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I the name of Atan, the Beneficent.
the Merciful
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INTRODUCTION

The loftiest and the best of stvies is that which on various levels of
thought brings men closer to reality and plavs a godlike part in the
muking of Man, That is why, the more Man in his journey gets any res-
pite, the more he discovers the value of these eternal lessons which
present themselves in form of traditions and depending on his ability
gels henefitted by these leachings and illuminating insights,
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A powerful speaker gnd orator, and a briliant and much revered scho-
Imr, Hupjat-ul-lslam Apha-e-Phalsafi has compilad several books on the
sabject of child education and training. [n these books he has made uss
of tradition [rom the House of the Prophet thereby (n troth rendering a
very valuable service, He has compiled a selection of traditions from i
these books, topether with Persian translation with the title "Maktah-g- "l
Ahlebait’', Tlous being & short and useful hook has bexn muzh welcomed ['E
by the vounper people,

Our Triend Mr, All Quli Qaral has here selected snd tramslated into
Englesh the traditions rom the above-mentioned book, making addi-
tions from the sacred book ‘Al Kafi® and kindly put themn at the dis-
posid of the Library of Masjid-e-Jame'.

We thank God for this assistance of His, since, our work is managed out

of the funds of the Tmam of cur Time may God hasten his appearance,
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Our thanks are due to all those who have done valusble servies in this
cause snd have taken steps in the publication of Islamic teachings.

We hescech God's help for successful execution of this duty and relief
from the many hurdies, and pray to Him for the dav when enguiring
men and worsen weuld gel sequainted with the school of Shia Islam.
That would be a dayv of salvation and re-birth of Man.

Library of Chehel Sotoon

i|  Theological School
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Masjid-a-Jame’
Tehran, lyan.
Eid-e-Ghadesr, 1398 Sheikh Hassan Sased

=0 |

TRV




P o (i waths i ot i s s s e S S S Bl e e
ok = === L“‘\&: o
NG

rs
|

iF

THE TRANSLATOR'S MOTE

9 A
e

S

SR eh e
¥

The little colloction of Traditions presented in these pages belong to the
Howse of the Prophet — the Prophet and (he twelve Imams. These
traditions represent @ crossection of the vast body of the Prophetic
Traditions which, besides the Qoran, contain the basic teachings of
Islam in the spheres of knowledge and reality, ethics and morality, law
and jurisprudence, prayer and worship, education and training, work
and industry, abd so on,

o T

8

The larger portion of traditions transkated here from Arabic are selectad
from the first volume of the book with the title Maktab-e-Ahlebait’
or The School of the House of the Prophet', in Persian translafed and
compiled by the Iranian writer and speaker of reknown Hujjatul lslam
Mohammad Taaqi Phalsafi,
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The translator i indebted to Ayatullah Shaikh Hasan Saced for sugses
ling this translation and {aking over the job of printing it; My thanks
are also due to my friends Mr. Al Tenul-Hassan Bagerd and Mr. Shabi-
ul-Hasan Rizvi for their help and encourigement,
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Cretaber, 1978
Qom, Iran.
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ALT May Peace be upon him) gaid,

Knowledgo is fhe compensation for mental exertion.
The chief aim of knowledge is virtue.

Fear of Cod is the final resuln of knowledge.

The sum of excellency is knowiledge

Wha teaches a lemer hinds me wath a fetter

The hest knowledge is what benofins 115 nossessar,
Knowledge i lile and health,

Humility s the outcome of knowledge.

The leamed man is alive though dead.

Roligian s a store and knowledge 15 tho route to it

To e succezsful nbey Knowlodge amd discard sgnor-
ance.
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IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) said “My Word
{the Tradition) is the Word of my father; and the Word of my father
(lmam Mohammad al-Bagir) 1s the Word of my grandfather {Imam Ali-
ine-Hussainy; and the Word of my grandfather is the Word of Hussain:
and the Word of Hussain is the Word of Hassan: and the Word of Hassan
s the Word of Amesr-ul-Momineen! and the Word of Ameer-ul-Momi-
neen iy the Word of the Messenger of Allsh (May Allah’s Peace and
Benediction be upon him); and the Word of the Messenger of Allah is
the Word of Allzh, the Mighty and the Glorified."
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(Usoole-Katl. vol. 1, p.68)
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PROPHET MOHAMMAD (May God’s Pasce and Benediction be upon
him} satd, “T have been sent (Bby God) to eanohls Man™.

TSR L)
[l T

X,
g

ALL (May Peace be upon him) szid, "The highest knowledge Tor Man is
the knowledee of his own self,”

ALL {May Peace be upon him) said, “The ultimate wisdom for Man is
to konow himself; and so, the one whe knows his own sell atiams
wisdom, and the one who dizregards it is lost. ™

A man asked Imam Ja'far Al-Sadig (May Peace be upon him), the sixth
Imam, “What is Wisdom?” The Tmam answered, “Wisdom is that by
means of which God is known and worshipped , and by means of which
Heaven is attained,”

The man enguired, “Then, what was it that Mo'awiysh possossed?™

T R B T et g T ey ety oy e

?:i “That is cunning™ replied the Imam, “Which parades as Wisdom bul
E‘- 18 nothing except delivery,”

i

,",':f-' Tmarn Ja'far al-Sadig said, *Keason is the guide of the baligver.”

o

IMAM JTA'FAR AL-SADIO (May Peace be upon him) ssid” The dif-
ference belween Faith and Denial iz that of Wisdom,""

TR

e

ALl (May Peace be upon him) said, “Gather wisdom though from those
who are stray.”

1'51: ALL (May Peace be upon him) zaid, “The greatest ignorance for Man is
41 his ignorance of his own self.”
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THE PROPHET (May God’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
"He, who gives up this world for Herzafter and he who neglacts Here-
after for the world is not one of us.™

Asked to described a wise man, Ali {(May Peace be upon him) replied,
“The wise man is he who puts the right thing in its right place.”

ALl (May Peace be upon him) said, "It sufficies thy wisdom to distin-
guish the path of guidance from the path of ignorance and sin."

THE PROPHET (May God’s peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“For everything there is an expedient; and for man it is his reason,”

THE PROPHET (May God’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“The prop for Man is his reason.™

IMAM MUSA AL-KAZIM told his companion Hisham, “0 Hisham,
certainly God has two kinds of testimony egainst men: the evident tes-
timony and the hidden one; the evident testimony is His prophets,
messengers and Imams and the hidden testimony is their own reason
and understanding, ™

IMAM JAFAR AL-SADIQ said 1o Mufazzal, “Consider the nature of
ape and its resemblance with man in most of its physical featuras: that
is: the head, the face, the shoulders, the chest, the guts and 5o on: fur-
thermore, in its cleverness and sagacity by means of which it compra-
hends the gestures of its trainer — that is a lesson for man about himssif
a5 he is made aware thet ke kasg a nature and origin not unlike that of
amimals, To be sume, with this clase resemiblance, had it not been for
God's grace in giving him the merit of reason and articulglensss, man
would have been one of the beasts; since, the decisive distinction
between the ape and Man is possession of reason, intellect and speech.”




ALI {May Peace be on him) said, “To be sure, the body has six states,
health snd malady, sleep and wakelulness, life and death: and similarly,
the self: doubt is its malady and conviction its health; indifference is
its slumber and vigilance itz wakefulness; seli-knowledge is its life and
self-ignorance ity death.™

ALIL {May Peace be on him) advizad his son Hussan (May Peace be on
himj, “There is no greater worship than meditation in the Handiwork
of the Great and Mighty Allah™,

Tt was Ali (May Peace be upon him) who said, “'A wise man relies on
ki efforts and the Tool relies on his hopes,™

IMAM ALT TEN MUSA AL-RIDA, the Eighth Imam (May Peace be
upon him) said, “Knowledps is a great treasure and the key Lo it is ques-
tioning,™

THE PROPHET (May God’s Peace and Benediction be upon him} said,
“He who would not bear to humble himsell for a moment in order to
learn something, will for ever stay in the disgrace of ignorance.”

