 ii. 78, 281, 891 ; iit. 99, 231, 988, 507 ;
Raikdn, £, 105; Ibn Khaldtn, Proleg. (xvi) 248; (xvii) 206; Al-
Basti, pp. 87-9, 45, 77, 161-2, 198, 200, 208-9, 237-9; Ibn
Adbarf, 1. 34; Kartds, p. 25; Istakhrd, p. 26; Ahmad ibn Abt
Yaktb, ff, 52-3, 64; Ibn Kutaiba, p, 121; Tabart, 1. 80, 1103 il.
4, 110, 164, 206, 208, 210, 224; Abd ’l-Mahésin, i. 848.]



CHAPTER 111
RISE OF THE OMMAYADS

HE Khalif ‘Omar, mortally wounded by the dagger of

a Christian artisan,’ had, when at the point of death,
named as electors of his successor the six senior Companions.
of Mohammed ; amongst these the most conspicuous were -
- “Alf, ‘Othmén, Zubair, and Talha. When ‘Omar had
breathed his last, the six electors sat in conclave for two
days, without arriving at any result, each member being
engrossed in emphasizing his own qualifications and disparag--
ing those of his colleagues. On the third day it was agreed
that the nomination of the Khalif should rest with one of .
the electors, who had renounced his own claims.* To the
great"disappointment of ‘Ali, Zubair, and Talha, he named
‘Otbmén, the Ommayad (A.D, 644). - -
- "'The choice was scarcely justified by ‘Othm#in’s person-
ality, e was, it is true, botgx wealthy and liberal, and had
made pecuniary sacrifices on behalf of Mohammed and his -
- followers ; but when it is added that he was- diligent in
- prayer and fasting, and that he was the personification of
- good-nature and diffidence, almost all his merits have béen
enumerated. His intellect, never very powerful, had been
" enfeebled by the approach of old age—he had reached three-
score years and ten—and so great was his timidity, that
when he mounted-the minbar for the first time, courage .
and words alike failed him. <A first attempt is a very-
difficult thing,” he muttered with a sigh, as he descended
from the pulpit. Unfortunately for himself,” this -kindly
old man had an excessive partiality for his family—and
his family belonged to that Meccan aristocracy who for.
twenty years had insulted, persecuted. and opposed -

1 One Feroze, or Abil Lulll, a native of Kifs, Sece Muir, dnnak of the Burly .
Oaliphats (1883, p. 278. P : :
. * The other two electors were Sa‘d ibn Abil Wakkés and ‘Abd-er-Rahmén fbn-
fAwf; the latter renounced his clait, RN L o
27
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Mohammed.! The Khalil was in complete subjection to them.
His uncle Hakam, and to a still greater degree Merwin, son
of the latter, soon became de faclo rulers, leaving Lo *Othmin
little else than the title of Khalif, and ihe responsibility for
all compromising measures, of which, notwithstanding, he
was usually kept in ignorance. The orthodoxy of these two
men, especially that of the father, was by no means above
suspicion. Hakam was only converled upon the day of
the capture of Mecca—and later, having betrayed certain
secrets confided to him by Mohammed, the Prophet had
laid his curse upon him and sent him into exile, Abt Bakr
and ‘Omar had confirmed this sentence. ‘Othmén, on the
other hand, recalled the banished reprobate, and presented
him with a hundred thousand pieces of silver, in addition
to certain lands which were not his to give, but were the
property of the State; [urthermore the Khalil appointed
Merwén his secretary and Vizier, gave him one of his
daughters in marriage, and enriched him from the spoils of
Africa. Eager to improve the opporlumity, other Omay-
yads, able and ambitious young men, the sons withal of
Mohammed’s most implacable enemics, sceured the most
lucrative posts, and this to the greal delight of the vulgar,
who were only too glad to exchange cldexly devotees, harsh
and austere, for jovial and witty nobles, but much Lo the
chagrin of devout Moslems, who conceived a profound
aversion to the new provincial governors. Who was there
that did not shudder at the recollection that Ab Sufyin—
father of that Mu‘dwiya whom ‘Othméin had appointed
Governor of all Syria—had been in command of the army
which defeated Mohammed at Ohod, and of that which
besieged him in Medina? X.eader of the Meccans, he did
not yleld until he saw that his cause was lost, and that ten
thousand Moslems were ready to overwhelm him and his
adherents ; even then, when called upon by Mohammed
to acknowledge him as the Messenger of God, he replied,

' fAbd |Shams
Omniyya.

Abu’l-As Ha.‘rb

|
Hnlmm ‘Affin Abi Sufyfin
Merwin I ‘Othmin Muyf dvl.tﬁyu I
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“Pardon my candour—but I still féel some doubt upon
that point.”  “Bear witness to the Prophet, or your head
falls,” was the reply. Convinced by this final argument, Abtt
Sufyin became a Moslem; but so short was his memory,
that a moment later he had forgotten his conversion,

Who, again, was there who did not remember Hind,
Mu‘dwiya’s mother—the atrocious woman who had made
necklaces and bracelets of the ears and noses of the Moslems
slain at Ohod—the woman who had ripped open the body
of Hamza, the Prophet’s uncle, and tearing thence the liver
had rent it with her teeth ?* Offspring of such a father and
such a mother, “son of the Liver-eater ” as he was called—
was it possible that Mu‘dwiya could be a true Moslem ?
His enemies boldly declared that he was not.

The case of the Governor of Egypt, ‘Othmén’s foster-
brother, was still worse. His courage was indisputable,
for he had defeated the Greek Governor of Numidia, and -
had gained a brilliant victory over the Greek fleet, though

‘greatly superior in number to his own; but he had been
Mohammed’s amanuensis, and when the Prophet dictated to
him his Revelations, he had tampered with the words and
perverted the meaning, His sacrilege having been detected,
he tosk flight and fell back into idolatry.®

.- On the day of the capture of Mecca, Mobhammed gave

‘orders that he should be slain, upon his being found hidden
behind the hangings which covered the Ka‘ba. The apos-
tate placed .himself under the protection of ‘Othmin, who
led him to the Prophet and besought his clemency. Mo-
hammed for a while remained silent: at last he muttered,
“I pardon him”; but when ‘Othmin had retired with his
protégé, the Prophet, casting an angry glance upon his

uards, cried, “ Why are ye so slow of understanding? I
ept silence that one of you might leap forth and slay that
man!” And the man was now governor of one of the
fairest provinces of the Empire. . :

Walid, half-brother of the Khalif, was made Governor of
Ktfat He suppressed the revolt in Azerbiijin when that

1 Probably as a charm.  Dr, Frazer (The Golden Bough (1900), fi. 357), states
that certain®iribes in S.F, Africa eat the liver of an enemy who hag behaved with
conspicnous bravery, since it is considered *the seat of valour,” @ Sir 8, Baker,
Temailia, ii. 354. , S

* (rAbdallah ibn Sad ibn) Abi Sarh. C -

_ ® Surg vi, 83 wus believed tc have been aimed against him: “Is any more
wicked then heswho deviseth a lie of God, or ssith, ‘I have had a revelation,’ when

nothing was revealed to him ™ :
¢ Sa‘d had been deposed. ‘
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province tried to regain its independence; his troops, in co- |
" operation with those of Mu‘dwiya, captured Cyprus, and his
prudent rule was praised throughout the province. Never-
theless, Walid’s father, ‘Okba, had spat in the Prophet's
face, and at another time had nearly strangled him; later,
upon being made prisoner by Mohammed and condemned
to death, when ‘Okba cried despairingly, * Who will care
for my children when I am gone ?” the Prophet replied,
“The fire of Hell !” The son, who came to be known of
" as “the Child of Hell,f‘)eellled to have taken some pains to
justify the prediction, vOnce, after a carousal which, under
the incentives of wine and the charms of beautiful singing-
girls, had been prolonged till dawn, Walid heard the
. muezzin proclaiming the hour of the morning prayer from
- a minaret. With a brain still heated by the fumes of wine,
and clad only in his tunic, he proceeded to the mosque and
there recited, with less titubancy than might have been
‘expected, the customary prayer, which, indeed, occupies
but ‘three or four minutes. This ended, he turned to the
congregation, and eried, probably to prove that he was per«
fectly sober, “Shall I recite yet another?” By Allah,”
* cried a pious Moslem in the first rank behind him, I will
. tarry for no other from such a man as thou! I should
never have believed that such a governor could have been
sent to us from Medina,” and forthwith he began to‘,f%ela.rdu
the pavement of the mosque. Flis example: was fo o.w'eg
by equally zealous bystanders, and Walid, to escape stoning,
" fled In haste. He re-entered his palace, reeling, and shout-
ing a verse from a pagan poet: “Where wine and son
" abound, there you will find me! Mine is no heart of flint,
- insensible to good cheer!” The famous poet al-Hutay*a!
"seems :to. have looked upon the adventure as an inspiring
one. “On' the Day of Judgment,” he sings, “al-Hutay‘s .
will certify that Walid in no way deserves the obloquy
““heaped on him.- What was his fault when all is related ?
‘When the prayer- was ended he but cried, ¢ Are ye minded
* tohear it again?’ e was merry with wine, and perchance

: “knew not very well what he said, It was providential,

+» 'Walid, that someone checked you, else peradventure you .

2 ‘would -have continued in ‘prayer until doomsday!™ " It -

" noust, however, be admitted that al-Hutay‘a, though a poet
of the highest rank, was a reprobate who by turns embraced

"' W d4'The Dwart”; surname.of Jarwal ibn Aus. See C.Huart, An —_—
L (003 pr b } sarnameof al ibn Aus. See gar,ArqbioLitorultura
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and abjured Islamism. There were, moreover, at Kafa
few persons, perhaps in the pay of the holy men of Medina,
who were by no means of his mind. Two of these betook
themselves to the Capital and denounced Walid. At first
‘Othmén refused to receive their depositions; but ‘AR
intervened, and, to the great regret of the Arabs of Kofa,
Walid was deprived. of his governorship. But the aged
Khalif was reproached by the orthodox party not only for
his choice of governors. He was further taxed with having
ill-treated many companions of the Prophet, with having
revived a pagan custom abolished by Mohammed, with
. purposing to take up his residence in Mecca, and—most
unpardonable offence of all—with having caused a new
edition of the Koran to be prepared, not by its most learned
" students—even he whom Mohammed had indicated as the
best “ Reader” of the Koran was not consulted—but by his
own most devoted adherents:! to make matters worse, this
version was declared to be the only authentic one, the Khalif
having ordered all the others to be burnt. Determined to
tolerate no longer such a state of affairs, ‘Othmin’s former
* tivals, ‘Ali, Zubair, and Talha—who, thanks to their having .
appropriated funds intended for the poor, had become so
' wealthy that they reckoned their money by the million—
:scattered their gold lavishly in all directions in order to stir
up reyolts. They were, however, only partially sucecessful: -
~sporadic risings took I];)lace, but the bulk of the people re-. -
‘mained faithful to the Khalif. At last, relying on’the
temper of the Medinese, the conspirators introduced imto-
the Capital a few hundreds of those Bedawin of gigantic
stature and swarthy complexion who were always ready to .
" commit murder for hard cash, These so-called avengers of
‘outraged religion, after having maltreated the Khalifin the
mosque, proceeded to besiege him in his palace, which was
defended by only five hundred men, mostly slaves, under .
Merwan’s command. It was hoped that ‘Othmén would .
abdicate voluntarily, but this expectation was not-fulfilled.
Believing that no one would dare to attempt his life, or
perhaps reckoning on Mu‘dwiya’s assistance, the Khalif dis-.
played inuch firmness. Extreme measures therefore became
necessary.- After a siege of several weeks, the niffians broke .

. ' ‘Othman, i‘n 651, entrusted Zaid ibn.Thabit" (a 1_’0rm§r amanuensis of the
Prophet) with the preparstion of a revised version 'in sseociation with three .

Kurashites. See Muir, Lifs of Mobammad (1912), xxi. &q.; Nicholson, Lit. Hist, of .-

the Arabs (1907), p. 142 ; Margoliouth, Mohammedanism (1911), pp. 60-70. ~ ~ -
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into the palace from a neighbouring house; assassinated the
venerable octogenarian as he was piously rending the
Koran ;! and, to crown all, proceed to pillage the public
treasury. Merwén and the other Omayyads had time to
escape (a.D. 656). The Medinese, or * Defenders "—for
this name passed from the Companions of Mohammed. to
their descendants—had stood aloof, and the house from
which the assassins had entered the palace actually belonged
to the Beni Hazm, a family of Defenders, who later on
became conspicuous for their hatred of the Omayyads. This
untimely neutrality, only too closely resembling complicity,
was made a subject of stern reproach by their poet Hassin
ibn Thabit,® who had been a devoted adherent of ‘Othmin, .
and who had good grounds for fearing that the Omayyads
would revenge themselves upon his fellow-tribesmen for
their kinsman’s death. “ When the venerable old man,” he
said, «“saw death staring him in the face, the Defenders did
not lift a hand to save him. Alas! soon will your walls ring
-with the cry: ‘God is great! Vengeance, vengeance for
‘Othmén!’”
<Ali,’ raised to the Khalifate by the Defenders, dismissed
all ‘Othmén’s governors and replaced them by Moslems
of the old school, for the most part also Defenders, *The
orthodox party were victorious; they procceded to re-estab-
lish themselves in power, to crush the tribal nobility and
the Omayyads—those converts of yesterday who aimed at
being the. pontiffs and doctors of the morrow. Their
triumph was of short duration. Dissensions broke out even
in the Council-chamber. Each of the triumvirs, in hiring
the murderers of ‘Othmén, had felt the Khalifate within
his. grasp.  Baffled in their hopes, Talha and Zubair, com-
pelled at the point of the sword to swear allegiance to
their - fortunate rival, quitted Medina to join the ambitious
and treacherous Ayesha. The Prophet’s widow had formerly
. conspired against ‘Othmén, but she now incited the populace
to avenge him and to revolt against ‘Alf, whom she hated
with all' the bitterness of wounded pride: had he not,

. "3 When the insurgents burst in he ‘was reé.ding Sura fii. 174, which refers to
the battle of Ohod, and contains the words: “ When men said to them, ¢ Verily

-the Meccans have mustered against you; therefore fear them !’ it only in~

' :drmg?a:‘!ll.;i'l" ﬁ.ﬁth, and they said, ‘Our sufficiency is in God ; and excellent the

R éag‘ormerly Mohammed’s court poet. D, 8. Margoliouth, Mokgmmed (1905),
* Bon of Abii Tlib, and husband of Fitima, the Prophet’s daughter,
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during her husband’s lifetime, once dared to asperse her
virtue ¢* :
No foresight could anticipate the issue of the struggle
Ayesha was entering upon. The forces of the confederates
were as yet but few in number: ‘Al could reckon beneath
his banner none but ‘Othmén’s assassins and the Defenders,
It was for the nation at large to decide between the rivals.
But it remained neutral. At the tidings of the murder
of the good old man a ery of indignation had rung through
all the provinces of the widespread Ewpire, and if the
complicity of Zubair and Talha had been less well known,
they might perhaps, as opponents of ¢Ali, have enlisted the
sympathy of the masses. But their participation in the
crime was patent to all. “Must we show thee, then,”
cried the Arabs to Talha, in the Mosque at Basra, ¢ the
letter in which thou incitedst us to rise against ‘Othmén?”
And Zubair was reminded that he had urged the men of
Kifa to rebel. There was indeed scarcely a man to be
found who would draw the sword on behalf of either of
these hypocrites, who were equally held in contempt.
Meanwhile, it was deemed desirable to maintain, as far
as possible, the organization established by ‘Othmén, as well
as the Governors whom he had appointed. Accordingly,
‘when the officer upon whom ‘Alf had conferred the govern.
ment of Kafa approached his destination, he was met. by
" the Arabs of that town, who bluntly told him that they
demanded the punishment of ‘Othmén’s murderers, that -
they intended to keep their existing Governor, and that,
as for himself, they would cleave his skull if he did. not
instantly turn back, The Defender appointed to the com-
mand in Syria was stopped at the frontier by a band of
horsemen. - ¢ Wherefore comest thou?” was the leader’s
challenge. “To be thy Emir.” ¢ Ifany man save ‘Othmén
sent thee it were well for thee to retrace thy steps.”
“ Know ye not what has happened at Medina ?” ¢« We know
it but too well, and therefore we counsel thee to.return
whence thou camest.” The Defender prudently took ‘the
proffered advice. ) o
At Jength ¢Ali found opportune friends and wuseful
servants in the Arabs of KGfa. These he won over to his
cause, not without difficulty, by promising to take up
his abode in their city and thus render it the capital of the
Empire. With their aid proving victorious in what is
' 1 See Muir, Lifs of Mohammad (1012), pp. 299 #q, '
- c
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known as the ¢ Battle of the Camel,”’* he rid himself of his
rivals, Talba was mortally wounded; Zubair was assassi-
nated-as he fled; -Ayesha besought and obtained pardon.
The glory of the victory rests with the Defenders, who
formed the larger part of the cavalry.

Henceforth ‘Ali was master of Arabia, ‘Irik, and Egypt,
in the sense that his authority was not flagrantly disputed
in. those provinces; nevertheless, his rule was endured
frigidly, and even with manifest aversion. The Arabs of
‘Irik, whose co-operation was of the greatest importance,
"never failed to find an excuse for not taking the field at his
orders ; in the winter it was too cold, and in the summer it
was too hot.?

Syria, however, alone persistently refused to recognise
‘Alf,’ Mu‘dwiya could not have submitted, even had he
wished it, without tarnishing his honour. Even in our own
days the Egyptian fellah, degenerate and oppressed as he is,

~will avenge a relative’s murder, though he knows that
_vengeance will cost him his life, Could Mu‘dwiys then
leave unpunished the assassination of a kinsman?® Could
he submit to a man who counted murderers among his
. generals? Moreaqver, even if he was not stitred by the
-call of blood, he was actuated by ardent ambition, +Flad
he so desired, he might probably have saved ‘Othmfn by
marching to his aid. But this would have conferred no
benefit on Mu‘dwiya himself, who while ‘Othmin lived
must have remained what he was—GQGovernor of Syria, Hé
acknowledged that ever since the Prophet had said to him,
. “ If thou obtainest the sovereignty, acquit thyself well,” his
mind had been set upon no oﬁxer object, he had aimed at
" no,other goal, save the Khalifate, : ,
. - And now circumstances were wholly in his favour; he
hoped for all, he was ready to dare all. His ambition was
about to be realized! He would cast aside every restraint
- and every scruple! His cause was just, and he could rel
: -upon the Arabs of Syria; they were his, body and soul.
. Cultured, amiable, generous, with a profound knowledge
of the human heart, clement or severe as circumstances
. demanded, . Mu‘wiya had -discovered .how to gain their
» 1 Tespect -and affection by his personal qualities..  Between
= :aﬂ;lggq:l;?oi;;ﬂnmgau& AD, 656:. ' ?o Icvulleld from Ayeshe’s camel, T/vhioh wag o
g i agown expression ; seo Reiske, dnmerkungon au Ablifsdn, i, 07, Cf, Koran,
"% % Second consin; seep. 28m, . | - o o



L 8] MU‘AWIYA’S REVOLT 35

them and himself, moreover, community of views, senti-
ments, and interests formed an additional bond. For the
Syrians, Islanism was but a dead-letter, a vague and con-
fused formula to which they did not even try to attach a
meaning ; the duties and ceremonies prescribed by that
religion were irksome to them; they felt an inveterate
hatred against the upstart nobles who had no other title
to. rule them than that of having been Companions of
Mohammed, and they regretted the bygone sway of the
tribal chiefs. At a word they would have marched straight .
upon the two Holy Cities to pillage and burn them and
to massacre their inhabitants. The son of Abt Sufyin and
Hind shared their desires, their fears, their resentments, and
their hopes. Such were the true causes of the sympathy -
which subsisted between the prince and his subjects; and
which was later exhibited in an affecting manner when
Mu‘dwiya, after a long and glorious reign, had drawn his
last breath and was accorded his last honours. The Emir
to- whom Mu‘dwiya had entrusted the Government until
Yazid, the heir to the throne, should arrive at Damascus,

ordered that the coffin should be borne by the kinsmen of
the llustrious dead ; ‘but on the day of the obsequies, as the
procéision started, the Syrians cried to the Emir: « Whilst
the Khalif lived we took part in all his expeditions ; his joys
and sorrows were ours. Permit us, therefore, to-day also to
play our part.” Their request having been granted, they

ressed forward with such eagerness to touch, if it were -
- but with the tips of their fingers, the bier on which lay the '
remains of their beloved prince, that the. pall was torn to -
“pieces,
P It 'was evident to ‘Ali, from the very first, that the
'Syrians. identified Mu‘dwiya’s cause with their own. He
'was told that every day a hundred thousand men came to
mourn at the Mosque before ‘Othmén’s blood-stained shirt,
having made a solemn oath to avenge him. Six months
had elapsed since -the murder, when ‘Ali, victor on the’
“Day of the Camel,” for the last time sumimoned Mu‘dwiya
to make submission. Thereupon Mu‘dwiya; displaying to .
the Arabs assembled in-the Mosque the bloody, garment,!
besought their-advice. - He was listened to’in soleron and -
respectful silence, and when he had made an end, one of the -
nobles, acting as spokesman for- the rest, réplied with pro-

L Together with the severed fingers of ‘Othmén’s fajthfal wife Ntila, who .ti-'ie‘d'
' 0 save him. See Muir, The Culiphate (1891), p. 248. . . O
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found deference: “Prince, it is for thee to counsel and
command, and for us to hearken and to do!” Proclamation
was forthwith made that every man able to bear arms must
betake himself without delay to the hanner of his clan, and
that whosoever should be found absent from his post after
three days would be condemned to death. Not a man was
. missing at the appointed time. "The enthusiasm was as
sincere as it was universal: it was for a truly national
cause that they were about to fight. Syria alone furnished
Mu‘swiya with more soldiers than all the other provinces
together supplied to ‘Ali. 'The latter sorrowfully compared
the zealous devotion of the Syrians with the lukewarmness
of his Arabs of ‘Irfk. <« Willingly would I exchange ten
of you for one of Mu‘awiya’s soldiers,” he said: “ By Allah,
the Son of the Liver-eater will triumph!”

It seemed probable that the quarrel would be fought
out'jon the plains of Siffin, near the right bank of the
Euphrates." However, after the two opposing armies had
come within touch of one another, several weeks were spent
in ineffective negotiations and in sanguinary but indecisive
skirmishes. Both sides avoided a general engngement, At
length, however, when all attempts at conciliation had
failed, the battle was joined. The veleran Companidns of
Mohammed fought with the fanatical fury of the days when
they compelled the Bedawin to choose hetween Islamism
and death. In their eyes the Arabs of Syria were virbu.
ally pagans. “My oath, my oath!” cried Ammir,*® then
more than ninety years old. “Naught is more meritorious
in God’s sight than to do battle with these infidels! 1f I
am slain by their spears, T am a martyr for the true faith|
Follow me, Companions of the Prophet! The Gates of
Heaven open for us, the Houris await our coming!™:
Throwing himself into the thickest of the fray, he fought
like a lion, till, riddled with wounds, he fell dead. Kor
their own part, the Arabs of ‘Irdk, seeing that their honour
was at stake, fought more bravely than might have been
antieigated, and ‘All’s cavalry executed so vigorous a charge
that the Syrians fell back. Kearing that the battle was lost,

S Mu‘awiya had already put his foot in the stirrup with a view
. to taking flight, when ‘Amr, son of al-¢As, came up to him.

~“Ha!” cried the prince, “thou art ever boasting of thy

Cos Ty the-west of Ricea (Nicephorium), at the confluence of ) '
. the Belik, .Sée Muir, op. cit., p: I2)70. h ? contuence o th—c Tuphrates md,

" ? Formerly vaernor' of Kifa, and one of the assassins of ‘Othman.
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craft in overcoming difficulties; hast thou found some way
of escape from the disaster which threatens us? Thou
rememberest that I promised thee the Government of
Egypt if I proved victorious. Counsel me, then, what to
do.” ‘*Amr, who had maintained communications with
‘Alf’s army, thereupon advised Mu‘dwiya to order all those
of his soldiers who possessed copies of the Xoran to fasten
them to the points of their lances. ¢ Then,” he continued,
“ declare that you leave the issue to be decided by the
Book itself. I will take upon myself full responsibility for
this advice: I know it to be sound.” ‘Amr, In fact, in
anticipation of eventual defeat, had previously arranged this
coup de thédire with several of the enemy’s leaders, amongst
whom the chief was Ash‘ath, the greatest traitor living.
Ash‘ath, indeed (who when he was yet a pagan. and sher
of the Beni Kinda, had boldly assumed the title of King),
had but little reason to be well-disposed to Islamism or its
founder, for when he abjured Islamism under Abfi Bakr he
had seen the whole of the garrison of his fortress of Nojair
decapitated by the Moslems. Mu‘dwiya followed ‘Amr’s
advice, and gave orders that the Korans should be affixed
to the spears. The sacred book was rare among this army
"of edghty thousand men: scarcely five hundred copies were
.forthcoming, but these sufficed in the eyes of Ash‘ath and
his friends, who crowded around the Khalif, and cried:
“We bow to the decision of God’s Book; we call for an
armistice ! ” : T

“«It is a ruse!” said ‘All, trembling with rage: “an
infamous trick. Those Syrians scarce know what the Koran
is: their every action violates its precepts!” * But since -
- we are fighting for God's Book, how can we refuse its
- arbitrament ¢”  * Nay, we are fighting to constrain these
men to submit to God’s laws: t%xey have rebelled against
the Almighty; they have rejected his sacred Book., Think
ye that Mu‘dwiya, or ‘Amr, or the Child of Hell and the
rest care aught for religion or the Koran?. I know them
better than ye: I have known them as children, and I have -
known, them as men ; and, men or children, they have ever
been workers of iniquity.” ¢ Nevertheless,” was the reply;
“they appeal to God’s Book, and.thou appealest to the
sword.” : R I '

« Alas, too well I see that ye are determined to abandon
me. Depart then; join yoursélves to the remnants of the
confederacy made of yore against our Prophet! Depart, .
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and ally yourselves with these men, who ery, *God and
his prophet’—all a cheat and alie!” * Recall Ashtar from
the field,” they cried—he was in command of the cavalry—
s or the fate of ¢ Othmén awaits thee.”

Knowing that they would not hesitate to carry out their
threat if necessary, ‘Ali yielded. He sent the order for
retreat to the victorious general then closely pursuing the
enemy. Ashtar refused to obey. The tumult burst forth
afresh. ‘Ali repeated his orders. *Can the Khalif know
that the victory is ours ?”* cried the gallant Ashtar.  Must
I turn back at the very moment when the enemy is on the
point of utter defeat 2« What boots your victory,” replied
one of the messengers, an Arab of ‘Irdk, *if meanwhile

"¢Ali is murdered?” With a heavy heart, the General
ordered the retreat to be sounded. That day the erstwhile
King of the Kinda tasted the sweets of revenge: he it was
who initiated the ruin of those pious Moslems who had
stripped him of his kingship and had slain his fellow-tribes-

~ men at Nojair. ‘All sent him to Mu‘dwiya to inquire in
what way he proposed to decide the dispute by the Koran.

