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Preface

The topics of this book are organized into 5 units, The units
are in a developmental order. In the first unit of the book, there
is an introduction to salat. In unit two, the Arabic pronunciation
of salat is presented. In unit three, salat is translated from Arabic
into English. In the fourth unit, the layout of the five daily salats
is given and in unit five, there are some pictures for showing the
motions of salat. Al the end of the book and before its
bibliography, we can see an alphabetized list of terms relating to
salat. The order of the terms in this list is on the basis of word
roots in Arabic.

Anyhow, 1 have lried to provide an ideal resource of salat
learning and teaching.

I would like to sincerely thank and acknowledge my parents

who have encouraged me to write this baok,

Amir khorooshi
Auvguse 15th 2004
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SOUND OF SALAT 1

An Introduction to Salat

The formal ritual prayer in Islam which has a fixed and
prescribed form is called salat.

Ablution (minor ablution, major ablution and/or dry ablution)
is the prerequisite of salat.

There are five obligatory daily salats as follows.

I. Morning salat that is performed [rom dawn until sunrise (a
little before sanrise).

2. Noon salat that is performed shortly atter midday until
sunset (a little before sunset).

3. Afternoon salat whose time is like the time ol noon salat is
performed after il.

4. Evening salat that is performed after sunset until the middle
of the night (a little before the middle of the night).

5. Night salat whose time is like the time of cvening salat is
pertormed after it.
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1f each of the five daily salats is missed in its time, it can be
made up later.

As soon as the time of morning salat, noon salat and evening
salat arrives, a call to salat is chanted in a loud voice. This

recommended call which is for announcing salat is as follows.

God is the greatest. 1l Al
God is the greatest. st i
God is the greatest. 5 -JJI
Guod is the greatest. gl i:liif

I bear witness that there is no god except God.
LAy of dgki
I bear witness that there is no god except God.
Al J i Takas O 3640
I bear witness that Muhammad' is the messenger of God.
Aid s Tgea Hlagdi
I bear witness that Muhammad is the messenger of God.
A o B
1 bear witness that Ali? is the friend of God.

A s T A

1. His Holiness Muhammad {May the blessing and peace of God be upon him and
hig progeny) is the last of the prophets.
2, [lis Holiness All (Peace be upon him) is the fies Tmam of the Shilles.
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I bear witness that Ali is the friend of God.

Come 1o salat. aylall e e
Come to salat. T
Come to salvation. .Cﬂll PR
Come to salvation, e TR
Come to the best deed. ol = e e
Come to the best deed. JEIE s e
God is the greatest. ' e I:.;JT
God is the greatest, ; J.jsfifli
There is no god except God, alll "i_l,i]li':;'
There is no god except God, bl E'fLijlr't}

A few moments after call to salat, there s a call to the
beginning of salat. This recommended call which is for

announcing the beginning of salat is as [ollows,

God is the greatest. 5T
God is the preatest. il a0
ANy of 3

I bear witness that there is no god except God,
DAY of 1331
I bear witness that there is no pod except God.
AT M e e
I'bear witness that Muhammad is the messenger of God,
A JpasTanas Sidesi
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I bear witness that Muhammad is the messenger of God.
A o s BT AgE
I bear witness that Ali is the friend of God.
TP AR}
car witness that Ali is the friend of God.

Lome to salat. . slall ..s"“ I
Come to s=lat. L3l |.51'E' -
Come to salvation. ,{._'3{5_11 P
Come to salvation. _L'_':Jl.;?_i] P
Come (o the best deed. ol e e s
Come to the best deed. J:""l‘l:v-* [Brrs
The salat has started. ,;;.,LG A £
The salat has started. askall wab g
God is the pgreatest. s f iﬁf
God s the greatest. oS | iIET
There is no god except God. ‘JM‘jld:_jll\J

All salats are performed facing the Kaaba in Mecca. This
place is the direction of salat for all the Moslems.

