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s preparations for this book were begin-
ning, Palestine was experiencing the first
months of the al-Aqsa Intifada. From the

very first day of this new Intifada, the Israeli adminis-
tration responded forcefully to Palestinian street
demonstrations. In the meantime, however, the
clashes in the region have become even more intense.
In response to the suicide bombings carried out by
some radical Palestinian groups, Israel has stepped
up the pressure on the Occupied Territories. Israeli
operations carried out on land, sea, and air, have been
aimed primarily at Palestinian civilians. The al-Aqsa
Intifada's most violent days may have been erupting
just as the year 2002 began. 

In this latest operation, which the authorities de-
scribe as the largest in the Occupied Territories in the
last 20 years, the Israeli army sent approximately
20,000 troops. With this deployment, considered the
harbinger of a great massacre, the Israeli army began
to capture Palestinian-occupied areas one at a time.
This operation was actually foreshadowed months
earlier. As we discussed in the earlier section "Ariel
Sharon Prepares for War," foreign media sources had
been expecting such an occupation. Stories leaked

H a r u n  Y a h y a

( A d n a n  O k t a r )
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from the Israeli government also indicated that Israel was preparing
for a great war. 

Once the occupation began, scenes reminiscent of Israel's 1982 in-
vasion of Lebanon began to appear. The same things happened in every
captured refugee camp and neighborhood. First, the distant sounds of
tanks and weapons-fire were heard, and then the generators supplying
electricity were hit, plunging the area into darkness and cutting it off
from the outside world. Before long, F-16s arrived to support the tanks.
All of this was just the first step of a much broader siege. 

The scenes were those of an outright war zone. Israeli tanks en-
tered such Palestinian-administered cities as Gaza, Ramallah, Nablus,
and Tulkarem, destroying everything in their path; F-16s rained down
bombs upon the people living in the refugee camps. PLO leader Yasser
Arafat could not leave his official residence – in other words, he was
placed under house arrest. During just one day of such attacks, 40 peo-
ple were martyred. The Israeli army shot at hospitals, ambulances,
and schools, including a school for the blind established by the UN.
Foreign journalists at the scene reported that those wounded during
these raids could not be taken to the hospital because Israeli tanks sur-
rounded the hospitals and pre-
vented any ambulances from
coming in or out. In addition to
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this, thousands of people were taken into custody without a valid rea-

son, and dozens of them were sent to prison. In quite a few refugee

camps, all males between the ages of 14 and 60 were taken away for

questioning. Some of them, after being held for 2 days with their

hands tied and eyes blindfolded, were later arrested. In the Dheisheh

camp, for example, 600 men were forced into custody; 70 of them were

arrested without any formal charges. Images of these blindfolded

civilians awaiting interrogation that made it into the press showed just

one of the arbitrary practices implemented by the Israeli army. 

The press reported quite a few other ruthless practices during

Israel's occupation: Israeli soldiers' posing for a photograph while

stepping on the body of a Palestinian they had just martyred, beating

and killing a Palestinian man in the middle of the street despite his

surrender, Israeli tanks smashing and destroying ambulances parked

by the side of the road, and Palestinians being blown up with rockets.

Moreover, the accompanying terror often was directed at children, a

usual target. Israel's policy of violence toward children was rightly at-

tacked not only by Palestinians, but by the whole world, including

Israeli citizens. The famous Israeli author Gideon Levy, a staunch

critic of Israel's policies in the Occupied Territories, criticized it
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The entire
world reacted
strongly when
these Israeli sol-
diers posed for
this photo-
graph, which
shows them
stepping on the
body of a
Palestine man
they had just
martyred. 

sharply and asked the Israeli public:

Did anyone order the soldiers to shoot at these children's heads, or did

the soldiers act on their own initiative? Does it make any difference? Can

such incidents still be called anomalous? Or has this become the norm –

shooting to kill at stone-throwers, be they children or adults? And this

is another thing that we don't consider a war crime? And does anyone in

the IDF care that its soldiers are behaving this way?122

Adam Shapiro, an American human rights supporter who lives

in Ramallah, describes his thoughts about Israeli soldiers serving in

the Occupied Territories:

Occupation is based on dehumanization. That is how soldiers are able to

do what they do – they are taught and encouraged not to see the

Palestinians as humans. I do not believe that Israeli soldiers are inher-

ently evil, but I do believe that when they are serving … they leave their

own humanity behind… When Israel finally understands that the occu-

pation is the root cause of the conflict here, and acts accordingly to re-

move it and allow the Palestinians to live in freedom, the words we need

to use to explain and understand our world will once again have mean-

ing. Until then, "human" will remain a word with meaning but without

application…123
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Israeli soldiers pull a Palestinian man out of his vehicle and frisk him. The unarmed man is then
handcuffed, laid on the ground, stripped, and then brutally executed. A Palestinian can be mar-
tyred by Israeli soldiers in the middle of the street, even though he has surrendered.

In its most recent operation against Palestine, Israel
sent 20,000 soldiers to the region. Tanks surrounded
Palestinian cities and crushed everything that
crossed their paths. 
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AKfiAM-Turkish Daily, 22.1.02

STAR-Turkish Daily, 28.2.02

SABAH-Turkish Daily, 5.12.01

TULKAREM UNDER OCCUPA-

ISRAEL INITIATES WORST
ATTACK

ISRAEL HITS A BUILDING 30 METERS FROM ARAFAT
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HÜRR‹YET-Turkish Daily, 13.3.02

YEN‹ fiAFAK-Turkish Daily, 29.3.02

TÜRK‹YE-Turkish Daily, 5.3.02

With its most recent
operation, Israel has
reoccupied virtually
all Palestinian terri-
tory. This occupation
has witnessed sev-
eral large massacres,
and hundreds of in-
nocent people lost
their lives in the
brief span of 10
days. 

NAZI TREATMENT
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat accuses the
Israelis of "behaving like Nazıs" by stamping
numbers on the arms of Palestinian detainees. 

FEAR OF MASSACRE IN
RAMALLAH
Israel is preparing for a wide-
scale occupation of Ramallah,
the political center of the
Palestinian administration. 

PALESTINIAN CAMPS RAZED
TO THE GROUND
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RAD‹KAL-Turkish Daily, 21.2.02

ORTADO⁄U-Turkish Daily, 5.3.02

CUMHUR‹YET-Turkish Daily, 11.3.02

SHARON GETS TOUGH
Israel has responded to Palestinian militants' attacks at military checkpoints with at-
tacks by land, sea and air. Sharon is forced into a corner as 15 Palestinians die.

WARCRIES FROM ISRAEL
Attacking civilian refugee camps, Israel is determined to turn Palestine into a slaughter-
house. As the Israeli minister of justice said, "They will beg for a ceasefire," the mayor of
Jerusalem called the people to war.

SHARON DECLARES WAR
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In the American publication The Palestine Chronicle, Jennifer Loewenstein discusses the hor-
ror occurring in Ramallah in her article: "Pogrom in Ramallah: Isn't Israeli 'Democracy'
Wonderful?" The piece explains that some bodies had as many as 16 bullet holes, that most
were found lying face down on the floor, and that their weapons were confiscated.
Moreover, Israeli soldiers continued to target children, including a 10-year-old boy who was
shot and killed as he played near the Rafah border because "he was playing too close to the
border."

Peter Beaumont, Palestine
correspondent for The
Observer, reported from
Ramallah: "I saw the bod-
ies, killed by a shot to the
head" (above). What all
the Palestinians killed by
Israeli soldiers had in com-
mon was close-range bul-
let wounds to the head,
and the correspondent
from The Observer em-
phasized this point. 

