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INTRGDUCTION

HAVING ransated eto Urdu e two well-hnown works of Sa'di. e Dinan of Hafiz anc
several vther Persian prose-works. and hav.ng receved cpvcuragement from my eaders, ] have emberked
or 4 task mwre didliedt to accomplisn. tracslating the cpws of Mauiane Jalus ai-Dho Rum: My long
and  sustarned efforts are begiiang to yidd result wark this volume which goves the tex: of the First

Bouk of the Marnngn: aling with Urdis transtatios

Taanelating the Masnaar s ditheail avt .nlv because of 115 velume—cthere bewng about 26,000
couplets—bul' alse becanse of the subliely 7 thought :avaned  No douist Urdu irans'anons of the
Mathnan i, Beth i prose and serse, cans, b ey hardly LB the aun § heve n view: o present the
thoughts of Rumiar a simple, ditect, huad style in the moadern idiom, withoui rsort to Jong eaplana.
tiwns and anmotations, 1] have succeedd : my wim i the presea yelume, | shal try to publah the

remaiming volumes in duc course.

A work that basinspired generarion «iler gereraion and east dexz and wile infueace for wven
hundred years. the Murhmani stands Tudus s oro of tie mos) outstanding priedosts of Mushm  mystica)
thaught  Duclated by Maulang Jalal al Dia Rum., who was born in Walkh in 6043207, during the last
devade of hos life 1o tus pupd Husdm ai-Dnn Havan, e Muthaaws 5 an encyealpacdia of metaphysics,
besides beang @ greut myseat and didaene poem Matiphyscat guestions have beer heautfuliy answered,
olen 4t greal iength, i the form of stories and parabie, Comung at the end of Ruma's il {4 672/1271),
i #nshrines the wisduin ganed by him during more than half a veniury of study and aoreric saperience.

Rume's Tainer, Baha aeDin Walad, b2iag a man of Warming and z sqf hrmseil, Rumi's first
ACQUAINTURSE Wilh aufism MUS! hive come from ho father. 1he Aight af the famuly trom Balkk, because
of the threa: of the Moangohan invasion, to Ouoys in Tures by wiy of importan: Islamic centies
provided Rumi the apportunity of studying other straams of mystical thosght,  Alter the death of his
faiber in 628 1230, he became 2 ¢isuiple of Hurhai al Dun Muhaqgiy Tumidit who paysd rhe way for
Ruat's Lranaformetiun which ook plade on hi mecting the greal mystic Shams al-Din Tabrizi in
6421244 1t was Shams al-Din Tabrzr whe  disclused o his newest and must promising disciple the
mysteries of divine lave which 1s the MEPPINR-SlNe and 4 recurting theme of the Marhaan:,

The Marknawi sings not only of lave which is the essence of crealion but deals with a great many
questions thal we have often asked 10 our lonehne.s—questions abaut pur wWeatiny, our free will, our
place in the world, and the narure of the world wselr People in the acons to come, as in the seons pas,
will cortiniue Lo ask these guesicns, 4nd ag long as these questions are asked & bouk hke the Manawi
will vontinue to be a vade-mecum.  The Mothnawi has bzen 1t for s$0 many decades in Muskim COUBLTies
whete Persiun is understood, and promises to continue to enlightea many more people who, mspite of
the so-called knowledge expiosion, are suill far from any clearer understanding of (he metaphysical pro-
blema.  Isay so-called knowledge explosion’, because reat knowicdge according to Istam consisis in
whderstamding the dlernal truths,  And sioee these eternal Iruths are sought by men everywhere, the
Maoinnani has o wniversal appeai, 10 which its  numergus transiations in English and other langueges
sty

Ehepe the present volume will serve o kindie 1nterest i Rumi's teachings i a wider wrcle gnd

ficlp o betier understanding of the probiems man has pereniodly faved.  IT 17 does that, my edorrs wiil
et hase been wasted

SANALY HLSAIN

A
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