The five daily salats can be performed individually as well as

collectively,
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The Arabic Pronunciation of Salat

We know that Arabic is one of the Hamito-Semitic languages.

In this unit, I show the symbols used in the phonetic script of

Arabic. These symbols and some phonetic values of them are

given as follows.

The consonants of Arabic

Consonant Phonetic feature Example
["] | & voiceless glotial stop [Tassu] n‘,.illll
[b] | & wvoiced bilabial stop [albaslg] sl
[t] | & voiceless dental non-emphatic stop [Tattabl®] & =
[0] | a voiceless interdental fricative [?aggamIn] ..\l
[1] | = voiced palatal affricate [?aljabr] )
[B] | & voiceless pharyngeal fricative [talhdflo]  Jeslsl
[x)/[x] | & voiceless velar Ericative | a voiceless [PalxUruf] =5 42

wular fricative
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[d]
[3]
[r]
2]
[s]
[5]
5]
[4]
[t]
6]
[%]
[¥1/18]

If]
[a]
[k]
[
[m]
[n]
[w]
[h]
[v)/ii]

4 voiced dental non-emphatic stop

a voiced interdental non-emphalic Fricative
a voiced alveolar trill

a voiced alveolar fricative

a voiceless alveolar non-emphatic fricative
a voiceless palatal fricative

a voiceless alveolar l:!l'.n[.'ltla.li.q:1 fricative
@ voiced dental emphatic stop

2 voiceless dental emphalic stop

a voiced inlerdental emphatic fricative
i voiced pharyngeal fricative

a voiced velar fricative / a voiced wvular
[ticative

a8 voiceless labio-dental Fricative

a voiceless uvular stop

a8 voiceless velar stop

a voiced alveolar lateral

a vojeed  bilabial nasal

A voiced  alveolar nasal

a voiced labjo-velar semi-vowel

a voiccless glottal fricative

& voleed palatal semi-vowel

[addixdl]  jo 11
[7aB8IbE]
[?arrabl ) d'._‘,!'r
[Pezz&rlf] ¢ ,13)
[7assahib] wilswZ)
Pasare] ¢ 2
[Passabih] - L.2)
[?addahlk] <--L2J|
[Pattabib] L
[7abBarf] o _,E-J!
[Pal%jll]  Jo L
[Palyayb] 3
[?alfath] |
[Palqasld] oLl
[7alkitab] g
[Palllbas] .l
[Palmlgal]  Jwu)
[Pannajm] i
[Palwajd] a3l
[?alhadaf] w33
[alyasdr] Ll

1, In linguistics, "emphatic" is cplained as an effect of pharyngealization.
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The vowels (monophthongs) of Arabic

Monophihong Phonetic featurc Example
[a] a short open central [?al?amr] |
(1} a short close front unrounded [?alkItib] bl
[U] | @ short close back rounded [sUbhan] Ol
[d] a long open central [Tal®ilamin] l-_,.:..J'Ldl
[u] a long close back rounded [Passu?| A
[i] a long close front unrounded [al?imin] Ol

The vowels (diphthongs) of Arabic

Diphthong | Phonetic feature | Example
[aU] | open -» close , central — back [PabaUf] i)
(There is only slight lip-rounding.)

According to the Arabic phones mentioned abave, the broad
phonetic script of salat is given as follows, but first of all T had
better state some important points with respect to this phonetic
transcription.

1. In the phonetic notation of salal, we can see the marks like
parentheses, slur and quiver. Il we want to have an exact
pronunciation, we should pay attention to the following points
about the above- mentioned marks.

(1) The mark ( ) called parentheses shows the sounds which we

can avoid pronouncing because of a pause or dwelling on a
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syllable; in fact, our pause makes the omission of the sounds

which are in parentheses.
e.g. [7allahU 7akbar(U)] - [?allahU ?akbar]
(2) The mark -.__.Whiﬂh is called slur shows a liaison or binding
together of syllables into the time of one.
e.g [Tarrahminl ?arrahim(I)] - [?arrahminIrrahim]
(3) The mark "'—?I;ich is called quiver or circumflex shows a
drawing out of one syllable to make it almost three.
e.g. ["addillin(a)]
2. The external sandhi or the phonological alternation which
functions across word boundaries is footnoted,
eg. [la ?addillin(a)] - [laddillin]

A ld
3. The internal sandhi or the phonological alternation functioning
within words is footnoted when this alternation comes together
with another phonological process.
e.g. [hasanatan] -» [hasanat] - [hasanah]

Now, I present the phonetic transcription of salat.