On the tenth day of the
occupation, the Israeli
army announced that it
had killed 200
Palestinians. This report
in The Independent de-
scribes how 30 people
lost their lives in a sin-
gle camp within a span
of 48 hours, and how
the camp was strafed
by Israeli helicopter
gunships.
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Israel's policy of violence gave rise to even more violence. Some

radical Palestinian groups accelerated their suicide bombings aimed at

Israeli civilians. When confronted with this development, Ariel

Sharon and the Israeli government decided not to follow a measured

and composed policy, but considered it necessary to increase further

the level of oppression and violence. In a press statement, Sharon said:

"We must cause them losses, casualties, so that they understand they

will gain nothing... We must hit them, and hit them again and again,

until they understand." What about the holding out the prospect of a po-

litical solution, the prime minister was asked. Now, he replied, was not

the time for political prospects, only for military prospects.124 Likud

Party member Meir Sheetrit, in a statement to Parliament, said that he

supported the violence practiced by the Israeli army in the Occupied

Territories, insisting that he would support any military action "de-

signed to get the Palestinians to scream for a cease-fire."125 This tech-

nique accomplished nothing, though, but pushing events into a vicious

cycle of violence. As we discussed before, the events in Palestine prove

once again that these problems can never be solved by violence. 

According to figures released by the UN, during the course of

this Israeli operation, 1,620 houses sustained heavy damage, as well as

14 public buildings, including some schools. In Jenin, of the 2,500

buildings that house the 14,000 Palestinians there, 550 were damaged.

Six were only slightly damaged, 541 were damaged in varying

amounts, and three were completely destroyed. In Balata, of 3,700

buildings that house 20,000 people, 670 sustained damage. Of these, 10

were completely destroyed and 14 heavily damaged. In Nur Al

Shams, 100 of the 1,500 homes in which 8,000 people live were dam-

aged, three of them being destroyed. In Tulkarem, 300 of the 2,900

buildings that house the 16,000 people were damaged; nine of these

were completely destroyed and 30 heavily damaged. The total finan-

cial losses were about 3.5 million dollars.126

This period, which saw Israel sharply criticized by the UN and

the European Union, ended with the necessary first step of the United



States sending a negotiator to intervene in the crisis. Israel tanks began

withdrawing from the Palestinian territories, leaving behind a devas-

tated area, and the two sides entered security negotiations. 

During this brief withdrawal, one significant attempt made to en-

sure peace came in the form of a peace plan published by Saudi Prince

Abdullah in The New York Times. According to this plan, in exchange

for Israel's retreating to its pre-1967 borders (in accordance with UN
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The famous
Israeli newspaper
Ha'aretz criticized
the Israeli gov-
ernment's vio-
lence in this piece
entitled "More
force brings more
resistance."

The Economist states
that events in the
Middle East have
turned from clashes
into an outright war.
It addresses this sub-
ject in the piece
"From Intifada to
War."

The Israeli operation
was reported by the

Washington Post
under the headline
"Mideast Fighting

Intensifies; both Sides
Vow More."
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resolutions), Arab na-
tions would normalize
relations with Israel.
This proposal was re-
ceived positively by
most Palestinians.
However, radicalism
on both sides blocked
its implementation. 

And so with-
drawing the tanks
only bought the Israeli
army more time.
Within a couple of
days, a new and more
comprehensive occu-
pation began. This
time, the targets were
the West Bank and es-

pecially Ramallah, the site of Arafat's headquarters. The resulting op-
eration placed Arafat's headquarters under siege, almost confining
him to a single room, while causing great harm to the Palestinian civil-
ian population. The Israeli military did not stop at merely occupying
Ramallah, but seized all of the West Bank's cities one by one.
Electricity was cut off, and the ensuing blackouts disrupted the water
supply. The areas were placed under strict curfew, and the people
began to face starvation as their food supplies dwindled. While sick
and elderly people and children tried to continue their lives under
these brutal conditions, virtually all males between the ages of 14 and
50 were taken captive by Israeli soldiers. As soldiers took over build-
ings belonging to the Palestinian security forces, even those security
officers who surrendered readily were shot in the head and martyred.
In order to cut off the Palestinians from the rest of the world, Israel

Saudi Arabian Prince Abdullah.
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quickly declared the occupied areas a "closed zone" so that the world

would not hear about the cruelty being inflicted upon the Palestinians. 

Despite these efforts, television stations around the world trans-

mitted images of the horror prevailing in Palestine. Among the his-

tory-making moments were images of Palestinians shot point-blank in

the head, bound and blindfolded captives being dragged off to the un-

known, a world leader addressing the world by candlelight, dark and

deserted Palestinian streets, hospitals that had incurred the wrath of

Israeli soldiers, nuns and monks shot by Israeli tanks, and NGO mem-

bers trying to form a "human shield" for the innocent Palestinian peo-

ple. When the morgues at Ramallah's hospitals were full, they started

to put two bodies into units intended for one. Then news came of mass

graves being created for those who had been murdered. Places such as

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )

HÜRR‹YET-Turkish Daily, 30.3.02

CUMHUR‹YET-Turkish Daily, 30.3.02

ARAFAT CONFINED TO HIS ROOM

ARAFAT: THEY WILL KILL ME
With his headquarters surrounded
and under fire from Israel, the
Palestinian leader says he is ready
to be martyred.
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Tulkarem, Bethlehem, and Qalqilya had become sites of bloodbaths in

the full sense of the word. In Bethlehem, believed to be the town where

Jesus was born, many Palestinians desperately sought shelter in

churches, but to no avail. This was no obstacle for the Israel army, as

news reports soon appeared of shots being fired at churches and even

members of the Christian clergy being killed. 

A further indication of this inhumane occupation's ruthlessness is

how journalists and members of NGOs active in the area were treated.

While the Israeli government forcibly removed some of the journalists

trying to report on these events, others remained virtual hostages in-

Sometimes the only way for Palestine men to save themselves is to surrender – al-
though they generally have committed no crime. But even this does not always
work. The picture above shows Palestinians who were martyred with shots to the
head in spite of their surrender. 
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side, and some of those who remained behind even lost their lives.

An even stricter policy was followed with the NGO workers: Some

were arrested for "violating" Israeli law, while others were attacked

with tear gas. Aid organizations were not allowed to do anything.

In just one example, UN officials who tried to bring food and medi-

cine inside were not only denied access, but were attacked with tear

gas. 

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )

RAD‹KAL-Turkish Daily, 2.4.02

RAD‹KAL-Turkish Daily, 2.4.02

ISRAEL PERPETRATES
MASSACRE
Up to 30 Palestinian secu-
rity officials trying to sur-
render were martyred.

THE RAMALLAH DEATH CAMP
As Israel broadens its operation to other cities of the West Bank, re-
ports are coming out of Ramallah of massacres and mass detentions.
There is evidence that many Palestinian police officers have been mas-
sacred.
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SABAH-Turkish Daily, 5.4.02

STAR-Turkish Daily, 5.4.02

One incident that drew the world's criticism during the Israeli army's most recent occupation was
its targeting of Christian holy places. Israel maintained that Palestinian terrorists had occupied
the churches and taken the clergy hostage. Yet information obtained at the scene, including
communications with clergy located at these churches, shows that this assertion is not true. A
BBC report entitled "Bethlehem Siege Sparks Church Fury" reported this information. According
to the report, Roman Catholic Church spokesman Father David Jaeger, an Israeli citizen, harshly
criticized the Israeli attack and asserted that "Israel had broken its international obligations."
Father Jaeger says that there is proof that churches and other holy sites were targeted by Israeli
bullets. Father Amjad Sabbara of the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, meanwhile, says that
the people seeking refuge there were unarmed and consisted mostly of women, children, and el-
derly people trying to escape from Israeli tanks. A news item on the web site Islamonline re-
ported that some Palestinians were seriously wounded by the shots fired on the church, but
could not be treated because Israeli forces would not allow ambulances into the area. 