- “‘All and 1,” replied Mu‘diwiya, “wilf each appoint an
~umpire. These two umpires will then decide, in accord-

"ance with the Xoran, which of us twain hath the lkatter
iilglﬁ to the Khalifate. For my part, I select *‘Amr, son of

i S.” ' I'

When Ash‘ath reported this reply to ‘Ali, the latter

wished to nominate his cousin ‘Abdallah, son of *‘Abbds,

This, however, was held to be inadmissible: so near a kins-

. man could not be impartial. When ‘Alf next proposed his
brave general Ashtar, the cry was raised: “ Who is it that -

has set the world on fire, if ‘it is not Ashtar?”. «We will
have no. one else as arbitrator except Ab0 Mfis,” said the

. treacherons Ash‘ath. ¢ But that man oweth me a grudge,”

cried ‘Alf, « ever since I deprived him of the governorship
of Ktifa: he hath played me false, he. hath hindered the

. Arabs of ‘Irak from following me to the field; how can I

. 'entrust my interests to .him?” “We will accept none

. “other!” and the ‘reﬁl,y was followed by a renewal of fierce
. 'threats. At last ‘Ali, as the price of peace, gave his assent.

.. Twelve thousand soldiers immediately deserted his banner,

" after having-called upon him in vain' to ‘snnul the covenant
< which he had just made, and which they regsrded as
.. sacrilegious, inasmuch as the settlement of the quarrel rested

., with (od ‘alone, and not with men. There was at least one
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traitor among them, if, as alleged, Ash‘ath was of their
number; but they were for the most part pious Readers of
the Koran, honest men, strongly attached to their religion,
highly orthodox~—but what they held to be orthodoxy was
not that of ‘Alf and the Medinese nobility. For a long
timne, indignant at the depravity and hypocrisy of the Com-
panions of Mohammed—who used their religion to further
the ends of their worldly ambition—these * Nonconfor-
mists ” had determined to cut themselves adrift from the
official Church at the earliest opportunity." Republicans
and democrats to a man, in religion as well as in politics—
austere moralists withal, seeing that they ranked grave sins
with infidelity—they present many points of resemblance
with those adherents of Cromwell, the English Indepen-
dents of the seventeenth century. ,
Some chroniclers hold that the arbitrator nominated
by ‘All was outwitted by his colleague; others, that he
betrayed his master. At any rate the war broke out afresh.
*Ali encountered disgrace after disgrace, defeat after defeat.
His victorious rival bereft him successively of Egypt and
Arabia, Master of Medina, the Syrian general, ascending the
throne, exclaimed: * Aus and Khazraj! What hath be-
- gorfte of the venerable old man who used to be seated here ?
‘By heaven! if it were not that, I: feared the wrath of
Mu‘dwiya, my master, not one.of you should be spared! .-
Yet, take the oath of allegiance to Mu‘Awiya without reser-
vation and ye shall be pardoned.” The majority of the
Defenders were absent, in ‘Alf’s army, but the oath was - -
wrung from the rest. : i
" Not long afterwards ‘Ali fell victim to the vengeance of
a-young Khirejite maiden, whose father and brother he had
- caused to be beheaded,? and who as the price of her hand in
- marriage to her cousin® had demanded of him the head of
- the Khalif (oD, 661). : X
- ¢Ali’s-son, Hasan,* inherited his claims to the Khalifate.
He was ill-suited to be leader- of a party: indolent .and
sensual, he preferred an easy, uneventful life .of opulence
to glory, power, and the cares of a throne. The true head
of the party was henceforth the Defender Kais, son of Sa‘d,
1 Ar. Khawhridj ; *“ Kharejite” meaning probably " one who leaves Lis home -
among unbelievers for God's sake¥ (Eoran, iv. 101). Ses R. A. Nicholson, Lit. -
Hist. of the Arabs (1907), p. 209. - ) T :
2 At Nehwwin. See Muir, Ansale (1883), p. 412,

- 3 Thn Muljam, of the tribe of Beni Taym, . . . 2
* ¢ Nicknamed “The Divorcer”’; see Muir, The Caliphgte (1891), p. 802, -
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a man of gigantic statwre and athletic frame, a splendid
type of physical foree, and distinguished by his bravery in
twenty battles. Fis piety was exemplary : if need were he
would perform his religious duties at the peril of his life.
One day when he was engaged in prayer, he saw a large
serpent coiled upon the spot where he was about to lay his
forehead. Too scrupulous to interrupt his prayer, he con-
tinued it, and placeg bis head calmly by the side of the
“reptile. The serpent coiled itself around his neck, without
doing him any barm. Not until he had finished his devo-
tions did he seize the creature and throw it to a distance.
This pious Moslem hated Mu‘diwiya, not only because he
regarded him as the enemy of his fellow-tribesmen in
eneral and of his family in particular, but also because he
%eemed him an infidel. XKais would, indeed, never admit
that Mu‘dwiys was an Islamite. To such a pitch did the
mutual hatred of these two men attain, that while Kais was
Governor of Egypt, under ‘Alf, they entered into corre-
spondence solely for the pleasure of loading cach other with
insults. One would begin his letter with *“Jew, son of a
Jew!” and the other would retaliate with *I’agan, son
of a pagan! Thou adoptedst Islamism grudgingly, under
compulsion, but thou hast rejected it with right goodWwill,
Thy faith, if thou hast any, is of yesterday, hut thy hypo-
crisy is inveterate.” From the first, Flasan’s pacific aims
were but ill-concealed. « Stretch forth thy hand,” said Xais
to him; “I will swear allegiance to thee when thoun hast
first made osth to obey God’s Book as well as the laws
ordained by the Prophet, and to draw the sword upon
our foes.” “I swear,” replied Hasan, “to submit to the
Eternal, and to obey God’s Book, and the laws of the
Prophet; but thou shalt engage on thy part to . hear
.- obedience to me; to fight against those to whom I declare
* war, and to sheathe the sword when I make peace.” Kais
took the oath, but the Khalif’s words had produced an ill

- effect. “He is not the man we need,” folk murmured ;

- “he will never make war.” For the Defenders, all would
" be lost if Mu‘dwiya got the upper hand: 'Their fears were
.~ Speedily realized. For several months Hasan, although he
- had 'no- inconsiderable forces at his disposal, remained in~

.active at MedAin:? he had probably entered into negotis~
tions with Mu‘dwiya. At last he sent Xajs against the

- -* On theTigris, called the * Twin City ” sin e it occupi i
‘ anclent Ctesiphg(;; ;nd;SGhucia. s 4 Blv ce it occupied the site o‘f th'e_ more
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Syrian frontier, but with too small a force, and the brave
Defender was overwhelmed by superior numbers. The
fugitives on rcaching Mediin in great confusion maltreated
Hasan, who, if he had not actually betrayed them to the
enemy, had laid himself open to grave suspicion. Hasan
thereupon, on the condition of resigning all claim to the
Khalifate, concluded peace with Mu‘dwiya. The latter
guaranteed him a magnificent pension, and promised an
amnesty to his followers.

Kais, however, still had under his command five thousand
men, all of whom after ‘Ali’s death had shaved their heads
in token of mourning. 'With this little army he was desirous
of carrying on the war, but being by no means sure that his
soldiers shared his own glowing ardour, he addressed them
thus : “Ifit is your desire, we will continue to fight, and will
die to the last man rather than smrrender; but if ye elect to
sue for terms, so be it. Make your choice!” The soldiers
chose peace, c

Kais, accompanied by his chief fellow-tribesmen, accord-
ingly sought the presence of Mu‘dwiya, craved pardon for
himself and his men, and reminded him of the words of the

:* Prophet, who upon his deathbed had commended the De-
fenders to the ogljmer Moslems, saying : *“ Honour and respect
those who gave shelter to the Prophet in his flight, and firmly
established the foundations of his cause.” ,

In conclusion, Kais gave Mu‘dwiya to understand that
the Defenders would cheerfully place their services. at his .
disposal : for, in spite of their devoutness, and their repug-
nance to serving an unbeliever, they could not reconcile
themselves to the loss of important and lucrative posts.
Mu‘dwiya replied to this effect: “I know not, Defenders,
what title ye have to my clemency. By heaven! ye have
been my implacable foes. Tt was ye who, at the battle of
Siffin, came near to overwhelming me when your glittering

~ gpears wrought havoe amongst my men. The satires of your
poets have stung me to the quick. .And now that God has
established that which ye sought to overthrow, ye come to
e and say, < Pay heed to the Prophet’s words.’ - Nay ! union
between us is scarcely conceivable.” L

Kais, with wounded pride, changed his tone. ¢ Our title
to thy clemency,” said he, “consists in our being good
Moslems: that alone suffices in the sight of God. It is
trae that the men who are in league against the Prophet
have other claims which weigh witk thee: we do not envy
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them. It is true that we have been thine enemies in the field ;
but had it been thy desire, thou couldst have prevented the
war. Our poets may have provoked thee with their satires
in so far as these are false, they will be forgotten, but the
truths that theycontain will abide. Thy power is established;
with regret we admit the fact. In the battle ol 8iffin, when
we came pear to overthrowing thee, we fought under the
banners of & man who believed that he was fulfilling God's
will. As for the Prophet’s exhortation, every true belicver
will follow it ; but since thou declarest that there is incom-
patibility between us, God alone can henceforth preserve
thee from doing ill, O Mu‘awiya!” ¢ Begone! and that in- -
stantly,” cried the Khalif, indignant at such audacity.

The Defenders had succumbed. Power naturally re.
turned to the tribal chiefs—the old nobility. Nevertheless
the Syrians were not satisfied; they had hoped to enjoy to
the full an all-embracing revenge. Mu‘diwiya, in his modera-
tion, would not permit this: but they well knew that the
day would come when the conflict would bluze lorth once
more, and then there would be a struggle to the death,
As for the Defenders, they gnawed their hearts in unger
and vexation, While Mu‘dwiya lived, the power of ihe
Omayyads was so firmly established that it was useléis for
them to challenge it; but Mu‘dwiya was not immortal, and
far from giving way to despair, the Medinese prepared for a
future struggle,

During this interval of enforced inaction, the task of the
warriors devolved upon the poets on both sides; bloodthirsty
satires gave vent to their mutual hatred. 'They attacked
one another without respite; there were daily broils, and
ceaseless bickerings. 'While the Syrians and the Omayyad
princes lost no opportunity of showing their hatred and scorn

of the Defenders, the latter never failed to pay them back
in their own coin,

[AvThoRrMiEs : Mastddt (MS, 127 , pp« 185, 104, 2046, 281-2, 277~8;
(MS. 587), pp. 141, 1569; Tabarf, ii. pp. 260, 252; Ibn Badrin,
p. 148; Nawawi, p. 565; Raikdn, ff, 188-140, 197, 200; Sharasténi,
pp. 85-6; Mdbarrad, pp. 278, 3045 ; AbA ‘l-Mahdsiv, i p, 118.]



CHAPTER 1V
YAZID I

U‘AWIYA, shortly before his death, counselled his
son Yazid to keep a watchful eye on Husain, ‘All’s
second son,* and on the Refugee ‘Abdallah, son of that Zubair
who had disputed the throne with the Prophet’s son-in-law.
These two men were dangerous. They both resided at
Medina, and on Husain’s informing <Abdallah that he had
good reason to believe that the Khalif was dead, ‘Abdallah
sounded him as to his intentions. “Never will I acknow-
ledge Yazid as my sovereign,” exclaimed Husain; “he is
a wine-bibber, and a profligate, and has an infatuation for
the chase.” <Abdallah made no reply, but Husain’s opinion
was his own, , ,

" Yazid 1 possessed neither his father’s moderation nor
his refinement of manners, nor did he share his love of ease
and comfort, e was a faithful image of his mother, Mayson,
a mettlesome Bedawy lady, who, as she herself had declared
in spirited verse, preferred the whistling of the breeze in the
Desert to the strains of the most talented musicians, and a
crust ‘of bread eaten in the shadow of a tent to all the-
dainties set before her in the gorgeous halls of Damascus. |
Trained under his mother in the desert of the Beni Kelb, -
* Yazid brou%ht to the throne the qualities expected in a
. young tribal chief rather than in & monarch and hierarch.

‘He despised ceremony and etiquette ; affable to all,? jovial,
- generous, eloquent, no mean poet, a lover. of the chase, the
ance, wine and song—his sympathy with the frigid and
austere religion at the head of which chance had set him,
and against which his grandfather had unsuccessfully fought,
was lukewarm indeed. The devoutness—often insincere,
and the rectitude-—often feigned, of the véterans of Islamism,

i The eldest son, Hasan ¢¢The Divoreer,” ‘was-dead, hm_r'ijnglbein% poisoned by
one of his wives. The Shi‘ites believe that the dedd was instigated by Mun‘awiya,:
See The Miracle Play of Hasan and Hosein, by Sir L. Pelly; with nates by 8ir A. N,

" Wollaston (1879), ] . ST o

® “Nullam umquam sibi regalis fastigii causs gloriam 'appetivit, sed cum -
omnibus tiviliter vixit.” Isid. e. 18, R . s
. ' 43



44 SPANISH ISLAM (L 4

were abhorrent to his frank nature; he did not attempt to
conceal his preference for the days which the theologiang
called “The Ignorance”;' he indulged, v:'lthout seruple,
in pleasures forbidden by the Koran; he yielded to every
caprice of his whimsical and volatile disposition; and he
stood upon ceremony with no man. He was detested at
Medina ; butin Syria he was adored.?

As usual, the old Moslem party had a superabundance
of officers and no troops. Husain, who after he had eluded
the vigilance of the too credulous Governor of Medina,
had sought refuge, together with ¢Abdallah, on the sacred
soil of Mecca, was overjoyed to receive letters from the
Arabs of Koifa, urging him to place himself at their head,
They pledged themselves to recognise him as Khalif, and
to induce the whole population of ‘Irfk to declare for him.
Messengers from Kofa followed one another in quick sue-
cession ; the last brought a petition of prodigious length, .
the appended signatures filling no fewer than & hundred and
fifty leaves. In vain did deﬂr—sifhted friends implore him
not to plunge rashly into so perilous an enterprise, but to
mistrust the promises and factitious enthusinsm of a people
who had deceived and betrayed his father. Iusain, how-
ever, proudly exhibiting the innumecrable pctitions which
he had received—amounting, so he boasted, to nearly &
camel:load—preferred to listen to the baneful promptings of
his ambition. He bowed to destiny, and set out for Kifa,
to the great satisfaction of his pretended friend ‘Abdallah,
who, while generally believed quite incapable of opposing
the Prophet's grandson, inwardly vejoiced at seeing him
deliberately march to his doom, and spontaneously offer his
head to the executioner.

. ‘Religious sentiment did not enter into the devotion dis- -

played to Husain’s cause in ‘Irfk. This provinee was ex-
ceptionally circumstanced. Mu‘dwiya, although a Meccan
by birth, had founded a dynasty essentially Syrian, Under
his reign Syria had become the preponderating province.
~ Damascus was henceforth the capital of the Empire: under
* the Khalifate of ‘Al, Kafa had held the post of honour.

~ Wounded in their pride, the Arabs of <Irik ‘evinced from

"1 Ar. Jehikiyye, “ The Age of Barbarism,”

© ? *Vir nimium gratissime habitus,? Isid. The observations of this almost
coutemporary writer on the character of the Omagynds possess peculiar interest,
for. he expresses the opinions of the Syrians of Spain, while mere recent Arab
:  chroniclers usually judge these princes from the point of view of the Medinese.
See also the elegy on the death of Yazid in Wright, Opuscule Arabion, h. 118-18,
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the first a turbulent, seditious, anarchical, and, in a word,
a very Arab spirit. 'The province soon became a focus for
political firebrands—the haunt of brigands and assassins.
Mudwiya thereupon entrusted the Government to Ziyad,
his natural brother.' Ziyid was not content with keeping
hotheads in check ; he exterminated them. Patrolling the
country with an escort of soldiers, lictors, and executioners,
he put down with an iron hand the slightest attempt to stir
up political or social disorder. His stern and even ruthless
administration soon established security throughout the pro-
vince; but it was precisely for this reason that ‘Irfk was
ready to welcome Husain.

The inhabitants of the province were, however, held more
firmly in the clutches of terrorism than they themselves
were aware. ZiyAd was no more, but he had left a son
worthy of him—by name ‘Obaidallah. It was to him that
Ziy4d entrusted the task of stifling the conspiracy at Kafa
when Nu‘mén ibn Bashir, Governor of the town, had shown
a moderation which the Khalif deemed suspicious. Setting
out from Basra at the head of his troops, ‘Obaidallah halted
at some distance from Kifa. Then, veiling his face, he
entered .the town at nightfall accompanied by only ten of
his sbldiers. In order to probe the intentions of the popu-
lace, he posted some of his men to acclaim him as he passed
by, as though he had been Husain. Forthwith many
citizens of high rank offered him hospitality. The  pre-
tended Husain declined their invitations, and surrounded
by an excited crowd shouting “Long live Husain!” he.
rode straight to the citadel. Nu‘mén instantly ordered the
. gates to be shut. “Open!” cried ‘Obaidallah, “and admit
the Prophet’s grandson!”  Return whence thou camest!”
replied. Nu‘mén ; «I foresee thy fate, and I would not have
it said that Husain, Son of ‘Ali, was slain in Nu‘mén’s
castle,” -Satisfied by this reply, ‘Obaidallah threw off his
veil. Recognising him, the crowd immediately dispersed,
terror-stricken, while Nu‘mén respectfully saluted him and
begged him to enter the citadel. Next day ‘Obaidallah de-
clared to the populace assembled in the mosque . that he
would be a father to the well-disposed, but a sword to the
wicked. A disturbance ensued, but it was quelled. Hence-
forth no one dared to speak of rebellion.” . . .

Tidings of these £Sastrous everits reaclied the unfor-

i Ziyad’s paternity was doubtful, but M'u"awiya noknowledged him as son of
Abl Sufyén. I ‘ .

~
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tunate Flusain when he was not far from Kafa, With him
there were scarcely a hundred men, for the most part his
own kinsfolk. Nevertheless he continued his advance : the
blind and fatuous credulity which seems to throw a spell
over pretenders did not fail him : he was convinced that as
soon as he appeared before the gates of Kfa the citizeny
would take up arms in his cause. Near Kerbeld he found
himself confronted by a body of troops sent by ‘Obaidallah,
with instructions to bring him in, alive or dend. Summoned
to surrender, Husain began to parley. The commander of
the Omayyad troops® did not adhere strictly to orders, but
wavered. Fle was a Kurashite—son of one of Mohammed’s
first disciples—and the idea of shedding the blood of a son
of Fatima revolted him. He therefore applied to his chief
for fresh instructions, and informed him of Husain’s pro-
_posals. Upon receiving the message, ‘Obaidallah himself
elt momentary hesitation. But Shamir,® a Kefan noble
and general in the Omayyad army—an Arab of the Arabs,
as was his grandson whom we shall meet later in Spain—
inspired him with fresh resolution. “ What!” he cried,
* ¢« Hath fortune delivered thine enemy into thy hands, and
wilt thou spare him? It is unthinkable! He must sur-
render at diseretion.” “Obaidallah sent his officer orders to
this effect. But though Husain refused to surrender except
on terms, still no onslaught was made upon him, ‘Obaidaliah .
thereupon sent fresh troops, under the command of Shamir,
with these instructions: *If the Kurashite persists in his
inaction, cut off his head and assume the command in his
place.”* But upon Shamir’s reaching the camp, the
Kurashite, without further hesitation, gave the signal for-
. attack. In vain did Husain cry: “If ye believe the re-
ligion founded by my grandfather, how can ye justify your
conduct at the Last Day ?” In vain were Xorans fastened
to the spears of his followers: Shamir gave the word to his .
.- men—they fell upon Husain, sword in hand, and slew him.*
.~ Almost all his companions, after selling their lives dearly,
- were left dead upon the field (Oct. 10, 680).
" .. Posterity—ever prone to wax sentimental over the fate:
+of unsuccessful pretenders, and often unmindful of justice,
.. mational peace, and the horrors of a civil war that is not -

i A CAmre jhn Bfad,
*. .. % Shamir ibn Dhi'l-Jawghan,
., %Ibn Badrin, p, 184, . . - :
- ;% According to other accounts, he was pierced by an arrow,
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checked at the outset—has regarded Husain as the victim
of an atrocious crime, Persian funaticism has completed
the picture: it has delineated a saint, in the place of a mere
adventurer hurried to destrnction by strange mental aberra-
tion and an almost insane ambition.” The great majority of
his contemporaries viewed Husain in a very different light :
they looked upon him as a man forsworn, and guilty of
high treason, seeing that he had taken an oath of fealty to
Yazid in Mu‘dwiya’s lifetime, and could not make good his
right or title to the Khalifate.

Husain’s death gave an opening to another pretender
who was more prudent and, in his own eyes, more capable
than his predecessor. This was “Abdallah, son of Zubair, .
He had posed as Husain’s friend, but his true sentiments
had been self-evident to Husain himself and his adherents.
« Set your mind at ease, Ibn Zubair!” exclaimed Abdallah
- ibn ‘Abbés, when he had bade farewell to Husain, after
vainly urging him not to proceed to Kafa; and reciting 2
popular triplet, he continued: ¢“For thee, skylark, the
heaven is free! Lay thine eggs, warble, preen, as thy heart
listeth! . . . Husain departs for ‘Irék, and all the Hijdz is
thine!” Nevertheless, though Ibn Zubair had secretly
assusred the title of Khalif as soon as Husain’s departure
.had left a clear stage, he professed the deelpest grief when
" the mews of the tragedy reached the holy city, and he .
hastened to deliver a pathetic panegyric of the deceased,

*Abdallah was a born orator: none was more. eloquent, .
' none possessed to the same degree the great art of conceal-
ing and feigning sentiments, none could more effectually .
cloak devouring greed for riches and power under the fair- -
- sounding names of duty, virtue, religion, and piety. This
_was the secret of his influence; thus it was that he imposed
.upon the multitude. Now that Husain no longer stood in

his way, ‘Abdallah declared him to have been the rightful

Khalif, vaunted his virtues and his piety, lavished vitupera-
tions upon the treacherous and villainous Arabs of ‘Irék,
and concluded with a peroration which Yazid might apply

to himself if he thought fit: “Never did that saintly man

prefer strains of music to the reading of the Koran—or-
effeminate ditties to compunction: caused by the fear of

Allah—or wine-bibbing to fasting—or the: }IJ_lleg_sqres of the .
chase to pious discourses. . . . Soon will the wicked reap
the fruits oftheir evil deeds.”® -~ . "+ ~ S

1 See 8ir L, Pelly, opocit. . - . - * Nouv. Journ. asiat. , ix. 332, I. N
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tunate Husain when he was not far from Kafa, With him
there were scarcely a hundred men, for the most part his
own kinsfolk. Nevertheless he continued his advance : the
blind and fatuous credulity which seems to throw a spell
- over pretenders did not fail him: he was convinced that as
soon as he appeared before the gates of Kufa the citizeny
would take up arms in his cause. Near Kerbeld he found
himself confronted by a body of troops sent by ‘Obaidallah,
with instructions to bring him in, alive or dead. Summoned
to surrender, Husain began to parley. The commander of
the Omayyad troops* did not adhere strictly to orders, but
wavered. He was a Kurashite—son of one of Mohammed’s
first disciples—and the idea of shedding the blood of a son
of Fatima revolted him. He therefore applied to his chief
for fresh instructions, and informed him of Husain’s pro-
posals. Upon receiving the message, ‘Obaidallah himself
felt momentary hesitation, But Shamir,® a Kafan noble
and general in the Omayyad army—an Axrab of the Arabs,
"as was his grandson whom we shall meet later in Spain—
inspired him with fresh resolution. ¢ What!” he eried,
“ Hath fortune delivered thine enemy into thy hands, and
wilt thou spare him? It is unthinkable! Ic¢ must sur-
-vender at discretion.” ‘Obaidallah sent his officer orders to
this effect. But though Husain vefused to surrender except
on terms, still no onslaught was made upon him. ‘Obaidallah
thereupon sent fresh troops, under the command of Shamir,
with these instructions: * If the Kurashite persists in hig
* inaction, cut off his head and assume the command in his
. place.”® But upon Shamir’s reaching the camp, the
© Kurashite, without farther hesitation, gave the signal for
. -attack.. In vain did Husain cry: ¢If ye believe the re-

'ligion founded by my grandfather, how can ye justify your
- conduct at the Last Day?” In vain were Korans fastened

‘to the spears of his followers: Shamir gave the word to his
. men—they fell upon Husain, sword in hand, and slew him.*

Almost all his companions, after selling their lives dearly,
. ‘were left dead upon the field (Oct. 10, 680),

- Posterity—ever prone to wax sentimental over the fate
of unsuccessful pretenders, and often unmindful of justice,
-National peace, and the horrors of a civil war that is not
T 2 Ay T Bad.