Y g3l o3l bl
jJ.,uLs*u:wL,,.ulr,_ﬂL.rr...JJl oY Sodladl 5 ) 22T
,._pHJ_p i‘__,,.xJ|L1J_,PE..ai_:J1Li_,_ﬂj1Lma‘ 25 &0

\ragt.awj‘ﬁ;l;f_,ﬁa.m
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biIsmlI ?allahl ?arrahmanl ?arrah:m{l} 1

et e

PalhamdU  lIllahf  rabbl '?uli'ilamm(a] 2 Tarrahmani
‘?arra‘hunﬂ] 3 mallkl yaUmI ‘?'ad::hn(l) 4 "yyika nathUdU wa
"waka nastafin(U) 5 "Ihdlﬂa Passlrita “’almUstaq;m{a} ﬁ&IrJta

‘?aﬂai;ma ?an%amta ?alayhim yayrl "almagduhl Salayhlm wa IL

7addallin(a)® 7
—

o

b
= e B Al
e TR AP BRI TR T
blsinl "allihl *arrahmanl ’arrahlm(l)
haad —
qul hUwa “allahU ?ahad(Un) 1 'i'nllnhU “’dmumade} 2 lam
yalld wa lam :-,ruiad 3 wa lam yakUn lahu kaUwan 7ahad(Un) 4

o
adau 3 pedaall A5 Sl
sUbhdna rabbiya 7al%atiiml wa blhamdIh(i).
Y
s
1545 e o B
sUbhiina rabbiya ?al?a®ls wa blhamdlh(i).

(S
L]

1. ["Ihdind ?assirita) -» [*IhdInassirsta]
2. [18 7addhilin(a)] -» [laddillin]
3, [lam yaklTn lshu] = [laoy yakillabhu)
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Asiali
2allihl] Takbar(U).
N
LiF i R L. -
535857 0% 5 4l o
bIhaUll 7allih(l) wa qUwwatlhi ?aqumU wa Taq YUd(U).
[
L]
S lds s 5 s ,J,.m‘_g:,a:::. Wi g
rabbani ?5tIni A 'r'adﬂUn}ra hasanatan® wa fi 7al?axiratl
4 Sl L
hasanatan” wa qInd ®afiaba ?annér(T).
[N

ST, Ay 1Y 5 il i Bl

o200, Ay 5 s i decs

i 20, 4l '1:.1'1‘:!313,1:;.?1’3 iy
sUbing "allah([) wa "alhamdy Llsh(1) wa I3 izha 7115

'?aIlah(U] wa '?allahU "'akimr{ll:l
sUbhina '?alla.h[I] wa 7alhamdU 1[lah(I) wa 13 ?Ilaha ?Tlia
e P s
Yallah(U) wa ?allahU ?akbar(U).
= [
sUbhana 7allih(1) wa ?alhamdU [Illah(I) wa & "1laha 71115
et N [
"allih(U) wa 7allihU ?akbar(U).
P = tomai