CHURCH IN
CROSSFIRE

MOSQUES AND CHURCHES
IGNORED
Israeli troops have gone mad.
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Israel's blatant violations of human
rights during the most recent occu-
pation, its humiliation of an entire
community, and its cruel and ruth-

less practices have drawn criticism from many countries and groups, including international
organizations such as the UN and the European Union. 
Beyond the official condemnations made by many governments, protests were organized in
various countries involving thousands, even tens of thousands, of participants to condemn
the Israeli operation. One circle condemning the operation was a group of French Jewish in-
tellectuals, who published a column in the April 7, 2002, issue of Le Monde titled "Israel's
Support Is Not In Our Names." They further urged Israel to comply with UN resolutions and
withdraw from the Occupied Territories, and argued that the current Israeli policy has
dragged the Middle East into disaster. Another anti-Israel demonstration was staged in
Australia, where 10,000 people condemned Israel's violent policies in Palestine. 

ZAMAN-Turkish Daily, 7.4.02

THE WORLD MAKES ITS REAC-
TION TO THE ISRAELI OCCUPA-
TION OF PALESTINE CLEAR WITH
HUGE MEETINGS.



The images above were taken from a program aired on Israeli television. Despite the gov-
ernment's censoring of all broadcasts from the Occupied Territories, this station managed
to slip this broadcast of an Israeli operation through the blackout. First Israeli soldiers ring
the doorbell of this Palestinian home to conduct a search. Before the woman can get the
door open, the soldiers blow the door open with explosives, seriously injuring her. Then
the soldiers enter the house, refusing the man's pleas for an ambulance to come for his
wife. Their young daughter watches tearfully as her mother dies in the house. The soldiers
trash the house, even knocking out several walls…

304
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At this moment, the massacres and violence continue unabated.
In order for the bloodshed to stop, to ensure that no more lives are lost
and that both sides have a bright and peaceful future, Israel must end
this occupation at once and enter bilateral negotiations. But as we in-
dicated earlier, the only way for peace to be established, for security to
prevail, and for animosity to subside is for a substantial change in the
collective mindset to occur. This change can occur if the parties in-
volved adopt a moderate, compassionate, and compromising attitude
– that is, if they follow the moral values that Allah decrees in the
Qur'an.

A Massacre Occurred in Jenin

As news reports from the region confirm, Israel's Operation

During the most recent Israeli attack, schools established by the UN for Palestinian
children were heavily damaged. The al-Nour Center for the Rehabilitation of the Blind,
founded and run by the UN and the only school for blind children in Gaza, was
bombed on March 5, 2002. The news report above quotes eyewitnesses to the inci-
dent. An announcement by the Palestinian Ministry of Education states that 435 chil-
dren were shot dead between September 2000 and March 2002, 150 of them
school-age children, and that 2,404 children were wounded. 

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )

ATTACKING THE REHABILITATION CENTER OF THE BLIND
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Defensive Shield, con-
ducted in the name of de-
feating terror, resulted in
another massacre of
Palestinian civilians. The
operation was waged not
for defensive purposes,
as indicated by the name,
but for destructive ones.
The entire operation was
characterized by brutality
throughout Ramallah,
Nablus, and Bethlehem,
for Israeli soldiers tar-
geted civilians rather
than armed parties, and
martyred women and
children who were not com-
batants. An Israeli soldier in-
volved in the operation told the BBC:

Take this for an example. There is a village where we have intelligence

that someone is planning a terrorist attack. We surround the village and

move in, but there is a 17-year-old shepherd in a field on the edge of the

village.… Do I arrest him, blindfold him, tie his hands? Do I tell him to

get inside quick? ...We are trained to fight armies and soldiers, and yet

we have to deal with people in this situation... The most terrible thing

is to go into houses and see that they are just regular families. The

children with their wide frightened eyes, I find very difficult. We all

have kids at home.127

The violent events that began during the final days of March 2002
went down in history as the culmination of a brutal siege and mas-
sacre. What the Western media referred to as "The Second Massacre of

The civilian population was targeted by the
Israeli army once again in Jenin. 
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Sabra and Shatilla" was the raid organized against the Jenin refugee

camp. This refugee camp had been set up for Palestinians driven off

their land in 1948. During this latest operation, Israeli forces besieged

this camp, home to about 15,000 people, just as it had the other

Palestinian cities and camps. But what happened next was unique in

one important regard: Jenin was not simply surrounded – it suffered

one of the most comprehensive massacres of recent years. 

Once the camp was surrounded by Israeli tanks, it was bom-

barded continuously by rockets fired from helicopter gunships.

Bulldozers razed houses and tanks fired at anything that moved,

while nearly all of the men were rounded up and taken away. Those

who had not been struck by rockets were trapped under the wreckage

of their homes, and those who were still alive beneath the rubble were

martyred by Israeli soldiers. Israel's refusal to allow ambulances into

the camp, in direct violation of UN decrees, drove the death toll even

higher. Subsequent news reports from the area showed that many

women and children had bled to death, often screaming in pain, be-

cause ambulances and doctors had not been permitted inside. 

Even after Israel announced that the siege had ended, it still re-

fused to allow journalists, doctors, and officials from human rights or-

ganizations into the camp. Israel announced that casualty figures

would be collected by the Israeli army and that the bodies would be

buried in a mass grave on the Jordanian border. This was clear evi-

dence that Israel wanted to conceal this latest massacre from the

world. In fact, Foreign Minister Shimon Peres admitted that the Israeli

army had committed a massacre while speaking to the Israeli Knesset:

When the world sees the pictures of what we have done there, it will

do us immense damage. However many wanted men we kill in the

refugee camp, and however much of the terror infrastructure we expose

and destroy there, there is still no justification for causing such great

destruction.128

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )
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ZAMAN-Turkish Daily, 9.4.02

TÜRK‹YE-Turkish Daily,10.4.02

RAD‹KAL-Turkish Daily, 13.4.02

RAD‹KAL-Turkish Daily, 13.4.02

ISRAEL IS PREPARING TO
TEAR DOWN THE JENIN
REFUGEE CAMP

A D M I S S I O N
OF MASSACRE
Israeli Foreign
Minister Peres:
"Yes, we carried
out a massacre
at Jenin"

ISRAEL DIGS MASS GRAVES

THE JENIN MASSACRE IS BURIED
Saying that "there appear to be hundreds of dead in Janin," Israel has announced that
the bodies of "terrorists" will be buried separately from ordinary "civilians." According
to the Palestinians and aid organisations, the aim is to cover up the massacre.
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After a while, the world began to hear about the scale of the mas-

sacre from Palestinians who managed to send word from inside the

camp and from those few journalists who made it into the camp and

managed to escape with some images. Despite Israel's attempts to de-

stroy all the evidence, Palestinians succeeded in reporting on what

happened by copying hand-written notes about their experiences. In

the early days of the siege, The Times newspaper reported on events in

Jenin in an article dated April 9, 2002, entitled "Children Scream for

Water":

Hamid's last image of Jenin Refugee Camp was a city of the dead. The

14-year old student, who surrendered to Israeli forces on Saturday night

after witnessing 30 hours of bombardment, shakes slightly as he de-

scribes the apocalyptic scene. Piles of corpses were moved aside by

bulldozers. Houses lay in smoldering ruins. Children screamed for

water; some were forced to drink sewage. 

Hamid is wearing new trousers, bought by sympathetic Palestinians, be-

cause he was stripped to his underpants by Israeli soldiers after he had

surrendered to them… Three people were killed by rockets inside the

house where he was taking refuge. 

"But the most terrible thing was seeing Israeli soldiers take eight men

and line them up and kill them," he said, describing in detail the proce-

dure and the injuries the men sustained. After that, Hamid, his twin

Ahmed and his older brother Khadir made a white flag and waved it

from a window. They had no other way out.

The brothers were stripped, handcuffed tightly behind their backs and

blindfolded. They were then taken with a group of about 100 Palestinian

men to Salem Military Barracks inside Israel, where they say they were

beaten and offered money to act as Israeli spies. After 48 hours of inter-

rogation ... the men were taken to a village nearby without shoes and

told to walk back to the West Bank... Ahmed was kicked badly in his

back and kidneys and lies on a mattress writhing in pain. Khadir has a

black eye and some bruises, but the brothers will live. 