. Bhawir ibn Dhi’l-Jawshan, . -
' 3°Tbn Badrin, p. 164, - .
.~ 4 According to other accounts, he was pierced by an arrow, -
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checked at the outset—has regarded Flusain as the vietim
of an atrocious erime. Persian fanaticism has completed
the picture: it has delincated a saint, in the place of a mere
adventurer hurried to destruction by strange mental aberra-
tion and an almost insane ambition.! The great majority of
his contemporaries viewed Husain in a very different light
they looked upon him as a man forsworn, and guilty of
high treason, seeing that he had taken an oath of fealty to
Yazid in Mu‘iwiya’s lifetime, and could not make good his
right or title to the IChalifate,

Husain’s death gave an opening to another pretender
who was more prudent and, in his own eyes, more capable
than his predecessor. This was ‘Abdallah, son of Zubair,
He had posed as Husain’s friend, but his true sentiments
had been self-evident to Husain himself and his adherents,
- % Set your mind at ease, Ibn Zubair!” exclaimed Abdallah
ibn <‘Abbfs, when he had bade farewell to Husain, after
vainly urging him not to proceed to Ktfa; and reciting a
popular triplet, he continued: ¢“For thee, skylark, the
- heaven is free ! Lay thine eggs, warble, preen, as thy heart

listeth! . . . Husain departs for ‘Irdlk, and all the Hijdz ig
thine!”  Nevertheless, though Ibn Zubair had secretly
assunecd the title of Khalif as soon as Husain'’s departure
. had left a clear stage, he professed the deepest grief when
the news of the tragedy reached the holy city, and he
hastened to deliver a pathetic panegyric of the deceased.’
‘Abdallah was a born orator: none was more elogquent,
none possessed to the same degree the great art of conceal-
ing and feigning sentiments, none could more effectually
" cloak devouring greed for riches and power under the fair.
sounding names of duty, virtue, religion, and piety. This
wag the secret of his influence; thus it was that he imposed
upon the multitude. Now that Husain no longer stood in
his way, ‘Abdallah declared him to have been the rightful -
Khalif, vaunted his virtues and his piety, lavished vitupera-
tions upon the treacherous and villainous Arabs of ‘Irfk,
and concluded with & peroration which Yazid might apply
to himself if he thought fit: “Never did that saintly man
prefer straing of music to the reading of the Koran—or
effeminate ditties to compunction caused .by the fear of
Allah-—or wine-bibbing to fasting—.e—or'the pleasures of the
‘chase to pious discourses. . . . Soon will the wicked reap
the fruits oftheir evil deeds.”* - . E .
1 See8irL, Pelly, op.eit. - - . - * Nouv, Journ. asiat., ix, 832, .
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It was of the first importance for *‘Abdallah to win over
the most influential Refugees to his side. Ie feared that
they could mot be hoodwinked as easily as the common

eople with regard to the true motives of his rebellion ; and
Ee i%resaw opposition, especially from ‘Abdallah, son of the
Khalif ‘Omar, a man wholly disinterested and sincerely
pious, as well as singularly discerning. However, Ibn
Zubair was not fainthearted nor easily discouraged. The
son of ‘Omar had a wife whose piety was only equalled by
her credulity. With this lady Ibn Zubair was convinced
that he must begin. He visited her, and expatiated with
his wonted glibness on his zeal for the Helpers, the Refugees,
the Prophet, and Allah, and when he saw that his unctuous
phrases had wrought a deep imFression, he begged her to
persuade Ibn ‘Omar to acknowledge him as Khalif. She
promised to do her best, and that night, when she served
supper to her spouse, she spoke enthusiastically of Ibn
Zubair, and concluded her eulogy with the words, “In very
truth, he seeketh after naught save the glory of the Eternal I
“ Thou rememberest,” replied her husband drily, *the
magnificent retinue which used to follow in Mu‘fiwiya's
traln when he went on pilgrimage~—especially the goodly
white mules, adorned wit% purple housings, on whichwsvere
seated damsels in dazzling attire, crowned with- pearls and
diamonds? Thou canst not have forgotten them? Well,
those mules are what thy saintly friend seeketh after!”
So saying, he resumed his supper and would listen no longer
to his simple-minded wife.* '
. Ibn Zubair had now been for a year in revolt against
Yazid, and, yet the latter took no heed of him, Thig in-
difference seemed strange in a ruler who could not boast of -
patience and meekness as prominent among his virtues.
But, in the first place, Yazid did not consider ‘Abdallsh
-very dangerous, since, more prudent than Husain, he had
not quitted Mecea ; and, further, he had no wish, except in
. case of absolute necessity, to stain with blood a region
" which, even in pagan times, enjoyed the privilege of afford-
ing inviolable sanctuary to. man and beast. Such an act of
*.sacrilege, he was well aware, would fill up the measure of
. 'his iniquity in the eyes of the devout.
. But at last his patience was exhausted. He summoned
- ‘Abdallah, for the last time, to acknowledge him. Ibn
- Zubair vefused. The Khalif, in a rage, thereupon made a

. Aghdni, 1. 18 ; ¢f. Tbn-Badvén, p. 199,
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vow that the rebel should not take the oath of allegiance
save at the foot of the throne, with chains upon his neck
and wrists. But when the first access of his anger had
passed, Yazid with habitual good-nature regretted his vow.
As he could not break it, he devised a means of keeping it,
without wounding ‘Abdallab’s pride. He resolved to send
him a silver chain, and with it a splendid mantle, which
would conceal the costly fetters from view.,

The Khalif appointed ten persons to convey these
singular gifts to Ibn Zubair. At the head of the mission
was the Helper Nu‘mén, son of Bashir, the usual interme-
diary between the ultra-orthodox party and the Omayyads :
his less conciliatory colleagues were chiefs of various Syrian
tribes. The deputation arrived at Mecca. <Abdallah, as
might have been expected, declined to accept the Khalif’s
gifts; but Nu‘mén, far from being discouraged by this
refusal, tried to bring him to reason by judicious persuasion.
The frequent interviews between the two—which after
all proved fruitless—were confidential, and aroused the
- suspicions of one of the other deputies, Ibn Idhéh, chief of
the Asharites, the most numerous and powerful tribe at
Tiberins,! ¢ After all, this Nu‘min is a Helper,” he said to
himsalf; *and one who is a traitor to his party and to his |
tribe is quite, capable of betraying the Khalif.” One day,
meeting ‘Abdallah, he accosted him: ¢“Ibn Zubair,” -he
said, © I can swear to you that Ibn Bashir has received no
instructions from the Khalif other than those which: were. .
given to the rest of us. He is head of the mission; that'is
all. But, by Allah, I must confess that I know not what to:
make of this hugger-mugger. Helpers and Refugees are
birds of a feather, and Allah alone knows whether there is
not some plot afoot.” E

“ What concern is this of thine ?” replied ‘Abdallah with
supreme disdain, - While I am here I shall do as I will,. -
. I am inviolable as that dove yonder which is protected by
- the sanctity of the place. Thou darest not kill it, for that:
would be a crime—a sacrilege.” Lo L

* Thinkest thou that I have any such scruples?” replied -
Ibn Idhdh: then, turning to the page who carried his
weapons, he added, “Boy, give me my bow ‘ard arrows |
The page obeyed; the Syrian sheik, choosing an arrow, |
fitted it to his bow, and taking aim ‘at the dove, exclaimed: -
“Dovel is Yazid son of Mu‘iwiys a wine-bibber? Say. -

' " 1. Ahmad ibn Abt Yakib, £. 62, | '
: i . ' ] D .
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¢Yes,” if thou darest, and this arrow shall iransfix thee.
Dove, plannest thou to dethrone the Khalif Yazid, to ex-
clude him {rom Mohammed’s fock, and counlest thou on
impunity because this is a sanctuary? Say that this is in
thine heart, and this shaft shall picree it ! "

“Thou knowest that the bird cannot reply,” said
«Abdallah, with an air of pity, but trying in vain to conceal
his uneasiness.

«That is true: the bird cannot reply—but thou canst,
Tbn Zubair! Hearken; I swear that thou shalt take the
oath of allegiance to Yazid, either freely or by force, else
shalt thou see the banner of the Ash¢arites® floating in this
valley, and in that case little heed shall I pay to the sanctity
thou pratest of 1” At this threat ‘Abdallab’s cheek grew

ale. He had never dreamed of such impiety, even in a

yrian, and he ventured to ask, in a voice tremulous with
fear: “ Wouldst thou indecd darc to commit the sacrilege
of shedding blood upon this holy ground t”

«I would dare,” rcplied the Syrian imperturbably ; “ and
the guilt would lie upon the head of him who made choice
of holy ground on which to conspire against the Commander
of the Faithful,”

Perhaps, if ‘Abdallah had been more firmly convitied
that this sheik interpreted truly his compatriols’ senliments,
many calamities to Islam and to himseh might have been
avoided ; but Ibn Zubair was doomed to perish, as Lhe son-
in-law and grandson of the Prophct had already perished, as
all the Moslems of the old school, sons of companions and
friends of Mohammed, would perish. 'T'o suffer unparalleled
misfortunes, calamity following calamity, such was the fate
in store for them.

For ‘Abdallah, however, the fatal hour had not yet
struck. Destiny had decreed that unhappy Medina should
first expiate by her utter ruin—by the exile and massacre of
her children—the fatal honour of having offered asylum to a
fugitive Prophet, and of having produced the true founders
of Islamism—those fanatical warriors, who conquering

Arabia in its name, bestowed on the new-born faith a
blood-stained cradle.

! Of whom Ibn Idhah was the chieftain,
2 Aghm, i- 18.
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CHAPTER V
THE SACK OF MEDINA
IT was the year of grace 682. The sun had just set behind

the mountain-range which lies to the west of Tiberias.
The former splendour of the town is to~day hinted only by its

 ruins, but at the epoch of which we write it was the Capital

of the province of Jordan,' and the temporary residence
of the Khalif Yazid I. The minarets of the mosques, and
the towers on the battlements, illumined by the silver rays
of the moon, began to be mirrored in the placid waters of
the lake—that Sea of Galilee which recalls so many sacred
memories to the Christian—when a little caravan, profiting
by the coolness of the night, emerged from the town and
directed its course towar§s the south. The nine travellers
who.rode at the head of the cavaleade were clearly men of
rank, but there was nothing in their appearance to indicate
that they were courtiers, for the Khalif rarely admitted to
his intimacy persons of so ripe an age, or of a mien so austere
—~not to say surly. . o
For some time not a word was spoken. At last one of
the travellers broke silence. “ Well, brothers,” said he,
“ what think ye of him? We must at least admit that he
hath shown us liberality. To thee he gave a hundred thou-
sand. pieces, did he not, son of Handhala ?”* :
“Such is the sum,” replied the person addressed: “ but
he drinketh wine and deemeth it no sin; he playeth on the
lute ; his companions in the daytime are his hunting-dogs,
and at night, brigands. He liveth in incest with his sisters
-and his daughters, he never pra}reth—-—in short, it is manifest
that he is wholly without religion. - What shall weé .do,
brother? Think ye that it is possible for us to tolerate such
a man any longer? We have, perchance, already shown un-.
justifiable forbearance, and if we continue in the same course,

! Roughly including central Palestine to'the W. of the river. The five Junds,
or Qistricts, wéve Damascus, Hims, Kinuasrin, Jordan, and Filastin, See G. lo

- Strange, Pulestine under the Moslems (1890), pp. 24 89,

. 3 ‘Abdallah ; see below, p. 58.
5t
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I fear me that stones will fall from heaven to destroy us!'
What is thy counsel, son of Sinin ?"*

« T will tell thee,” was the reply, “Upon our retun
to Medina let us solemnly vow nol to obey Lhis profligate,
and son of a pfofligate ; and thereafier we should do well to
render homage to the son of a Reflugee,” While he was
thus speaking & man jowneying in the opposile direction
passed the caravan, The lowered hood of his cloak would
have hidden his face from the travellers, even if their atten-
tion had not been absorbed by a conversation which every
moment grew more animated. When the horsemen were
out of earshot the hooded man halted. Even to have
encountered him was an ill-omen according to Arab ideas,
for he was one-eyed.® Moreover, hatred and ferocity were
displayed in the terrible glance which his remaining orb
darted after the travellers now fading in the distance, while
he muttered deliberately and solemnly: *1 swear that if
ever I meet with thec again where T can slay thee, T will
not spare thee, thou son of Sinin—Companion of Mohammed
though thou art!”

The travellers may, perhaps, have been already recognised
as Medinese. They were, indeed, notables of that ¢ity—-
Helpers or Refugees, almost Lo a num.  The eircumstandes
which had brought them to the Khalif's court may be briefly
recounted.

Signs of rebellion had shown themselves at Medina, and
serious guarrels had arisen with reference to the arable
lands, and plantations of date-trees, which Mu‘fiwiya had
formerly lcmug1 t from the inhabitants, but which the latter
now reclaimed, on the ground that he had forced them to sell
these lands for a hundredth part of their true value, *Othmdn,
the Governor—who flattered himself that his kinsman the
Khalif would easily find some way of composing these
differences, and would moreover ingratiate himseclf with the
Medinese nobles by his affable manners and well-known
generosity—had suggested that a mission should he sent
to Tiberias, and his advice had been taken. But although
actuated by the best intentions, the Governor had committed
not merely an act of imprudence, but an unpardonable

* See History of the Culiphs, by Julif‘uddin o’s Suyiti, transl, by Major EH. 8.
Jarrett, Caleutta (1881), p. 213.

# Mw'kil ; see p. 58 infra.

® «This prejudice extends all over the East : the Sanscrit sayitig is ¢ Kvachit
kén4 bhaveta sadhus’—now and then a monocular is honest. 'Ihe fe‘r't sye Is the
worst” DBurton, Arabian Nights (1887), iv, 194,
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blunder, Could he have been blind to the fact that the
nobles of Medina wished for nothing better than to be able
to recount, as eye-witnesses, his cousin’s impieties, in order to
excite their fellow-citizens torevolt 2 Instead of suggesting
a visit to the Khalif’s court, it should have been his policy to
thwart it at all costs,

The event might have been easily foreseen. Yazid had,
it is true, offered a hospitality to the deputies which was
both cordial and courteous; he had treated them with
lavish generosity ; he had presented the Helper ‘Abdallah—
the son of Handhala, a noble and valiant warrior who had
fallen at Ohod fighting for Mohammed—with a hundred
thousand pieces of silver; and he had given ten or twenty
thousand pieces to each of the other deputies, aceording to
their rank ;' but nevertheless, since Yazid was no respecter
of persons and his court was not a pattern of temperance
and propriety, his licentious habits, added to his liking for
the Bedawin—who, it must be admitted, were little better
than brigands on occasion—had greatly scandalized the
austere and puritanical citizens, natural enemies of the Sons
of the Desert.?
werdspon their return to Medina, the deputies, far from
extenuating the Khalif’'s impieties, made disclosures which
perhaps exaggerated what they had seen or heard. Their
denunciations, glowing with pious wrath, made, indeed, so
great an impression on hearts already disposed to believe.
unquestioningly the worst that could be reported of Yazid,
that an extraordinary scene was enacted in the Mosque.
When the Medinese were assembled, one of the deputies.
shouted, «I cast off Yazid as I cast off this turban!” and,
so saying, he dashed his head-dress to the ground. “Yazid
has loaded me with gifts,” he continued, “I admit it : but
he is a drunkard and an enemy of God!” * As for me,”
cried another, “ I cast off Yazid as I cast off my sandall”
A third broke in with, “I cast him off as I cast off this
cloak!” A fourth added, I cast him off as I do this"
shoe!™. The rest followed their example, and soon the
unusual spectacle was seen of a mosque-evérywhere littered
with turbans, cloaks, shoes, ahd-sandals. Having in this
fashion decreed the deposition of Yazid, the Medinese next

' ) Weil, i. 328, The tenth deputy, Mundhir ibn,?éﬁair, dld not accom,;;.nx his
sg)slilg‘ :ﬁelf on their return to Medina, for he bad obtained perrission from Yazid to

"% For an account of Yazid, see History of the Caliphs, by Joldluddin d's Suydti,
transl by Major H, 8, Jarrett, Caleutta (1881), pp. 209-215. .



54 SPANISH ISLAM "

determined to cxpel from the city all the Omayyads to he
found therein. The latler were accordingly ordered to
depart without delay, but nol until they had made onth not
to aid any soldiers t{’mt might be marching against the city,
but, on the contrary, to repel them—or, if' this were beyond
their power, not to re-enter Lhe city with the Syrian troops,
‘Othmén, the Governor, tried unsuccessfully to make the
rebels realize the danger they would incur if ihey expelled
him. ©Ere long,” he said, “a mighty army will come here
to overwhelm you, and then you would have good reason
to congratulate yourselves if you could plead that, at least,
you had not driven out your Governor. Wail until you
have gained the victory before dismissing me. I give you
this advice for your own sake and not [or mine; I would
fain prevent, if possible, the shedding of your blood.” TFar
from yielding, however, to ihese words of wisdom, the
Medinese loaded the Governor, as well as the Khalif, with
curses. “We shall begin with thee,” they cried, **and
the expulsion of thy kinsfolk will soon follow thine
own!” The Omayyads were infuriated, * Whal a wicked
business is this! And what a detestable rveligion!” eried
Merwan, who had been successively the Khalif *Othwin’s
Minister and Governor of Medina, bul who, notwithstand-
ing, now found no small difficulty in (inding some one o
whom he could entrust his wife and children. But circum-
stances were too strong for the Omayyads. Ilaving taken
the prescribed oath they set oul, followed by the derisive
shouts of the populace, some of whom even cast stones
at them, while a freedman, Horaith the T.eaper—so called
because he had been deprived of one fool by a former
Governor, and made his way in a series of hops—goaded
without intermission the animals on which rode the luck-
less exiles, driven like the vilest criminals from the city
where they had so long held sway. At last the exiles
rezched Dhtt Khoshob, where they were to await further
orders.

Their first care was to send a messenger to Yazid with
tidings of their misfortunes and a request for help, This
became known to the Medinese. ifty horsemen im-
mediately set out to chase the Omayyads from their halting-
place. “The Leaper” did not fail to take advantage of this
new opportunity of glutting his revenge. Aided by one of
the Beni Hazm (a family of Hclpers who had abetted the
murder of the Khalif ‘Othmén by placing their housc at the
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disposal of the rebels), he goaded Merwin's canel so sharpl
that it was on the point of throwing its rider. Half in fear
and half in pity, Merwin dismounted, and cried to the
animal, “Go thy way, and save thyself!” When they
reached a hamlet named Sowaida,* Merwén met one of his
clients,* who lived there and who asked him to share his
meal. “The Leaper and his worthy comrades will not
suffer me to stay,” replied Merwin; ¢ Please heaven, we
shall one day have this fellow in our power, and then it will
not be our fault if his hand does not share the fate of his
foot!” On reaching Wadi ’l-kura 2 the Omayyads were at
last allowed to rest. i

In the meantime, discord was on the point of breaking
out among the Medinese themselves. So long as there was
only a question of expelling the Omayyads, of abusing
them and maltreating them, perfect unanimity reigned
among the inhabitants of the city, but matters were other-
wise when it came to electing a new Khalif. The Kuraish
would not have a Helper, and the Helpers would not have
a Kurashite. However, as the necessity of concord was
manifest, it was resolved to postpone this burning question,

.and to choose provisional cl['x)iefs. A new Khalif could be

elected after Yazid had been dethroned. The messenger
sent by the Omayyads ¢ duly informed the Khalif of what
had occurred. 'When Yazid heard the news, he was more
surprised and indignant at the feebleness of his kinsmen
than incensed against the rebels. . ' '

“Could not the Omayyads have mustered a thousand
men by calling up their freedmen ¢ he asked. '

¢ Certainly,” replied the messenger, *“they could have
mustered three thousand without difficulty.”

“ Yet with such considerable forces they did not even
attempt to hold out against the rebels for an hour!”

. “ The insurgents were too numerous; resistance would

have been futile.” o .

. Had Yazid been influenced solely by just indignation
against men who had rebelled after accepting large sums
from him without scruple, he would have forthwith de-
spatched an army to chastise them; but he.stiﬂ. wished,

1 About 60 miles N.W, of Medina, - o

2 A client was a manumitted slave, who, by adoption, might become an actual
member of his master’s clan, . o o

3 20 miles N, of Sowaida, (For further details concerning ‘‘ Horaith. Saltator ”

. goe Aghdni 234-5).
¢ His n;&l;- was Flabib,
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if possible, to avoid embroiling Limself with the fanatics,
Perhaps he remembered the saying of the Prophet: *'The
curse of God, of angels and of men will rest upon him whoe
draws the sword against the Medinese ! AL any rate, for
the second time he showed a moderation which was all the
more remarkable since it was not characteristie,  Still
wishing, therefore, to adopt mild measures, he sent the
Helper Nu‘mén, son of Bashir, on a mission to Mcdina, It
was all in vain. The Helpers, it is true, did not remain
altogether insensible to the prudent advice of their fellow-
tribesman, who pointed out that they were far too weak,
and too few in numbers, to be able to resist the armies of
Syria; but the Kuraish were all for war, and their chief,
¢ Abdallab, son of Moti, exclaimed to Nu‘mén, *Begone]
for thou art come only to destroy the amity which, thanks
be to God, at present reigns amongst us!™ **Thou art
bold enough, and brave enough just now,” replied Nutmin,
“but I know well what thou wilt do when the army of
Syria is at the gates of Medina! Then thou wilt flee to
Mecca mounted on thy swillest mule, and thou wilt
abandon to their fate these luckless HHelpers, whose Uhroats
will be cut in the streets, in the mosques, and at.hw
thresholds of their own homes | ™

At last, seeing the usclessness of all his efforts, Nu'min
returned to Yazid, and related to him the ill-suecess of his
mission.

“Be it so, then,” rcplied the Khalif: I must nceds
trample them beneath the hoofs of my Syrian cavalry.”

e expeditionary force, ten thousand strong, to be sent
to Hijiz was intended to reduce the other holy city, Mecca,
as well as Medina. Since the general to whom Yazid had
entrusted its command had just died, the other generals,
eager to destroy once for all the upstart aristocrats, were
contending for the honour of taking his place! Yazid had
not definitely decided which of the rival candidates he would
select, when a man of ripe experience in warfare entered the
lists. This was none other than the one-eyed wayfarer
whom we saw upon the highway near Tiberias,

There was perhaps no better representative of days gone
by and the old pagan principles than the veteran warrior

* Certain ecclesiastical historians have nsserted thet two of the genorals—
‘Obaidalleh ibn ZiyAd, and ‘Amr ibn S8a‘td—refused, from religiots seruples, to
attack the holy cities. The early chroniclers know nothing of this, On the olhes
hand, both these generals had personal grievances against Yasid ; of, Woil, 1. 330.
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Moslim, son of ‘Okba, of the tribe of Muzaina.! On him
there rested not even the shadow of the Mohammedan faith ;
all that Musulmans held sacred was naught in his eyes.
Mutiwiya knew his sentiments, and appreciated them ; he
had recommended him to his son as the most suitable man
to undertake the subjugation of the Medinese in the event
of their revolting. If, however, Moslim bhad no faith in the
divine mission of Mohammed, he believed none the less
firmly in the superstitions of Paganism—in prophetic dreams,
and in mysterious words proceeding from the gharkad,® a
species of large thorn-bush which in the days of paganism
was held in certain parts of Arabia to be oracular. This
mental trait of Moslim’s became manifest when, presenting
himself before Yazid, he said: “ Any other man whom you
might send against Medina would fail. T alone can conquer.
In a dream 1 saw a thorn-bush, and from it a voice proceeded
saying, ¢ By the hand of Moslim.” Then I drew nigh to the
place whence the voice proceeded, and I heard these words:
“1tis thouwho shalt avenge ‘Othman upon the men of Medina,
his murdervers]’” Convinced that Ibn ‘Okba was the man
whom he needed, Yazid accepted him as general, and gave
Bim, his orders as follows: * Before attacking the Medinese,
" grant them three days in which to surrender; if they refuse
‘to submit, and you gain the victory, give the city up %o
pillage for three days; all the money, food and arms which
your soldiers find therein shall be theirs, Then make the
Medinese swear to be my bondsmen, and behead every man
‘who refuses to take the oath.” ’ o
The army—which included Ibn Idhéh, chief of the
Ash‘arites, whose conversation with the son of Zubair has
Jbeen related—arrived without casualties at Wadi ’I-Kura,
where the Omayyads who had been expelled from Medina
had taken up their abode. Moslim ordered them to be-
brought before him, one after the other, in order to consult
them as to the best means of making himself master of the
city.” A son of the Khalif ‘Othmén refused to violate the
oath which the Medinese had compelled him to take, «If
thou wert: not ‘Othméan’s son,” cried the fiery Moslim, “I
would have thee beheaded; and, while I spare thy life, I
~will not spare a single other Kurashite who refuseth me his
aid and his advice.,” Merwin’s turn came: -He, too, was
1 ‘Qkha was"the founder. of Kairwen (c. AD. 677). -+ "~ e o
* The cemetery selested by Mohammed pear Medina was known as the Baki, :
al-Gharkad, T e T ‘ : ' "
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assailed by scruples of conscicnec; on the other hand, he
feaved for his life, for with Moslim it was *“a word and g
blow "—Dbesides, the ex-minister’s hatred of the Medinese
was too bitter for him to los¢ an opportunity of gratitying
it. Fortunately, it occurred to Merwin that it was not im-
possible to compromise with heaven, and thal an oath might
be broken in effect without being violated in Lhe letter.
He accordingly gave full instructions to his son, ‘Abd al-
Malik, who had not taken the oath. *I’recede me,” he
added; ‘perchance Moslim will ask me no questions when
he hath heard what thou hast to say.” *Abd al-Malik, hav-
ing been ushered before the general, counselled him to ad-
vance his troops to the nearest groves of palm-trees, to
bivouac there for the night, and on the following morning
to march to Harra—which lay to the east of Medina—so
that the Medinese, who would not fail to sally forth Lo the
attack, might have the sun in their eyes. *Abd al-Malik
also hinted to Moslim that his father would contrive to
communicate with certain Medinese who, perhaps, when the
battle had begun, would betray their fellow-cilizens,  Well
satisfied with what he bad jusl heard, Moslim remarked
with a sneer, © Of a truth, an estimable man -thy father!”
and, without requiring Merwin to commit himsell personally,
he carefully followed ¢Abd al-Malik’s counsels, eneamped
to the east of Medina on the high-road leading to Kiifa, and
informed the Medincse that he would give them a respite of
three days in which to bethink themselves. The three days
elapsed, and the Medinese sent word that they refused to
surrender. As Merwin had foreseen, the citizens, instead of
awaiting the attack of the enemy behind their walls, which
they had fortified as far as possible, sallied forth to mect
them (Aug. 26, 685), divided into four columns comprising
three different classes of citizens.

The Refugees were under the command of Mackil, son of
Sindn, a Companion of Mohammed, who at the head of his
tribe—the Ashja‘—had assisted at the capture of Mecea, and
who must have been highly esteemed at Medina, since the
Refugees had conferred the command upon him although he
was not of their tribe. Those of the Kuraish who were not
included among the Refugees, but who had at different times,
after the capture of Mecca, taken up their abode at Medina,
were divided into two detachments, one of which was com-
manded by ‘Abdallah, the son of Moti, and the other by a
Companion of the Prophet. Thefourth, and largest column,
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that of the Helpers, was led by <Abdallah, son of Handhala.
In profound silence the Medinese set out towards Harra,
where the impious pagans whom they were about to attack
were drawn up. The general of the Syrian army was
dangerously ill; nevertheless he caused himself to be borne
on a chair to a position a little in front of the ranks, and en-
trusting his banner to a gallant Greek page, he cried to his
soldiers: ¢ Arabs of Syria! now show that you can defend
your general ! Seton!”

The battle began. The Syrians fell upon the foe with
such impetuosity that three Medinese divisions—those,
namely, of the Refugees and the Kuraish-—gave way; but
the fourth—that of the Helpers—drove back the Syrians
and compelled them to rally round their commander.