L. [0 "addUnyi] -» [ddUnya]
2. [hasanatan] -» [hasanni] s [hasapah)
3. [6 Emml} =+ [(1l¥axiratl)

4. [husanatan] - [hasanst] — [hasanah]
S, ["0I& "al8h(U)] — [*Tllalih(LT)]
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e
Aot atass Eiii_,aJd;s:Jw“ﬂ ,J,.J 05 B0y 3 .a.....t
..11 Lasd e J..a r.gi”
7ahadU %an la' ?[lzha 911 'uuah(U} wahdahu 13 Sarika
lah(u) wa 7afhadU ?anna mUham.I-u_a:lan ¢abdUhu wa rasulUh(u).
7allahUmma salll %ald mUhammad(In) wa il mUhammad(1n).
ﬁﬁii}
:_kﬁl_g'l.:.._r,r 15 g s raL.J| -:u"_,;_,:um "'_’,j:iJng.-ICﬁLﬁ S Vel
ukff_,*ﬂlm_,_,ri}li?}#_]l Le=dlall
TassalaimU alayka '?'ayg.rUhE '?ann.ihqryU3 wa rahmatU Tallahl
wa barakatUh({u). 7assalamU s'aluyua wa %ald CTbadl ‘?dllahl
‘lalﬂallhm(u]. PassalimU falaykUm wa rahma[uﬁl‘ w.:-_
barakatUh(u).

1, [an 1] =» ["alid)
S [?HIELEEEJI{LI)] =» [MlalEh{L}]
i ['?iwllhi:ljnkhin| = [YayyUhunmabiyyLT]



12 SOUND OF SALAT

The Translation of Salat

In this unit, salat is translated from Arabic into English.
Moreover, some Islamic terms of salat which are necessary to

understand the fourth unit are given by the author.

\ E"""f'" ,:-,L,.jjl JJI,;..._J
FESSUE ol p 45 S o3 a2 2 il 5 .s.uJL....m
gl _..ws,_ﬁﬁ LLH; 5 r**-q—" Bi, 20 Laala G o |
' Y Iy 5 i O ak)

In the name of God f

the Merciful, the Compassionate 1
Praise belongs to God, the Lord of the Worlds 2 The

Merciful, the Compassionate 3 Master of the Retribution Day 4
We serve only You and we call only You for help 5 Guide us to

the right path 6 The path of those whom You have bestowed
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favours not of those against whom You are wrathful nor of those

who go astray 7

The name of this surah is "the Opening” whose representation

iz called recitation.

Gtk

o= a3l J-f.!'i{..-.u
¥ J;TTﬁﬂg,h;";,rL;;j;lglﬂr AT TR e Tl
[n the name of God
the Merciful, the Compassionate
Say: * He is God, the One 1 God is Free from want 2 He has
not begotten and He has not been begotten3 And there is none

equal to Him 4 '

The name of this surah is "the Unity” whose representation is
called recitation.
e
ey § pelal 5 Bl
Glory be to my Lord, the Majestic and prai;e to Him,

L. There are 114 surahs in the Koran.
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This representation in genuflection is called invocation.
wnn
adaig 5 oW o5 Dl
Glory be to my Lord, the Exalted and praise to Him.

This representation in prostration is called invocation.
ik
v (|
God is the greatest.

This recommended expression after the inyocation in
genuflection when we are on the point of standing or in a
standing posture and also after the invocation in the first
prostration and in the second one when we are on the verge of
sitting or in a silting posture is called takbir.

Takbir is called takbir of consecration when it is stated before
recitation of "the Opening' at the beginning of salat. Takbir of
consecration is obligatory.

Bl
P T
2l 3 e il
With God's might and His strength I stand and sit.

This recommended expression between sitting and standing
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before we start the next rak'ah is called houkalah.
Hedfi s
SO 5 s T s dies sl it
Our Lord, grant us pood in this world and good in the

hereafter and save us from the chastisement of the firal

This recommended prayer is called prayer of supplication.

iR
e 3 R doy . -
AT ALY 3 S5 adll Sl
POy S _*.'- 1 ;-'...-"' b o
.J.ss:m Yldlﬁ'jnﬂ,m,!ija.m;ﬂ-._ﬁ.

45147, mwmm «ui:;.nym Olecd
Glory be to God and praise belongs to God and there is no
god except God and God is the greatest.
Glory be to God and praise belongs to God and there is no
god except God and God is the greatest.
Glory be to God and praise belongs to God and there is no
god except God and God is the greatest.