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )



P a l e s t i n e

310

Others, however, were not so lucky. Inside the mosque some of the men

who surrendered on Saturday talk of being used as human shields by

the soldiers… Khalid Mustafa Mohammed … lies on a bloody mat-

tress face down, and his back is wrapped in bandages. 

Khalid has two broken ribs and has internal bleeding and lies semi-co-

matose, muttering in pain. The only health care worker in town, an ex-

hausted dentist, Dr Farouk al Ahmed … "We fear there will be a

massacre," Dr Farouk said. One witness noted that "the women and chil-

dren were being separated from the men, and being taken away to a

nearby forest." 

The real fear is not for the refugees who have escaped, but [for] those left

behind. The memories of Sabra and Shatila refugee camps being lev-

eled are still not so distant.129

Jenin Mayor Walid Abu Muweis, for that matter, said that words

could not describe what he had seen and experienced: "The things that

I witnessed with my own eyes can't even be put into words. How can

a human being commit such brutality? I don't understand it." Muweis,

who says that what occurred in Jenin was much much more horrifying

than what occurred 54 years ago in Deir Yassin, explained what he

saw in a piece appearing in the magazine Palestine Monitor: 

I saw children's bodies protruding from the rubble. I saw decomposing

bodies of people in their 60s and 70s lying in the streets. This is only in

the small area of the camp we were permitted to enter… This colossal

crime will remain a stigma of shame on the civilized world which re-

mained silent as hundreds of defenseless men, women and children

were being mercilessly slaughtered by the most barbaric army in the

world.130

As Abu Muweis noted, the events in Jenin will constitute a

shameful page in human history. The horrible scenes that appeared

later in the press testify to this. For example, the first massacre scenes

from Jenin were described as follows in The New York Times:

Residents of the camp said many civilians were killed. Two bodies were

seen here today … both charred beyond recognition. One was male…



311

The witnesses quoted
in the report in the
daily The Independent
headed "Israel buries
the bodies, but cannot
hide the evidence" de-
scribed how the roads
were full of bodies, in-
cluding those of chil-
dren, that bodies had
been buried under-
neath houses demol-
ished by Israeli
bulldozers, and that
others had been
loaded onto lorries
and taken away.

A New York Times
report containing
statements from
people who had ex-
perienced the sav-
agery at Jenin
described how one
Palestinian woman
had lost her father,
son and husband,
and quoted her sob-
bing, "There are
many bodies, many
bodies, under the
stones, under the
sand!"

In a news report enti-
tled "Israeli Army

Accused of Atrocities"
The Los Angeles Times

reports that it is im-
possible to give the

exact number, but
that hundreds of inno-

cent civilians are pre-
sumed dead. The

report characterizes
the Jenin massacre as
one of the worst acts

of brutality on
Palestinian soil since

1967.
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Part of a sneaker remained on the right foot. The left foot and hand were

cinders. A woman dressed in black wailed over the body, as flies buzzed

in air rotten with the stench of untended death… The other body, a few

doors away, was buried beneath a crushed wall. Only the blackened,

featureless face was visible. A child's cleated sneaker … lay nearby. In

both cases, no weapons were seen…131

Justin Higgler of The Independent newspaper excoriates the

world's turning a blind eye to this overt massacre in his article "The

Camp That Became a Slaughterhouse": 

For nine days, Jenin camp became a slaughterhouse. Fifteen thousand

Palestinians lived in a square kilometre in the camp, a packed warren of

narrow lanes. Thousands of terrified civilians, women and children,

cowered inside their homes while the Israeli helicopters rained down

rockets on them and tanks fired shells into the camp.

The wounded were left to die. The Israeli army refused to allow ambu-

lances in to treat them, which is a war crime under the Geneva

Conventions. The Red Cross has publicly said people have died because

Israel blocked the ambulances… The Israeli authorities may be able to

hide the evidence, but they cannot silence the stories that have been

pouring out of those who managed to escape the carnage in the camp…

Munir Washashi bled to death over several hours after a helicopter

round came through the wall of his home. When an ambulance came for

him, Israeli soldiers shot at it. Munir's mother, Maryam, ran into the

street screaming for help for her son and was shot in the head by Israeli

soldiers.132

These reports were obtained despite Israel's attempts to prohibit

all communication with Jenin. After the siege is lifted, the world en-

countered more evidence of atrocities. The only way to make sure that

no more tragedies such as Jenin will occur in the future, and to stop the

tears and pain on both sides, is to end the violence completely. Indeed,

for this to be possible, certain Palestinian groups will have to abandon

their practice of targeting innocent Israeli citizens. This is, after all, a

violation of Islamic ethics. But Israel also must abandon its goal of de-

stroying the Palestinians and fulfill all of its UN obligations. 
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Israeli soldiers prevented journalists from entering Jenin to hide the massacre,
but these photographs are enough to show the scope of this historic massacre.



314



315

H a r u n  Y a h y a

( A d n a n  O k t a r )

arwinism, in other words the theory of
evolution, was put forward with the
aim of denying the fact of Creation, but

is in truth nothing but failed, unscientific nonsense.
This theory, which claims that life emerged by
chance from inanimate matter, was invalidated by
the scientific evidence of miraculous order in the
universe and in living things, as well as by the dis-
covery of about 300 million fossils revealing that
evolution never happened. In this way, science
confirmed the fact that Allah created the universe
and the living things in it. The propaganda carried
out today in order to keep the theory of evolution
alive is based solely on the distortion of the scientif-
ic facts, biased interpretation, and lies and false-
hoods disguised as science.

Yet this propaganda cannot conceal the truth.
The fact that the theory of evolution is the greatest
deception in the history of science has been ex-
pressed more and more in the scientific world over
the last 20-30 years. Research carried out after the
1980s in particular has revealed that the claims of
Darwinism are totally unfounded, something that
has been stated by a large number of scientists. In
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the United States in particular,
many scientists from such differ-
ent fields as biology, biochem-
istry and paleontology recog-
nize the invalidity of
Darwinism and employ the
fact of Creation to account
for the origin of life. 

We have examined
the collapse of the theory
of evolution and the proofs
of Creation in great scien-
tific detail in many of our
works, and are still continu-
ing to do so. Given the enor-
mous importance of this subject,
it will be of great benefit to summa-
rize it here.

The Scientif ic  Col lapse of Darwinism

As a pagan doctrine going back as far as ancient Greece, the the-
ory of evolution was advanced extensively in the nineteenth century.
The most important development that made it the top topic of the
world of science was Charles Darwin's The Origin of Species, pub-
lished in 1859. In this book, he opposed, in his own eyes, the fact that
Allah created different living species on Earth separately, for he erro-
neously claimed that all living beings had a common ancestor and had
diversified over time through small changes. Darwin's theory was
not based on any concrete scientific finding; as he also accepted, it
was just an "assumption." Moreover, as Darwin confessed in the long
chapter of his book titled "Difficulties on Theory," the theory failed
in the face of many critical questions. 

Char les Dar win
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Darwin invested all of his hopes in new scientific discoveries,
which he expected to solve these difficulties. However, contrary to his
expectations, scientific findings expanded the dimensions of these dif-
ficulties. The defeat of Darwinism in the face of science can be re-
viewed under three basic topics:

1) The theory cannot explain how life originated on Earth. 
2) No scientific finding shows that the "evolutionary mecha-

nisms" proposed by the theory have any evolutionary power at all. 
3) The fossil record proves the exact opposite of what the theory

suggests.
In this section, we will examine these three basic points in gener-

al outlines:

The First  Insurmountable Step:

The Origin of  Life

The theory of evolution posits that all living species evolved
from a single living cell that emerged on the primitive Earth 3.8 billion
years ago. How a single cell could generate millions of complex living
species and, if such an evolution really occurred, why traces of it can-
not be observed in the fossil record are some of the questions that the
theory cannot answer. However, first and foremost, we need to ask:
How did this "first cell" originate?