ALl {May Peace be upon him) said, *To blandish and o envy are not
in nature of a Momin {a true believer), save, in the courss of pursuit of

knowledee,™

ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, *He who scrutinizes his own self is
benafitted thereby, and he who overlooks il is Jost.™

IMAM ALI IBN MUSA ATL-RITHA said, “he who does not examine him-

self everyday is not one of us.”
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Kumail ibn Ziyad a companion of Ali (May Peace be upon him) asked
him, “Pray, inform me about my ‘self*."

Hazrat said, ™0 Kumad, which ‘s¢l” do vou want to know abowt?™
“Muster, is there more than one of them?™ esked Kumail In surprise,
“0 Kumail, there are [our: the growing vegetative self, the perceiving
Animal Self, the venerable Rationsl Self and the angelc Devine Self.”

THE PROPHET (May God's Peace and Benediction be upon him} said,
"He, who does not see God's blessing except in what he eats, drinks and
wedrs, has surely faflen short of his duty and is near to God®s chastise-
ment.™
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IMAM JAFAR AL-BADIQ suid, “Never did the Prophet (May Allah’s
Peace and Benediction be upon him) speak to men on the level of his
own wisdom as, he himself has said, Tndesd, We Prophet of Allah have
been commanded to speak with men at the level of their own intel-
lects""™

e

Gk

IMAM JATAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) said “Verily, you
have been appointed a dector unio vourself; vour sickness has been
demonstrated, the signs of health have been pointed out, and the cure
has been prescribed for you; now, take care how you tuke charge of
vourself.™

=
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IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADI) (May Peace be upon him) said, “Dear to me
iz my brother who guides me to perceive my own short-comings, ™

ALL the Leader of the believers (May Peace be upon him) said, “I won-
der, why people, when at night the dinner is brought for them, take
trouble to light & lamp, that they may see what goes into their belisves;
but, while gorging their spirits do not take care Lo light u pthe doors of

Pt i e e 2 et i S T ST e S e




their minmds (hat they may eschew lhe appendages of ignorance and sin
from finding a way into their belisfs and detions.™

IMAM HASSAN IBN ALIL the second [mam (Mav Peace be upon him)
gaid, “T am surprised at him who is discreel aboul what he eats, but
does not ponder at what enters his understanding; a5 a result, spares his
stomach of things that would harm i, but sllows intoe his heart what
wolld ruin it."™

HAZBRAT [8SA (Jesus Christ) — May Peace be upon him said, “Truth is
what I uttze; verily, an il man in his pain and suffering does not Tind
delicions food pleasant; and s, the man of the world, is not attracted
to nor finds any jov In worshipping God because of his love of worldly
possessions.”
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ALT (May Peace be upon him) said,
Friendship iz impossible ina lar.
Misrepresentation spoils narration.
Lying spuils news.
Untruthfulness iz not klamic morality.
Untruthfulness and hypocrisy degrade moratity.







THE PROPHET (May Allab's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“DHsobedience to Allah commences with six things: love of the world,

fove of pdncely power, gluttonous love of food, love of slumber, love
of leisure and love of women.'

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace he upen him) said, “The oot
causes of Denial {of God) are three: greed, pride and envy

THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Bencdiction be upon him) said,

"There are lour pillars of unbelief: lust, fcar (of poverty ete.), discon-
tent and pigue,™

THE FROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be wpan him) said,
“If you find 2 person these three qualities, then know thst he is an
bypocrite, though may he pray and fast and declare to be & Muslim:

betrayal of trost, falswhood of speech and shsencs of sdhersmce tia
promises,™

IMAM ALT TEN HUSSATN, the fourth lmam (May Peace be upon him)
said, “Abstinence from sin is more essential than eultivation of victues,™

ALI {May Peuce be upon him) said, “One who: refrains from lust is
free,™

Fa e T P PSR S

IMAM MUHAMMALD AL-BAGQIK, the fifth Inmam {May Peace be upon

him} said, “Mo calamity or affliction befalls a man, but 85 g result of &
committed sin,™

eI
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IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ said, “Certamly, sins deprive man of God's
blessings. ™
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ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, *“To refrain from sinful thoughts i3
far better than refraining from food at the time of fasting,"

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upoen him) ssid,
“Whensver 3 muelim abstaing from falling into & sin, it 15 equal near
Allah to seventy Haj pilgrimages.”

ALI {May Paace be upon him) said, “Anger and lust are Man's grestest
adversaries; and he, who masters them, rises in dignity and attains his
objactive.”

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “The price of pride is degradation,”

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Pride is the foulest scourage for a
man’s wisdom,"

TMAM JAFAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) said, “Armogance
makes one despise peopls and take truth for insolence ™

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Look not at the speaker, but listen
Loy what is said,™

AL (May Peace be upon him) said, “He, who lets his hopes run unbrid-
dled stumbles to destruction,™

ALl (May Peace be upon him) said, “Desire 15 & hiddsn discasc.”
ALl (May Peace be upon him) said, “Hatred iz a contagious disease,™

IMAM BAQIR {May Peace he upon him) said, “Indeed! God has or-
dained that He will not deprive a man of a blessing until he commits a
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sin which deserves such a punishment,™

IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIR (May Peace be upon him) said, “One
who aspires to noble tradts refrans [rom non-permissible acts (prohibi-
ted by Islamic Law).

MaM ALI IBN MUSA AL-RIDA (May Peace be upon him) said,
“Whenever, men fall into sins which they did not commil before,
God brngs upon them afflictions which they did not know of before,

ALD (May Peace be upon him) said, “No people lose their prosperity
but ag a result of their sins; for, Allah does not oppress his creatures.

ALIL the leader of the believers (May Peace be upon him) said, “IT yeu
submil Lo inordinate desires, they will make vou blind and deaf.™

ALT (May Peace be upon him) s, *“Victorious is he, who has control
led his desires and mastered has motives,'”

ALL {May Peacs be upon him zaid, “Eradwcate inordinate desires with
the means of Understanding.”

IMAM JAFAR ALSADIO said, “He, who lecls remorss for a commit-
ted sin is like one who has not committed it all,"

ALL iMay Peace be upon him) said, *“I'he grace of confession ends per-
petration (of sin).”

HAM ALT IBN MUSA AL-RIDA (May Peace be upon lim) said, *Cne
who asks God of Forgiveness with his tongue without repentance af
heart, only mocks himself,™
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ALIL, the leader of the believers (May Peace be upon him) said, “How
many pleasures of the mement leave behind long-drawn grief.”

IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BACIR (May Peace be upon him) said, “By
God! No one is liberated from sin except him who confesses to it,"

IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIR {May Peace be upon him) said, “Allah
wants men to have nothing but two trails: they acknowledge His bless-
ings on them, that, He may enhance them: and that, they confess to
their evil deeds, that He may forgive them.™

THE PROPHET {May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“Those, whe are today honoured by men and fear of their malice, will
be regarded as the most evil men on the Day of Judgement ™

THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) has
declared, “We unto him, who is honoured for the fear of his malice!
Woe unto him, whe is obeved by men for the fear of his tyranny!
Woe unto him, whe is glorified for the fear of his malignity!™

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) sasd,
*“Certainly, the evil ones of my people are those who are honoured for
their mabignity, WVerly, he who is honoured by people for his malice
does not belong with me,*

THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace snd Bensdiction be upon him) said,
“The mosgt grievous chastiscment on the Day of Judgement will be for
the scholar, who, did not act according to his knowledge, and whom

o his knowledge did not bring &ny benefit.”

ALL the lzader of the believers (May Peace be upon him) said, “Be
slaves of none far, Allah has created you free.™
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ALT (May Peace be upon him) said,

Hanesty is DIVINE tongue.
To fulfil promises is the highest form of integrity.