These cxpressions are called the four glovifications.
At

- I f!‘?"—-f'_.al’a- e FEr 1 L :.,_,-‘:;
-dﬁjJ:l,n|-Limu1J+JlJi}h§;‘_,J‘ﬁ'aJﬁJm| LY Of agal
13

L. (TI, 201)
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I affirm that there is no god but God, He is alone, there is no
partner with Him and [ affirm that Muhammad is His servant and
His messenger. O God, bless Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad.

This part of salat is called affirnation of faith.
Fa e
2 o 5 ke P 55l 2255 o 0 e ol
B dllinds 3 &e N gLl
Peace be upon you, o Prophet and the mercy of God and His
blessings'. Peace be upon us and upon the good servants of God.

Peace be upon you® and the mercy of God and His blessings”.

This part of salat is called greeting of peace.

1. Steipplng in and the mercy of God and His blessings < > scfand the mercy of
God and His blessings be upon you"

Z. plural form

3, Stripping in and the merey of God and His blessings < > : s¢'and the mercy of
God and His blessings be upon you"
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The Layout of Salat

In this unit, the layout of the five daily salats is given as

follows,

Morning Salat
(standing)
- intention?
- takbir of consecration
The first - recitation of "the Opening” and " the Unity"
rak'ah (zenuflection)

i

invocation in genuflection
- takbir on the point of standing?

(standing-prostration)

invocation in the 1st prostration

L. 1 perform two rak'ahs of worning salal [or an approach Lo God,
L In all the rak'ahs of the five dally salats we can have "wkbir in a standing

posture instead of "akbic on the point of standing”,
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- takbir on the point of sitting
{sitting-prostration)

- invocation in the 2nd prestration
- takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting)
- houkalah between sitting and standing

(standing)
The second - recitation of "the Opening" and "the Unity"
rak'ah - prayer of supplication
(genuflection)
- invocation in genuflection
- takbir on the point ol standing
(standing-prostration)
- invocation in the Ist prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting-prostration)

- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting)
- affirmation of faith

- greeting of peace

1. In all the rak'shs of the five daily salats we can have "lakbir in o sitting
posture” instead of "lakbir on the point of sitting".
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Noon Salat
(standing)
- intention’
- takbir of consecration
The first - recitation of "the Opening” and "the Unity"
rak'ah (genuflection)
- invocation in genuflection
- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)
- invacation in the 1st prostration
- lakbir on the point of sitting
(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir an the point of sitting
(sitting)
- houkalah between sitting and standing
(standing)
The second - recitation of "the Opening" and "the Unity”
rak*ah - prayer of supplication
(genuflection)
- invocation in genuflection

- takbir on the point of standing

L1 perform four rakahs of noon salat for =g approach to God,
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(standing-prostration)

invocation in the 1st prostration

takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting-prostration)

- invocation in the 2nd prostration

- takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting)

affirmation of faith

- houkalah between sitting and standing

(standing)
The third - the four glorifications
rak‘ah (genuflection)

- invocation in genullection

- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)

- invocation in the 1st prostration

- takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)
- houkalah between sitting and standing
(standing)
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The [ourth
rak‘ah {genuflection)

the four glorifications

invocation in genuflection

takbir on the point of standing

(standing-prostration)

invocation in the 1st prostration

takhir on the point of sitting

(sitting-prostration)

invocation in the 2nd prostration

- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)

- affirmation of faith

- greeting of peace

Afternoon Salat
(standing)
- intention!
- takbir of mnser,ra.tiﬂn
The first - recitation of "the Opening" and “the Unity"
rak'ah {genuflection)
- Invocation in genuflection

- takbir on the point of standing

L. I perform four rakahs of afternoon sakal for an spproach to God,
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{standing-prostration)
- invocation in the 1st prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
{sitting)

- houkalah between sitting and standing

(standing)
The second - recitation of "the Opening” and "the Unity"
rak'ah - prayer of supplication
(genuflection)