Since the theory of evolution ignorantly denies Creation, it
maintains that the "first cell" originated as a product of blind coin-
cidences within the laws of nature, without any plan or arrange-
ment. According to the theory, inanimate matter must have produced
a living cell as a result of coincidences. Such a claim, however, is in-
consistent with the most unassailable rules of biology. 

"Life Comes From Life"

In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The prim-
itive understanding of science in his time rested on the assumption

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )
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that living beings had a very simple structure. Since medieval times,
spontaneous generation, which asserts that non-living materials came
together to form living organisms, had been widely accepted. It was
commonly believed that insects came into being from food leftovers,
and mice from wheat. Interesting experiments were conducted to
prove this theory. Some wheat was placed on a dirty piece of cloth,
and it was believed that mice would originate from it after a while. 

Similarly, maggots developing in rotting meat was assumed to
be evidence of spontaneous generation. However, it was later under-
stood that worms did not appear on meat spontaneously, but were
carried there by flies in the form of larvae, invisible to the naked
eye. 

Even when Darwin wrote The Origin of Species, the belief that
bacteria could come into existence from non-living matter was wide-
ly accepted in the world of science. 

However, five years after the publication of Darwin's book,
Louis Pasteur announced his results after long

studies and experiments, that disproved
spontaneous generation, a cornerstone of

Darwin's theory. In his triumphal lec-
ture at the Sorbonne in 1864, Pasteur
said: "Never will the doctrine of
spontaneous generation recover
from the mortal blow struck by this
simple experiment."133

For a long time, advocates of the
theory of evolution resisted these
findings. However, as the develop-

ment of science unraveled the complex
structure of the cell of a living being, the

idea that life could come into being coin-
cidentally faced an even greater impasse. 

The French biolo-
gist Louis Pasteur
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Inconclusive Efforts of  the Twentieth Century

The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of life
in the twentieth century was the renowned Russian biologist
Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced in the 1930s, he
tried to prove that a living cell could originate by coincidence. These
studies, however, were doomed to failure, and Oparin had to make
the following confession: 

Unfortunately, however, the problem of the origin of the cell is
perhaps the most obscure point in the whole study of the evolution of
organisms.134

Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out experiments to
solve this problem. The best known experiment was carried out by the
American chemist Stanley Miller in 1953. Combining the gases he al-
leged to have existed in the primordial Earth's atmosphere in an ex-
periment set-up, and adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthe-
sized several organic molecules (amino acids) present in the structure
of proteins. 

Barely a few years had passed before it was re-
vealed that this experiment, which was then
presented as an important step in the
name of evolution, was invalid, for the
atmosphere used in the experiment
was very different from the real Earth
conditions.135

After a long silence, Miller con-
fessed that the atmosphere medium
he used was unrealistic.136

All the evolutionists' efforts
throughout the twentieth century to
explain the origin of life ended in fail-
ure. The geochemist Jeffrey Bada, from the
San Diego Scripps Institute accepts this fact in

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )

The Russian biologist
Alexander Oparin
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an article published in Earth magazine in 1998:

Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the biggest unsolved

problem that we had when we entered the twentieth century: How did life

originate on Earth?137

The Complex Structure of Life 

The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in

such a great impasse regarding the origin of life is that even those liv-

ing organisms deemed to be the simplest have outstandingly complex

structures. The cell of a living thing is more complex than all of our

man-made technological products. Today, even in the most devel-

oped laboratories of the world, a living cell cannot be produced by

bringing organic chemicals together.

The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too great

One of the evolutionists' greatest misconceptions is their idea that life could have come
about of itself in the environment known as the primitive earth, shown in the represen-
tation above. They attempted to prove these claims with studies such as the Miller ex-
periment. Yet again, however, they were defeated by the scientific evidence, since re-
sults obtained in the 1970s demonstrated that the amosphere on the primitive erath was
totally unsuited to the emergence of life.
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in quantity to be explained away by coincidences. The probability of

proteins, the building blocks of a cell, being synthesized coinciden-

tally, is 1 in 10950 for an average protein made up of 500 amino acids.

In mathematics, a probability smaller than 1 over 1050 is considered

to be impossible in practical terms.

The DNA molecule, which is located in the nucleus of a cell and

which stores genetic information, is a magnificent databank. If the in-

formation coded in DNA were written down, it would make a giant

library consisting of an estimated 900 volumes of encyclopedias con-

sisting of 500 pages each.

A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: DNA can repli-

cate itself only with the help of some specialized proteins (enzymes).

However, the synthesis of these enzymes can be realized only by the

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )

Another fact which invalidates the theory of evolution is the incredibly complex
structure in life. The DNA molecule in the nucleus of living cells is one example of
this. DNA is a kind of information bank consisting of various strings of four separate
molecules. All the physical features of a living thing are encoded in this information
bank. It is calculated that if written down on paper human DNA would fill a 900-page
encyclopaedia. This extraordinary information of course definitively eliminates the
concept of chance.
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information coded in DNA. As they both depend on each other, they

have to exist at the same time for replication. This brings the scenario

that life originated by itself to a deadlock. Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evo-

lutionist of repute from the University of San Diego, California, con-

fesses this fact in the September 1994 issue of the Scientific American

magazine:

It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids, both of

which are structurally complex, arose spontaneously in the same

place at the same time. Yet it also seems impossible to have one with-

out the other. And so, at first glance, one might have to conclude that life

could never, in fact, have originated by chemical means.138

No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated sponta-

neously as a result of blind coincidences, then it has to be accepted

that life was "created." This fact explicitly invalidates the theory of

evolution, whose main purpose is to deny Creation. 

Imaginary Mechanism of Evolution 

The second important point that negates Darwin's theory is that

both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolutionary mecha-

nisms" were understood to have, in reality, no evolutionary power. 

Darwin based his evolution allegation entirely on the mechanism

of "natural selection." The importance he placed on this mechanism

was evident in the name of his book: The Origin of Species, By Means

of Natural Selection…

Natural selection holds that those living things that are stronger

and more suited to the natural conditions of their habitats will survive

in the struggle for life. For example, in a deer herd under the threat of

attack by wild animals, those that can run faster will survive.

Therefore, the deer herd will be comprised of faster and stronger in-

dividuals. However, unquestionably, this mechanism will not cause

deer to evolve and transform themselves into another living species,

for instance, horses. 
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Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no evolu-
tionary power. Darwin was also aware of this fact and had to state
this in his book The Origin of Species:

Natural selection can do nothing until favourable individual differences

or variations occur.139

Lamarck's Impact

So, how could these "favorable variations" occur? Darwin tried to
answer this question from the standpoint of the primitive under-
standing of science at that time. According to the French biologist
Chevalier de Lamarck (1744-1829), who lived before Darwin, living
creatures passed on the traits they acquired during their lifetime to the
next generation. He asserted that these traits, which accumulated
from one generation to another, caused new species to be formed. For
instance, he claimed that giraffes evolved from antelopes; as they
struggled to eat the leaves of high trees, their necks were extended
from generation to generation. 

Darwin also gave similar examples. In his book The Origin of
Species, for instance, he said that some bears going
into water to find food transformed themselves in-
to whales over time.140

However, the laws of inheritance discovered
by Gregor Mendel (1822-84) and verified by the sci-
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Lamarck believed that giraffes evolved from such animals as
antelopes. In his view, the necks of these grass-eating animals
gradually grew longer, and they eventually turned into gi-
raffes. The laws of inheritance discovered by Mendel in 1865
proved that it was impossible for properties acquired during
life to be handed on to subsequent generations. Lamarck's gi-
raffe fairy tale was thus consigned to the wastebin of history.



P a l e s t i n e

324

ence of genetics, which flourished in the twentieth century, utterly de-
molished the legend that acquired traits were passed on to subsequent
generations. Thus, natural selection fell out of favor as an evolution-
ary mechanism. 