Truth means conformity of speech with the Divine
maode of working,
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ALL, the leader of the helivvers {May Peace be upon him) said, “Had |85

it been so, that we had not to hope for heaven or fear from hell, and -llf-
thers been no devine reward or punishment, it would still behoove uy ._!L
to strive for nobility of character; for, it s of what indicates the way to _'1?,
salvation,” -'fl'-

ALT the leader of the believers (May Peace be upon kim) said, “Many ‘Ti’
a mighty man was ruined by his chamacter and many a humble one rose

Ris to honour and glery on account of |7
L
ol
gg_ ALL the leader of the believers (May Peace be upon him) szid, “Noble |52
.'#. character i the best companion of man,™ W
£y, foH
‘J ALT (May Peace be wupon him) said, “WVerily, Allah singled out and '!u';
! i
é“: chose his blessed prophets for nobility of their charscter.” i
_':l‘;! ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, “In good manners is hidden the ;'|||'Ii

wealth of good fortune,™
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IMAM JAFAR AL-SADLO (May Peace be upon him) said, “Nowhere
can people dispense with these three in the matters of this world and
Hereafter; and their absence makes their life barbane: a learned God-
fearing jurist, a powerful bensvelent ruler and a discerning and reliable
doctor.™

ALL the leader of the believers (May Pegce be upon him) advised his
son, “The malady of Iving is the ugliest of dissases,”

THE PROPHET (Muay Aflah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“The ligr is the least manly of men."”
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THE PROFHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said.
“Beware of falsehood; for, iT you see deliverance in if, then certainly
wour are headed towards destruction,”

IMAM MUSA TBN TA'FAR AL-KAZIM (Many Peace be upon him) told
his companion Hisham, *O Hisham, 4 wise man never les mspite of his

wish to do sa.”

ALL the leader of the faithful (May Peace be upon him} said, “False-
hood is not good — whether in earnest or in jest. It is not fit that any
of you make a promise to his child and not fulfil his promize.”

A man asked The PROPHET (May Allah’s Pesce and Benediction be
upon kim), “0 Messenger of Allah! Show me what to da to achieve the
nearngss to Allah, The Maost High!™

The Prophet (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) told
him, “Never tell a lie.”

ALL the leader of the believers (Mav Pesce be upon him) ssid, *“Fhere
is no evil gresler than falsehood.™

IAM TTASAN ASKARIL, the eleventh Tmam (May Peace be upon him)
zaid, “All evils have descended into 4 house and falsehood has been
appointad as its key.”

The Frophet (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) was
agked, “1s it possible that a Momin (3 true believer) be s coward?™
The Prophet (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) answer-
ed,” Yes, it Is possible.™ *Is it possible that a Momin be stingy?" The
Prophet (May Allab’s Peace end Benediction be upon him) answered,

21
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“Yes, it is possible.” When asked, “Is it possible that 3 Momin be a
liar? The Prophet (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him)
exclaimed, “Never! 117

ALL the leader of the belicvers (May Peace be upon him) said, *“The
most effective way of achieving Devine blessing is to harbour universal
benevolence for all humanity."

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Tt is God's desice that svery man
shiould have goodwill lowards 1o towards rest of humanity,”

IMAM TATAR AL-SADIOQ said, “Indeed, a free man remaing fres in
every circumstance; in misfortunes he is patient; if hit by calamaties,
he does not succumb: schackled and vanguished, he turns hardship into
case.  As Joseph, the trustworthy and truthful (May Peace be upon
him) — slavery, oppression end imprisonment did no haem to his free-

dom; the dungeon’s gloom, and its desalation and melancholy did not |58
harm hus spiric, till, Allah favoured him and made the insolent chief, "I'f
who was once Joseph's mester, his servant.” ‘.’-

)
THE PROPHET (May Allak's Peace and Benediction be upen him) I-."".'-
sdid, “Abominable m Allak’s eyes is he, who honours @ wealthy man for \.II’;
his wealth,"” e
L

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIOQ (May Prace be upon him) said, “A believer
ought not tosubject himse1l to disgrace,”

G
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Asked, “Tn What wav?™

The Imam angwered, “By undertaking that which i not feasible”




IMaM MUHAMMAD ALBACQIR {(May Peace be upon him) said,
“Wretched is the man whose yearning brings him disgrace.”™

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upan him) said,
“Me, who desires to be loved and esteemed by peoplz; led him be devaut
and goddfcaring.™

ALI (May Peace be upon him) saiil, “Lack of forgiveness m a man is his
greatest shortcommg, and ready vindictiveness 1s the worst of trans-
gressions,”

ALI the leader of the famthful (May Peace be vpon him) said, “Enhance
your worthiness by overlooking mattess of lnconsequence.”’

IMAM JAFAR AL-SADIO (Mav Peacs be upon him) said, “Dear to
me s my brother who guides me by polnting out my shortcomings.™

ATLT (May Peace be wpon him) said, “A man's hypoensy s due o de-
gradation he cxperiences within himself.*

ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, “Yicious people take delight
publishing others” vices, so that, they might thereby extend the ground

of excuses for their own,"

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Self-esteem exposes one's faults
and failings.™

. .........
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ALT (May Peace be upon him) said, "To covel praise which one does

Tl

not deserve is foofishness,”

R

ALI {May Peace he upon him) said, “For one who s possessed of seif-
contempl, do not look forward to his pood deeds ™

B




IMAM ALL IBN MUHAMMAL, the tenth Imam (May Peacs be WP

hir} said, “Don’t consider yoursell seoure from the evil of one possas-
sed of salfcontempt.”

-\."L:T.‘—--r '.-"1-::.1.'L"E:‘ et =il

ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, “He, who iz ruled by his tongue, is
subject to self-contempt.*”

i
THE PROFHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him} said, ":
“The liar lies from selfconiempt,” el

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “No one can find the favour of
faith, until, he cast away all manner of liss — earnest or frivilous,

A mian asked the PROPHET (May Allab’s Peace and Benediction be
tpom him}, "Does a behever ever commit adultry ™

THE PROPHET {May Allah’ Teace and Benediction be upon him)
replied, “Possibly"",

“Droes he ever stesl?", the Prophet was asked.

“He might™, replied the Prophet.

e

L3 oy

b b

But, when asked, “Thoes a believer tell lies?” the Prophet (May Allah's i
Peace and Benediction be upon kim) tetorted,” No! For Allah says in ;.:!:
his Book: m

“Werily thase who slander with falsehood do not believe.™

g g

THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“He who does not keep his promise has no religion.”

o
s

IMAM HUSAIN IEN ALL the third Imam (May Peace be upon lim)
said. “'A believer's promise to his brother is 4 pledge, the beeach of
which casnod be atoned.”
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THE PROPHET (May Alleh’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,

“He who believes in God and Hereafter showld fulfil his promises.™

o

THE PROFPHET {May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) siad,
“Tomorrow (on the Day of Judgement), closest to me in station will be
those of you, who are true of word, trustworthy as custodians, reliable
in promises, noble in disposition and are intimate and friendly with
people,”

SR
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ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Breach of promise incurs the
detestation of God and man,”™

IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIR (May Peace be upon him) said, “Veri-
Iy, falsehood ruins one’s faith.™

Sae e

ALI, the leader of the believers (May Peace be upon him} sgid, *The
reasonable man is admonished politely and the beasts are uphraided
with blows.™

e
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ALI {May Peace be upon him) said, “The metal of men is revealed in
reverses of times,”

MAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) said, “He who
sows the seeds of envy and enmity shall reap their harvest.”™

ALL the leader of the belisvers (May Peace be upon him) said, *“Aspire
not for something you don't deserve,”

ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, “Every kind of excess in praise or
blame is due to over-indulgent folly.”
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lF ALL (May Pezce be upon him) said, “The sense of shame dissuades ane T']:'?
'!II' from dizsaraceful acts.™ -'EL
¥ )
:I.",J_-'_ ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “He, whose shame has diminished E'I’,'.
;}""‘ his picty has dwindled, " 4?'-_
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IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIO (May Peace be upon him) thus unfolded the
funclion of shame:

“Had it not been for shame, guests would not be welcomed and pro-
mises would not be fulfilled: had it not been for it, men would nat
assist each other in exigencies, the wholesome would not be admired
and the ugly and gross would not be detested, and oblhgations would
not be attended to. Had there been no sense of shame in man, Lhe rights
of parents would not be heeded and blood-relationship would not he
consldered; trusts would not be discharped and atrocities would not be
whatzined from,"” '
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it IMAM JATFAR AT-SADIO (May Peace be upon mim} said, “He who has  |fi
b no shame has no faith.” ':,f@
&
'I . )
QE‘ ALL (May peace be upon him) said, “The one who is fond of pleasiires, ‘1'"‘
3 B
¥ subdued by sensual delights, and the other who is infatuated by gather pll
m mg of wealth — none of these heed their faith in any matter, That .'#.'
i\ i which comes closest 1o resemble them are the grazing cattle" _-1"
3 t .".:
A Lk
P ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Goeod mannets are evidence of -‘,;
F noble descent.™ -L
h.'F_! A

ALT (May Peace be upon him) said, “Wher a man's origin is noble, bath .'!‘[.
his exterior and interior are honourgble,™ _'!'!_
i
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MAM JA'FAR AL-SADTO (May Peace be upon him) said, “Blessed is
he who s the son of & chaste mother,”

IMAM JAFAR AL-SADIOQ (Mayv Peace be upon him) said, “When Allah
intends welfare of his servant, He purifies his soul; then, he does not
hear a truth that he doeos nol admit or a falehood that he does not

Tenounce,”

TMAM JATFAR AL-SADNK) (May Peace be upon him) gaid, “Allah never
sent a prophet but with eincerity of words and trustworthingss.™

ALL (Muy Peace be upon him) said, *No one sonceals & matter in his
heart but gives himselt away in slips of tongue or expressions of face. "




ALL {May Peace be upon him) eaid,
Humility advertises greatness.
Humility is the outcome of knowledgs,
Humility in spite of position & like mercy in spite of

power.  (Humility i 1o high position what merey is
to povar),

Pride Torfelts praise,

Solf-conceit poisans the mind,

Sall-conceit impedes progress.

Pride mars grestness.

Humility is one of the nets spread by real gregtness.
Brasting issues fram small minds




IV — FAITH AND HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS




IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIG (May Peace be upon him) said, “The great-
est reward is for the service which is concealed,™
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THE PROPHET {May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) des-
cribed & Momin {a true believer) in thess words:

“He s in shelter of Allah's protection, corroborated by Him in his
success: he does not transgress when in resentment and does not sin for
| the ohject of his love. He does not oppress and does not exceed; he
does not accept falsehoods from a friend and does not disregard truth
when il comes from an cnemy.”

ALI the leader of the believers (May Peace be upon him) says of a true _"-_‘-
believer:

“He is not extravagant in his judgements and does not outrage his own
understanding. His spirit is firm and resolute, In him, lasciviousness
has been subducd by modesty and reserve, envy by {riendliness and
nobility, forbearance and magnanimity have overcame his feelings of

pique und resentment,”

i

IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIE (May Peace be upon him) said, “A
Monin is one, whe when he favours, does not enter upon o course of

—

sin and cormuption; when he is resentful, does not depart from justice
and righteousness; when powerful, his power does not tempt him fo I ]
overstep Lhe limits of justice and laws,"”

ALT (May Peace be upon him) said, “Address people gracefully that . :
you be answered with grace.” |

ds s ge eer

TR

IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIR (May Peace be upon him) said,
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“Revere and honour your friends and do not ireat each other with
ridicule,”

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIC (May Prace be upon him) said, “He who
honours his muslim brother who visits him is honoured by Allah, The
Great and The Mighty,"”

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“He, who is used to honour his muslim brother and with his kind wonds
lightens his distress, is in the extended shadow of God’s blessing till this
characteristic remains in him_™

ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, “He who honours himself is disdain-
ful of all Tusr,™

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) said, “‘Cherish for
others what you cherish for yourself; an’t vou sshamed when your
neighbour recognizes his duty to you and yvou have overlooked your
own towards him?™ -

ALT (May Peace be upon him) said, “If vou hold dear your own well-
being and desire the conceslment. of your shorteomings. then, make
Tew yours words and prolong vour silence.™

ALL {May Peace be upon him) said, A man is concealed under his
tﬂﬂ.gllé."

Onee, at the time of battle, when the prophet was seated on horse-
back, a man grabbed his stirrap and ssked him to BiVE sDme counsgel.

THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him} said
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o him, “'Do unto others what you would like them to do unto you;

apd spare thewt of what you would lke them Lo gpare vou from.™

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Make voursell a judge in vour rela-
tions with others; so, choose for others what you would choose for
yourselt, and withhold from others what vou would like to be spared
from; do not oppress others, as vou would not like to be oppressed by
them, and be fair a5 you like them to be fair with you and disapprove
af yourself for acts you would regand as repulsive in others.™

I i e

THE PROPHET {May Allah’s Peace and Henediction be upon him) sad
“lo three things there 1= no quittance: fultilment of promise — whether
with a muslim or with a unbelisver; fulfilment of trust; — whelher with
a muslim or non-musling reverence and dischargs of duties Lowards
one’s parents, regardless of {heir faith.”*

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADID (May Peace be upon him) said, “'In three
things Allab his not sllowesd any lesve or exception under any circurm-
stance! fulfilment of someone’s trust, be he a worthy man or @ vile one;
fulfilment of promise, be it with a warthy min o a vile one, and
repdering of ane’s duty and reverence to his parents regardless of their
worthiness,

In gxplanation of the Qoranic verse:

“And vou speak to people with fairness’ . | . lmam Mubammad al-Bagir
(May Peace be upon him) said, “(1t means) speak 1o people with greater
fairness than vou would expect from them,”

ALI (May Pegce be upon him) said, "“To visit o sick man is ong of the
best deeds.™
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|.;l ALl (May Peace he upon him) tells of the prophet (May God's Peace

B and Bensdiction be upon him) that he visited (even) jews when laid il

Ull THE PROPHET (May God's Peace and Benediction be upan him) said,
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“All you have to do on visiting a sick person is that you put your hand
on his arm and ask him things like . _ .

*how do you feel? or

“did you have a zood sleep at night?, or

iow was it in the morning?’ And, at end Lake his hand and bid him
farewell.”

IMAM IAFAR AL-SADID (May Peace be upon him) said, “When you
visit a sick person put your hand on his arm and haslen 42 you stay by
his side, for annoying visitors are more vexatious to the ailing man than

his suffering.”
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ALL {May Peace be upon him) said,

Enmity is1he occupation of fools,
The conjectore of the wise i aracular.

Ore's shedience 10 God 5 proportionate to one's Wik
dam.

Tu fight ageinst ane's owi i esires is highest wizdom,

Tha clief aim of wasdam is to admit one’s inorance.
{wide 291,

The wise aim at perfection,
The toolish am st wealth,
The conjecture of a man depends an his sense,

The conjectura of 2 wase man is more correct than the
comviction of a fool,
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Toseparate frum things of time and to connect sl
with things of sternity is highest wiscom.

He is roally wise whose actions attest his waords.

The wise man does not speak except when necossiry
ar with reason.
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V — TREATMENT WITH CHILDREN
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THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“Truly, every one of you isa guardian responsible for his charge: the
emir is the guardian over his people end responsible for them; the man
is the master of his household and responsible for it; the woman is the
mistress of her home and chaldren 2nd responsible for them. Indeed, all

of you are guardians and answerable for your charges.”