On both sides the battle was stubbornly contested, when
the intrepid Fadl, who commanded a troop of twenty horse
under the banner of *Abdallah, son of Handhala, said to
his chief: ¢ Put the whole of the cavalry under my orders,
and I will strive to cut my way through to Moslim. If
I succeed either he or I will fall 1™ <Abdallah consented,
and Fadl charged so vigorously that the Syrians again fell

. _back. “One more such gallant ongset, dear friends!” he
“eméd, “and, by Allah, if I desery the General, for one
of us this day will be the last! Forget not that victory
is to the brave!” 'The cavalry renewed their attack with
redoubled courage, broke the ranks of the Syrian horse, and
forced their way to the spot where Ibn ‘Okba sat. Five
hundred foot-soldiers defended him with lowered lances,
but Fadl, hewing a way for himself with his sword, urged
his horse straight towards Moslim's banner, aimed at the
page who bore it a blow which cleft both helmet and skull,
and cried, “ By the Lord of the Ka‘ba, I have slain the
tyrant!” ¢“Thou liest,” cried Moslim, who, ill as he was,
instantly seized the banner and reanimated the Syrians by
his words and his example. Fadl, covered with wounds,
fell dead by his enemy’s side. .

At the very moment when the Medinese saw the divisions
under Ibn Idh&h and the rest preparing to charge them
- once more, they heard the walls of the city resounding with
the shout of victory—the cry “ God is great!” They had
been betrayed. - Merwin had kept- his word to Moslim.
Seduced by glittering promises, the Beni Héritha, a family
numbered among the Helpers, had by stealth admitted
Syrian soldiers into the town. Itlay inthe enemy’s power;
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all was lost; Lhe Medinese found themselves between
hammer and anvil, The greater number sought 1o rush
back inlo the town to save the women and children ; some,
among whom was ‘Abdallah, son of Moti, fled in the diree-
tion of Mecca; but ‘Abdallah, son of landhala, resolving
not to survive the fatal day, cried to hisv clansimen: *The
victory rests with the foe! In less than an hour all will
be over. Pious Musulmans—men of a city which gave
asylum to the Prophet—one day all of us must die, and
the fairesi death is that of a martyr. Let us then perish
to-day! To-day God giveth us the opportunity of dying
in a sacred cause!”

The Syrian arrows began to rain on them from all sides,
and ‘Abdallah once more shouted, *Those who would
straightway enter Paradise, follow my banner!™  All
followed him and fought with the strength of despair,
resolved to sell their lives dearly. <Abdallah urged his
sons, one after the other, into the thickest of the fray, and
saw them all perish.  Whilsl Moslim had promised gold to
every man who brought him ihe head of an enemy, *Abdallah
himself made heads fall on the right hand and on the left,
and the firm belief Lhal o much more Levrible fate awailed.
his vietims beyond the grave yiclded him o savage joy.
As was the wont of the Avabs, he chanted verses as he
fought. They breathed the spiril of Lhe fanatic who elings
to his faith and revels in halred. ¢ Thou diest,” he cried
to every victim, ‘“thou diest, but thy sins outlive thee!
Allah has told us: in His Book he hath said it, Ilell is
%epared for the unbelievers!”™ At last he was overcome.

is half-brother fell mortally wounded at his side. « Since
I die by the swords of these men,” he cried, T am surer
of Paradise than if I had fallen at the hands of the pagan
Dailamites!”* These were his last words. The carnage
was horrible: among the slain were seven hundred persons
who knew the Koran by rote,® and eighty who were clothed
in sanctity as Companions of Mohammed.! None of the
venerable elders who had fought at Badr, where the Prophet
gained his first victory over the Meccans, survived this {atal
day. The exulting victors entered the city ater their general
had given them permission to sack it for three consecutive

* 8ee C. Huart, Arabic Literature (1008), p. 9.
2 Such persons now have the title of HGfie,

® The original “ Companions,” 4s-hdb ; their followers were known og Tabi*dn, or
¢ Buccessors *
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days. Hampered by their horses, the cavalry galloped to the
Mosque to stable them there. At that moment it con-
tained a solitary Medinese, Sadd, son of Mosaiyab, the most
learned theologian of bis day. He saw the Syrians burst
into the Mosque, and tether their horses in the space be-
tween the chair of Mohammed and his tomb—a sacred
spot which the Prophet had called the Garden of Paradise?
At the sight of this horrible sacrilege, Sa‘id, believing the
Universe to be threatened by some dread calamity, remained
motionless and plunged in stupor. “ Behold this imbecile
doctor!” cried the Syrians scornfully; but, in their eager-
ness to begin pillaging, they did him no hurt. None else was
spared. The children were carried away as slaves or were
massacred., The women were violated, and later there were
seen a thousand wretched mothers of as many outcasts—
branded for ever as * Children of Harra.” ¢

Among the prisoners was Makil, son of Sinin. He
was tortured by thirst, and bitterly bewailed his condition.
Moslim sent for him, and received him with as bénevolent
an aspect as it was possible for him to assume. *Thou
thirstest, son of Sinén, dost thou not?” he asked. “Yes,
General.,” “Give him to drink of this wine which the
“trmtif has supplied us with,” said Moslim to one of his
soldiers. The order was obeyed, and Makil drank. *'Thy
thirst is ended ?” inquired Moslim. “ My thirst is ended.”
“Thou sayest well!” said the General, with a sudden change
of voice and expression : “thou hast drunk for the lasttime !
Prepare to die.”” The old man threw himself upon his
knees and begged for mercy. *“ Who art thou, to hope for
mercy? Did I not pass thee on the road near Tiberias,
that night when thou settedst out for Medina with the
other deputies? Was it not thou whom I heard loading
Yazid with insults ¢ Was it not thou whom I heard saying: .
¢ As soon as we have reached Medina let us solemnly make
oath no longer to obey this profligate and son of a profli-
- gate; and thereafter we should do well to render homage
" t0 . the son of a Refugee’? Know then, that at that
moment I swore that if ever again I encountered thee, and
bad thee in my power, 1 would slay thee. Before God, I
. will keép my oath'! Let this man be put to death!” The '
. order was instantly obeyed. Ca T :
" When the pillage was at an end, those Medinese who
still remain®d in the city—for most of the inhabitants had .

't ‘See Muir, Mohammad (1912)_, p.108. - ° Sg'e' H. 8. Jarrett, op. oit, p. 213, ‘
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already sought safety in Hight—were called upon to take
an oath to Yazid. It was, however, far different from the
ordinary oath — thal, namely, by which obedience was
vowed to the Khalif, to the Koran, and 1o the laws of
Mohammed. The Medinese were required to swear Lo be
the slaves of Yazid, “slaves whom he could enfranchise or
sell at his good pleasure”—thus ran the formula; they
were compelled to admit his absolute power over all that
they possessed—their wives, their children, even life itself.
The penalty of death awaited those who refused to take
this dreadful oath. Two Kurashites, however, boldly
declared that they would only take the oath in its accus-
tomed form. Moslim forthwith ordered them to be beheaded.
Merwin, himself a Kurashite, ventured to demur to this
sentence, but Moslim, striking his belly with his stafl, said
roughly : * By heaven, if thou hadst said what thesc wretches
have dared to say, thy head would have fallen.” Neverthe-
less, Merwén once more ventured to plead for another
“non-juror” who was a conncclion of his. The Syrian
general refused to yield. Butthe case was allered when a
Kurashite whose mother belonged to the tribe of Kinda
refused the oath; for when one of the chiefs of the Syrian
forces who belonged to the Saktn (a branch of he File
of Kinda) cried, “Qur sister's son cannot take sueh an
oath 1” Moslim excused him,

The Arabs of Syria had settled an old score with the
sons of the fanatical sectaries who had deluged Arabia with
their fathers’ blood. The old nobility had wiped out the
upstarts. Yazid, as representative of the earlier Mecean
aristocracy, had avenged the murder of the Khalif ‘Othmén
and the defeats which the Medinese—although then fighting
under Mohammed’s banner—had inflicted upon his grand-
father. The reaction of pagan principles against ortho-
doxy was cruel, terrible, and inexorable. The Helpers
never recovered from this deadly blow; their power was
broken for ever. Their almost deserted city long remained
abandoned to dogs, and the adjacent region to antelopes;
for most of the inhabitants, seeking new homes and a
happier lot in a distant land, departed to join the army of
Africa. 'Those who remained were much to be pitied; the
Omayyads let slip no opportunity of crushing them beneath
the wei%ht of their disdain, of showing their contumelg; and

implacable hatred, and of overwhelming them with bitter
mgrtifications,
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Ten years after the battle of Harra, Hajjaj, Governor of
the provinee, caused many of the sainted old men who had
been Companions of Mohammed to be branded. In his
eyes every Medinese was & murderer of ‘Othman, as if that
crime——even supposing the Medinese to have been more
implicated in it than they were-—had not been sufficiently
atoned for by the slaughter at Harra and the sack of
Medina! Hajjéj is reported to have cried, on quitting the
town, “God be praised, in that he has permitted me to
depait from this the vilest of all cities, which hath ever
requited the favours of the Khalif with treachery and
rebellion! By Allah, if my sovereign had not urged me
in all his letters to spare these miscreants, I would have
razed their town and laid them groaning around the Prophet’s
seat]!” When these words were reported to one of the
old men whom Hajjij had dishonoured, he said, « A dreadful
punishment awaits him in the next life! His words are
worthy of Pharaoh !”

Alas, the belief that their oppressors would be tormented
in eternal flames was henceforth the sole hope and consola-
tion of these unhappy men, And in this consolation they
-indulged themsclves frecly. Prophecies by the Companions

- “gi"WIohammed, prophecies by Mohammed himself, miracles
worked on their behalf—all these they accepted with eager
and insatiable credulity. 'The theologian ga‘id, who had
been present in the Mosque when the Syrian horsemen
turnedp it into a stable, related to all who would listen to
him, how that when he was left alone in the holy place,
he heard a voice proceeding from Mohammed’s tomb utter-
ing solemn words prophetic of that hour. In the formidable
Moslim, the man of Muzaina, the Medinese saw the most
hideous monster that the earth had ever beheld; they
believed that he would find no rival until the last days—
and then in the person of another man of his own tribe:
they used to relate that the Prophet had declared: The.

. last to rise at the resurrection will be two men of the

“Muzaina. They will find the earth uninhabited.. They

“will come to Medina, where they will meet with naught

but wild deer.. Thereupon two angels will descend from
heaven and dash them prone upon the ground; then in
this posture they will drag them to the place where all -
mankind is assembled.” ‘ ' :
Oppressed, exposed to every outrage, trampled under
, foot, the only course which seemed left to the Medinese
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was to follow the cxample set by their fellow-citizens who
had been cnrolled in the army of Afriea. ‘This they did,
From Africa they procecded to Spain. Almost all the
descendanls of the Helpers were included in the army with
which Mfisd crossed the Straits.! In Spain, they settled
for the most part in the West. and Rast, where their tribe
became the most numerous of all.  Medina knows them
no more. In the thirteenth century a traveller who visited
that city was induced by curiosity to inguire whether any
descendants of the Helpery still remained there, X man
and a woman were alone pointed out to him, both of an
advanced age.

It is permissible, therefore, Lo be sceptical with regard
to the alleged illustrious origin of the few poor families,®
living in the suburbs of Medina, who as late as last century
claimed descent from the Helpers.

But even in Spain the Helpers were not sheltered from
the hatred of the Syrian Arabs. We shall sce later the
strife bursting out afresh upon the banks of the Guadalquiver
when Spain was under the governorship of o Kurashile,
who in the disastrous baltle of Ilarra had fought in the
ranks of the Medinese and after their defeal had Hed to
join the army of Aflrica.

But at present our abtention must be direcled o a
conflict of s different nature, which was also perpetuated
in the Spanish Peninsula. TIn velating this we shall have
occasion to refer once again to ‘Abdallah, son of Zubair,
and it will become apparent that the fate of this other
Companion of Mohammed was no less unhappy than that
of the men of Medina.

1 AD. T12.
2 Twelve at the date of Burckhardt's visit (1814) ; see Travels in Arabla, i1, 287,
Burton gives the number as four, in 1853 (Pilgrimage, ii, 264).

[Avurnoririea: Ibn Khaldn, ii, 169-70; Samhadi, £ 30-2; Raildn,
ff. 200-1; Fikihi, £ 400; 1bn al-Athtr, iii, 78-9; iv. 17; Nawawti,
p. 567: Ibn Kutaibe, pp. 152, 201; Makkart, i 187; Aghdni, 1.
pp. 18-21.]



CHAPTER VI
YEMENITES AND MA‘ADDITES

WITI—I the exception of antagonisms arising from the

. clash of those fundamental principles which ever have
been, and ever will be, in*dispute amongst mankind, no form
of strife has been more persistent, whether in Europe or
Asia, among Moslems or Christians, than that resulting from
racial antipathies. Such antipathies, perpetuated through
centuries, long survive all political, social, and religious
revolutions,

We have already bad occasion to mention, incidentally,
that the Arab race comprised two distinct and mutually
hostile branches, and we now propose to give greater pre-
cision to this statement, and to point out the far-reaching
consequences of the fact in some detail.

In accordance with the Oriental custom of tracing the

“6Tigin of a nation to an eponymous personage, the most
ancient of the two branches claimed descent from s certain
Kahtén, whom the Arabs, when they became acquainted

" with the Elebrew Scriptures, identified with Joktan, one. of
the descendants of Shem according to Genesis.! Kahtén’s
posterity, they asserted, had invaded Southern Arabia
many centuries before the Christian Era, and subjugated

. the people, of uncertain origin, who then inhabited that
region. .

' ,gThe Kahtinids were usually called Yemenites—a name

" borrowed from that of the most flourishing province of the
South—and as such we shall henceforth speak of them.

The other race, who claimed as their ancestor *‘Adnin, a
descendant of Ishmael, inhabited the more northerly districts

. comprising Hijdz—a province extending from Palestine to

- Yemen, in which both Mecca and Medina are situated—
and Nejd, that vast plateau, broken by a few undulations,
which forms Central Arabia. These people are variously
called Ma‘addites, NizArites, Mudarites, and Kaisites—
‘names which are’ applied to certain subdivisions as well:

L Gen. x. 26. )
65 » b o]
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as to the whole race, Kais having been a descendant of
Mudar, the son of Nizir, the son of Ma‘'add. We shall
term them Ma‘addites.

European history shows us nothing analogous to the
mutual hatred—sometimes stifled, more often inflamed—
existing between these two races, ever ready to fly at each
other’s throats on the most trivial pretexts. The district
of Damascus, for instance, was for two years the scene of
relentless warfare because a Ma‘addite had plucked a melon
growing in a Yemenite’s garden;® and in Murcia hlood
flowed in torrents for seven years because a Ma‘addite, as he
passed a Yemenite’s field, had chanced thoughtlessly to tear
off a vine-leaf, Strong racial antipathies have from time to
time existed in Europe, but they have at any rate arisen as
a natural consequence of the relations between vietors and
conquered. In" Arabia, on the other hand, neither race
could claim sway over the other. It is irue that in days
of old the Ma‘addites of Nejd had recognised the King of
Yemen as their overlord and had paid him tribute; but
they had done this of their own frec will, since a ruler of
some kind had become a necessity if these fanatical hordes
were to be preserved from sell-destruction, while a chieftain
chosen from any one of their own clans would be obu?uu.L-
by none of the rest. Whenever these Ma‘addite Lribes,
after having been temporarily united under a chicl of their
own choice, reasserted their independence—as frequently
happened—civil war soon compelled them to secek another
ruler. Being thus driven to make choice between smarchy
and foreign domination, the tribal chiefs, after a long inter-
necine struggle, took counsel together. ¢ There is nothing
left for us to do,” they agreed, “ but once more to place the
King of Yemen over us: let us pay him a tribute of sheep
and camels, and he shall in return prevent the strong from
oppressing the weak.”? In later years, when Yemen had
been conquered by the Abyssinians, the Ma‘addites of Nejd
were only too glad to confer on another prince of Yemenite
origin—-the King of Hira—the mild authority which they
had formerly granted to the King of Yemen. But there is
a wide gulf between purely spontaneous submission such as
this, and subjection to a foreign people.

In Europe diversity of language and customs has
before now raised an insurmountable barrier between two
Taces whom conquest has forcibly brought together within

1 Abii ')-Fida, 1i. 64, * Coussin, il 285,



L 6] ANCESTRAL FEUDS - 6y

the same territory. But this was not the case in the
Moslem Kmpire. Long before Mohammed’s days, the
Yemenite or Himyaritic dialeet,® as it is called—a mixture
of Arabic with the language of conquered tribes—had given
place to pure Arabic, as spoken by the Ma‘addites, who had
acquired in some sort an intellectual pre-eminence. Save
for a few dialectal divergences, the two races, therefore,
spoke the same tongue, and it appears that in the Moslem
armies a Ma‘addite never had any difficulty in understand-
ing a Yemenite.* They had, moreover, the same predilec-
tions and customs, and the great majority of both races
were nomads. Finally, when they both embraced Islamism
. they had the same religion. In short, the difference
between them was much less appreciable than that which
existed between one Teutonic tribe and another when the
barbarians invaded the Roman Empire. Nevertheless,
though the reasons which account for racial antipathy in
Europe did not exist in the East, such antipathy there
evinced & tenacity unknown to Western lands. TFor three
or four hundred years ancestral lhostility has disappeared
_in Europe, but among the Bedawin the blood-feud has
endured fox twenty-five centuries ; it can be traced back to
=tlxrwarliest historical times, and is far from extinct to-day.
« Ancestral enmity,” writes an ancient poet, “is a heritage
from our forefathers, and while their descendants exist, it
will abide.” Never, moreover, in Europe has this animosity
" led to such atrocities as in the East: among our ancestors -
it never stifled the most tender and sacred sentiments of
nature: 'we do not hear of a son despising and hating his
mother on the sole ground that she did not belong to his
father's stock. A Yemenite who was making the cere-
monial circuit of the Ka‘ba at Mecca was asked why, though
he prayed for his father, he never prayed for his mother.
“ For my mother ! cried the Yemenite disdainfully, < How
could I pray for her? She is a daughter of Ma‘add I’ . -
- Of this mutual hatred, handed down from generation .
to generation in spite of community of‘language, laws,
customs, modes of thought, religion, and, to some extent,
- of origin—since both races were Semitic—we can only say
that ifs causes are inexplicable, but that it is in the blood .

1 Known only from inscriptions, knowledge of w;hic}ll ha.s been much extended
during the last forty years, -~ - SRS S :
© %.Tn"Mahra (the extreme 8.E. of Arghia) the aneient tongue, however, lingered,
and was scarcely intelligible to other ‘Arabs. "
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probably the Arabs of the seventh century would have been -
as little able to give an account of its origin, as are the
Yemenites who to-day wander over the deserts of the
province of Jerusalem, and who, when asked by travellers
why they are sworn foes of the Kaisites (Ma‘addites), of the
province of Hebron, reply that all they know about the
matter is that the mutual hatred has existed from time
immemorial.* Islamism, far from diminishing this instinetive
aversion, gave it a strength and keenness which it had never
reached before. While glaring at one another defiantly,
Yemenites and Ma‘addites were compelled henceforth to
fight beneath the same banner, to live side by side, to share
the fruits of victory; and this close association and daily
intercourse seemed but to engender fresh disputes and
affrays. The feud, indeed, was destined to assume an in-
terest and importance which it did not possess when it was
confined to an almost unknown corner of Asia. In the
years to come it would drench Spain and Sicily, the deserts
" of Atlas and the banks of the Ganges, with blood. Ulti
mately this strange antipathy determined the fate, not only
of conquered nations, but of the Latin and Teutonic racey as
a whole, for it alone arrested the Moslems in their conguer-
ing path at the moment when they menaced Irance and=dr~
estern Europe.

Although throughout the whole extent of the Musulman
Empire the two races were at strife, that empire was so vast, .
and co-operation between tribes was so imperfect, that no
widespread conflict broke out directed towards predeter-
mined ends. Every province had its own intestine war,
and the names of the opposing forces, borrowed from those
of the two tribes who happened to be locally the most
numerous, everywhere differed. In Khorasan, for instance,
the Yemenites were called Azdites, and the Ma‘addites,
Temimites, because the tribes of Azd and Temim were re-
spectively the mostimportant. InSyria—the province with
-which we shall be principally concerned—the two parties
were the Kelbites and the Kaisites; the former, of Yemenite
.origin, formed the majority of the Arab population, for
‘under the Khalifate of Abfi Bakr and ‘Omar, w%)en'most of
. the Yemenite tribes migrated to Syria, the Ma‘addites pre-
 ferred to settle in ‘Irdk.

* 3 *No person of whom we imﬂt‘:ired, could tell the origin or natura of this

" distinction ; exc?t that it goes back beyond the memory of man afid does not now

pertain in any degree to religious worship or doctrine.” .. Robingon
Researdhes.in Palestine (1867), it e, T Rabinson, Biblioal
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Kelbites and Kaisites were equally attached to Mu‘awiya,
whose wise and prudent policy established a certain equi-
librium between them, and gained him the affection of both.
He could not, however, notwithstanding his well-devised
measures, prevent their mutnal hatred from blazing up at
times; during his reign the Kelbites and the Fezira (a
Kaisite tribe) actually fought a pitched battle at Banat-
Kain,' and later, the Kaisites raised difficulties when
Mu‘dwiya wished them to acknowledge Yazid as his
successor, on the ground that his mother was a Kelbite; for
she was daughter of Milik ibn Bahdal, chief of the tribe,?
and in the eyes of the Kaisites, Yazid, brought up amongst
his mother’s folk in the desert of Semawa, was a Xelbite
simply, and not an Omayyad. The mode in which Mu‘dwiya
overcame their opposition is not known; at any rate
the Kaisites ultimately recognised Yazid as heir presump-
tive to the throne, and remained loyal to him throughout
his reign. ‘This lasted but three years,. He died in
November 688, two months and a half after the battle of
Harra, at the early age of thirty-eight. At his death the
vast empire found itself without a master. It was not that

~Xazid dicd leaving no son; he left several; but the Kha-
lifate was clective and not hereditary. This important
principle had not been laid down by Mohammed—who had
come to no decision on the point—but by the Khalif ‘Omar,
who was not, like the Prophet, wholly lacking in political
foresight, and who wielded undisputed authority as legis-
lator. He it was who declared, in an allocution pronounced
in the Mosque at Medina, that «if any man shall be pro-
claimed sovereign, without the suffrages of all Islam, such
nomination shall be null and void.”® It is true that appli-
cation of this principle had always been evaded, but though
'Yazid himself had not been popularly elected, his father had
‘at least taken the precaution to cause allegiance to be sworn
to him as successor to the throne. Yazid, however, had not '
taken this step ; death claimed him in the prime of life, and

* his eldest' son—named Mu‘dwiya after his grandfather—had
thus no real right to the Khalifate. It is probable, never-
theless, that he would have succeeded in gaining recognition,
if the Syrians, the effective makers of Khalifs at this epoch,
had agreed in supporting him. But they did not agree,
and it was rumoured that Mu‘dwiya himself had no hanker-

T 1 Wistenfeld, ZTables géndalogiques, p. 266.

2 See p. 43 supra. . L
3 CF. Journal des savants (1832), p, 542,
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ings after sovereignty. This young man's true sentiments
are shrouded in profound mystery. If we are to believe
- Moslem historians, Mu‘dwiya resembled his father in no
respect ; in his eyes, right was on the side of the Medinese;
and when he heard of the victory of Harra, the sack of
Medina, and the death of the Companions of Mohammed,
he shed tears. But these historians, prejudiced by theo-
logical leanings, have sometimes falsified history, and
they are contradicted by an almost contemporary Spanish
chronicler, who, writing practically at the dictation of the
" Syrians settled in Spain, declares that the young Mu‘iwiya
was a counterpart of his father. Be this as 1t may, the
Kaisites would not bow down to a prince whose grand-
mother and mother were both Kelbites, nor would the
submit to the authority of the Kelbite, Hassfin ibn Mali
ibn Bahdal, Governor of Palestine and the distriet of
Jordan, who had taken up the reins of government in his
reat-nephew’s name. 'The Kaisites everywhere assuined a
ostile attitude, and one of their chiefs, Zofar of the tribe
of Kildb, raised the standard of revolt in the distriet of
Kinnisrin, whence he expelled the Kelbite governor, Sasdd -
ibn Bahdal. Since it had become necessary 10 sSet Upwde
rival candidate, Zofar declared for ‘Abdallah ibn Zubaiv—
in whose cause, however, the Kaisites took not the slightest
- interest. The orthodox party hence gained a strange ally.
Since he was about to uphold the interests of the sons of
the Prophet’s Companions, Zofar thought it his duty to
_ deliver an edifying harangue from the pulpit. But,
‘although a facile orator and poet, .after the manner of the
‘pagan Arabs, he was unfortunately not well primed with
"* religious phrases, and was ill-fitted for an unctuous discourse.
. He broke down in the midst of his first sentence, and his
- brethren in arms shook with laughter.
; Mu‘twiya 1T -survived his father for forty days, or perhaps
 “for two or three months—the period is uncertain. and un-
.. important. Amarchy followed. The provinces, weary of
- 'being trested by the Syrians as conquered countries, threw
- 'off the yoke. -In ‘Irék, a Khalif or an Emir was chosen one
ﬁ@ﬁf:aﬂd.de osed the next. Ibn Bahdal had not made up
.+ higdind whether to declare himself Khalif, or—seeing that
- -he would be acknowledged by none but the Kelbites—to
*'. avow -his readiness to ‘obey any Omayyad chogen by. the
< . people. " But so small-was any individual's chance of success
"that it was not eagy to find an Omayyad willing to come
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forward as eandidate.  Walid, grandson of Abt Sufyan and
former Governor of Medina, had consented to do so, but
while praying over the corpse of Mu‘dwiya II he was
stricken by pestilence and died. Ibn Bahdal would have
liked to see Khalid—brother of Mu‘dwiya—Khalif, but
since he was only sixteen, and the Arabs would tolerate
none but an adult, the idea was impracticable. He accord-
ingly approached ‘Othmiin,' but the latter, believing his
family’s cause a lost one, refused, and gave his support to
the more fortunate Ibn Zubair, whose party was now daily
increasing, In Syria all the Kaisites declared for him,
Already supreme in Kinnisrin, they soon became masters
of Palestine, and the Governor of Emesa—Nu‘mén ibn
Bashir, the Helper—also espoused Ibn Zubair’s cause. Ibn
Bahdal, on the other hand, could reckon only on Jordan,
the least important of the five districts of Syria. There
the people had sworn to obey him, on the single condition
that he would not confer the Khalifate on any of Yazid's
sons, since they were too young. In Damascus, the most
important district of all, the Governor, Dhabhak, of the
tribe of Filw,* maintained neutrality,. He could not, in
wfzat, make up his mind.” Formerly in command of the
guard, he had been one of the most intimate confidants
of Mu‘dwiya I, and he could not countenance a Meccan
- candidate, But as a Macaddite, he was loath to make
common cguse with the Kelbite chief: hence his irresolu-~
tion. In order to test the intentions of the Governor and
people of Damascus, Ibn Bahdal sent the former a letter
to Ee read in the Mosque on a Friday. This letter was:
- full of adulation of the Omayyads and invectives against
. Ibn Zubair; but Ibn Bahdal, fearing that the Governor
would refuse to read it in public, took the precaution of
entrusting a copy to the messenger, with the injunction that
_if Dhahhék did not read the original to the Arabs of
Damascus he was to read them the copy himself. Tt turned
out as he had expected. On Friday, when Dhahhék mounted
the pulpit, he did not make the slightest referénce to the
letter 'which he had received. Thereupon Ibn Bahdal’s
‘messenger stood up and read it before the people. : Scarcely
had he made an end before shouts arose ‘on all sides. - *“Ibn
Bahdal’'s words are true!” cried somé; “Nay ! -he lieth!”-
cried others. A prodigious tumult ensued, and the sacred |
_ " Former Governor of Medina j sée p. 54.. . . - ’ S
* % - % The Kurashites of the environs oE_Mecga? ag opposed to those of the city, -
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precinets, which, as in all Moslem countries, sexved as a place
for political deliberations as well as religious ceremonies, rang
with theabuselevelled at one another by Kaisites and Kelbites,
At last Dhahhik procured silence and brought the service
to a close, but as to his own opinions vouchsafed not a word,
.Such was the situation in Syria when Moslim's soldiers
returned to their native country. But Ibn ‘Okba no longer
led them. The events which had taken place in the mean~
time may be briefly narrated. .After the capture of Medina,
Moslim, who was grievously ill at the time of the battle of
Harra, adhered no longer to the strict regimen imposed by
his physicians. *“Now that 1 have chastised the rebels,” he
said, I can die content: and since I have slain “‘Othmén’s
murderers, Allah will pardon me my sins.” When he
arrived with his army within three days’ journey of Mecca,
and felt his end approaching, he sent for his general Iusain,
who had been designated by Yazid commander-in-chief in
the event of Moslim’s death. Husain was of the tribe of
Saktin and therefore, like Moslim, a Kelbite; but the latter
despised him, for he doubted his ability and tenacity. Ad-
dressing Husain with that brutal candour which characterised
" him, he blurted out: “Thou are about to succeed me, Brs™
that thouart! I have no confidencein thee, but: the Khalif’s
will must be done. Hearken, however, to my advice: thou
hast need of it, for I know what thou art. Be on thy guard
against the wiles of the Kurashites, close thine ears to their
honeyed words, and remember that when thou arrivest before
Mecca thou hast but three things to do—fight valiantly,
take captive the inhabitants, and return to Syria.,” So say-
ing, he breathed his last.
*  Husain in besieging Mecca behaved as though it were his
chief business to prove Moslim’s prejudices against him to
be baseless. Far from being deficient in boldness, or from
allowing himself to be checked by religious scruples, he ex-
ceeded in sacrilege Moslim himself. " His catapults first
* .rained huge stones upon the Ka‘ba and smashed its columns :
. then by his orders a Syrian horseman cast, during the night,
. & torch fastened to a spear upon Ibn Zubair's tent, which
. was pitched in the courtyard of the Mosque; the tent
- instantly caught fire, and—the flames spreading to the hang-
ings“of the temple—the holy Ka‘ba, the most sacred of all
. Mohammedan shrines, was burnt to the ground,* * - .