Neo-Darwinism and Mutations

In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the "Modern
Synthetic Theory," or as it is more commonly known, Neo-
Darwinism, at the end of the 1930s. Neo-Darwinism added mutations,
which are distortions formed in the genes of living beings due to such
external factors as radiation or replication errors, as the "cause of fa-
vorable variations" in addition to natural mutation. 

Today, the model that Darwinists espouse, despite their own
awareness of its scientific invalidity, is neo-Darwinism. The theory
maintains that millions of living beings formed as a result of a process
whereby numerous complex organs of these organisms (e.g., ears,
eyes, lungs, and wings) underwent "mutations," that is, genetic disor-
ders. Yet, there is an outright scientific fact that totally undermines
this theory: Mutations do not cause living beings to develop; on the

contrary, they are always
harmful. 

The reason for this is very
simple: DNA has a very com-
plex structure, and random

Chance mutations are inevitably
harmful to human beings and other
living things. The picture to the side
shows a lamb born with five legs af-
ter being subjected to mutation.
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effects can only harm it. The American geneticist B. G. Ranganathan

explains this as follows:

First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature. Secondly, most muta-

tions are harmful since they are random, rather than orderly changes in

the structure of genes; any random change in a highly ordered system will

be for the worse, not for the better. For example, if an earthquake were

to shake a highly ordered structure such as a building, there would

be a random change in the framework of the building which, in all

probability, would not be an improvement.141

Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which is useful, that is,

which is observed to develop the genetic code, has been observed so

far. All mutations have proved to be harmful. It was understood that

mutation, which is presented as an "evolutionary mechanism," is ac-

tually a genetic occurrence that harms living things, and leaves them

disabled. (The most common effect of mutation on human beings is

cancer.) Of course, a destructive mechanism cannot be an "evolution-

ary mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand, "can do noth-

ing by itself," as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows us that there is

no "evolutionary mechanism" in nature. Since no evolutionary mech-

anism exists, no such any imaginary process called "evolution" could

have taken place. 

The Fossi l  Record:  No Sign of Intermediate

Forms

The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the theory of

evolution did not take place is the fossil record. 

According to the unscientific supposition of this theory, every

living species has sprung from a predecessor. A previously existing

species turned into something else over time and all species have

come into being in this way. In other words, this transformation pro-

ceeds gradually over millions of years. 

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )
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Had this been the case, numerous intermediary species should
have existed and lived within this long transformation period. 

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived in
the past which had acquired some reptilian traits in addition to the
fish traits they already had. Or there should have existed some reptile-
birds, which acquired some bird traits in addition to the reptilian
traits they already had. Since these would be in a transitional phase,
they should be disabled, defective, crippled living beings.
Evolutionists refer to these imaginary creatures, which they believe to
have lived in the past, as "transitional forms." 

If such animals ever really existed, there should be millions
and even billions of them in number and variety. More important-
ly, the remains of these strange creatures should be present in the
fossil record. In The Origin of Species, Darwin explained:

If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties, linking most

closely all of the species of the same group together must assuredly have

existed... Consequently, evidence of their former existence could be found

only amongst fossil remains.142

However, Darwin was well aware that no fossils of these inter-
mediate forms had yet been found. He regarded this as a major dif-
ficulty for his theory. In one
chapter of his book titled
"Difficulties on Theory," he
wrote:

To the right is a 150-200-mil-
lion-year-old dragonfly fossil
(from the Jurassic Recent
Period), above is a dragonfly
living today that possesses ex-
actly the same features.
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Why, if species have descended from other species by insensibly fine gra-

dations, do we not everywhere see innumerable transitional forms?

Why is not all nature in confusion instead of the species being, as

we see them, well defined?… But, as by this theory innumerable

transitional forms must have existed, why do we not find them

embedded in countless numbers in the crust of the earth?… Why

then is not every geological formation and every stratum full of

such intermediate links? Geology assuredly does not reveal any such

finely graduated organic chain; and this, perhaps, is the most obvious and

gravest objection which can be urged against my theory.143

Darwin's Hopes Shattered

However, although evolutionists have been making strenuous

efforts to find fossils since the middle of the nineteenth century all

over the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncovered. All

of the fossils, contrary to the evolutionists' expectations, show that life

appeared on Earth all of a sudden and fully-formed. 

One famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits this

fact, even though he is an evolutionist:

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail, whether

at the level of orders or of species, we find – over and over again – not

gradual evolution, but the sudden explosion of one group at the ex-

pense of another.144

This means that in the fossil record, all living species suddenly

emerge as fully formed, without any intermediate forms in be-

tween. This is just the opposite of Darwin's assumptions. Also, this is

very strong evidence that all living things are created. The only ex-

planation of a living species emerging suddenly and complete in

every detail without any evolutionary ancestor is that it was created.

This fact is admitted also by the widely known evolutionist biologist

Douglas Futuyma:

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )
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Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible explana-

tions for the origin of living things. Organisms either appeared on the

earth fully developed or they did not. If they did not, they must have

developed from pre-existing species by some process of modification. If

they did appear in a fully developed state, they must indeed have been

created by some omnipotent intelligence.145

Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed and
in a perfect state on the Earth. That means that "the origin of species,"

contrary to Darwin's supposition, is not evolution, but Creation.

The Tale of  Human Evolution

The subject most often brought up by advocates of the theory of

evolution is the subject of the origin of man. The Darwinist claim holds

that man evolved from so-called ape-like creatures. During this alleged

evolutionary process, which is supposed to have started 4-5 million

years ago, some "transitional forms" between present-day man and his

imaginary ancestors are supposed to have existed. According to this

completely imaginary scenario, four basic "categories" are listed: 

1. Australopithecus 

2. Homo habilis

3. Homo erectus

4. Homo sapiens

Evolutionists call man's so-called first ape-like ancestors

Australopithecus, which means "South African ape." These living be-

ings are actually nothing but an old ape species that has become ex-

tinct. Extensive research done on various Australopithecus specimens

by two world famous anatomists from England and the USA, name-

ly, Lord Solly Zuckerman and Prof. Charles Oxnard, shows that these

apes belonged to an ordinary ape species that became extinct and bore

no resemblance to humans.146

Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution as "ho-

mo," that is "man." According to their claim, the living beings in the
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Homo series are more developed than Australopithecus.
Evolutionists devise a fanciful evolution scheme by arranging differ-
ent fossils of these creatures in a particular order. This scheme is imag-
inary because it has never been proved that there is an evolutionary
relation between these different classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the twen-
tieth century's most important evolutionists, contends in his book One
Long Argument that "particularly historical [puzzles] such as the ori-
gin of life or of Homo sapiens, are extremely difficult and may even
resist a final, satisfying explanation."147

By outlining the link chain as Australopithecus > Homo habilis >
Homo erectus > Homo sapiens, evolutionists imply that each of these
species is one another's ancestor. However, recent findings of pale-
oanthropologists have revealed that Australopithecus, Homo habilis,
and Homo erectus lived at different parts of the world at the same
time.148
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Imaginary representations
of 'primitive' human beings
are frequently employed in
stories carried by pro-evolu-
tion newspapers and maga-
zines. The only source for
these stories, based on
these imaginary representa-
tions, are the imaginations
of their authors. Yet evolu-
tion has suffered such a de-
feat in the face of the scien-
tific facts that fewer reports
concerning evolution now
appear in scientific maga-
zines.
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Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as Homo erec-

tus have lived up until very modern times. Homo sapiens nean-
darthalensis and Homo sapiens sapiens (present-day man) co-exist-
ed in the same region.149

This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim that

they are ancestors of one another. The late Stephen Jay Gould ex-

plained this deadlock of the theory of evolution although he was him-

self one of the leading advocates of evolution in the twentieth centu-

ry:

What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting lineages of ho-

minids (A. africanus, the robust australopithecines, and H. habilis), none

clearly derived from another? Moreover, none of the three display any

evolutionary trends during their tenure on earth.150

Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, which is "upheld"

with the help of various drawings of some "half ape, half human"

creatures appearing in the media and course books, that is, frankly, by

means of propaganda, is nothing but a tale with no scientific foun-
dation. 