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Good etiquetie is the best inheri-
tance that parents can leave hehind for their children,™

i

.

o e s

Asked, “What is the Trus Religion?", Imam Bagir answerad " 1t is the
one, on which he created all men, for Allsh endowed them with an
ability to realize Him,™

When asked gs to the meaning of the Qoranic verse

The Mature of Allah is the one upon which he created men |
IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) replied, “Allah |
created men in harmony and undon with Himself." W

i

THE PROPHET (May Allsh's Peace and Benediction be upon him)
siid, “Every child is born with the ‘natural disposition’, till, the parents
make him a jew or o christian,”

ALI (May Peace be upon him) said, *“There is no inheritance like good
breeding.™

P T e P

ALT (May Peace be upon him} said, “One who dess not learn in his
garly vears will not lead in his later ones,” *ﬂ'
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IMAM ALl IBN HUSATN (May Peace be upon him) said, “The rights of ,.}'F_
your child demand that vou be awars that his existanes is from vours _?P'
and an appendag: of T in the Woild in misfortune and welfare: vou are
responsible for his good upbringing and for gutding him towards Alleh

ani agsist him in being obedient towards Tim, Thus, in this matter,

' LT R

i

:- act with the awareness that vou will be rewarded for your endeavour-
gt-f ing bepevolence and punished Tor any mistréatment and neglipence.”™
il

i THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction he upon him) said
aﬂ to Al (May Peace be upon him), *0 AN! The curse of Allsh s upon

those parents who bring up ther children 1o be disobedient and reclaci-
trant.” A

i,
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THE PROPHET {Muy Allah's Pease and Benediction he upon him) said, ;
“Gods mercy is with him who succours his chill in rightiousness,' :1‘;'
When asked, how the parenis can do this, the Prophet (May Allah's |
Peace and Benediction be upom bim) explained, "By appointing for bim |8

et

that is easy and sgreeable; by svoiding what i hard for him: by not f_"
overburdening Bim and by not demanding of hun the unusaal and R
excessive.” L
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IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAGIR (May Peace bo upon him) said that
his father, Tmam Al Thn Husam (May Peace be upon him) used to tell
his children, “Avoud big and small Les m earneitness or in jest; for he

=7
s

whio tells small lies will seon have the audacily for big ones”™

THE PROPHET (May Allal’s Peace und Benediction be upon him) said,
“Be polite with your children and mend your own manners,”™
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IMAM JATAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace ne upon him) said, “Let a child
play for seven years, then teach him to readl and write for next seven
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vears, and after that, instruct him for soven vesrs ahout the lawful and !
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When the Prophet (May Alleh’s Pesce and Benediction be upon him) 'ﬂ'
':'1F saw a man cuddling one of his sons and ignoring the other one, he re- -TF:
WA marked, “Why don't you treat them equally,” #

THE PROPHET {May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said, | 8
*Treat vour children with justice as you yourssif desire to be treated
o justly by others.™
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THE PROPHET (Mayv Allah’s Peace and Bengdiction be upon him) said,
“Instruct vour children in Mamaz (praver) when they reach seven years
of age.™

I3
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THE PROFHET (May Allal’s Peace and Bencdiction be upon him} sad,
“Love children and be compassionate with them, and when you
promise them something, afways fulfill it, because, they certainly con-
sider you their bensfectors.”

o

i
IMAM ALI IBN MUSA AL-RIDA (May Pedce be upon him) said. “'Be '{-
courteons with vour elders and juniars,™ f‘
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Anas Thn Malik savs, “Indeed! The Messenger of Allsh (May Allah’s I_T
Peace and Benediction be upon him), whenever he passed by children, |gF
greeted them and geve them something to gat,” -t.'—

THE PROPHET {May God’s Peace and Benediction be ugon him) said, -1'!-
“If wou have a child behave with him like s child,” I

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him}) said, W

e 1

! ¥
;5‘;_.5 “Render respect to your elders and he compassionate with younger -fl'-
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THE FROPHET (May Abllah's Peace end Bepediction be upon him) said,
“He iz not one of us who docs ot respect his elders and s not kind to
his juniors.”

e

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) sald, "“Verily,
Altah, The Great and The Mighty, is merciful to the man who loves his
child intensely,”
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THE PROPHET {Mav Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“He wha kisses his child, for him Allah puts down & good deed, and he
who gladdens the heart of his child, Allak will make him happy on the
Day of Judgement.,"

ALT (May Peace be upon him) said, “To kiss a child is compassion; to
kiss a woman is passion; to kiss ong's parent s like prayer and to kiss
| a brother muslim is a demonstration of faith.™

IMAM ALI IBN HUSAIN (May Peace be upon him) said, *You arc
-answerable in respeet of your children, for they have been entrusted to
you for teaching them good manners and guiding them to their Lord.™

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) once
#5 he was watching children declared with regrat, “Woc unto children
of Last Times on account of their parents!!™ Asked, 0 Messenger of
Allah! Wil thoss parents be dolators?”, the Messenger of God (May
Godl’s peace and benediction be upon him) replicd, “No, they will be
muslims who will teach their children nothing about their religious
duties and in their education will forsake this, while remaining gratified
with their children’s efforts to attain worldly welfare. I am rid of such
parents and they of me,”
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IMAM JAFAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace bo upon him) said, “Hasten
with the relipious training of wour children before detrimental forces
can 2et hold of ther.™

ALL (May Prace be upon him) said, “Nons of vou should ever fesl
ashamed, when asked about something he did not know, to sy, °l

tLE)

don't know”.

ALL {May Peacz be upon him) said, “Fxeessive censure and reproach
apen the door fo obstingey and persistence,'”

Speaking of pood Fortune, the Prophet (May Allah’s Peace and Bene-
diction he wpon him) said. “Four things make good fortune: good chil-
dren, sincere MHends, an obedicnt wife and that one’s work be at the
place one resides.™  Yel, in unother place the Prophet (May Allah’s
Peace and Benediction ke upon him) said, “It is good fortune for a man
to have a son mesembling himselt, a pretty devout wife, comfortable
conveyanes and 4 spacious honse,”

THE PROPHFET (May Alfah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“The best of vour homes is one where the orphan is treated well 2nd
the worst one is where he s ill-treated, ™

THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Bénediction be upan him) said,
“He who shall support an crphan il ke can stand on his own fest —
him, Allah will be obliged to admit inte His Paradise ™

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“He who shall stroke an orphan’s head, will have written for him good
deeds in number equal to the hair his hand shall pass over.”
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THE PROPHET {May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said, '.,"L
“He, who shall s2at an orphan on his dinner table and stroke his head, J‘p
Allzh will give tenderness to his heart and make it more gentle,” &.;
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Cmee, during his reign, when a quantity of honey was brought to the |85
public freasury, All, the Leader of the belsivers (May Peace be upon ’#
him}, asked for the orphans fo be brought ing and while he distributed ql'p
it, himself fed the orphans. When pepple expressed wonder at his
action, he told them, “The Imam is the father of the orphans and so 1 :§p
feed them blike a father would have,™ f

ALl (May Peace be upon him) said, “Instract the orphan in the manner |28
wou educate your own cluld; 1f you beat him, heat him hke yoo do |2
your awn children” ‘ hj
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When the news of death of Ja'far fbn Abi-Talib, the Prophet’s uncle, I-QIF-J
reached him, he told Asma, “Bring to me the children of Ja'far''; and 'E'
when they were brought, he (May Allsh's Peace and Benediction be b
upon him) embraced them and cuddled them.™ :,ar
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AL (May Peace he upon him) said,

Many quuote knowledge and few note it in mind.

The most comiplete gift of Gad is life based on know-
ledye,

The innumerable fools have made the fearned very
SCarce.

The fearned man understands the ignorant for bo ves
once ignorant himsetf,

The mnorant man does not onderstand the learmed
for he was never learmed himself.

The learned men drg the hang ones i the dead mass
of Bynifaice

Knowledyge kills ignarance.

DT
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Knowledye gives litz 1o the soul.

