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GOVERNOR, SIND

A {% Lt Gen S.M. Abbasi
o HI (M) S.Bt.

AHe) RESPONSIBILITIES OF GOVERNMENT

#2)] ' un the occasion of the observance of the Anniversary of the
S  ‘Shahadat’ of Hazarat Ali (Karamallah Wajha), | am sending, to all officers
." 7 of the Government of Sind, a translation of the advice on governance, given
%) by this great Soldier-Statesman — Scholar of Islam to Malik Ishtar, the then
Governor of Egypt. The translation under reference is attached at
(ImI|  Annexure ‘A’

L f't:} A careful reading of this translation will indicate how remarkably
accurately and how concisely the administrative responsibilities of the organs
of state have been described in relation to the people and their needs. It
is apparent that what applied in those distant times applies with equal
force today. Indeed the basic principles of the art of governance are
constant. What changes is the emphasis given from time to time to the
application of these principles.

| would like all those in positions of responsibility in the Government
of Sind to take very much to heart the advice given by Hazrat Ali
(Karamallah Wajho) and apply this to their method of working and day to
day conduct with the people. Let this advice act as the Charter for this
Government. !

Lt Gen

(5.M. Abbasi)
HIM)S.Bt.

10.PS/SECY/MLA/350/81 Karachi, dated 22nd July, 1881
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ASL

o HAZARAT ALI'S (KARAMALLAH WAJHO) ADVICE
e TO THE GOVERNOR OF EGYPT
ANNEXURE™M  ON THE ART OF GOVERNANCE
“You must know that the people over whom you rule are divided
into classes and grades and the prosperity or welfare of each class of the
society, individually and collectively, is so interdependent upon the well-
being of the other classes that the whole set up represents a closely woven
net and a reciprocal aspect, one class cannot exist peacefully, cannot live :
happily and cannot work without the support and good wishes of the other.
Amongst them there are the soldiers of the army of God who defend His °
cause, the next class is that of the secretaries of the State to whom duties
of writing out and issuing special or general orders are assigned, the third
group is of the judges and magistrates to administer justice, the fourth is
of officers who maintain law and order and guard the peace and prosperity
of the country, then there are common men, Muslims who pay the taxes
, levied by the Government and non-Muslims who pay tribute to the State
(in lieu of taxes), then comes the class of men who carry on various
professions and trades and the last but not the least are poor and have-
nots who are considered ‘as the lowest class of the society. The Merciful
Lord hath fixed rights and duties of each one of them which have been
either given out in His Book (Quran) or explained through the orders and
: traditions of the Holy Prophet (AS. ),a complete code of which is preserved
- with us.
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“As far as i'.he soldiers are concerned they. are, by the orders of God,
a fortress and stronghold to guard and defend the subject and the State,
they are the ornaments to the ruler and the country, they provide power
and protection to the religion, they Propagate and preserve peace among
mankind, in fact, they are real guardians of peace and through them good
internal administration can be maintained. The upkeep and maintenance of
an Army depends upon the taxes collected by a State out of which God hath
fixed for them a share. With this amount they provide their requirements,
maintain themselves and their arms in fit position to fight for religion and
cause of justice.
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“Though the army and the common men (general citizens who pay
taxes or tributes) are two important classes, but in a Welfare State their
well-being cannot bé guaranteed without proper functioning and preserva-
tion of the other classes, the judges and magistrates, the secretaries of the
State and the officers of various departments, who collect various revenues
maintain law and order as well as preserve peace and amity among the
diverse classes of the society, they also guard rights and privileges of citizens
and look to performances of numerous duties by individuals and classes.
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“And the prosperity of this whole set up depends upon the traders and
industrialists. They act as a medium between the consumers and suppliers.
They collect the requirements of society, they exert to provide goods.
They open up shops, markets and trading centres. Thus providing the
consumers with their necessities, they relieve the citizens uf the neel:l of
running after their requisites of life.
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“Then comes the class of poor, have-nots and disabled persons; it is
absolutely necessary that they should be looked after, helped and well-
provided for.

“The Merciful Lord has explained the ways and means of maintaining
and providing for each of the above classes. And everyone of this class has
this right upon the ruler of the State that at least minimum necessities for
its well-being and contented living are provided. :

member that Almighty God will not absolve any ruler of the
obligations laid upon him, unless he sincerely tries his best to discharge
duties, prays the Lord to help him in their acquittal, remains steadily and
diligently on the path of truth and justice and bears all this whether the
performance of these duties is congenial to him or hateful.”
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