** "2 There are other traditions as to the cause of this fire ; the earliest and most
trustworthy anthority, Al-Fakibt, in his History of Mecos is here followed. -
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For their part, the Meccans—aided by a multitude of
Nonconformists who, forgetting for the time their hatred of
the orthodox, flocked enthusiastically to defend the sacred
territory—sustained the siege with much courage, until
tidings of Yazid’s death suddenly changed the whole aspect
of affuirs. To Ibn Zubair the news caused unspeakable
joy: to Husain it was a thunderbolt. This general, cold,
calculating and selfish—unlike Moslim, who had been
devoted body and soul to the masters whom he served—
was too well aware of the tension between parties in Syria
not to foresee the outbreak of civil war, and being under
no delusion with regard to the weakness of the Omayyads,
it appeared to him that submission to the Mecean Khalif
was the only remedy against anarchy, and the only mesns
of safety both for his army, which was gravely com-

romised, and for himself, who was still more so. He there-
ore invited Ibn Zubair to an interview on the following
night at a specified place. Ibn Zubair made his appearance,
and Husein said to him in a whisper, inaudible to the
Syrian bystanders:

“I am prepared to recognise thee as Khalif on condition
“that*thou proclaimest a genexal amnesty, and exactest no
vengeance for the blood shed at the siege of Mecca and
the battle of Harra.”

“Nay,” replied Thn Zubair, in a loud voice, “ I should
not rest content if I had slain ten of my enemies for each
of my dead comrades!” ‘

“Cursed be he who henceforth regardeth thee as a man
of sense,” eried Husain. “1I trusted in thy discretion; but
when I whisper to thee thou repliest in a loud voice! I
offer thee the Xhalifate, and thou threatenest me with
death”

Knowing that reconciliation with Ibn Zubair was hence-
forth impossible, Husain set out-with his army for Syria.
On the march he met Merwin. Returning to Medina
after the battle of Harra, Merwin had again been expelled
thence by Ibn Zubair's orders, and had proceeded to
Damascus. There he found the cause of his family well-
nigh desperate, and in an interview with Dl}ahhﬁ,k he
undertook to visit Mecca and inform Tbn Zubair that the
‘Syrians were ready to obey his orders. This seemed. the
best way of* ingratiating himself with his former enemy:.
He was on_his way from Damascus to Mecca when Husain
‘met him, - The General, after assuring Merwén that he did
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not recognise the Meccan claimant, declared that if the
latter had the courage to raise the Omayyad banner he
could count on his support. Merwin accepted the pro-
posal, and they resolveg to convoke a kind of Diet, at
Jabia, for the purpose of deliberating on the choice of a
Khalif, '
Ibn Bahdal and his Kelbites duly attended this assembly.
Dhahhsk had also promised to be present, and to explain
his recent conduct. He had indeed set out with his men,
but on the way the Kaisites—persuaded that the Kelbites
would vote -for the candidate allied to their own tribe,
Khalid, younger brother of Mu‘dwiya II—refused to go
further, Dhahhék therefore retraced his steps and encamped
on the plain of R&hit, to the east of Damascus. The
Kaisites realized that their quarrel with the Kelbites must
be fought out before long, and the nearer the decisive
day approached, the more clearly they saw the anomaly
of acting in concert 'with the chief of the Fietist party.
As they had much more sympathy with Idhabhik,
former brother in arms of Mudwiya I, they said to him,
“Why dost thou not declare thyself Khalif? Thou.
art as good a man as Ibn Babdal or 1bn Zubair -
Flattered by these words, and only too glad. to have
the means of escape from his false position, Dhahhék did
not demur, and administered the oath of allegiance to the
Kaisites. :
- The deliberations of the Kelbites at Jabia lasted for
1o less than forty days. The Kaisites had judged rightly:
Ibn Bahdal and his friends wished to make Khalid Khalif,
and Husain could. not get his candidate Merwin accepted.
In -vaii he exclaimed: “ Our enemies put forward an old
‘man: should we put forward one who is still almost a
child 2” The reply ‘was that Merwéin was too powerful.
“If Merwin became Khalif,” they said, “we should be
* hisslaves: he hath ten sons, ten brothers, and ten nephews.”
- Moreover, they looked upon him as a foreigner, 'The
- branch of the Omayyads to which Khalid belonged was
. naturalised in Syria, but Merwén and his family had always .
resided in .Medina. Ibn Bahdal and his friends, however,
+ atlength yielded; they accepted Merwén, but impressed
upon: him, the fact that they were showing him a great
- favour in granting him the Khalifate, and-they added
- 'bard and humiliating conditions. Merwén had to engage
‘soléemnly- to confer upon Kelbites all the more important



L 6] BATTLE OF MARJ RAHIT 75

posts, to govern in accordance with their advice, and to
pay them a considerable sum annually.

Ibn Bahdal further stipulated that the youthful Khalid
should be Merwin’s successor, and that in the meanwhile
he should be Governor of Emesa. All having been settled,
one of the chiefy of the tribe of Sakin, Milik son of Hubaira,
a keen partisan of Khilid, said to Merwiin with an arrogant
and threatening air: *“ We shall not take the oath to thee
which is properly taken to a Khalif, as successor of the
Prophet, for in fighting under thy banner we have in view
only this world’s goods. If thou treatest us well, as did
Mu‘awiya and Yazid, we will aid thee; if not, thou wilt
find to thy cost that we have no more esteem for thee than
for any other Kurashite.”

The Diet of Jébia having closed, at the end of June,
684—more than seven months after Yazid’s death—Merivin,
accompanied by the Kelbites, Ghassainids, Saksakites, Sakii-
nites, and other Yemenite tribes, marched against Dhahbak,
to whom the three governors who sided with him had sent
contingents, Zofar commanded in person the troops of
his own province, Kinnisrin, During his advance Merwin

~~zeceived news as unexpected as it was agreeable: Damascus
-had declared for him. A Ghassénid chief, instead of repair-
_ing to Jabia, had lain in hiding in the Capital. Assembling
the Yemenites as soon as he heard of Merwén’s election, he
seized Damascus by a coup. de main, and compelled the
Governor, Dhahhék’s nominee, to seek safety in so precipi- -
tate a flight that he was unable to remove the public treasure.
The bold Ghassénid thereupon hastened to inform Merwéin
of the success of his enterprise, and to send him money,
arms, and troops.

After the two armies, or rather the two nations, came
face to face upon the field of Raihit, twenty days were

~ spent in skirmishes and single combats. A general engage-
ment followed, “So bloody a battle had never been fought
before,” writes an Arab historian, and the Kaisites, after
losing eighty of their sheiks, amongst whom was Dhahhik
himself, were utterly routed.? - .

t Compare the *capitulation” (heandfestning) sworn to by the elected kings
‘of Denmark. C.-F. Allen, His{. de Danemark (18'78), i, 185-7.

3 According to gorne chroniclers, Mexwan gained the victory by treacherousl
breaking a truce. But earlier writers, who wonld not have failed to reproach
their opponents for such perfidy, say nothing on the subject. Cf. Abulfedas Annales

- Moslemici (T'rans]. Reiske), 1754, p. 117, where it is stated that Merwéin forbade the °
. pursuit of the fugitives. - . . e o
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This Battle of Marj Rahit was never forgotten by Kel-
bites or Kaisites, and seventy-two years later it was fought
afresh, so to spesk, in Spain. It was the favourite subjeet
for poets of both the rival peoples: inspiving them with
chants of joy and victory, or, on the other hand, with
lamentations, and cries of vengeance. Just as the rout
became general, Zofar had beside him two chiefs of the
tribe of Sulaym. His charger was the only one which
could compete in speed with the pursuing Kelbites, and his
two companions, seeing the enemy on the point of over-
taking them, cried, “ Flee, Zofar, flee] We are de_ad men!”
Spurring his horse, Zofar escaped, and his two friends were
slain.

“ How can I know happiness,” he lamented later, “since I abandoned
Ibn ‘Amir and Ibn Mam, and Hammém is no more? Never had any man
seen me lacking in courage; yet on that fatal evening, when I was pursued
—when encompassed by the foe none came to my reseue—I nhandoned my
two friends, like a dastard, to save mysclf! Shall one act of weakness blob
out all my exploits, all my deeds of daring? Shall we leave the Kelbites
at peace? Shall not our spears picree them?  Qur brothren {ell at Rahit,
shall they not be avenged? The grass will grow agnin on the uptarnud
soil which covers their bones; but we shall never forget them, and im-
placable is our hatred of the foe. Wife, give moe my arms!  Would, thag...
the war might never end ! Verily tho battle of Rahit hath opened o abyss
between Merwin and ourselves,”

A Kelbite poet replied in a poem of which only two
verses are extant : o

“ Verily since the battle of Rihit Zofar hath been stricken with a curcless

* malady. Never will he cease to mourn over the tribesmen of Sulaym, *Amir
and Dhubyén, slain in the fray: baulked of his dearest hopes, he will

-ceaselessly renew by his verses the sorrows of widows and orphans.”

Another Kelbite poet celebrated the victory of his
fellow-tribesmen. He gloats over the shameful flight of
- ‘the Kaisites, when, in their haste they flung away their

standards, which fell «like thirsty birds which circle in the
‘air before they settlé upon the water.” He enumerates one
by one the Kaisite chiefs—every tribe has its own to lament :

. - “Cowards! they were all wounded in the back ! Verily, there were
" 'upon the Plain those who leaped for-joy! Those, namely, who cut off the
- moses, hands and ears of the Kaisites, and unmanned them as they lay !”

. "[Avrronities: Hamdsa, pp. 72, 81719, 658-9; Hamdsa (Bukturf),

- ff 84~5; Ibn Khaldfin, ii, 170-2; Fikiht, £ 4009 Ibn al-Athir,

iii, 84; Ibn BadrGn, p, 185; Ibn Adhfési, i, 84; Istakhrt,

pp. 18-14;, 87; Mdobarrad, p. 195 ; Tabaxt, ii. 264; Raihdn, f. 187,
_201-2; Isid,, ¢ -18.] \ L :



CHAPTER VII
KHAREJITES AND SHIITES

HILE Merwin—made master of Syria by his victory
on the Field of Rahit—was preparing to subdue

Egypt, Zofar, henceforth leader of his party, threw himself
into Kirckesia, a fortress in Mesopotamia, lying to the east

of Kinnisrin at the confluence of the Khabfir and the

Euphrates. Kirckesia became by degrees the headquarters

of the Kaisites. Hostilities on a large scale being impractic-

-able, they confined themselves to a war of ambushes and

night attacks—but nevertheless waged it ruthlessly. Led

by Zofar's lieutenant ‘Omair ibn Hob#b, they pillaged the

Kelbite encampments in the desert of Sem#wa, giving no

quarter, and in their savagery even ripping up the women.

When Zofar saw the marauders returning laden with booty

«~and govered with blood, he cried in exultation: “ Now is your

time of adversity, O ye Kelbites! Vengeance is ours, yours

‘the punishment. No longer is there safety for you in the

desert of Semfiwa: flee thence and take with you the sons

of Bahdal! Go, seek safety where vile slaves drudge in the .
olive-groves ] ”?

Nevertheless the Kaisites were then only of secondary
‘importance. Kirckesia, it is true, was the terror and the
scourge of the surrounding districts, but it was, after-all,
little more than a den of robbers which could not cause
Merwin serious uneasiness. His chief concern now was
the conquest of ‘Irék, and the formidable foes that he had
to attack were of a far different order. '

‘Trdk in those days presented a curious and. complex
spectacle. The strangest and most extravagant doctrines
contended for popularity : succession and election, despotism
and liberty, divine ri%ht and the sovereignty of the people,
fanaticism and indifferentism, struggled for the mastery;
victorious Arabs and conquered Persians, rich and poor,
visionaries and sceptics, were everywhere at odds. First,
there was the moderate party, who loved neither the

_ X Cf. Nouv. Journ. asiat., xiii. 301,
' 77
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Omayyads nor Ibn Zubair. Scarcely a man in Irik felt
respect for the character of the latter, or sympathy with the
principles he represented; and yet, since every attempt to
establish a national government at Basra or Kifa had failed,
the Moderates ended by acknowledging him, inasmuch as
they believed him the only man able to maintain some
semblance of order in the land. One section of the party
consisted of Moslems whose faith was lukewarm, and whose
ideal was to live a pleasant and indolent life: the rest, still
more heedless of the morrow, preferred doubt to enthusiasm
and negation to hope. They worshipped and sacrificed to
only one god. That god was pleasure—the mere gratifica-
tion of the senses. The graceful and witty pen of ‘Omar
ibn Abi Rabi‘a,! the Arab Anacreon, has written their
liturgy. The two most eminent and influential nobles of
Basra, Ahnaf and Héritha, were exactly representative of
the two shades of the party. The name of the former oceurs
frequently in the history of this period, but merely as that
of an adviser: he was for ever talking but never acting, As
chief of the Temim, he was, however, held in such unbounded
esteem by the tribe, that Mu‘dwiya I was wont to say: «If
he wgé to fly into a rage, & hundred thousand ‘Lemimites
wonld share his anger without asking its -cause.” Fertue-
nately, he was incapable of wrath: his forbearance was pro-
verbial ; even when he summoned his tribe t@.arms it was
understood that it was merely to please the beautiful Zubrf,
his mistress, who ruled him tyrannically: ¢ Zabrd is in an’
il humour to-day!” the soldiers would remark, Since.
Ahnaf was moderate in all things, his religion steered a
middle course between fervour and indifference. . He did
_penance for his sins, but the penance was not severe.” In
expiation for each misdeed he would pass his finger swiftly
through a lamp-flame, and exclaim, with a little cry of pain,
. “Wherefore didst thou commit that sin?” T'o be guided
by a cautious' but unswerving egoism, not descending to
" duplicity or crime; to preserve an attitude of party neutrality
as ¥ar' as he could ; to acknowledge the existing government,
.- even if illegitimate, without censure or flattery, and without
. seeking favours from it—-such was the line of conduct which
- 'he had marked out for himself in his youth, and from which
- hexever swerved, Ahnaf’s character was devoid of sym-
- pathy, piety, and magnanimity ;. yet, while this narrow and
, selfish opportunist was as incapable of inspiring emthusiasm as
07 7.1 BeaG. Huart, Arqbic Literature (1903), pp. 46-T, '
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of feeling it, he was universally admired for his good nature,

is unvarying affability, and his conciliatory disposition.
A brilliant and witty representative of the old pagan

nobility, Haritha passed for. a deep drinker and did not

d

emur to the imputation. Whenever he had choice of a

prefecture he always preferred one which produced the
richest wines. His religious sentiments were no mystery to
his friends. ¢ A strange sight truly,” remarked a poet who
was his kinsman, “to see Héritha assisting at public worship,

h
b

while he has no more faith than a chimera!”* His courtesy,

owever, was exquisite, and his conversation was lauded as
eing at once sprightly and instructive—furthermore, he

was distinguished among his fellow-countrymen for his
bravery. If the truth be told, the men of ‘Irék were, as a
rule, incredible cowards. During ¢ Obaidallah’s governor-
ship, two thousand of them, sent to subdue some forty

- Kharejites, durst not attack them. I have little desire,”
said their commander, “to have my funeral oration pro-
nounced by ‘Obaidallah : I prefer his censure.”

The other two great parties—namely the Khérejites and,

the Shi‘ites—were composed of sincere and ardent believers.
But these two -sects, though they had the same starting-

oin&, diverged as they advanced, and ended by regarding

ﬂnﬁoiﬁh réligion and government from wholly different points
. of yiew. . o

The Kharejites were noble and ardent souls, who, in a

seli~Seeking age, preserved their religious purity, whose
hearts were not set upon earthly things, and who had too
lofty an idea of God to do him mere lip-service and to
drowse in conventional and sluggish piety. They were true
_disciples of Mohammed—but of Mohammed such as he was
in the early years of his mission, when virtue and religion
alone filled his soul with enthusiasm ; while the orthodox of
Medina were the disciples rather of that other Mohammed
—the tonscious impostor whose insatiable ambition thirsted
. to subjugate the world with the sword. In the days when
civii war was cruelly ravaging the provinces of the vast
empire, when each tribe alleged its noble origin as a cldim
to power, the Khirejites held fast.to the besutiful words of
the XKoran: ¢ All Moslems are brothers.”. ‘ Do not ask us;”
said they, * whether we descend from Kais or from Temim ;
we are all children of Islam, we worship the unity of God,
and God is best pleased with him who best shows his grati-

1 A proverbial expression : ¢f. Al-Maidini, ii. 384,
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tude.” If they laid stress on cquality and [raternity, it was
because their ranks were recruited rather from the working-
classes than from the aristocracy. } Justly indignant at the
corruption of their contemporaries—who gave themselves
up, without seruple and without shame, to every form' of
vice and licentiousness, in the belief that in order to blot out
all their sins it sufficed to attend public prayers and make
pilgrimage to Mecca—the Khdrejites preached that faith
without works is dead, and that sinners as well as unbelievers
will be damned. Extravagant ideas, in fact, prevailed as to
the absolving power of faith: and yet the faith was then
often little else than mere deism, Wits of lax morality,
if they ever thought of heaven, counted on easily gaining
entrance there. “What preparation hast thou made for
such a day as this?” asked the pious theologian Hasan!
of the poet Farazdak® who stood beside him at a funeral,
“ The witness that I have borne for sixty years to the unity
of God,” replied the poet calmly.* The Khdrejites inveighed
against this theory. ¢ If this be true,” they urged, ** Satan
himself will escape damnation. Doth not he believe in the
unity of God 2"

In the eyes of a fickle, {frivolous, scepticnl, and semi-
pagan society, a religion so impassioned, combined with..
morality so austere, constituted a heresy. Its extirpation
was demanded ; for scepticisin sometimes proscribes piety in
the name of philosophy, just as picty sometimes proscribes
rationalism in the name of God, The Government, for
their part, were naturally alarmed at these democrats and
levellers. The Omayyads might have ignored them, or
even patronised them, if they had confined themselves to’
declaring that the founders of the orthodox party, the self-
styled saints of Islamism—such as Talha, Zubair, ‘Ali, and
Ayesha the Prophet’s widow—were ambitious hypocrites:
but they went much further. Following the example of the
orthodox at Medina, they. classed the Omayyads among un-
believers, they disputed the exclusive claim of the Kurashites
to the Khalifate, they boldly denied that the Prophet had
" declared spiritual and temporal authority to belong to that
<. tribe alone. Every man, they said, is eligible for the Kha-

lifate, whatever his standing—whether he belongs to the
- highest nobility, or to the lowest ranks of society—be he

¥ Of Bagra, '

A Nouv. Journ. ‘ssiat,, xii. 543. Hammam ibn Ghalib al-Fevazdak died ..
728, as also did Hasan, Farazdak was known as ©“ The Profligate,”
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Kuraghite or slave: a dangerous doctrine, which cut at the
very root of the constitution. Nor was this all: dreaming
of a perfect State, these simple folk—such was their passion
for liberty—preached that a Khalif was only necessary to
curb ill-doers, and that true believers, being virtuous men,
could very well dispense with one. The Government and
the aristocracy of ‘Irdk accordingly determined to crush, by
a combined effort, the Kharejites and their doctrines—just
as the Syrian nobility had aided the Omayyads in their con-
flict with the Companions of the Prophet. A ruthless and
cruel persecution, directed by ‘Obaidallah, was set on foot.
The sceptical philosopher, the man who had compassed the
death of the Prophet’s grandson, shed in torrents the blood
of those whom in his heart he must have regarded as Mo-
hammed’s true disciples. Moreover, they were, just then,
far from formidable ; vanquished by ‘Ali in two sanguinary
battles, they no longer preached publicly, but secluded
themselves, and had even deposed their chief because he dis-
agproved of their inaction and of their intercourse with Arabs
of other sects. Nevertheless, fire, as their enemies well
knew, yet smouldered beneath the ashes, ready to be fanned
into a flame.. The Nonconformists secretly disseminated
~theirr principles, with a fiery eloquence which was irresistible
because it sprang from the heart. *This heresy must be
~ destroyed root and branch,” replied ‘Obaidallah to those
who urged that the sectaries were not dangerous enough to
warrant such extreme measures: ¢ These men are more .
formidable than you suppose; their lightest words kindle
the souls of men, as a tiny spark ignites a heap of rushes,”
' The Khérejites endured the terrible ordeal with wholly
admirable constancy. Self-possessed and resigned, they
walked with a firm step to the scaffold, reciting prayers and
verses of the Koran ; and glorifying God, they received the
- fatal plow. Never did they seek to save their lives by
breaking their word. .An agent of the Government arrested
oné of them in the street. “Let me enter my house for a
moment,” said the Kharejite, “that I may purify myself
and pray.” ¢ Who will answer for your return?” * God,”
replied the Kharejite, who did not fail to surrender. :Another,
undergoing imprisonment, astonished even his jailer by his
exemplary piety and persuasive elogiience. “Your doctrines
seem lofty and holy,” said the jailer, “ and-I will render you
a sérvice. I1'will permit you to visit your family during the -
. night, if you will promise me to return hither at daybreak.”. -
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«] promise,” said the prisoner, and henceforth the jailer
released him every day at sumset, One night,. wh}le the
Kharejite sat with his family, some friends eame in with the
news that the Governor, exasperated at the assassination of
one of the executioners, had ordered all the heretics then
incarcerated to be beheaded. In spite of the entreaties of
his friends, and the tears of his wife and children, who be-
sought him not to deliver himself up to certain death, the
Kharejite returned to the prison. * Could 1 stand before:
God’s face,” he said, “if I had broken my word¢” On
entering his cell he saw a troubled expression on the worthy
warder’s face. “ Make thy mind easy,” said the prisoner, « I
know thy master’s decree.” “Thou knowest it! and yet
thou hast returned!” cried the jailer, lost in amazement
and admiration.