Little knowledne of (God] damanes cond st
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Mathing excent wie lght can ever purify fife.
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To respect the learned o to respect God.
Kanowiedge creates fear of God,

Practice makes knowledge nerfect.

To teach is to learn.
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THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“The search of knowledge is the duty of every muoslim, Verily, Allah
loves the seekers of knowledge.”

ALL the teader of the faithiul (May Peace be upon him) said 0 people
know that the maturity in religion lies in the pursuit of knowledge and
putting it inta practice. Indesd! The pursuit of knowledge is more in-
cumbent upon you than endeavour for hvelibood: for, your lvelihood
has been apportioned and guarantesd by the Just One and will be pro-
vided 1o vou, Knowledge 5 stored with its possessors and you have
been commanded Lo acquire it from them,™

IMAM TAFAR AL-SADIQ {May Peace be upon him) said, "1t is incum-
bent upon you to understand well the religion of Allah; so, do not he
like the wanderers of desert. On the Day of Judgement, Allah shall not
take any motice of Him who has not understoed his religion and shall
not attach any weight to his deeds.”"

IMAM TATFAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) said, “Scholurs

| are the heirs of the prophets; for, the prophet have not left behind any

riches, but have left the inheritance of traditions; and whoever Likes
anything of it teceive 3 lot. Yet, look out from whom you get your
information. Werily, In every g»::nenition, there are just ones of us, the
House of the Prophet, who purge relizion of the distortions of fanatics,
the plagiarisms of liars and misinterpretations of the unenlightensd.”

Uil IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ {May Peace be upon him) said, “Of people,
B (here are three classes: scholars and studests — the rest are only trash.”
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TMAM JAFAR AL-SADID (May Peace be upon him) said, ““One who
acquires knowledpe, puts 1l into practice and mstructs others, for the
sake of God, he shall be surmmmoned to-s high heavenly station and taold;
“Thou Jearnt for the sake of Allah, acted for the zake of Allah and
taught peopls for His sake

IMaM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) zaid, “The
learned mdn s he, whose acts substantitate his words. ™

IMAM JATFAR AL-SADIOQ (May Peace be upon him) said, “The death
of no believer exhilaratss Satan as that of an scholar,”

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIOQ (May Frace be upon him) said, “Conversa-
tion with an scholar amongst heaps of rubbizh is better than conversing
with ignorant men on carpets and pillows, '

It is narrated from one of the Imam that Logman used to tell his son,
“My son, choose your company with insight; when you see people whe
remember God, associate with them, for if you be the more informed
amongst them, vour knowledge will benafit you, and if you ho the ig-
norant ong, they will instruct vou, and perhaps if the shadow of God's
biessing envelopes them, you will also share it, Bul, when you sce
people who are forgetful of thelr Lord, abstain from their company,
Tor, if you be the betler informed of them, your knowledge will be with
our any fruit, amd il vou be the gnorant one among them, they shall
maka you more so; and perhaps, (0 God brings on them s chastise-
ment, you will share it too,"

THE PROPHET (May Alleh’s Peace and Bepediction be upon him) saud,
“Wisit one another and do conversation sand discussion among vour-

selves, for discussion brightens the hearts after being mosted - like




swords, and their polish is discussion.”

IMAM MUHAMMAD AL-BAQIR (May Peace be upon him) said, “The
charity of knowledge is that you instruet Allah's servants.”

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (Muy Peace be upon him) said, “Beware of
twi things which destroy men: the giving of lezal judgement in & matter
according to one's guess and adhering to something with conviction (in
religion) without any knowledge "

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Feace be upon lim) said, “The pro-
phet (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be hpon him) sald, “The way
of conjecture leads to destruction, He who gives legal judgement with-
out knowing the 5brngxti?e (Qoranic verss of Prophetic tradition) from
the abrogated or, the definite from ambiguous and obhscure, feads to
the destruetion of others and himgelf,"

IMAM JA'FAR AL-SADIQ (May Peace be upon him) said, “He who
acts without knowledge {and certainty) is like hiny, who travels on with-
out knowing the way; his speed and despatch only take him further
away from his goal.”
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THE PROTHET (May Aflah's Peace and Bencdiction be upon him'} said,
“Pursuit of lawful levelihood is the duty of every Muslim, man or
wioman.”

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Benediction be upen him) said,
“Struggle for one™ family’s livelihood is like fighling in the way of
God,™

Asked, "Whose earnings are better?™, the Prophet (May Allah’s Peace
and Benediction ke him) answered, “Of him who toils with his hands™

Once when the Prophet {(May Allafi’s Peace and Benediction be upon
him) noticed something odd about 2 man, he asked, *Tioes he have a
profession?"” When answered in the negative, the prophet (May Allah's
Peace and Benediction be upon him) said, “He has fallen inmy eves,”

IHE PROPHET (May Allah's Pegce and Benediction be upon him) said,
“If ane of vou has a seedling in his hand and sees that the world's end
ias come, but finds enough time to plant it, then heshould not hesttate
(o plant ™

THE PROPHET (May Allah's Peace and Benediction be upon him) said,
“If a muslim plants a field ar & tree, and men, birds and beasts eat of it
there is charity for bim in that,”

THE PROPHET (May Allah’s Peace and Bonediction be upon him) said,
“He who eats of the toil of his hands, will on the Day of Judgement
stand with the holy prophets of Allah and be rewarded likewise.™

ALL (May Peace be upon him) said, “Mever feel ashamed (o learn some:
thing yvou do not know.”




THE PROFPHET (May Allah’s peace and benediction be upon him) once
declared, “Abominable i5 he to Allsh who chooses to live at the ex-
pense of others.™

ALT (Mav Peace be upon him) said, “By intense toil and hardwork are
attained high station and enduring leisure,'"

ALI (May Pedce be upon him) said, A momin (& troe believer) divides
his time in{o three portions: One portion in which he prayvs and wor-
ships his Lord, the second in which he strives for his livelibood, and the
third for venting his lawful desires by obtaining fair and permissible
pleasures,”

IMAM JATFAR AL-SADIO said, “It is incumbent on muslims 1o strive
for sustenance and endeavour for mutual assistance and conperation in
the cause of charity and help of the neady, and treat sach other with
affection and esteem,

IMAM JAFAR AL-SADI) (May Peace be upon him) said, “The grea-
test reward is for the service which is concealed.™
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ALI {(May Peace be upon him) said,
0 God, bless ane whose chief treasury is hopo aml
wilinze weipons are Leats.

{0 Gad, THOU art 100 grest 1o destroy one whom
Thoy last brooght up

0 Lord, nerdon such sins af ming @s impede my
prayers from reaching Thee.

0 Lond, pardoi such sins of mine as cul off my hope.

A Lodd, | approach Thee through remombrance of
by Thee.

0 Lord, | aray Thee to make me hanoy and satistied
with Thy (lestiny (in- meb.

0 Lard, Thou art guick to bles pardon one who
RIS gwns nothing but & prayer,

rkT.-] 0 Gad, wilt Thou bet fire dominaie over faces which
iizve falion flate in presence of Thy sublimity.

1 God, strengthen my limbs for Thy sennce;
And hatden my wings ta aspure ta reach Thee
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A man said to Imam Fa'far al-Sadig, “0 Son of Allah's Messenger!
Prove lo me the existance of Allah for, people argue with me in the
matter and 1 am bewildersd what to say. The Imam asked him, *“0
servant of Allah! Have vou not ever heen at sea?”

“Yes, [ have™

“And, did vou not ever suffer shipwreck, where there was no ship Lo
rzscue, and nong to come to your avail?”