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and respected sci-

entists in the U.K., who carried out research on this subject for years

and studied Australopithecus fossils for 15 years, finally concluded,

despite being an evolutionist himself, that there is, in fact, no such
family tree branching out from ape-like creatures to man. 

Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of science" rang-

ing from those he considered scientific to those he considered unsci-

entific. According to Zuckerman's spectrum, the most "scientific"—

that is, depending on concrete data—fields of science are chemistry

and physics. After them come the biological sciences and then the so-

cial sciences. At the far end of the spectrum, which is the part consid-

ered to be most "unscientific," are "extra-sensory perception"—con-

cepts such as telepathy and sixth sense—and finally "human evolu-

tion." Zuckerman explains his reasoning:
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We then move right off the register of objective truth into those fields of

presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception or the interpre-

tation of man's fossil history, where to the faithful [evolutionist] anything

is possible – and where the ardent believer [in evolution] is sometimes able

to believe several contradictory things at the same time.151

The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the prej-

udiced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by certain people,

who blindly adhere to their theory.

Darwinian Formula!

Besides all the technical evidence we have dealt with so far, let us

now for once, examine what kind of a superstition the evolutionists

have with an example so simple as to be understood even by children:

The theory of evolution asserts that life is formed by chance.

According to this irrational claim, lifeless and unconscious atoms

came together to form the cell and then they somehow formed other

living things, including man. Let us think about that. When we bring

together the elements that are the building-blocks of life such as car-

bon, phosphorus, nitrogen and potassium, only a heap is formed. No

matter what treatments it undergoes, this atomic heap cannot form

even a single living being. If you like, let us formulate an "experiment"

on this subject and let us examine on the behalf of evolutionists what

they really claim without pronouncing loudly under the name

"Darwinian formula":

Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the composition of liv-

ing things such as phosphorus, nitrogen, carbon, oxygen, iron, and mag-

nesium into big barrels. Moreover, let them add in these barrels any ma-

terial that does not exist under normal conditions, but they think as nec-

essary. Let them add in this mixture as many amino acids and as many

proteins—a single one of which has a formation probability of 1 in 10950—

as they like. Let them expose these mixtures to as much heat and moisture

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )
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as they like. Let them stir these with whatever technologically developed

device they like. Let them put the foremost scientists beside these barrels.

Let these experts wait in turn beside these barrels for billions, and even

trillions of years. Let them be free to use all kinds of conditions they be-

lieve to be necessary for a human's formation. No matter what they do,

they cannot produce from these barrels a human, say a professor

that examines his cell structure under the electron microscope.

They cannot produce giraffes, lions, bees, canaries, horses, dolphins, ros-

es, orchids, lilies, carnations, bananas, oranges, apples, dates, tomatoes,

melons, watermelons, figs, olives, grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheasants,

multicoloured butterflies, or millions of other living beings such as these.

Indeed, they could not obtain even a single cell of any one of them. 

Briefly, unconscious atoms cannot form the cell by coming to-

gether. They cannot take a new decision and divide this cell into two,

then take other decisions and create the professors who first invent

the electron microscope and then examine their own cell structure un-

der that microscope. Matter is an unconscious, lifeless heap, and it

comes to life with Allah's superior creation. 

The theory of evolution, which claims the opposite, is a total falla-

cy completely contrary to reason. Thinking even a little bit on the claims

of evolutionists discloses this reality, just as in the above example.

Technology in the Eye and the Ear

Another subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary theo-

ry is the excellent quality of perception in the eye and the ear. 

Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly answer

the question of how we see. Light rays coming from an object fall op-

positely on the eye's retina. Here, these light rays are transmitted into

electric signals by cells and reach a tiny spot at the back of the brain,

the "center of vision." These electric signals are perceived in this cen-

ter as an image after a series of processes. With this technical back-
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ground, let us do some thinking.

The brain is insulated from light. That means that its inside is

completely dark, and that no light reaches the place where it is locat-

ed. Thus, the "center of vision" is never touched by light and may even

be the darkest place you have ever known. However, you observe a

luminous, bright world in this pitch darkness.

The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that even

the technology of the twentieth century has not been able to attain

it. For instance, look at the book you are reading, your hands with

which you are holding it, and then lift your head and look around

you. Have you ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one

at any other place? Even the most developed television screen pro-

duced by the greatest television producer in the world cannot provide

such a sharp image for you. This is a three-dimensional, colored, and

extremely sharp image. For more than 100 years, thousands of engi-
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neers have been trying to achieve this sharpness. Factories, huge

premises were established, much research has been done, plans and

designs have been made for this purpose. Again, look at a TV screen

and the book you hold in your hands. You will see that there is a big

difference in sharpness and distinction. Moreover, the TV screen

shows you a two-dimensional image, whereas with your eyes, you

watch a three-dimensional perspective with depth. 

For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have tried to

make a three-dimensional TV and achieve the vision quality of the

eye. Yes, they have made a three-dimensional television system, but it

is not possible to watch it without putting on special 3-D glasses;

moreover, it is only an artificial three-dimension. The background is

more blurred, the foreground appears like a paper setting. Never has

it been possible to produce a sharp and distinct vision like that of the

eye. In both the camera and the television, there is a loss of image

quality.

Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this sharp and

distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if somebody told you

that the television in your room was formed as a result of chance, that

all of its atoms just happened to come together and make up this de-

vice that produces an image, what would you think? How can atoms

do what thousands of people cannot?

If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye could

not have been formed by chance, then it is very evident that the eye

and the image seen by the eye could not have been formed by chance.

The same situation applies to the ear. The outer ear picks up the avail-

able sounds by the auricle and directs them to the middle ear, the mid-

dle ear transmits the sound vibrations by intensifying them, and the

inner ear sends these vibrations to the brain by translating them into

electric signals. Just as with the eye, the act of hearing finalizes in the

center of hearing in the brain. 

The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the brain
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is insulated from sound just as it is from light. It does not let any
sound in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the outside, the inside of
the brain is completely silent. Nevertheless, the sharpest sounds are
perceived in the brain. In your completely silent brain, you listen to
symphonies, and hear all of the noises in a crowded place. However,
were the sound level in your brain measured by a precise device at
that moment, complete silence would be found to be prevailing
there. 

As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been spent in
trying to generate and reproduce sound that is faithful to the original.
The results of these efforts are sound recorders, high-fidelity systems,
and systems for sensing sound. Despite all of this technology and the
thousands of engineers and experts who have been working on this
endeavor, no sound has yet been obtained that has the same sharp-
ness and clarity as the sound perceived by the ear. Think of the high-
est-quality hi-fi systems produced by the largest company in the mu-
sic industry. Even in these devices, when sound is recorded some of it
is lost; or when you turn on a hi-fi you always hear a hissing sound
before the music starts. However, the sounds that are the products of
the human body's technology are extremely sharp and clear. A human
ear never perceives a sound accompanied by a hissing sound or with
atmospherics as does a hi-fi; rather, it perceives sound exactly as it is,
sharp and clear. This is the way it has been since the creation of man.

So far, no man-made visual or recording apparatus has been as
sensitive and successful in perceiving sensory data as are the eye and
the ear. However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far
greater truth lies beyond all this. 

To Whom Does the Consciousness that Sees 

and Hears within the Brain Belong? 

Who watches an alluring world in the brain, listens to sym-
phonies and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose?
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We live all of our lives within our brains. The people we see, the flowers we
smell, the music we listen to, the fruit we taste, the warmth we feel in our
hands ... All of these come about inside our brains. The fact is, however, that
there are neither colours, sounds nor images in our brains. All that can be
found there are electrical signals. In short, we live in this world by means of
the electrical signals which form in our brains. This not an opinion or a hypoth-
esis, but a scientific account of how we perceive the world.
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The stimulations coming from a person's eyes, ears, and nose

travel to the brain as electro-chemical nerve impulses. In biology,

physiology, and biochemistry books, you can find many details about

how this image forms in the brain. However, you will never come

across the most important fact: Who perceives these electro-chemical

nerve impulses as images, sounds, odors, and sensory events in the

brain? There is a consciousness in the brain that perceives all this

without feeling any need for an eye, an ear, and a nose. To whom

does this consciousness belong? Of course it does not belong to the

nerves, the fat layer, and neurons comprising the brain. This is why

Darwinist-materialists, who believe that everything is comprised of

matter, cannot answer these questions. 