The courage of the women rivalled that of the men,
The pious Baljd, warned that ‘Obaidallah had the day before -
pronounced her name-—which from his lips was equivalent
to a sentence of death—refused to take her friends’ advice
and conceal herself. «If he arrests me,” she suid, *so much
the worse for him, for God will punish him: but 1 would
not that one of our brethren should be disquicted on my
behalf.” With calmness and resignation she awaited the™
executioners, who, after they had cut off her hands and feet,
cast her body into the market-place, e

Such transcendent heroism and piety excited the sym-
pathy and admiration of all just men, and sometimes inspirved
the very executioners with respect. At the sight of the wan
and emaciated enthusiasts, who scarcely ate or slept, and:
seemed clad in an aureole of glory, a divine dread seized the
arm uplifted to strike, Soon, however, it was fear rather
than. reverence that made the executioners hesitate. The
persecuted sect evolved a secret society whose members
acted in unison. On the morrow of every execution a
headsman was found assassinated. This was a beginning of
armed resistance, but it did not satisfy the zealots of the
© party. It must be remembered that in the eyes of the
~ sect, as well as of Moslems in general, meek resignation to
_punishment was regarded rather as a weakness than a merit..
. -The'Mohammedan, as well as the Catholic Church, is essen-

© tially a Church militant, if in a different sense. The ex-
tremists therefore reproached the more moderate for their
intercourse with ““robbers and infidels,” and fdr what they
termed their supineness and cowardice, while the poets,
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joining in these reproaches, issued a call to arms when it
was noised abroad that Moslim was about to attack the
Holy Cities, This crisis was pregnant with the fate of the
sect, of which NAfi‘ ibn Azrak was then the most
eminent member. Collecting his friends, he rushed to the
defence of the sacred soil, and Ibn Zubair—who had declared
that in fighting against the Arabs of Syria, he would accept
aid from Dailamites, Turks, pagans, and barbarians—received
him with open arms, and even assured him that he was a
convert to the mew doctrines. So long as the siege of
Mecca lasted the Kharejites performed prodigiés of valour,
but they afterwards became convinced that between the
head of the orthodox Church and themselves union was
impossible. They accordingly returned to Basra, and later,
profiting by the universal disorder, settled in the province
of Ahwiz,' whence they drove out the government officials.
Henceforth, the Khérejites—or at any rate those of
Ahwiz, whom the Arabs called Azrakites, after the father
of Nifi“—were no longer content with avoiding all communi-
cation with Arabs who were not of their sect, and with
declaring that it was a sin to dwell among them, or to eat
~animals slain by them, or to intermarry with them. Exas-
“perated by many years of persecution, and thirsting for
vengeance, ‘their character grew cruel and ferocious; they
pushed their principles to the most rigorous conclusions,
and found in the Koran—which they interpreted much as
certain English and Scottish sects in the seventeenth century
interpreted the Bible—arguments to justify and sanctify their
implacable hatred. All other Arabs were either unbelievers
or—which came to the same thing—sinners; they must
therefore be extirpated if they refused to accept the creed
of God’s people, for Mohammed left the pagan Arabs no
alternative to Islamism save death. None ought to be
. spareds neither women nor infants at the breast, for in the .
Koran Noah saith i ““Lord, leave not one single family of
Infidels on the Earth: for if thou leave them they will
beguile thy servants and will beget only sinners, infidels.” *
Their extermination had been desired: in turn they
longed to exterminate their persecutors. - Martyrs no longer,
they had become executioners. Soon, marking their route
in torrents of blood, they advanced on Basra. ~ Unspeakable
terror reigned in the town. The inhabitants, who, as we have
seen, confessed their cowardice with revolting cynicism, had

1 Khiizistan, ' 8 Koran, Su. 1xx1 27-8.
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only their own troops and their own courage to vely upon,
for they had just shaken off their Omayyud rulers and had
not yet acknowledged Ibn Zubair. T'o make matters worse,
they had been so ill-advised as to place the Kurashite Babba'
at the head of the government—a man of immense corpu-
lence, but otherwise a mere nonentity. Nevertheless, since
their property, their families, and their lives were at stake,
the very gravity of the danger imparted to them some
energy, and they sallied forth to meet_the foe with more
alacrity and courage than they usually displayed when there
was fighting toward. They came in touch with the enemy
near D0lab, and hostilities continued for a month. Nafit
was slain in a skirmish, and the Arabs of Basra lost three’
commanders in succession; at last, wearied by so long a
campaign, discouraged by the indecisive results of so many
combats, and exhausted by their unaccustomed exertions,
they felt that they had mistaken their strength, and returned
to their homes. ‘Irik would thereupon have been overrun
by the fierce sectaries, if Elaritha had not barred the way at
 the head of his fellow-tribesmen the Ghoddénites. “Un-
dying disgrace will be ours,” he cricd to his companions in
arms, “if we abandon our brethren at Basra to the hrutal
rage of the Kharejites ;” and, fighting as a volunteer, without ™
oﬁ%cial rank, he saved ‘Irik from the tervible scourge which |
‘threatened her. But the danger remained imminent: .
Haritha might be defeated any day, and then nothing would "
prevent the enemy from penetrating to Basra. 'TI'he inhabi-
tants accordingly saw no other means of safety except to
-join their forces with Ibn Zubair’s and to acknowledge him
‘as Khalif. This they did, and Ibn Zubair sent them a .
Governor, The latter appointed his brother, ‘Othmién by
. name, commander-in-chief. On taking the field, and finding
* that he had the advantage in point of numbers over the -
‘enemy, - ‘Othmén .exclaimed to Haritha, who had joined .
““him: “ What! is that their army?”
-+ *Thoulittlé knowest them,” replied Haritha ; « they will
give thee enough to do, I will answer for it.”
- “ By Allah !” replied ‘Othmén disdainfully, « I will make -
- - proof of their prowess ere I dine!” -
e Bear in mind, General, that when those men are once
.. in/battle array they never retreat.” ‘ '
- %ILknow the men of ‘Irdk, that they are covgards. And-
PR '2’-7 On the ¢rigin of this nime see Al-Tha4libl, Lat@'if al-Ma'drif (ed. De Jong),
PR T . CoL



L7 DEATH OF HARITHA . 85

as for thee, Haritha, what knowest thou of fighting? Thou
hast had more practice in another matter, . . .»

‘Othmin accompanied these words with a significant
gesture, and Haritha, furious at having been subjected by
this pietistic foreigner to the twofold reproach of cowardice
and drunkenness, withdrew his men, and took no part in the
engagement. :

A victim to his own presumption, ‘Othmén, after seein
his troops in full retrcat, perished upon the field. The
Khérejites were about to reap the fruits of their victory,
when Héritha, raising the fallen standard, and putting his
tribesmen in battle array, checked the onset of the enemy.
* If Haritha had not been there,” remarks a poet, very
justly, “not a man of ‘Irdk would have survived that fatal
day. When it is asked who saved the country, Ma‘ad-
dites and Yemenites answer with one accord, ¢ Haritha !’ ”

Unfortunately, the pietists whom Ibn Zubair sent in
succession as Governors of ‘Irdk failed to appreciate the only
man who, amidst general cowardice, had shown courage
and energy. They looked upon him as a wine-bibber and
an infidel, they stubbornly refused to grant him the
official position he demanded, and they did not send him the

. reiffforcements which ‘were absolutely necessary for holding
‘the enemy in check. At length the gallant warrior, hard
. pressed, was compelled to save the remnant of his forces by
a retreat which resembled a flight. Pursued by the enemy, :
they reached the Little Tigris, and hastily crowded into boats
to cross the river. The boats were already in mid-stream
when Héritha heard cries of distress from a gallant Temimite, .
~who had reached the river too late, and was almost over- -
taken by the enemy. Haritha ordered the boatman to return ;
he obeyed, but the bank was very steep, and the Temimite,
heavily armed, flung himself down into the boat. The -
impact capsized it, and all its occupants perished in the
stream. ‘Irdk had lost its last defender.. The advance of
the enemy continued: they were already engaged on the
construction of a bridge over the Euphrates. " Many.of the
inhabitants had quitted Basra to seek safety elsewhere,
others prepared to follow them, and the fear inspired by the
terrible ¢ Round-heads” was so acute and widespread ‘that
the Governor could not find another commander for the
. army. Then, as though by inspiration from heaven, one .
. thought fldshed through every mind, one  cry burst from
. every ~mouth—*Muhallab alone - can save us!” And. -
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Mubhallab saved them. He was undoubtedly an exceptional
man, worthy in all respeets of the enthusiastic admiration
shown for him by a Christian hero, the Cid, when in his
palace at Valencia he read of the gallant deeds wrought by
the doughty knights of Islam.!

Nothing escaped Muhallab’s clear-sightedness; he saw
from the outset that a war of this kind called for something
besides military genius in the (zeneral, and that to subdue
these fanatics ever ready to conquer or dic——who though
transfixed by lances would rush upon the foe shouting: “Oh -
Lord, to thee we come!”—it was necessary to oppose to
them soldiers, not merely hardened and disciplined, but
equally animated by religious enthusiasm. And Muhallab
worked a miracle. He succeeded in transforming the
sceptical men of ‘Irfk into zealous believers; he persuaded
them that the Khirejites were the Eternal’s bitterest foes,
he inspired them with longings for the inartyr's erown.
When their courage wavered, he boldly put in Mohatnmed’s
mouth words promising them victory-—for, strange to say,
his talent for imposture equalled his lofty courage. Ilence-
forth his troops showed no sign of wavering, and victory was
theirs because they were convineed that it had been assured
them by heaven. This war, which lasted for nincteen yers,
was one long rivalry in fanatical hatred; it is impossible to
say which party showed itself the most fiery, stubborn, and
furiously implacable. *“ Were I to see the pagan Dailamites
on the one side, and the Khérejites on the other,” said
one of Muhallab’s soldiers, “I would fling myself upon
the latter, for he who dieth at their hands will wear in
Paradise among the martyrs a crown of tenfold glory!”

“While Basra needed all its men and all its resources to
“repel the Khérejites, another sect, that of the Shitites, caused -

~ keen alarm to the Omayyads as well as to Ibn Zubair.

If the doctrines of the Kharejites necessarily tended to
democracy, those of the Shi‘ites led straight to despotism of
the worst kind, Refusing to admit that the Prophet had

- 'had the imprudence to leave the choice of his successor to
the multitude, they relied on certain highly ambiguous ex-
- pressions of Mohammed as proving that he had expressly-
" named “Ali to succeed him, and that the family of Fatima's
- ‘husband had an hereditary right to the Khalifate. They
therefore regarded as usurpers, not only the Omayyads, but
-Abt: Bakr, ‘Omar, and ‘Othman, and st the same timel they
o S . L Recherches (1881), ii. 23, ' :
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deified the Khalif, alleging him to be incapable of sin, and
to share none of the frailties and imperfections of humanity )
Premising the Khalif’s divinity, the dominating sect of those
days—which had been founded by Kaisfin,' one of ‘Ali’s
freedmen—reached logically the melancholy conclusion that
faith, religion, and virtue consisted solely in passive submis-
sion and unquestioning obedience to the commands of a
man-god. This strange and monstrous doctrine, uncongenial
tothe Arab character, had been hatched in the brains of the
ancient disciples of Zoroaster, who—being accustomed to see
in their kings and priests descendants of the gods, or of divine
and celestial beings—transferred to the heads of the new re-
ligion the veneration which they had previously accorded to
their monarchs.? TFor the Shi‘ites were essentially a Persian
sect,” and were recruited for the most part from the freed-
men—in other words, from the Persians. Hence too it re-
sulted that the creed of the sect assumed the formidable
aspect of a blind and furious war against society : hating the
dominant race, and envying th<ir riches, these Persians de-
manded their share of earthly wealth. Their leaders never-
theless were usually Arabs, who turned to account the
. credulity and fanaticism of the sectaries. At the period we
" now speak of they were under the leadership of Mukhtér—
a man at once violent and subtle, heroic and unprincipled,
a tiger in his wrath and a fox in his craftiness. By turns
Kharejite, orthodox—Zubairite, as the phrase went—and
Shi‘ite, he had belonged to every party, from that which
embodied democracy to that which preached absolutism;
and to justify these frequent changes—calculated, as they
were, to raise doubts as to his sincerity and good faith—he
. created a God after his own image, a deity essentially fickle, -
who would think, will, and ordain to-morrow the opposite
of that which he thought, willed, and ordained yesterday.
This grotesque doctrine had a further advantage, for, while
Mukhtar prided himself on his prophetic powers, his pre-
sentiments and visions were thereby sheltered from adverse
criticism; since if they were not justified by events, he
. would simply remark, “ God hath changed his mind [

! Wrongly identified by some Arab writers with Mukhtfir, of whose body-guard
* he beceme captain. . ‘
* De Sacy, Euxpost de ln religion des Druzes, 1. xxvii,, and Dozy, Essal su
7 histoire de I lslamism (Chauvin’s trausl.{, PP 219 8g. :
3 Though their dogmas were probably of Jewish origin, through the Saba’ites,
whose founder seems to have been a Jew.. See Nicholson, Lit. Hist. of the Arab

(1907), p. 215. , -
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Nevertheless, in spite of appearances to the contrary,
none was less inconsistent or less variable than Mukhtar,
If he changed, it was merely with regard to the means which
he employed. All his actions had a single motive power—
an unbridled ambition; all his ciforts were directed to a
single end—supreme power. He despised all that other men
feared or venerated. His proud spirit contemplated with
disdainful indifference all political systems and religious
creeds. He looked upon them as so many snaves set to
entrap the multitude, or prejudices which an able man could
manipulate to serve his own purposes. But although he .
played every part with equal skill, that of chief of the Shi‘ites
was the most congenial to him. No other sect was so simple
and credulous, or possessed that character of passive obedi-
ence, so gratifying to his imperious temper. _ 2

By a bold stroke he captured Kafa from Ibn Zubair,
and then marched to meet the Syrian army despatched
against him by the Khalif ‘Abd al-Malik, who had lately
succeeded his father Merwéin. The inhabitants of Kifa, who
had submitted with rage and indignation to the yoke placed
on them by this impostor and his Persians—their slaves,
as they called them—Dad only waited for such a juncture
to rise in revolt. But Mukhtir contrived to gain timé by
‘'seductive promises and protestations, and he profited by
the delay to send his general, Tbrihim, orders to return
immediately. At a moment when they least expected
it, the rebels saw Ibrihim and his Shi‘ites rushing upon
them sword in hand. When the insurrection had been.
drowned in blood, Mukhtir caused two hundred and fifty
“men—most of whom had fought against, Husain at Kerbeld
—+t0 be arrested and beheaded. Husain’s death served
him:.as-a pretext, but his real object was to deprive the
Axrabs of any desire to repeat their attempt. In this he

-~ was successful. . To escape the despotism of the sword

. they emigrated in great nurmbers. . o

...} In giving orders to his troops to march once more against

.. the Syrian -army, Mukhtér neglected no means of stimu-

- lating" their enthusiasm' and .fanaticism. Before they set.
- ‘out he exhibited an old chair, bought from a carpenter at

. .-the. modest price of two pieces of silver; but now covered

- ¥ith' silk’ and’ alleged’ to be the throne of ‘Ali. <« 'This

. throne,” he exclaimed to the soldiers, “shall -be to- you
.~ what the Ark of the Covenant was to the childrén of Israel.
> Bear it into the thick of the fray; place it where the carnage
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is greatest, and defend it. If the vietory is yours it will be
because God hath aided you; but be not faint-hearted if
perchance you meet with a reverse, for it hath been revealed
to me that in such a case, God will send angels to succour
you, and ye shall see them flying in the clouds after the
similitude of white doves,’}

Mukhtdr had, as a matter of fact, deposited with some
trusty agents a number of pigeons reared in Kiifa, with
orders to release them if an unfavourable issue was to be
feared. The appearance of the birds would therefore warn
Mukhtér that the moment had arrived for him to consult
his own safety, and at the same time would stimulate
his credulous soldiers to do their utmost to turn defeat
into victory. .

The battle was fought on the borders of Khizir, not
far from Mosul (August, 686). The Shi‘ites were at the
outset repulsed. Thereupon the pigeons were released. The .
sight of the birds renewed the courage of the troops, and
whilst, in fanatical exaltation, they flung themselves upon
the foe with unbridled fury, crying “The angels! the
angels!” another shout was heard on the left wing of the
Syrian army, which was entirely composed of Kaisites,

- undér the command of ‘Omair, formerly Zofar’s lieutenant,
On the preceding night he had had an interview with the
Shi‘ite general. Now, lowering his standard, he' cried :
“ Vengeance, vengeance, for the fatal field- of Rahit ] .~
Henceforth the Kaisites became inert, but not indifferent,
spectators of the fray, and by nightfall the Syrian army,
having lost its commander-in-chief, ‘Obaidallah, was utterly
defeated. ‘

While Mukhtir was still elated by his victory, the
fugitives from Kofa urged Mus‘ab, Ibn Zubair’s brother -
and Governor of Basra, to try conclusions with the impostor,. .
assuring him that as soon as he showed himself, all intelli-
gent men in Ktfa would declare for him. Yielding to their
request, Mus‘ab recalled Muhallab to Basra, marched with.
him against. the Shi‘ites, gained two victories over them,
and besieged Mukhtir, who had withdrawn into the Citadel
of Kofa. Mukhtér, seeing the ruin. of his. party to be
inevitable, resolved not to survive it. . “ Let us fall upon the
besiegers,” he cried. “ It is better to die like brave men than
to perish here of hunger, or be slaughtered. like lambs !, -

. But his préestige was at an end, Out of six or seven

"thousand men only twenty answered to.his appeal. These -
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sold their lives.dearly. As for the rest, their cowardice
profited them nothing. They were declared brigands and
assassins, and the pitiless Mus‘ab put them all to the sword
(a.n. 687). But he did not long enjoy his success.  Unwil-
lingly, he had rendered a notable service to his brother’s
rival, since he had rid him of his most formidable enemies,
the Shiites, and ‘Abd al-Malik, having henceforth nothing
to fear from them, made vast preparations to attack the
Zubairites in ‘Irak. Lest the enemy should threaten him
in the rear, he began operations by besieging Kirckesia,
* where Zofar played a very ambiguous part, now pretending
to fight for Zubair, now supplying the Shi‘ites with pro-
visions and proposing to march with them against the
Syrians. All enemies of the Omayyads, however different
their aims, were his friends and allies. When besieged b
‘Abd al-Malik—who, acting on the advice of the Kelbites,
prudently removed his Kaisite troops from the fighting line
—Zofar defended his stronghold stubbornly ; once, indeed,
his men made so vigorous a sortie that they penetrated to
the Khalif’s tent. Since he was desirous of ending the siege
in order to march against Musab, ‘Abd al-Malik then
entered into negotiations—which, however, he broke off
when the fall of four towers revived the hope of storfing =
the town, and renewed when the assault failed, By the
judicious distribution of money amongst the Khalif’s soldiers,
Zofar eventually obtained very honourable terms; namely,
an amnesty for his brothers in arms, and the governorship
of Kirckesia for himself! As a salve to his pride, moreover,
he- stipulated that he should not be compelled to swear
allegiance to an Omayyad Khalif during Ibn Zubair's life-
 time. Finally, to ratify their reconciliation, it was agreed
that Maslama, tlie Khalif’s son, should marry Zofar's'
daughter. Upon the conclusion of peace, Zofar presented
himself before ‘Abd al-Malik, who received him with great
courtesy and bade him sit beside him on the throne. The
‘spectacle of these two men, enemies for so long a time,
~exchanging assurances of brotherly amity was assuredly a

* ' touching one! But appearances were deceitful. To convert

~..“Abd ‘al-Malik’s newborn friendship for Zofar into burning
-hate:all that was needed was a poetical quotation. A noble

Yemenite, ITbn Dhi ’1-Kal4, entered the tent, and on seein
the place of honour occupied by Zofar he shed tears. The

‘Khalif inquired ‘the cause of ‘his grief. « Commander of
- X Cf. Nown, Journ. asiat., xiti. 305. "
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the Faithful,” said he, “ how can I refrain from bitter tears,
when I look upon that man, but lately in revolt against
thee, whose sword still drips with the blood of my kinsmen,
victims of their loyalty to thee—when I see this murderer
of my family seated beside thee, while 1 stand at the foot
of the throne ?”

“In bidding him sit beside me,” replied the Khalif, « I
had no wish to place him above thee; but he speaks my
tongue, and his conversation interests me.”

The poet al-Akhtal,* who was drinking wine in another
tent, was told of the reception accorded to Zofar by the
Khalif. He hated and loathed the brigand of Kirckesia,
who had been more than once on the point of exterminating
- his tribe, the Beni Taghlib. ‘I will smite him a blow that
Ibn Dhi 1-Kald could not deal,” said he. Thereupon he
entered the Khalif’s presence, and after gazing at him fixedly
for a few moments declaimed these verses:

¢ The wine which filleth my cup sparkles like the bright and eager eye
of a game-cock. It exalteth the spirits of the drinker. He who quaffeth
three goblets thereof unmixed with water, feeleth o desire of bestowing
benefits arise in his heart. He swayeth daintily in his walk, like a lovely
doughter of the Kuraigh, and suffereth the skirts of his raimeut to flutter
* in the breeze.” '

.. % Wherefore dost thou recite these verses?” asked the
Khalif. *Doubtless some fancy passeth through thy mind.”

« Verily, Commander of the Faithful,” replied al-Akhtal,
“ many ideas crowd in upon me when I see seated beside
thee on the throne the man who said but yesterday: ¢The
grass will grow again on the upturned soil which covereth

.the bones of our brothers; but we shall never forget them,

and implacable is our hatred of the foe!’” '

At these words ‘Abd al-Malik started up as though a
wasp had stung him. Furious, panting with rage, his eyes
sparkling with savage hate, he kicked Zofar violently on the -
chest, and flung him to the foot of the throne. Zofar after-
wards confessed that he never thought himself nearer death

than at that moment.? . o _
The days of sincere reconciliation were not yet, and it was
not long before the Kaisites gave the Omayyads fresh proof -

" 1 Ghiyath ibn Ghaﬁh, a Christian. “His religion,hhov;rever, was less a matter
of principle than of convenience, and to him the supreme virtue of Christianity lay
in the licence wkich it gave him to drink wine as often as he pleased.” Nicholson,
op. cit,, p. 240. , ; ' e

"5 Cf. Nouv. Journ, asiat., xiii, 3047,
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of their inveterate animosity. Zofar had reinforced the army
of ‘Abd sl-Malik, when he took the field against Mus¢ab,
with a division of Kaisites under his son Hudhail; but as
soon as the two armies came in sight of each other, the
Kaisites went over to the enemy with their arms and
munitions. This desertion, however, did not produce, like
‘Omair’s, disastrous consequences. Iortune, on the con-
trary, smiled on ‘Abd al-Malik. Fickle and light-hearted,
the men of ‘Irak had already forgotten their grievances
against the Omayyads. Never very eager for warfare, and,
naturally, having no desire to die for a pretender whom
they despised, they had lent a willing earto ‘Abd al-Malik’s
emissaries, who overran ‘Irsk, scattering gold and promises
of the most tempting kind. Mus‘ab was therefore sur-
rounded by generals already bought by the Omayyads, and -
when the battle was joined, he soon discovered their real

sentiments. *1 refuse,” replied one who was ordered to

attack, “to immolate my tribe for a canse which toucheth

them not.” “ What!” cried another in an insolent and

derisive tone, “'Thou orderest me to charge? But none of

my men will follow me; and charging alone L should cut a

- ridiculous figure 1” .

There was but one course open to & nan so brave and
proud as Mus‘ab. Addressing his son ‘Lsit, he said: “Go, .
and tell thy uncle that the perfidious men of “Irik have -
betrayed him; and bid adieu to thy father, who hath but
a few moments to live,” :

“ Nay, my father,” replied the young man; “never shall.
‘the Kurashites reproach me. for having deserted thee in
the hoir of danger.” Father and son then rushed into the -
" thick of the fight, and a little later their heads were laid
before ¢‘Abd al-Malik (A.n. 690).

. All ‘Irfk now swore allegiance to the Omayyad. Mu-
hallab, while ignorant of Mus‘ab’s death, which was already -
* known to the Khérejites, had declared during a conference -
“with the chiefs of that body, that Mus‘ab was his lord
* i this world and the next, and that it was the duty of
+. ‘every good Musulman to resist ‘Abd al-Malik, son of the
- -accursed one. But on recéiving from the Omayyad Khalif
;& diploma confirming him .in all his offices and titles,
: Muhallab followed the example of his countrymen. = Such
.~ was the meaning which even the best of the men of ‘Irfk’
* attachéd to honour and loyalty ! S SRR
. 2, “Decide for yourselves .whether we or ye are in the
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wrong,” cried the justly indignant Khirejites, “but at least
have the honesty to acknowledge that ye are this world’s
thralls, and that for lucre yc will serve and flatter any ruler
—brethren of Satan that ye are!”

[Avrnomries: Mabaread, Edmil, 5757, 588-90, 623, 647-704, 736;
Sharastini, Kitdb, 87-91; 108-10, &c.; Ibn Khaldtn, . 171~
183; Raihdn, f. 187; Ibn Khallikdn (ed. Slame), i. 322 sqq.,
(ed. Wiist.) fase. ix. 48; Ibn Kutaiba, p. 208; Ibn Badran,
p. 189; Maseadi, f. 125.]



CHAPTER VIII
KELBITES AND KAISITES

:ABD AL-MALIK neared the goal of his ambition. To
secure unquestioned sovereignty over the Musulman
world, he had but to capture Mecca, the residence and
last refuge of his rival. It is true that the attack would
be a sacrilege, and ‘Abd al-Malik would have shuddered
with horror at the mere suggestion had he preserved the
pious sentiments which characterised him in his early years.
But he was no longer the ingenuous and ardent youth who,
in an outburst of pious indignation, had called Yezid the
foe of the Eternal, for daring to send a foree against
Medina, the Prophet’s city. Lapse of years, commerce
with the world, and the exercise of power, had impaired his
youthful frankness and simple faith, and it is related that
on the day of his cousin Ashdak’s death—that duy on which
‘Abd al-Malik had dishonoured himself with the twofold
crime of perjury and murder—he had shut God’s Book,
with a cold and gloomy air, muttering, *Fenceforth we
have naught in common,” Since his religious sentiments
. were well known, the news that he was about to despatch
an army against Mecca was no cause of surprise, but far
otherwise was the Khalif’s astonishing choice of commander
for such an important expedition. Ie appointed a man
.of the meanest extraction, one Hajjéj,’ WEO had formerly.
followed the humble calling of schoolmaster at T&if in -
"Arabia, thinking himself fortunate if at the end of a day
- “spent in teaching little children to read he had earned the
-Erxice of a crust of bread. Later, he had become publicly
. known merely as having established some sort of discipline
. in ‘Abd al-Malik’s body-guard, as having commanded a
. ‘division in “Irk (when the enemy, by their defection, de- -
- 'prived him of the opportunity of showing bravery or the .
" reverse), and as having been beaten by the Zubairites in
Merwén’s reign, He owed his agpointment to a singular
circumstance. When he ventured to solicit the honour of

" 1 Hajjaj ibn Yasuf, 4, 714,
' 94 '
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commanding the army againsl Thn Zubajr, Lthe Khalif ex-
claimed disdainfully, * Keep silence, fellow!” But by one
of those inconsistencies to which the human mind is so
Erone, ‘Abd al-Malik’s general scepticism was tempered

y a firm faith in oneiromancy, and Hajj4j skilfully turned
this fact to account. “ I dreamed,” he said simply, “thai
1 was flaying Ibn Zubair.” The Khalif forthwith conferred
on him the coveted command.

Ibn Zubair himself had received with calmness and
resignation the news of the loss of ‘Irik and of his brother's
death. As a matter of fact he had been not wholly easy
with regard to the ultimate designs of Mus‘ab—who, in his
opinion, was inconveniently disposed to play the sovereign
—and he consoled himsell the more readily since his
brother’s death gave him the opportunity of displaying his
rhelorical talents in a funeral oration which to us may seem
cold and forced, bul which he doubtless deemed highly
edifying. He declarcd nsaively that Mus‘ab’s death had
inspired him at once with sorrow and joy; sorrow, because
he was thereby “bereft of a friend whose loss had caused a
poignant wound in his sensitive hearl, which patience and
resignation alone could alleviale;” and joy, ¢ because
Allah, in granting his brother the glory of martyrdom,
had been pleased Lo give him iestimony of his gracious
favour.”?