- invocation in genullection

- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)

- invocation in the Ist prostration

- takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)
- affirmation of faith

- houkalah between sitting and standing
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(standing)
The third - the four glorifications
rak'ah (genutlection)

- invocation in genuflection
- takhir on the point of standing
{standing-prostration)
- invocation in the 1st prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
{sitting)
- houkalah between sitting and standing
(standing)
The fourth - the four glorifications
rak'ah (genuflection)
- invoeation in genuflection
- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)
- invocation in the 1st prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting-prostration)

- invocation in the Znd prosiration
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- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)
- affirmation of faifh

- greeting ot peace

Evening Salat
(standing)
- intention’
- takbir of consecration
The first - recitation of "the Opening” and "the Unity"

rak‘ah (genuflection)

invocation in genuflection

takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)

- Invocation in the Ist prostration

- lakbir on the point of sitting

(sitting-prostration)

invocation in the 2nd prostration

]

takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting)

i

houkalah between sitting and standing

(standing)

1. | perform three eak'shs of evening salal [or an approach to God,
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The second - recitation of "the Opening" and "the Unity"
raksah - prayer of supplication
(genuflection)

- invocation in genuflection

- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)

- invocation in the 1st prostration

- takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)
- affirmation of faith
- houkalah between sitting and standing
(standing)
The third - the four glorifications
rak'ah (genuflection)

- invocation in genuflection

- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)

- invocation in the 1st prostration

- takbir an the point of sitting

(sitting-prostration)
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- invocation in the Znd prostration

- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)

affirmation of [aith

greeting of peace

Night Salat
(standing)

intention!

takbir of consecration

The first

rak'ah (genuflection)

recitation of "the Opening" and "the Unity"

- mvacation in genuflection

- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)

- invocation in the 1st prostration

- takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting-prostration)

mvocation in the 2nd prostration

takbir on the point of sitting

(sitting)
- houkalah between sitting and standing

1. I perform four rak'ahs of night saiat for an approach 1o God,
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(standing)
The second - recitation of "the Opening" and "the Unity"
rak'ah - prayer of supplication
{genuflection)
- invocation in genullection
- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)
- invocation in the 1st prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting-prostration)
- iInvocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)
- affirmation of faith
- houkalah between sitting and standing
(standing)
The third - the four glorifications
rakah (genuflection)
- invocation in genuflection
- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)
- invacation in the Ist prostration

- takbir on the paint of sitting
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(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)
- houkalah between sitting and standing
(standing)
The fourth - the four glorifications
rak‘ah (genutlection)
- invocation in genuflection
- takbir on the point of standing
(standing-prostration)
- invocation in the 1st prostration
- takbir on the point of sitling
(sitting-prostration)
- invocation in the 2nd prostration
- takbir on the point of sitting
(sitting)
- alfirmation of faith

- greeting of peace
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The Postures and Gestures of Salat

We know that we have the following postures and gestures in
the five daily salats.
1, Standing
2. Standing for takbir of consecration
3. Standing for prayer of supplication
4. Genuflection
5. Prostration
6. Sitting
Now, T present the colour photographs of the above-mentioned

motions hereunder.
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Standing
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Standing for takbir of consecration



32

SOUND OF SALAT

Standing for prayer of supplication
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Genuflection
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Prostration
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SiLling
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Glossary
(Arabic - English)

call to salat

VErSe

recommended
houkalah [halqalah]
invocation

unit / rak'ah frak‘a
genuflection / genuflexion
the four glorifications
prostration

greeting of peace
chapter / surah / sura
affirmation of faith
salat / salah

morning salat

noon salat

e
@3'3
AN Ela 3

ayka /
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night salat

atternoon salat
evening salat

major ablution

the Opening

direction of salat

recitation

the Karan / the Quran / the Qoran

missed

sitting

prayer of supplication

call to the beginning of salat

standing
takbir

takbir of consecration

intention
obligatory
the Unity

minor ablution

dry ablution
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