"Yes "

“Yet, at that moment did not vour heart cling to 2 conviction, that

there exwsted something which had power to rid you from this misfor-
tune!?™

"“Yes", answerad the man.
“That something” is Allah, who has power to deliver where there is o
deliverance, und to reseus where there is no rescurer|™

Mufazeal, a companion, said Lo Imam Ta'far al-Sadiq (May Peace be
upom biml, “Master! somepeople claim that all creation s the work of
nature,”™ The Imam said, *Ouestion them about this *Nature’, whether
it 1z something which has knowledge and ability commensurate with its
work or not; if, they affirm to ts knowledge and ability, what prevents
them [rom acknowledging the creator, Tor all this is His Wark "

And, 1f they insst thet Natore' does its work without knowledge and
intention — though obviously ite work is full of propriety and judicious
planming — then, know that it 15 the wark of a wise Creator; and what
they call ‘Nalure® is (the sa:mat.mf}l the taws of the Parennial Creation that
He has enforced on it (ke Creation).™

Hisham bin Hakm says, “In Egvpt. there was an stheist who having
heard about Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq came to Madina for the purpose of
grvment with him, At Muadina, the min was told that the Imam fad
gone to Mecca (for the purpose of Haj), so he departed to Mecca, We
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wire with the Imam when he came. His name was Abdul-Malik {muan-

ing The King's sepvant’). When he approached shoulder to shonlder
with the Imam, the Imam asked him, “What is your name?™
“Abdul-Malik', was Lhe answer,

What s vour surname?” asked the Imam.

My surname iz Abu Abdullah’, he replicd,

‘Who is this "King’ of whom youw are the servant; is He 2 King of the
kings of the earth, or of the kings of heaven™, the Imam asked him.
*And tell me about vour son Abdullah: s he aservant of a heavenly goil
or that of an earthly one? say what you will you have o yield

Hisham says, "l told the man, “Why doo’t vou reply®, and he did net
like my words. Then, the Tmam toll him, ‘Come to me after | finish the
tawaf'. Later, the man came and sal infront of the mam and we wers
with him.™

The Imam began by asking the atheist, *Do you know that is inside the
earth and that which is above #? “The man meplied, “No, but | guess
there is nothing inside it," To this the lrmam replicd, 'Guessing is from
mcapac:it-}r to achieve any conviction, Have vou ascended to heavens?™
The mwan replied, *“No’. *Have vou descended into the earth? asked the
Imam pursuing with his question. The answer was again “No'. The
Imam exclammed, "Wonderfull!! yvou have not yet gol to the cast or the
wesl; vou have descended neither into ¢arth nor gone up to the skyvand
wou have nol gone boyond them; and heré you are disputing regarding
them! [hoes a reasonable man over dispute about something he does
not know about?”

The atheist replied, ‘Nobody besides you has ever argued with me in
this fashion,” ™

The DImam sad, “You are n doobt about something which might he or
might not,"”

‘Ferhaps®, the man admitted.”
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O man! he who does not know has no proof against him who does; the

ignorant man has no authority ™

‘0 my brother from Egypt, learn this from me that we don’t ever douht
about Allah, What! Do you not see the sun and the moomn, the day and
the night rige and et and they falter not? They are compelled o
follow their own courses, For, had they any power of movement (of
their own), why doen't they turn backwards? And, why, if they are not
compelled, does not the night turn to day and day into night?™

‘0 my Egyplian brother! by God, they are forced for ever and He who
coinpells them on 1s much more powerful and great ™

The man admitted, "You are right” ",

The Iimam continued, *0 my brother from Egypt! again if what yvou are
after i Time and imagine that it is Time {which compells sun and
moon day and night and all creation), why does time carry them only
anwards and never ever turns them back™™

‘0 my Egyptian brother! all are compelled; for (if not) why are the
skies raized high and the earth spread low? Why the sky does not fall
down to earth or the land itself sink down to lower levels? Why not the
heaven and earth ever collapse together and why not that which is on
carth persist on?™

The man bringing faith replied, ""They are all held by Allah who is their
Lord and their Master,”™

ALT (May Peace be upon him) in one of his sermons about Unity of
Ciod and His uniquencss says:

One who characterizes Him doss not consider Him unique; and he who
trizg to find His like does not grasp His reality.  He who compares Him
with others does not comprehend His mystry; and does not regard Him

as The Eternal One he who confines Him within designations in his ima-

gimation.
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That which is known by its own heing is a created thing; and that which
depends on others for its existance 15 onlv an effecl.

He acts, but without movement of organs and instruments; He decrees,
but without the nsed of a thought process. He s ricly, but not by
means of gain or banelit,

P ]

Time is not His accomplice nor He needs the prop of tools and agents.
His being precedes Time: His Existance surmounts nothmgness; and His
Eternity transcends all beginning,
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By creating of conciousness, it 13 manifest that Fle does not perceive by
senge; and by creation of opposites in phenomena it is demonstrated
that He has no opposite,  The Interrelation amongst things shows that

S

He has no associate,

e

He greated the contrasts of light and shadow, of visible and obscure,
of solidity and Cuidity, and of warmth and cold. Heis the composar of
incompatibles, uniter of opposites, joincr of extremes and disiinguisher
between the contiguous.
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Limits do not confine Him nor numbers encompass Him,  Indecd,
things delineats the limits of each other and ons thing points out only
to its like; its duration denies it durability, itz ape deprives it of
eternity, Through it (the creation), is revealed its Maker to the minds
and through it veiled from the ayesizht

Eest and motion do not appiy to Him: and how can something apply (o
Him of which heis the author; be attributable to Him while He 15 it
ariginator; and happen to Him when He hes brooght it forth, Wers it so

E s e

:IIF'-' that His Being was subjact to change, then His Essence would be subject i
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Had He had a past, a future would ensue; a need for perfection would
imply deficiency; and in that case, the mark of creature would attend
Him. Any indication of change would bear evidence against Him,
Thereby is established the impossibility of His being affected by that
which affects others. He is, who mutates not, is not subject to decline
and deocay,

He has nol begotten, and has not been begotten, He is above adeption
of sons — and immaculately above association with femalss.

Imagination cannot attain any estimation of Hun for intellects can
arrive at 4 conception in thoughts, The senses do not perceive Him; nor
can groping hands touch Him.

He does not go throush (different) states nor passes through stapes, Day
and night do not age Him; light and shadow do not change Him., Ho
cannot be characterized by constitutents, organs or bodily members;
nor, the properties of dimension, partition, exclusiveness, limit, bound,
exlremily, or termination be attributed to Him,

Verily, things do not impose themsclves upon Him that they maght
contain or carry Him: for, ift things bore Him, thev would deviate or
staighten Him, He is not in things in the sense of penetration; nor apart
from them in the gense of externslity. He communicates, but not by
help of tongue or uvula; and hears, but not through an orifice or azent,
He speaks without uttering, remembers without committing o
memory; and wills without speculating, He loves and ds pleased, but
not on account of emotion; He is wrathful and resentful, but withouat

getting disturbed,
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When He decrees (the creation of)a thing, He savs too it “Be’ and it is;
but not with a voice which strikes the ear or a cry which can be heard,
Indeed His Word, Glory be to Him, is but His created act, and its like
has nmot existed before it Flad il (the word) been in itself eternal, it
waoild be another god besides Him,

It cannot be said to Him that He came into being after cxisting nat;
for, then the characterstic of things will apply to Him, and thers would
nat be any difference betwesn Fim and they; and He would not possess
any superiorily over them; and then, the Creator and the creature
would be equal and the Originator and the ongimated stand Lopether.

He hrought forth the creation without the belp of a bormowed model;
and souzht not the help of any creature for the purpose, He created
the carth and teok held of it without getting engrossed with il and an-
chored i1 without bringiog i 1o a stand-still; and elevated ot, but with-
oot (the kelp of) pillars: and sagepuarded it again deviation ot inclina-
tion, He drew firm itz pegs (of mountsing) and imposed over it dams
and obstructions; and then, He made the streams {Tow and furrowed
desp its ravines. What He sst up nover slackens and what He streng-
thened never weakness.