But when the day came for fighting rather than preach-
inF—--When he saw Mecca beleagucred and threatened with
all the horrors of famine—Ibn Zubair’s courage failed. It
is not that he was lacking in the ordinary bravery, which
every soldier who is not a mere poltroon shows upon the
battlefield, but he was lacking in moral strength. He
sought counsel of his mother, a woman with the noble spirit
of & Roman matron, despite her hundred years.

« Mother,” he exclaimed, “all have abandoned me, and
the enemy offer me favourable terms. 'What, thinkest thou,
is my duty ?”

“ To die,” said she.

“ But I fear,” he replied piteously, « I fear that if T fall
at the hands of the Syrians, they will glut their vengeance
on my corpse ! ”

“ What is that to thee? Doth the slaughtered sheep
suffer when it is flayed ¢”

sAbdallsh flushed with shame at these trenchant words,

1 Nouvequ Journ, asiat,, x. 140,
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and hastecned to assure his mother ihat he shared her
sentiments and had bul sought their confirmation, Ve
soon he stood before her, fully armed, to bid her o last fare.
well. She drew him {o her breast, and her hand fell upon
a coal of mail.

« A man preparcd for death hath no need of this,” she
said. '

“Y did but don this armour to inspive thee with a spark
of hope,” he replied, somewhat disconcerted.

¢ I have abandoned hope: strip thyself of it.”

He obeyed. 'Then, after some hours spent in prayer al
the Ka‘ba, this unheroic hero rushed upon the foe, and won
in his death more honour than in his life. His head was
sent to Damascus, and his body was hung fcet upwards on
a gibbet (a.D. 692). .

Throughout the six or eight months that the siege of
Mecca lasted, Hajjaj displayed greal courage, indefatigable .
aclivity, indomilable perseverance, and, it musi be owned,
an indifference for sacred ihings, which theologians have
never forgiven, but which proved him Lo bhe devoted body
and soul to his master’s service. No scruple embarrassed
him : he respected ncither ihe immemorial sanctity of the
Temple, nor what scemed Lo others a manifestation of the,
wrath of heaven. Onc day, when the Syrians were hurling |
stones upon the Ka‘ba, a sudden tempest arose and twelve
soldiers were struck by lightning. Scized with superstitious
dread, the Syrians one and all rclused to rencw Lheir attack;
Hajjéj accordingly girded up his loins, placed a stone in
the catapult, ang adjusting the ropes, remarked carelessly:
“That imports nothing: % know this country; I was born
here: these storms are not unusual.” Such striking
devotion to the Omayyad cause merited commensurate
reward. ‘Abd al-Malik appointed Hajjdj Governor of
Meces, and, a few months later, of all Hijdz. Since he was
by birth a Kaisite, his promotion would doubtless have
inspired the Kelbites with suspicion and alarm had he been
a man of noble ancestry instead of an insignificant upstart.

Moreover, the Kelbites also could plume themselves on
having rendered important services at the siege of Mecea:
they could claim, for instance, that the fataf stone which
laid Tbn Zubair low, had been launched by one of thej
number—Humaid ibn Bahdal. But what ¢gu
reassured them was that the Khalif took delight 1 praisiig
their valour and loyalty, that he flatered their leader in

u
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prose and verse, that he conferred offices upon them to the
exclusion of their adversaries, and finally that they could
rely on many princes such as Khalid, son of Yazid I, and
‘Abd al-*Aziz—Dbrother of the Khalif, and son of a Kelbite
woman.

The Kaisites, however, were not without friends at
court. Bishr especially, also the Khalif’s brother, whose
mother was a Kaisite, had espoused their interests and their
quarrel, and as he never lost an occasion of declaring that
they surpassed the Kelbites in valour, his boasting one day
roused Khélid’s wrath to such a pitch that he said to certain
Kelbites : ¢ Is there none among you who will make a foray
into the Desert of the Kaisites? It is needful to humble
the pride of those princes who have Kaisite mothers, for
they cease not to assert that in every encounter, before and
after the days of the Prophet, the Kaisites gained the
advantage over us.”

“I will gladly undertake the aflair,” said Ibn Bahdal,
“if you can guarantee that the Sultan will not punish me.”
“I will answer for that” «Unfold, then, your plan.”
« Nothing could be simpler. You know that since Ibn
Zubair’s death the Kaisites have not paid Lithe to the Khalif,
I shall accordingly give you an order authorizing you to
levy the tithe among the Kaisites, and this ‘Abd al-Malik
will be supposed to have written. Hence you will easily
contrive an opportunity of treating them as they deserve.”

Ibn Bahdal set out. In order to arouse no suspicions,
his retinue was a small one, but he knew he should find
recruits wherever he lighted upon his fellow-tribesmen.
Arriving amongst the Beni Abd-Wadd and the Beni Olaim
—two Kelfbite clans who dwelt in the Desert, to the south
of Dima and Khabt—he unfolded to them Khalid’s scheme,
and the bravest and most resolute men in the two clans
having assured him that they asked for nothing better than
to be his followers, he plunged into the Desert, after having
made them swear to give the Kaisites no quarter.

One of the Beni Fezira, a sub-tribe of the Kaisites, was

hfiest vietim. He came of rich and powerful lineage—
%"fg’reat- randfather, Hudhayfa ibn Badr, had been the

ader of t%e Dhubyén in the famous War of Dahis—but
¢ he had the misfortune to be born of a slave mother,

s {U M force struggle, waged at the end of the fifth century A.p., arisin,
Fedim a race betwéen the horge Dfhis and the mare Ghabrd, in which it was allege

that the former was defeated hy foul play,

G
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his proud fellow-tribesmen despised him to such a degree
that they had refused to give hinieven one of their daughters
in marriage (so that he had perforee chosen a wife from o
Yemenite tribe), and being unwilling to associate with him,
they had assigned him a place in the outskirts of the eamp.
It was Lhe custom of this unfortunate outeast to recile hig
morning prayers in a loud voice; and this proved his
undoing. ~ Guided by the sound, the Kelbites fell upon him,
slew him, and adding robbery io murder, drove off his
camels 1o the number of a hundred. Latcr, falling in with
five families also descended from» Hudhayfa, they attacked
them. A desperate fight followed, which lasted till the
evening ; but at nightfall all the Kaisites lay stretched upon
the battlefield and their enemies believed them dead. Such,
however, was not the case. 'Their wounds, though numerous,
were not mortal, and thanks to the sand, which driven by
a strong west wind soon covered them, lhe bleeding was
stanched and they all escaped death.

Pursuing their journcy throughout the night, the Kclbites
met,nexl morning,another of Hudhay [o's descendantis, named
‘Abdallah. 'This old man was journeying with his family,
and was accompanied by no one capable of hearing arms
except his son Jad: the latier, when he saw the Kelbile
band approaching, seized his spear, mounled his horse, and
rode some distance apart. When the Kclbites had alighted
‘Abdallah asked them who they were. They replied that
they were tithe-colleciors sent by ‘Abd al-Malik.

*Canst thou show me an order in proof of what thou
sayest 2" asked the old man.

¢ Assuredly,” replied Tbn Bahdal, « behold the order:”
and he showed him a document bearing the Khalif’s seal.

“ And what may be the tenour of these words 7”

The document wasread aloud: “<Abd al-Malik, son of
Merwin, to Humaid ibn Bahdal, greeting. The aforesaid
Humaid ibn Bahdal is hereby commanded to levy tithe from
all the Bedawin whom he shall meet with. Whosoever
payeth his tithe, and hath his name inscribed in this
register, will be deemed an obedient and faithful subject;
but whoso refuseth shall be held a rebel to God, to hisi
Prophet, and to the Commander of the Faithful.”

“Itis well: I am ready to obey, and pay the tithe.” |

“ But that is not all. There remaineth somewhat ellﬁ
We require thee to seek out all the members of thy tri
to collect the tithe from each of them, and to appoint a
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place where we may wmeet thee and receive the money at
thy hands.”

 Nay, that may not be! The Beni Fezira are scattered
far and wide over the Desert; I am no longer young, but
am well stricken in years; I cannot fare so far, and I have
with me one only of my sons. But ye who have come
from afar, and are inured to long journeys, will discover my
fellow-tribesmen more readily than I; each day you may
light upon their encampments, for they halt wherever they
find good pasturage.”

“ All this we know well; but it is not to seek good
pasturage that they are scattered abroad over the Desert—
1t is to avoid payment of the tithe. They are rebels!”

“T can swear to you that they are loyal subjects: it is
but to seek for good pasturage——”

“ Enough! Do thou that which we bid thee.”

“Y cannot! Mereis the tithe which is the Khalif’'s due;
take it 1”

“Thy obedicnce is insincere. Thy son yonder, mounted
on his horse, regardeth us disdainfully.”

‘Thou hast naught to fear from my son: take my tithe
and depart ; if ye are, of a truth, tithers.”

% Thy conduct showeth that we were told but too truly
that thou and thy tribesmen fought for Ibn Zubair.”

“Nay, that we did not. We paid him tithe, it is true,
since we Bedawin meddle not with state matters, but pay
the tithe to him who ruleth over the land.”

“Prove the truth of thy words by bidding thy son dis-
mount.”

“ What would ye with my boy? The youth is fearful,
seeing armed horsemen.”

 Bid him dismount ; he hath naught to fear.”

The old man approached his son, and bade him alight
from his horse. ¢ Father,” pleaded the young man, I
read it in their pitiless eyes—they mean to slay me! Give
them what thou wilt, but suffer me to defend myself.”

Returning to the Kelbites, ‘Abdallah said to them:
“ The young man feareth for his life; take my tithe, and
leave us in peace.” .

“ We will accept nothing while thy son remaineth in his
- saddle.”

“ He will not hearken to my words; moreover, of what
avail would this thing be to you?”

“Enough: thou provest thyself a rebel, Slave, my
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writing-gear! Our business here is at an end. We have
but to send word to the Commander of the Faithful that
sAbdallaly, grandson of ‘Oyeina, hath hindered us in the
execution of our mission to the Beni Fezira.”

«* Do not so, I beseech thee, for I am innocent of such
conduct.”

Paying no heed to the old man’s supplications, Ibn
Bahdal wrote a letter and handed it to a horseman, who
immediately rode off in the direction of Damascus.
Thunderstruck at this proceeding, ¢ Abdallah cried : *“ Accuse
me not thus unjustly! I adjure you in Allah’s name not
to write me down a rebel to the Khalif—I am ready to
obey his every command !

¢« Cause thy son to dismount, then.”

« We have been taught to mistrust you: promise, there-
fore, that no evil shall happen to him.”

The Kelbites having promised this in the most solemn
manner, ‘Abdallah cried to his son: “May I be accursed
of Allah if thou alightest not [rom thy horse!”

Jad thereupon obeyed, and throwing away his spear,
advanced slowly towards the Keclbites. “This will be an
ill day for thee, my father!” he said, As the tiger loys
with the victim he holds in his claws, before despatehing it,
so the Kelbiles began by insulting and scoffing at the young
man: then they bound him on a rock, the better to slay
him. In his death agony the poor boy cast upon his father
one last look, in which were mingled sorrow, resignation,
and reproach. .

The Kelbites, savages though they were, felt constrained
to respect the old man’s white hair: not venturing to shed
his blood as they had shed his son’s, they beat iim with
bludgeons, and left him for dead upon the sand. Aftera
while he recovered ; but gnawed by remorse he never ceased
to mutter: “If I were to forget all my calamities, never
would my son’s glance, after I had delivered him to his
murderers, depart from my remembrance.”

Jad’s horse refused to quit the spot where the bloody
deed had been wrought. With its eycs fixed intently on
the ground, the faithful creature, ever and anon pawing the
sand still stained with its master’s blood, awaited death by
starvation,

Other murders succeeded those already committed—
among the victims was Borda, son of Halhala én illustrious
sheik—and the bloodthirsty Kelbites did not return to
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Damascus until the Kaisites, enlightened as to their real
object, eluded their blind fury by seeking the remotest
wilds of the Desert.

All the Kelbites were intoxicated with joy and pride,
and a poet of the Joheina, a tribe which, as well as the
Kelbites, were descended from Kodi‘a, has expressed their
feelings with remarkable vigour and fanatical zeal :

“ Know ye, my brcthren, ye who are the allies of the Beni Kelb—know
ye that Humaid ibn Bahdal the valiant hath brought joy and health to the
Kelbites? Know ye that he hath covered the Beni Kais with' shame and
forced them to abandon their encampments? Terrible must their over-
throw have been that they should thus flee! The victims of Humaid ibn
Bahdal lie unburied on the sands of the Desert; the Kaisites pursued by
their vanquishers cannot stay to bury them. Rejoice therefore, my brethren |
The victories of the Beni Kelb are ours; they and we resemble the two
hands of the same body; and when in the fight the right hand hath been
severed, it is the left hand that wieldeth the sword.” '

There was great joy, moreover, amongst those of the
Omayyad princes whose mothers were Kelbites. As soon
- as tidings of what had happened reached his ears, “Abd al-
¢ Aziz said to his brother Bishr, in the presence of the Khalif :
“ hKno?west thou yet how my maternal uncles have treated
thine?”
"~ % What have they done?” he asked, '
. “The Kelbite horsemen have attacked and destroyed a
‘Kaisite camp.” ,
« Impossible! Thy maternal uncles are too sluggish
and too cowardly to measure swords with mine|” '
Next morning, however, Bishr discovered that his brother
had spoken truly. Halhala, Sa‘id, and another chief of the
Fezira reached Damascus, without cloaks, bare-footed, and
with tattered garments; throwing themselves on their knees
before Bishr, they entreated him to succour them and
espouse’ their cause. He yielded to their request, and ap-
proaching his brother the Khalif, pleaded the cause of his
protégés so eloquently, that <‘Abd al-Malik, notwithstanding
his aversion to the Kaisites, promised to.deduct the pecuniary
compensation due to the Fezéra from the Kelbites pay.
‘But this decision, though in conformity with the law, did
not satisfy the Fezéra, 'They thirsted, not for money but -
for blood.” Upon their refusing the proffered terms of settle-
ment, the Khalif said: “The public exchequer shall pay
you forthiwith half of the sum due to you, and if henceforth
~you remain loyal—which I much- doubt—I will pay you
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the other half.” Nettled by this insulting suspicion—Llhe
more since they could not deny that it was well-founded—
and eager withal for retaliation, the Fezfirites were on the
point of again refusing the offcr, when Zofar took them
aside and advised them to accept the money, and wilh it lo
purchase horses and arms. The suggestion met with their
approval, lliey consented to receive compensation, and after
laying it out on their equipment, they set their {aces towards
the Desert.

On reaching the camp, they summoned a tribal
council. In this assembly Halhala with burning words
sought to excite his tribesmen to wreak vengcance on the
Kei%ites. His sons supported his appeal, but there were
some present who, less blinded by hatred, judged such an
expedition rash and dangerous. “Thine own family,”
urged one who differed with Halbala, *“is too weak at
present to take part in the fray. The Beni Keclb, hyenas
that they are, have slain most of thy fighting wmen and
pillaged all thy wealth, Of a surcty in such circanstances
thou wouldst not accompany us.” *Son of my brolher,”
replied Halhala, <1 will sel oul with the rest, for wy hewrt
is on fire.”— They have slain my son, my Borda whont I
loved so dearly!” he added in a hollow voice; and the
bitter memory throwing him into one of ihosc fits of
fury habitual to him since his son’s death, he began to ulter
loud and piercing cries, resembling rather the bellowing of
a hind deprived of her fawn, than the accents of a human
voice. “Who hath scen Borda?” he cried; * Where
tarrieth he? Bring him to me; he is my son, my well-
beloved, the pride and hope of his lineage!™ Then he
began deliberately to enumerate the names of all who had
perished under the swords of the Kelbites, and after each
name he cried: “ Where is he? Where is he 2 Vengeance !
Vengeance 1”

The whole assembly, even those who 3 little while before
had shown prudence and had opposed the project, suffered
themselves to be won over by the fascination of this wild
and savage eloquence. An expedition against the Beni
Kelb was determined upon, and the Fezdra set out for
Banit-Kain, where there was a Kelbite camp, Towards
morning they fell upon their enemies unawares with shouts
of “ Vengeance for Borda! Vengeance for Jad | Vengeance
for our brethren!” 'The reprisals were as criiel as the
outrages which provoked them. A single Kelbite escaped,
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thanks to his fleetness of foot : all the others were massacred,
and the Fezira carefully examined their bodies, to mock the
aﬁ'onies of any that showed signs of life, and to despatch
them,

Upon receiving tidings of this foray, Bishr took his
revenge. In the Khalif’s presence he said to his brother
‘Abd al-‘Aziz: “ Knowest thou yet how my maternal uncles
have treated thine?” «Can it be,” cried ‘Abd al-*Aziz,
“that they have made a raid after peace hath been con-

.cluded and the Khalif hath indemnified them?” 'The
Khalif, deeply angered at what he heard, but determined to
await more precise information before coming to a decision,
imposed silence on the brothers in a tone which admitted of
no reply. Soon afterwards, a Kelbite, without his cloak,
bare-footed, and with rent garments came in haste to ‘Abd
al-“Aziz, who immediately led him into the Khalif’s
presence and exclaimed: “ Wilt thou suffer, O Commander

_-of the Faithful, those whom thou hast taken under thy pro-
tection to be outraged, thine orders to be set at naught, thy
gold to be stolen and used against thyself, and thy subjects
to be murdered?” The Kelbite then related all that had
happened. Beside himself with rage, the Khalif resolved
on &xtreme measures. Determined to make the Kaisites
feel the whole weight of his displeasure and inveterate
hatred, he instantly sent orders to Hajjaj, then Governor of -
all Arabia, to put every adult Fezirite to the sword.

Although this tribe was allied to his own, Hajjdj did not
hesitate to obey. He was strongly attached to his race, but at
the same time his ambition was insatiable. It was clear that
by his party and himself there was but one attitude to be
assumed, one course to be followed. His sound logical
faculty taught him that opposition would be fruitless, that -
he must endeavour to regain the Khalif’s goodwill, and

that to this end he must bow without scruple or resetvation -

to all his orders—even if he were commanded to destroy the
holiest of sanctuaries or put a kinsmsn to death. .And yet -
his heart was heavy. “When I shall have exterminated‘the

‘Fezéra,” he said, as he plt himself at the head of histroops, -

~ %] shall be dishonoured, and my mname will 'be held in
abhorrence ds that of the most unnatural ‘Kaisite who' ever

. trod the earth,” 'The task before him, moreover, was one

. of great-difficulty.  The Beni Ghatafén, allies of the Fezfra, -

: hagl.;worh.t’o heﬂ) them, and a similar oath had been taken™
by all the Kaisite tribes. The first act of hostility would:. -



104 SPANISH ISLAM L

therefore be the signal for a ferocious civil war, the issue of
which it was impossible to foresee. 1Iajjdj still hesitated when
the arrival of Halhala and Sa‘id relieved his embarrassient,
These iwo chieftains, satisfied with having wreaked their
vengeance at Banit-Kain, and aghast al the thought of the
outbreak of a war which might have for their people Lhe
most fatal consequences, sacrificed themselves, with a noble
devotion, in order to avert the calamity which threatened
their tribesmen. Love for their tribe, in fact, now possessed
their minds as strongly as had, formerly, hatred for the
Kelbites. Placing their hands on that of Hajjaj, they
said to him: *“ Wherefore bearest thou ill-will towards the
Beni Fezira? We two alone are guilty.” Rejoiced at this
unlooked-for solution of his difficuliy, the Governor, having

ut them in arrest, instantly wrote to the Khalif in{forming
Eim that he had not ventured to make war upon the united
Kaisite tribes, and urging him at the same time to rest
content with the surrender of the two chiefs. The Khalif
entirely approved his conduct, and bade him return to
Damascus with his two prisoncrs,

When the Kaisites were led into the great hall where sat
the sovereign surrounded by Kelbites, the guards ordered
them to do obeisance. Ilalhala, howcver, instead of
making salaam, began to recite, in a stentorian voice, some
verses borrowed from a pocm of his own

¢ Salutation to the ¢‘Adf, the Mfzin, the Shayakh,! and above all to Abd
Wahb,? my faithful friend! I can welcome death, now that [ have
quenched my consuming thirst for Kelbite blood. What joy hath been
mine! I have slain all those who encountercd my sword; since they
perished my heart hath been at rest.”

To requite insolence with insolence, the Xhalif in
addressing him purposely mispronounced his name, as if it
had been that of a man too obscure to deserve the honour
of being correctly designated. He called him Halhal, but
the chief instantly corrected him: ¢ Halhala is my name,”
he said. ¢ Halhal, surely,” continued the Khalif. “Nay!
it is Halhala ; my father called me so, and it seemeth to me
that he must have known it better than all else,” < Well,
Halhala—if Halhala it be—thou hast outraged those whom
I, the Commander of the Faithful, took under my pro-
tection, thou hast ignored my orders, and thou hast stolen
my money.” .

! Three sub-tribes of Fezara, 3 One of the Mazin,
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“Y have done none of these things: but I have fulfilled
my vow, gratified my hatred, and glutted my vengeance.”

“ And God hath now delivered thee to the avenging
hand of justice.”

«T am guilty of no crime, O thou son of Zarka]” (The
use of this name was an insult to ¢Abd al-Malik, for it
recalled a grandmother of scandalous memory.) The Khalif
delivered him up to Soair, a Kelbite who laid to his charge
the death of his father, slain at Banéit- Kain.

“Tell me, Halhala,” asked Soair, “ when didst thou last
see my father?” ¢ At Banit-Kain,” was the unconcerned
reply : “and, poor wretch, he was trembling from head to
foot!1” «“By Allah, I will slay thee!” cried Soair.
“Thou? Thou liest! By Allah, thou art too vile and too
cowardly for such a task! 1 know that T am about to die,
but that is because it is the good pleasure of the son of
Zarka,” So saying, he walked to the place of execution
with perfect equanimity and almost insolent gaiety, reciting
ever and anon some snatch of the old Desert poetry, and
having no need of the encouraging words addressed to him
by Prince Bishr, who had desired to be present at his death
and took great pride in his buoyant fortitude, As Soair
raised his sword, Halhala said, «Try to strike me as fair a
blow as that which I dealt thy father!” His comrade
Sa‘dd, whom the Khalif had handed over to another Kelbite,
met his fate with a contempt for life equally profound.

[Avrnorrries: Suyfti, pp. 216-17; Mabarrad, ff. 635-G, 870; Ibn
Kutaiba, pp. 201-2, 272; Ibn Khallikdn (ed. Slane), i, 182;
Fakﬂ]ﬁ, f, 401; Hamdsa, pp. 260-4, 658; Raihdn, £, 204 ; Aghini,
i 27,



CHAPTER IX
KELBITIIS AND KAISITES (continved)

HILE the Syrians pillaged and slew ounc another, the
men of ‘Irdk, a graceless and ungovernable race,
indulged in like violence, and long afterwards the turbulent
nobles of Xtfa and Basra recalled with regret this period of
anarchy—the good old days when, accompanied by a score
or so of clients, they would swagger through the streets,
with heads held high and menacing glances, ever rcady to
draw their scimitars should anolher noble’s mien be judged
a trifle aggressive. If they chanced to strcteh an opponent
or two n the kennel, they well knew that the (Governor
was far too indulgent to punish them. Their Governors,
however, left them not only unpunished but unprotected,
for in their envy and hatred of Muhallab, they allowed
‘Irdk to remain exposed to the incursions of the Khirejites,
who were still formidable, despite their many defeats. It
must be admitted that for their envy there was some cause.
The people of ‘Irik regarded Mulallab as their country’s
greatest general, and also as her saviour. No other name
was as popular as his, and, since he had made his own terms
before conseniing to assume the command, he had amassed
a colossal fortune, which he spent with splendid prodigality.!
He thus threw all the Governors into the shade by his
luxury, his princely wealth, and his boundless liberality, as
well as by his military renown.

“ The Arabs of this cily have no cyes save for that man,”
sadly observed the Omayyad Khalid, the first Governor of
Basra after the Restoration. He accordingly recalled Muhal-
lab from the scene of his exploits, and condemned him to
inaction by giving him the governorship of Ahwiz and con-
ferring the command of the army, thirty thousand strong, on
his own brother ‘Abd al-Aziz. This young man was as vain
as be was inexperienced, and exclaimed with an arrogant
gesture: “The people of Basra imagine that no one but

* It is said that he gave 100,000 silver pieces to the reciter of a poetical
panegyric, and & like sum to its alleged B.'lél‘hOl'.
10
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Muhallab can bring this war to a close: they shall see!”
He expiated his foolish presumption by suffering a terrible
and sanguinary defeat. Despising the prudent advice of his
officers, who tried to dissuade him from pursuing 2 squadron
that feigned flight, he fell into an ambush, lost all his generals,
a vast number of his troops, and even his young and lovely
wife—he himself escaping as by a miracle the swords of a
score of the enemy who followed on his heels,

This disaster was no surprise to Muhallab. Expecting
something of the kind, he had instructed an agent to send
him a journal of all that happened in the army. After the
defeat the agent came to him in person.

"¢« 'What tidings bringest thou ¢’ cried Muhallab, as soon
as be saw him. ‘ ,

“I bring thee news to gladden thine heart: %e hath
suffered defeat, and his army is utterly routed!”

“ What| thou wretch; thinkest thou that I rejoice to
hear that a Kurashite hath been defeated, and that a Moslem
army is routed ?”

“ Whether it giveth thee joy or not mattereth little: it
sufficeth that the news is true.” '

' Resentment against the Governor was bitter throughout
the province: *“See what comes of sending against the
enemy a young man of unproved courage instead of the
‘noble and loyal Muhallab—that hero, who, thanks to his long
experience of war, foresees dangers and knows how to avoid
them.”. Such reproaches Khalid had to endure, as well ‘as
the consciousness of his brother’s disgrace ; but he was not
over-sensitive on points of honour: in revenge he clung to
his post, as well as to his life, but awaited with ever-increas-
ing anxiety the arrival of a messenger from Damascus.-

Craving, as is the wont of weak men, reassurance from a
stronger nature than his own, he sent for Muhallab, * What
thinkest thou ¢Abd al-Malik will do?” asked the Governor. .

“ Depose thee,” replied the General laconically, owing him: -
too bitter a grudge to wish to alleviate his anxiety. .-,

“Must I not look for something still more hiurniliating,
though. I am the Khalif's kinsman ?” - - .-, .- ¢
. “Undoubtedly,” replied Muhailab coldly, * for he will no
sooner learn that thy brother ¢Abd-al-*Aziz has beendefeated
by the Khérejites of Persia, than he will also hearthat thy
brother Omayya hath been routed by those of Bahrain.” _
 The dréad®d messenger arrived: at last, bearing a letter
from the Khalif to Khélid, . In this letter ‘Abd al-Malik .
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bitterly reproached the Governor for his inept and culpable
conduct, announced his dismissal, and ended with these
- words: “Were I to punish thee after thy deserts, thou
wouldst feel my resentment much more heavily ; but I am
mindful of our kinship, and therefore contine myself to de-
priving you of office.”