For this consciousness is the spirit created by Allah, which

needs neither the eye to watch the images nor the ear to hear the

sounds. Furthermore, it does not need the brain to think. 

Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact should pon-

der on Almighty Allah, and fear and seek refuge in Him, for He

squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark place of a few cubic cen-

timeters in a three-dimensional, colored, shadowy, and luminous

form.

A Material ist  Faith

The information we have presented so far shows us that the the-

ory of evolution is incompatible with scientific findings. The theo-

ry's claim regarding the origin of life is inconsistent with science, the

evolutionary mechanisms it proposes have no evolutionary power,

and fossils demonstrate that the required intermediate forms have

never existed. So, it certainly follows that the theory of evolution

should be pushed aside as an unscientific idea. This is how many

ideas, such as the Earth-centered universe model, have been taken out

of the agenda of science throughout history. 

However, the theory of evolution is kept on the agenda of sci-
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ence. Some people even try to represent criticisms directed against it
as an "attack on science." Why?

The reason is that this theory is an indispensable dogmatic belief
for some circles. These circles are blindly devoted to materialist phi-
losophy and adopt Darwinism because it is the only materialist ex-
planation that can be put forward to explain the workings of nature.

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to
time. A well-known geneticist and an outspoken evolutionist, Richard
C. Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that he is "first and
foremost a materialist and then a scientist":

It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow compel us

accept a material explanation of the phenomenal world, but, on the con-

trary, that we are forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to

create an apparatus of investigation and a set of concepts that produce ma-

terial explanations, no matter how counter-intuitive, no matter how mys-

tifying to the uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so we

cannot allow a Divine [intervention]...152

These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept
alive just for the sake of adherence to materialism. This dogma main-
tains that there is no being save matter. Therefore, it argues that inan-
imate, unconscious matter brought life into being. It insists that mil-
lions of different living species (e.g., birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects,
trees, flowers, whales, and human beings) originated as a result of the
interactions between matter such as pouring rain, lightning flashes,
and so on, out of inanimate matter. This is a precept contrary both to
reason and science. Yet Darwinists continue to ignorantly defend it
just so as not to acknowledge, in their own eyes, the evident existence
of Allah.

Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with a
materialist prejudice sees this evident truth: All living beings are
works of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise, and All-Knowing.
This Creator is Allah, Who created the whole universe from non-ex-
istence, in the most perfect form, and fashioned all living beings.
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The Theory of  Evolution:  The Most Potent 

Spel l  in the World 

Anyone free of prejudice and the influence of any particular ide-

ology, who uses only his or her reason and logic, will clearly under-

stand that belief in the theory of evolution, which brings to mind the

superstitions of societies with no knowledge of science or civilization,

is quite impossible.

As explained above, those who believe in the theory of evolution

think that a few atoms and molecules thrown into a huge vat could

produce thinking, reasoning professors and university students; such

scientists as Einstein and Galileo; such artists as Humphrey Bogart,

Frank Sinatra and Luciano Pavarotti; as well as antelopes, lemon trees,

and carnations. Moreover, as the scientists and professors who believe

in this nonsense are educated people, it is quite justifiable to speak of

this theory as "the most potent spell in history." Never before has any

other belief or idea so taken away peoples' powers of reason, refused

to allow them to think intelligently and logically, and hidden the truth

from them as if they had been blindfolded. This is an even worse and

unbelievable blindness than the totem worship in some parts of

Africa, the people of Saba worshipping the Sun, the tribe of the

Prophet Abraham (pbuh) worshipping idols they had made with their

own hands, or some among the people of the Prophet Moses (pbuh)

worshipping the Golden Calf.

In fact, Allah has pointed to this lack of reason in the Qur'an. In

many verses, He reveals that some peoples' minds will be closed and

that they will be powerless to see the truth. Some of these verses are

as follows:

As for those who do not believe, it makes no difference to them
whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will not be-
lieve. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing and over
their eyes is a blindfold. They will have a terrible punishment.
(Surat al-Baqara, 6-7)

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )



P a l e s t i n e

340

… They have hearts with which they do not understand. They

have eyes with which they do not see. They have ears with

which they do not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are

even further astray! They are the unaware. (Surat al-A'raf, 179)

Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and they

spent the day ascending through it, they would only say: "Our

eyesight is befuddled! Or rather we have been put under a

spell!" (Surat al-Hijr, 14-15) 

Words cannot express just how astonishing it is that this spell

should hold such a wide community in thrall, keep people from the

truth, and not be broken for 150 years. It is understandable that one or

a few people might believe in impossible scenarios and claims full of

stupidity and illogicality. However, "magic" is the only possible ex-

planation for people from all over the world believing that uncon-

scious and lifeless atoms suddenly decided to come together and form

a universe that functions with a flawless system of organization, dis-

cipline, reason, and consciousness; a planet named Earth with all of its

features so perfectly suited to life; and living things full of countless

complex systems. 

The views of present-
day Darwinists are just
as irrational as those of
the peoples who once
worshipped crocodiles.
Darwinists regard
chance and unconscious
atoms as creative forces,
and are devoted to this
belief with an almost re-
ligiour fervour. 
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In fact, in the Qur'an Allah relates the incident of the Prophet

Moses (pbuh) and Pharaoh to show that some people who support

atheistic philosophies actually influence others by magic. When

Pharaoh was told about the true religion, he told the Prophet Moses

(pbuh) to meet with his own magicians. When the Prophet Moses

(pbuh) did so, he told them to demonstrate their abilities first. The

verses continue:

He said: "You throw." And when they threw, they cast a spell

on the people's eyes and caused them to feel great fear of them.

They produced an extremely powerful magic. (Surat al-A'raf,

116)

As we have seen, Pharaoh's magicians were able to deceive

everyone, apart from the Prophet Moses (pbuh) and those who be-

lieved in him. However, his evidence broke the spell, or "swallowed

up what they had forged," as revealed in the verse:

We revealed to Moses: "Throw down your staff." And it imme-

diately swallowed up what they had forged. So the Truth took

place and what they did was shown to be false. (Surat al-A'raf,

117-118)

As we can see, when people realized that a spell had been cast

upon them and that what they saw was just an illusion, Pharaoh's ma-

gicians lost all credibility. In the present day too, unless those who,

under the influence of a similar spell, believe in these ridiculous

claims under their scientific disguise and spend their lives defending

them, abandon their superstitious beliefs, they also will be humiliated

when the full truth emerges and the spell is broken. In fact, world-

renowned British writer and philosopher Malcolm Muggeridge, who

was an atheist defending evolution for some 60 years, but

who subsequently realized the truth, reveals the position in which the

theory of evolution would find itself in the near future in these terms:

I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, especially

the extent to which it's been applied, will be one of the great jokes in

H a r u n  Y a h y a  ( A d n a n  O k t a r )



P a l e s t i n e

342

the history books in the future. Posterity will marvel that so very
flimsy and dubious an hypothesis could be accepted with the incred-
ible credulity that it has.153

That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will soon see
that "chance" is not a deity, and will look back on the theory of evo-
lution as the worst deceit and the most terrible spell in the world.
That spell is already rapidly beginning to be lifted from the shoulders
of people all over the world. Many people who see its true face are
wondering with amazement how they could ever have been taken in
by it.

They said "Glory be to You! We have no knowledge
except what You have taught us. You are the All

Knowing, the All-Wise."
(Surat al-Baqara, 32)
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