He is manifest to the creation by His Authority and Greatness and
veiled fromm it through Hiz Supreme Knowledge; and prevails over
evarything due 1o His Might and Power, Nothing can fail Him by dis-
pbeying Hiz commanids and nothing cen overcome Him by denial.
Wothing can surpass Him with its spead So asto elude Him; and nothing
can fes His Authority towards snother one declining His blessing,
abstaining from any hurt that can reach it

Everyihing submits to Him and humbles itself before Him in complete




= ; =

]

surrender, And He does not need anybody's riches to maintain Himself

He has no match whoe would accompany Him: nor any equal who
would be His like,

He will anmihilate it (the Universe) after its existance, till, being will be-
come ponsbeing; and its obliteration s net more mysterious than its
creation and origin. Why, & it not a mystry that if all men, wise and
witless, and animals, bird and beat, of cvery origin and root, were to
join hands to create a mosquito, they would be incapabls of doing that;
nor they would know of a way to do thal; their intellests bafflad and
bewildered at an attempt of its understanding, they would metreat fati-
gued and regreiful, acknowledging their utter impotence to ereate it:
thus conceding even their nability to wipe it out. And indesd God,
Glary be to Him. after bringing the world te its end, will be alone; no-
Lthing remaining, as Me was before the Baginding, so will He be after its
end. Neither Time, nor Space, neither duration nor date; perinds and
moments annihilated? vears and hours having vanished; nothing remain-
Ing save Him, The Omnipotent. towards whom all things return. The
origin of ereatlon was beyond its (the creatures’) power; and its end will
come without any impediment. Had il any power to ward-off its own
end, its existance would be everlasting,

He worries not over what He makes; nor creating leaves Him tired and
exhausted.

He did not create the universe io strenglhen His Power: nor for any
fear of decline or deterioration; nor seeking help apainst an overwhelm-
ing rival, nor with a view 1o caution in face of an overpowering adver-
sary; nor for éxpansion of His Realm; nor to compete with 2 nejghbour,
nor due to solitude that he might amose Himself




He will annihilate the World after its creation: not that il was petiing
unmarageable for Him: nor to relax and rest:; not that it was too bur-
densume; nor that boredom of ils prolonged existance would induce
Him to hasten its end. Instead He, Glory be to Him, originated it on
avcount of His Grace; maintained it by Hig Commuand and shall carry it
to its conclusion by His Power. He will bring it hack after its annihila-
tion, not needing nor secking help; nor Meeing & dismal solituds to its
companionship, or from 2 plight of unawareness and abscurity towards
an state of information and contast; and neither from indigence and
need towards plenty and affluence or from disrepute and dejection to-
wards honour and alary,
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The Prophet (s the city of all Scencet and Al is the key of
15 yate

i 2 man could reach at the highest point of his know-
ledne meverthelams he would try for more.  He is always
zndious 1o remove the walls of surrounding ignorance and
to find out the ways of acqusinmtance: Thus seems the
aarnast desiee in his heart to know the cireumference and
the reasons of things. He does not like to be 3 thema of
wnorance. But with this whattome ha can try an the field
of learning he may be succeed 1o know his ignorance. And
1o furnish the necessary knowledge he finds himself in 2

state.of thirsty, Firstuf all l'u_! hﬁ_;l:;tﬂqu!i_t.tlﬁ.ﬁii_1h'i.l'ﬂinli )

tash for this. - A -mmetlm'gs it had: happened that he fost
himself &0 this way. hml eould ot Tulfill his wishes 1o

lecome pertect in ﬂu:fluli The I:ml1|| mthat can lead im
ta “his noal, the rnglm-,u{ exterial Hl_uritl and to let him
underetand that howe he s 10 five with others; so that he
can faee the ditficulties in a good manner under @ suitabile
programime, that is, to paddic the way which is led by the
piophets. The prophets were guifle,dl by the revelation im-
parted 1o man by this direct operation. They are in connec:
tion with the creator of the world, and they elearify sl
realities according to the human wisdam and camgrahen:
sign of his mind. With his content hearl and sprituel power
that zan not bear the failure state. Man fad geined a grest
desl tram the school of orophets. And to some =xtent he
is cantinuing hit material and spritual life siccessfully in the
wiilil of nature, The proohetshad guided the humanity in
the caurss of time stcording o the necessities of their

time, The Frophet established 2 schiool of ideal aml magral
thaughts with his complete book that beads the humanity

1o the path of salution and is able to maintain all materisl
anil spritual necessities in every agh, By following this




schoul the humanbeing can diminish the ignorance and
untleestand the misterious realities of the workd,

T peatect the husy end officious humanity in the fiekl
of education and science from ap misquidance in the way
of his mission and to provide him the facility 1o follow the
valuable schoal of the Haly Prophet that bisd heen astab-
lished by him and discriminated by b teaching without
facing any difficulty by the arder of God Holy Prophat in-
troducad Hasrat Al and apnounced in a cleas-cot way thet
aceontding o God 5 will be I'uurl:!ad thi city of knnwdedge.
I is necessary for every I:II"IB_.'I'I'|II1 Wit to learn somethiii
waluable and ia know the reslities that Almighty God had -
toli him {ie, the Holy Prophét) to g0 to the doar bf

~ Hazrat Ali's howes and t gosueh his thivst by this oeean 0%
" soranges and hnowledge,

Holy Fraghet professed this reality on in-numberabis
acgasiong in ditfarent weords and all traditionals has narat:
ol it i e valozble books.

On the occasion of Hudaibia, the great & anthorty of
Kslamic world, Jabir who was called the “tene saesse™ by
the Holy Proghet, says that he saw the Holy Proohet took
the hand of Hazrai Ali in his hand on the same ocoasion

and gaid: “He iz the leader of all virtuous neaole and the
hilbee of erube and demon anes. Who helps fim, will be
helped and who hate: Bim will be hated i the both worlds?
Then I took-a cold broath snd snnouneed loudly: ) am
the ety of all sciences and Al 5 itsgate, Whoever wants te
lzarn scignces must come through the gate,

I anpther traditian cancarming the same solject, Haly
Proohet referrad the verse of Hely Quran which says:
“Enter the houses by thelr pates)” and mid that acearding 1o
diwine |zw the entranee must be frough the gates.
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In another tadition the Haby Prophet swslaned that
thiey who elzim: “we entered the ity of knowledge by the

A=

way whith ic otiier than the Ali's way.' are corminly wWrong.

Qfcourse the Shins reached to this reality. They are con-
cerned with Hazrat Alidesply and wants fo learn the Divine-
1y sciences by hime They have got their way towands the
house of Hazrat Ali from where the stream of Divinely
stiwnces is Hown, Thers they can quench their thirst easily
according to their capacity. Thus the Heavenly light descends
upon their hearts and enlightens them, They naver go

astray and never be misguided.
Frovhethood and Imamate is not seoaratzd bt in fact
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ihe ot is the complement of the formes as the veise of
Huly Cuzran says:
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“Today | did comlets yaur religion for you and finished
ey eopig us grant and generogty; and | chased |stam as your
religion:”

Biro Saved Khnitrs witnesed that this werse descended
i 1k Ghatderr-e-Khum e Mecea,
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Thare 1% a rose buench that & picked up from the garden
il Hazrat Al for the researchers amd seientist abaut ali

Apinrces, aml we are offering it as 3 present of Eid-e-Ghadeer
the dav when the Haly Pronhet feund the best appoitumty
{0 annaiince the Imamate of Hagrat Al very clearly for the
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woild and for all of his commasions.
Al respectable hoaks of Shis and Sunnies had been men-

tioned continuously that the Haly Prophet ssid: “Whoss 1
am master this Ali 1z alsa his master’” -0°God love him who
loves Ali, and be enormy to him who hate All,. 0%poaple you
are ordered 1o fallow and obey AL’ Every one who wents
to enter b the way of dervice for the sake of humanity and
want to ohtin both the sprituzl and material success, must
hava 1o follow these shori, moral and ideal syings.
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