The Khalif replaced Khalid by his own brother Bishr, then
Governor of Kifa, ordering the latter to give the command
of the army to Muhallab and to reinforce it by eight thousand -
men from K@fa. It wasimpossible, in the circumstances, to
have made a worse choice. An extreme and violent Kaisite,
as we have already seen, Bishr embraced all the Yemenite -
tribes in a common hatred, and detested Muhallab as the -
natural chieftain of that race in ‘Irik. Accordingly when he
received the Khalif’s letter he fell into a rage and swore he -
would have Muhallab’s life. Fis Prime Minister, Misa ibn -
Nusayr—the future conqueror of Spain '—soothed him with
great difficulty and immediately despatched a letter to the
General, urging him to be very circumspect—to mingle with.
the crowd and welcome Bishr when he arrived at Basre, but
not to be present at the audience. Muhallab acted upon
this advice.

Upon reaching the palace at Basra, Bishr gave audience
to the notables of the town, and, remarking Muhallab’s ab-
sence, inquired its cause. He was informed that the General’
had saluted him from among the crowd in the street, but
that he felt too unwell to be able to pay his respects in
person at the palace. Bishr saw in the General’s indisposition
an excellent pretext for not giving him the comamand of the
army, His flatterers did not fal to assure him that, as
Governor, he had a perfect right to nominate his own
general, but not daring to disobey the Khalif’s formal order,
he hit upon the plan of sending ‘Abd al-Malik a deputation
. with a letter informing him that Muhallab was ill, but that

there were plenty of other generals in ‘Irik quite capable of .
taking his place. : ,

- When this deputation arrived at Damascus, ‘Abd al-
- Malik had a private conversation with its head, Tbn Hakim, -

.. “I know,” said he, * that you are-a wholly upright and very

_intelligent man; tell me therefore frankly who, in your

© 1At first o' Zubairite, Mtish had been present at the Battle.of Marj Rahit.’
Proseribed bﬁ Merwén, he had been taken under the protection of ‘Abd al-‘Azlz,
.son of the Khalif. He was thenceforth one of the firmest supporters of the
Qmayyads. Ibn Asakir, Hist, de Damas (M8, in the Bibl: d‘Aatif, Constantinople),
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opinion, is the general that possesses the talent and qualities
necessary for bringing this war to a successful issue?” Ibn
Hakim, though not a Yemenite, replied without hesitation
that it was Muballab. < But he is ill,” said the Khalif,
“It is not his illness,” replied Tbn Hakim with & meaning
smile, *“ which prevents his receiving the command.” <« Ahl
1 understand,” said the Khalif: < Bishr intends to follow
in Khilid’s footsteps ! ™

‘Abd al-Malik accordingly sent the Governor peremptory
orders to entrust Muhallab, and none other, w"51 the com-
mand of the army. Bishr obeyed, but with a bad grace.
Muhallab having sent him a list of soldiers whom he wished
enrolled, the Governor struck out the names of the bravest,
and then summoning Ibn Mikhnaf, general of the Kiifan
auxiliary troops, said to him: “ You know that I esteem
and trust you. If you would retain my friendship, .do what
I now bid you: disobey.every order given you by this bar-
barian from ‘Omin, and contrive that all his plans may mis-
carry.” Tbn Mikhnaf bowed; Bishr thought this signified
assent, but he had mistaken his man. Ibn Mikhnaf was of
the same race, and what was more, of the same tribe, as
Mubhallab, and he had not the least intention of playing the
odious part suggested to him by the Governor: on leaving
the palace he remarked to his friends: ¢ Assuredly the boy
must be crazy to suppose me capable of treachery towards
the illustrious chief of my tribe!” '

The army took the field, and Mubhallab, though deprived
of his best officers and bravest soldiers, had nevertheless
driven back the Khérejites successively from the Euphrates,
from Ahwiz, and from Rim Hormuz*—when his brilliant
series of victories was suddenly interrupted by news that
Bishr was no more. What this blunderer had failed to
accomplish while living was effected by his death. The .
army fell into' terrible confusion. Believing—such was
their selfishness—that the war concerned only the Arabs
.of Basra, the Kafan soldiers under Ibn Mikhnaf mutinied,
and deserting in .a body, set out for home. Most of the
soldiers from Basra followed their example. Never during
the long struggle had such imminent danger threatened. -
‘Irak was a prey.to -utter anarchy: not & seniblance of
‘authority or discipline remained. Bishr’s lieutenant at Kifa. -
threatened the deserters with death if they did not return to
their posts: ‘their only reply was to go to their homes, and

1 About 100'm. N.E, of Basra. -
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there was no question of punishing them., Soon the Khére.
jites overwhelmed the handful of brave men who had re-
mained faithful to Muhallab's standard, burst through all
the former barriers, and poured into ‘Irdk. The unfortunate
wretches who on the occasion of the defeat of ‘Abd al-*Axziz
had fallen into the hands of these fanatics, had been loaded
with chains, thrown into dungeons, and suffered to die of
hunger: who could be sure that the Khirejites had not pre-
ared a similar fate for all the ¢ pagans” of the province?
uch depended on the new Governor., If the Khalif’s choice
was a bad one, as it had been on each previous occasion,-
‘Trik was lost. ‘ ,
sAbd al-Malik appointed Hajjij. The latter, who was
at Medina when he received his nomination, immediately
started for Kifa with only twelve companions (December,
A.D. 694). Upon his arrival he proceeded straight to the
Mosque, where the populace, who had been warned of his
approach, were assembled. He entered girt with a sword,
- and carrying a bow in his hand, his face being half concealed-
by the voluminous folds of his turban. Ascending the -
pulpit, he directed his weak and wandering gaze~-for he was
short-sighted—at the congregation for some time, without .
uttering a word, Taking this prolonged silence for a sign of
timidity, the townsmen grew indignant, and since they were,
if not valiant in deeds, at any rate insolent in speech.
especially when an opgortunity arose of insulting & Governor
~—they had -already begun to say one to another: «“May
Allah confound these Omayyads, who entrust the Govern-
~ ment of our province to imbeciles!’’ and one of the boldest
~ had éven proposed to hurl a stone at his head, when Hajj4j |
“suddenly broke the silence which he had so obstinately main-
- tained. - A daring innovator in oratory, as well as in state~
o eraft, he did not begin with the customary prelude in honour
“of God -and the Prophet. Putting aside the turban which
s'c’reenled his face, he began by reciting this verse of an ancient
_poet: : C .
P k:t‘nI am the rising sun. . I'surmount every obstacle. 'To
* be kniown, it sufficeth that I unveil myself.,” Then he con- -
+.tinued in slow and solemn- accents: *“ Known to me are
.the heads ripe for the harvest.—And the resper? I am the -
‘vedper.—Between turbans and beards that sweep the breast;
T see’blood—blood ! . | SR ' S
- Then with slowly rising animation he went on: «“By .
. *'Suhaym ibn Wathil ; see Nickolson, Lit. Hist. of the Avabi (1907), p. 202,
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Allah, ye men of ‘Irik, I am not one that fleeth at a
threatening Jook. I am not like a camel that gallopeth
away at full speed, terrified by the drumming of an empty
water-skin. Just as a horse’s mouth is scanned to discover
his age and his fitness for work—mine hath been scanned, .
and my wisdom teeth have been seen. The Commander
of the Faithfal hath drawn his arrows from his quiver—he
hath spread them out—he hath examined them one by one,
heedfully, carefully. e hath made proof of them all; he
hath chosen the keenest and the toughest—that arrow is
myself. This is why he hath sent me among you. For a
long time ye have trodden the paths of anarchy and re-
~ bellion; but—hear my oath!—I will treat you as thorn-
bushes which men gather for fuel, and which they faggot
" with cords ere they cut them in bundles—I will buffet you
as the herdsmen bethwack the camels that linger in the
pasturagie when the others wend to the tethering. Mark
this well—what I say, I do; what I design, I accomplish;
once I have traced out the sole of a sandal, I cut the
leather true.’{ '
«The Commander of the Faithful hath ordered me to
ive you your pay and to conduct you to the seat of war,
there to fight under Muhallab. I give you three days for
preparation, and I swear by all that is most holy that when
‘they are at an end, I will behead every man who doth. not
set out. And now, c{foung man, read the Khalif’s letter.”
The youth addressed vead the words: *<Abd al-Malik,
Commander of the Faithful, sendeth greeting to all the
- Musulmans of Ktfa——" ' -
. It was customary for the people to reply to this formula -
with - the. words: ¢ Greeting to the Commander of the
Faithful!”. But on this occasion the assembly maintained -
- & sullen silence. Although they felt instinctively that they
‘had' found their master in this orator whose style was so -
harsh and abrupt, withal so picturesque and vigorous, they
could not yet admit it to themselves. C R
"« Stay!” cried Hajjij to the reader. Then, addressing-
the people once more, “The Commander of the Faithfu
%reet‘eth ‘you,” he exclaimed, *“and -ye make no response?
-By:Allah ! ‘must I give you & lesson in courtesy ? -Begin . -
‘again, young man !’ . - B T LI L
. As he uttered these simple words ‘Hajjij threw into his.
_’gesture, into-his glance, into. the. sound of his voice, an ex- .
pression so threatening and terrible, that when the reader-
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repeated the words ““ sendeth greeting,” the whole assembly
cried with one voice, “ Greeting to the Commander of the
Faithful 1

A like method was adopted, with similar success, at
Basra, Many inhabitants of that town, informed of what
had happened at Kafa, did not even await the arrival of
the new Governor before setting out to join Muhallab’s
force, and that general, agreeably surprised at the unwonted
zeal of the men of ‘Irdk, cried in a transport of joy, ¢ God
be praised! At last there is a man in ‘Irék!”' Woe to
him who dared to show any hesitation, or the slightest hint
of resistance, for human life was of little account in the
eyes of Hajjdj. Two or three persons discovered this to
their cost. _

If, however, Hajjij thought that the game was won, he
was mistaken. ‘Recovering somewhat from their first terror,
the men of ¢Irék blushed at having allowed themselves to
be stunned and intimidated like schoolboys in the presence
of a severe pedagogue, and just as Hajjdj was setting out
'with a division to join Muhallab, a dispute with regard to
pay proved the signal for an outbreak which soon assumed
the aspect of a formidable revolt. The rallying cry was,
“ Away with the Governor!” The rebels swore that they
would force ‘Abd al-Malik to recall him, threatening that
in case of refusal they would depose him themselves. Aban-
doned by all except his relatives, his intimate friends, and
his household servants, Hajjaj saw the rebels pillage his
- tent and carry off his wives: had they not been restrained
‘ g?r fear of the Khalif, he would himself have been slain,
:Yet not for an instant did he lose courage. Indignantly
rejecting the advice of his friends, who wished him to parley
with the rebels, he exclaimed boldly, and as though master

of the situation: ¢ Never! until they have handed over to
" me the ringleaders.” In all probability he would have paid
for his inflexible pertinacity with his life, had not the Kaisites
~ at this critical juncture come over to. his side. They had
" already recognised in him their hope, their support, their
leader; they had grasped the idea that by following the
line of conduct Hajjsj had traced out for them they might
raise themselves from their humiliation and return to power.
" ‘Three Kaisite chiefs—amongst whom the gallant Kotaiba
. ibn. Moslim was conspicuous—rushed to his rescue; one of
Muhallab’s tribesmen, and a Temimite sheik not+n sympathy
- ' Weil, i, 483. o '
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with the rebels, followed their example, and as soon as
Hajj&j saw six thousand men mustered under his standard
he forced the insurgents to join battle. At one moment his
defeat seemed imminent, but he succeeded in rallying his men,
and the rebel leader having been killed by an arrow, he

ained a victory which he rendered complete and decisive
%y‘ his clemency towards the vanquished, who were not
Eursued, but were granted an amnesty. Hajjdj contented

imself with sending the heads of nineteen rebel leaders,
who had fallen in the fight, to Mubhallab, to serve as a
warning to any who might feel mutinous sentiments rising
in their hearts.

The Kaisites, heretofore abettors of every rebellion,
found themselves for the first time on the side of authority,
and having once entered upon this path, they pursued it,
recognising that it was the only way to reinstate themselves
in the Khalif’s favour.

Order having been restored, Hajjij had but one care,
namely to arouse and spur on Muhallab, whom he suspected
of unduly protracting the war in his own interest. The
Governor’s natural impetuosity led him to adopt both wise
and unwise measures. Ile sent the General letter after
letter, bitterly reproaching him with what he termed his
tardiness, his inactivity, his cowardice—even going so far
asto threaten him with death, or at the least with depriva-
tion. Besides this, he sent commissaries, one after another,
to the field. Belonging to the same race as the Governor,
and possessed with a mania for giving advice, especjally
unasked advice, these commissaries sometimes caused dis- -
order in the army, but on the day of battle were conspicuous
by their absence. Nevertheless, the end was gained. Two -
years had not elapsed since Hajjdj had been appointed to
. the government of ‘Irik before the Khirejites laid down

their arms. ‘ o

Nominated viceroy of all the eastern provinces, as. a
reward for his faithful and valuable services, Hajjij had yet
many a revolt to deal with; but he quelled them all;
~ and while he rendered his sovereign’s crown more stable,
. he raised his tribe from the state of deep humiliation into
‘which they had sunk, and endeavoured to reconcile them
te the Khalif. He succeeded without great difficulty.
.Since the Khalif was obliged to rely either on the Kelbites

or on the Kaigites, his choice could not, indeed, be doubtful.
I ! Towards the end of a:p. 696, . . '
. - H
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Monarchs usually have little liking for those who, having
contributed to their elevation, have a just claim on their
gratitude. 'The services rendered by the Kelbites had
mspired them with an arrogance which had become irksome;
they were for ever reminding the Khalif that if it had not
been for them neither he nor his father would have ascended
the throne; they looked upon him as their dependant—
even as their creature and property. The Kaisites, on the
other hand, desiring at all costs to make ‘Abd al-Malik
forget that they had been the foes of his father and himself,
solicited his favour on their knees, and unquestioningly
obeyed his every word and gesture. They thus won him
over and supplanted their rivals.

The discarded Kelbites were loud in their protests. The -
Khalif’s power was too firmly established at this period for
_them to attempt a revolt against it ; but their poets bitterly
reproached him with his Ingratitude, and did not refrain -
from threats. Witness the following verses by Jauwds,
the father of that Sa‘d whose death in Spain as victim of
Kaisite hatred we shall hear of later :

“<Abd al-Malik! Thon hast not requited us, though we fought bravely
for thee, and gained for thee the enjoyment of this workl's pleasnres,
Rememberest thou that which happened at Jabia in the Jawlan? If Ibn
Bahdal had not stood by thee at the assembly there held thou: wouldst
live inglorious, and none of thy family would recite public prayer in theé
Mosque, And yet, now that thou hast obtained the supreme power, and
findest thyself without a rival, thou turnest thy back upon us, and art nat

far from treating us as enemies. Art thou all unmindful that time may
bring about its vrevengesi "’

~ In another poem he reiterates his complaint :

" «The Omayyads have made us stain our spears in the blood of their
foes, and now they deny us any share in their good fortune! Family of -
- Omayya! Legions numberless of doughty warriors, whose battle-cry was'
' not yours, we have fought against with sword and spear; from you have
we warded off the danger which menaced, Perchance God will veward us
for our services, inasmuch as with our arms we' have established the
throne ; but of a surety the family of Omayya will not réward us, Ye are
strangers, who come from Hijiz, from a land that the Desert divideth
. . wholly from ours, and whom ‘Syria knoweth not! Time was when thé
Kaisites marched against you ;. their eyes flashing with hatred, and their
> . staridard flapping in the breeze. . . .” L

\Aﬁofher_Kelbife poet, one of tﬁosg who had formelly :

. M:i Thé bmneh‘ of -the Omﬁyﬁds ‘to which Merwin belong;d I.md"se'tﬂed at
Medina. - S e L : o L
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sung the victory of Rihit, addressed these verses to the
Omayyads:

“Ere ye had attained to sovercignty, we drove from the throne of
Damascus those who had dared to occupy it, and gave it to you. On many
a field we have proved our devotion, and at the Battle of Marj Rahit you
owed the victory wholly to our valour. Repay not our good and loyal
services with ingratitude; formerly you smiled upon us; take heed that
you play not the tyrant towards us. Before Merwin’s time, when care,
like & thick veil, shrouded the eyes of an Omayyad Emir, we tore that veil
away so that he saw the light; when he was on the verge of defeat and
gnashed his teeth, we saved him, so that he cried in his joy, ‘God is
great!” When the Kaisite plays the boaster, remind him of the valour
which he displayed in Dhahhik’s camp to the east of Jaubar!l There no
Kaisite showed himself a man of mettle: all, mounted on their chestnut
steeds,? took refuge in flight ! "

But reproaches, murmurs, threats, availed the Kelbites
nothing. Their ascendancy had passed, and passed for ever.
It was true that the policy of the Court might change—as
in fact later on it did change—it is also true that the Kelbites
had still no unimportant part to play, especially in Africa and
Spain, but they never regained the proud position they held
under Merwén, that of being the paramount tribe among
the Yemenites. That rank was henceforth held by the Beni
Azd ; the family of Muhallab had supplanted that of Ibn
Bahdal. At the same time the tribal conflict, while losin
none of its bitterness, spread over a vaster field: hencefor
Kaisites were everywhere at enmity with Yemenites. ;

In the reign of Walid, who in 705 succeeded his father
‘Abd al-Malik, the power of the Kaisites culminated. ‘LM
son,” said ‘Abd al-Malik upon his deathbed, *ever “'GIX
Hajjij in the most profound respect ; it is to him that thou .
owest the throne, he is thy sword and thy right arm, and
thou hast more need of him than he of thee.” Walid never
forgot this counsel. My father,” he said, “ was accustomed
to declare that Hajj4j was the skin of his brow; but I say
. that he is the skin of my face:_‘\”’ These words ePitomiz'e,'

Walid’s whole reign, which was indeed more fertile than
-any other in conquests and military glory: in it the Kaisite
Kutaiba planted the Moslem standard on the walls of Samar-
cand; Mohammed ibn Késim, cousin of Hajjij, conquered

't Le. at the Battle of Rahit, : = S
? ¢The Prophet has said, “If I were to gather together 4ll the horses of the

Arabs; and malke them race ageinst one another, it is the chestnut that would out- -
-strip the rest.”” 4Abd al-Kader,in E. Daumas, The Horsss of the Sahara (1862), -

. pe136. : .
,p 3 Hist, Khalifutus al-Walidi (ed; Anspach), p. 13,
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India to the foot of the Himalayas; while at the other
extremity of the empire, the Yemenites, after achieving the
conquest of the north of Africa, annexed Spain to the vast
fabric of which the Prophet of Mecca had laid the foundation.
Nevertheless this was a disastrous period for the Yemenites,
and especially for the two most prominent, though not the
most estimable, men of that party, Yazid, son of Muhallab,
and M1is4, son of Nusayr. Unfortunately for himself, Yazid
—head of his house since his father's death—had given
Hajjaj very good grounds for animosity against him. Like
the rest of his family, which was the most open-handed of
all under the Omayyads—just as the Barmicides were, under
the ‘Abbasids—Yazid scattered money wherever he went,
and with a view to being happy himself and making everyone
else happy, squandered his fortune on pleasure, on the arts, -
and on the reckless outpourings of his princely munificence,
It is related that once, when making pilgrimage to Mecca,
he gave a thousand pieces of silver to a barber for shaving
him. Amazed at receiving so large a sum, the barber
exclaimed in his joy: « With this I will ransom my mother
from slavery!” Touched by this instance of filial affection,
Yazid gave him another thousand pieces. *“May 1 put -
away my wife,” cried the barber, «if I shave another man
so long as I live!” Whereupon Yazid gave him yet two
thousand pieces more, Many similar stories are told of him,
which at least tend to show that gold flowed like water
between his spendthrift fingers ; but since no fortune, how-
ever vast, could hold out against prodigality thus pushed
to the verge of insanity, Yazid, to escape ruin, had been
tempted to encroach on the Khalif's treasure. Upon
being condemned by Hajj4j to repay six millions to the
- exchequer, and being unable to find more than half of this
sum, Yazid was thrown into a dungeon and cruelly tortured,
After four years he succeeded in escaping, with two of his
brothers who had shared his captivity, Hajjaj believed
that he had fled to Khorasan, to stir up an insurrection
- -there, and sent messengers to Kutaiba urging him to be on
_ his guard, and to nip in the bud any symptoms of revolt.
.. The fugitives, however, crossing the desert of Seméawa, with
- .a Kelbite guide, sought the protection of Sulaimén—the
Khalif's brother, and head of the Yemenite party—who was
* heir to the throne by virtue of the provisions made by-*Abd
- al-Malik, Sulaiméin swore that so long as he® lived Muhal-
.- lab’s sons would have nothing to fear; he further offered to
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repay to the treasury the three millions which Yazid had
been unable to find, and sought pardon for the latter. This
he obtained with much difficulty, and by a kind of coup de
thédtre, Yazid thenceforth lived in his protector's palace,
awaiting the moment of his party’s return to power. When
asked why he did not purchase a house for himself, he
replied : “ Wherefore ? I shall soon find a permanent lodging :
a governor'’s palace, if Sulaimén becomes Khalif, and a prison
if he doth not.”

The other Yemenite—the future conqueror of Spain—was
not, like Yazid,fof a noble stock. He was a freedman, and he
was only attached to the party then in disgrace, in the sense
that his patron ‘Abd al-*Aziz—brother of the Khalif ‘Abd
al-Malik, and Governor of Egypt—was, as we have seen, a
warm supporter of the Kelbites because his mother belonged
to that tribe. Already, during the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik,
Misi, when collector of taxes at Basra, had been guilty of
malversation. The Khalif, upon being informed of this,
ordered Hajjij to arrest him, Warned in time, Misi escaped
' to Egypt, where he implored his patron’s protection. The
latter not only accorded this, but betook himself to Court to
settle the matter. The Khalif demanded an indemnity of
a hundred thousand pieces of gold : ‘Abd al-Aziz paid him
_'half this sum, and afterwards nominated M(sd to the
Governorship of Africa—an appointment at that timein the
gift of the Governor of Egypt. Even after the conquest of
Spain, Misi, though laden with riches, continued to make
free with the Khalif’s property as impudently as before. It
is true that peculation from the public funds was almost
universal in those days: Msd’s fault consisted in his being
more daring than others, while it was his misfortune not to
belong to the dominant party. Walid had kept a watchful
~eye over the Governor, and after some time summoned him

to Syria to render an account of his administration. Masé
"-evaded the order as long as he could, but at last perforce
obeying it, he quitted S%ain, and on arriving at the Court,
endeavoured to disarm the Khalif’s wrath by splendid gifts.
It was. in vain. The long accumulated hatred of his com-
panions, Térik, Mughith and others, burst forth: they loaded
Misé with 'accusations which were only too readily believed,
and the faithless Governor was ignominiously expelled from -
the audience-chamber, before the council ended. The Khalif .
had determined to put him to death, but some influential

courtiers, whom Msi had won over by aid of his wealth,
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succeeded in saving his life in consideration of his being
mulcted in a very heavy fine. ‘

Not long after this Walid died, leaving the throne to his
brother Sulaimén, The ruin of the Kaisites immediately
followed, and was complete, Hajjij was nomore. ¢ Allah,
grant that I may die before the Commander of the Faithful,
and let me not be subject to a sovereign who will show me
no pity!”* Such had been his prayer, and God had granted
it ; but his clients, his creatures, and those of his friends who
still held office were instantly dismissed and replaced by
Yemenites. Yazid Tbn Abi Moslim, freedman and secretary
of Hajjdj, lost the Governorship of <Irfk and was thrown
into a dungeon-——whence he emerged five years later, on the
accession of the Kaisite Khalif Yazid II, to become Governor
of Africa: in those days such sudden changes of fortune
were not infrequent.

Less fortunate than IThn Abi Moslim, the valiant Xutaiba
was beheaded ; the illustrious conqueror of India, Mohammed |
ibn, Késim, cousin of Hajjaj, expired under torture; while
Yazid, son of Muhallab, who in the preceding reign had
narrowly escaped the same fate, enjoyed unlimited power,
as Sulaimén's favourite. Mish alone failed to profit by the
triumph of the party to which he belonged; for in the
vain hope of conciliating Walid, he had grievously offended .
Sulaimén. Just as Masd reached Syria Walid was so
dangerously ill that his death was daily expected, and his
brother, who hankered after the rich presents which Mfisé
had offered the Khalif, requested the Governor to slacken’
his pace, .so as not to reach Damascus until the Khalif’s death

-had placed Sulaimén himself upon the throne. Misé did not -
yield to this request, and Walid’s sons inherited the splendid
gifts made to their father. Sulaimin consequently owed

- Miisd a grudge, and would not . remit any portion of his fine:-
~ this, as a matter of fact, he could essily pay with the help.

. of his many clients in Spain, and of members of the Beni
» Lakhm-—his wife’s tribe. But Sulaimén did not push his

 revenge further. A multitude oflegends,some more affecting
. than others, have sprung up with regard to Ms#'s fate ; they

. are the invention of romancists of an' epoch when thé position-

of ap@rties in the eighth century had been entirely forgotten,
~‘and when all that was certainly known was that Mis4 enjoyed
~—as an ancient and trustworthy writer? relates—the pro-

" -tection and friendship of Yazid, son of Muhdllab, the all-

L Weili. 568 . . ® Balaghurt, p. 270,
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powerful favourite of Sulaimin. There is not even plausible
ground for accepting the worthless legends referred to;
they rest on no trustworthy authority, and are directly
opposed to the circumstantial narrative of a contemporary
chronicler.t
Sulaimén’s successor, ‘Omar II, presents a singular ex-
ception in the history of the Omayyads. He was not a
partisan, but a venerable hierarch—a saintly man who held
in abhorrence the clamours of discord and hatred, who
thanked God that he had not lived in the days of the
saints of Islam, when ¢Ali, Ayesha, and Mu‘dwiya had
struggled for the victory, and who even forbade that unhappy
strife to be spoken of. Entirely absorbed in the interests
of religion and the propagation of the Faith, he reminds us
of that excellent and venerable pontiff who exclaimed to the
Florentines: *“ Be ye neither Guelphs nor Ghibellines, but
Christians and fellow-citizens!” But ‘Omar II was as far
from realizing his generous dreams as was Gregory X.
~ Yazid II, who succeeded him, and who had married a niece
of Hajjaj, was a Kaisite, Then Hishdm ascended the
throne, He at first favoured the Yemenites, and having
-replaced by men of that party® many governors nominated
by his predecessor, he allowed those who succeed