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S 3 S FAE S S
Hadhrat Abu Zar:

An excerpt from Ibn Kahldun’s history will serve to clarify the
misunderstanding related to Hadhrat Abu Zar: One of the
alleagations against Hadhrat Uthman was that he first extradited
Hadhrat Abu Zar to Syria and then from Madina to Rabzah. What had
actually compelled Hadhrat Uthman to take such a drastic action was
Hadhrat Abu Zar’s stark piety, his readiness to induce people to face
hardships and his missionary zeal to force people to lead the life of a
recluse in this world of noise and bustle. It was one of his pet lines
that no one was entitled to hoard more than a day’s stock of
previsions. He used to deliver fire and brim-stone sermons against
hoarding silver and gold. His harangues were based on virtue and

piety but Ibn Saba capitalized on his simplicity. He visited him
frequently and provoked him against Hadhrat Mu’awiyyah. He used

to din into his ears Hadhrat Mu’awiyyah’s catch-phrase that
everything belonged to Allah was only a diplomatic ploy to grap

goods for personal use and to wriggle out of his commitment to
spend them on the Muslims. He apologized and promised that in
future he would replace it by the slogan that all goods belonged to
Muslims. lbn Saba also tried to poison the mind of Hadhrat Abu
Aldard and Hadhrat Ubadah bin Samit but they reprimanded him.
Hadhrat Ubadah caught hold of him and took him to Hadhrat Ubadah
caught hold of him and took him to Hadhrat Mu’awiyyah and told him
that he was the man who had provoked Hadhrat Abu Zar against him.
When Hadhrat Abu Zar intensified his maligning campaign against
Hadhrat Mu’awiyyah, he lodged a complaint with Hadhrat Uthman
who summoned him and told him: What’s the matter? The natives of
Syria complain against you. After Abu Zar had tendered his
explanation, Hadhrat Uthman said: People cannot be force to live like
recluses. It is my duty to arbitrate among them in accordance with
divine commands and to persuade them to lead moderate lives.
Hadhrat Ahu Zar replied: I'll be pleased with the affluent only when
they spend all their wealth on good deeds, treat their Muslims
brothers and neighbours humanely and show mercy to them. On
hearing this K’aab Ahbar replied that anyone who fulfilled his duties
in fact fulfilled his obligations. At this Abu Zar clubbed him so
harshly that his head was injured. He also said to him: O son of a
Jewish woman! What do you know about these matters? Hadhrat
Uthman apologized to K’aab and begged him to condone the injury
which he readily condoned. Then Hadhrat Abu Zar sought Hadhrat
Uthman’s permission to leave Madinah and explained that the




Prophet (peace be upon him) had commanded him to leave Madinah
when the buildings in the town extended as far as the mountain of
Sila.

Hadhrat Uthman gave him permission to leave. He confined himself
to a spot at Rabzah and constructed a mosque there.

Hadhrat Uthman despatched him a number of camels and appointed
two slaves to serve him, and also fixed from the public exchequer a
stipend for him. Hadhrat Abu Zar also visited Madinah off and on.
This is the reality but the Sabais have given it the complexion of an
allegation against Hadhrat Uthman.

The details illuminate different facets of the problem:

Hadhrat Abu Zar fell into the trap laid by Abdullah bin Saba on
account of his piety and simplicity and became susceptible to

provocation a his hands.

Hadhrat Abu Zar invited people to do things which had been done
neither by the companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) nor
by Muslims rulers. Even Hadhrat Ali during his tenure failed to act
out these eccentricities. In other words, Hadhrat Abu Zar was asking
people to do the impossible.

The views and opinions of Hadhrat Abu Zar were marked by a rare
degree of violence. A practical demonstration of his violent nature
was the amount of beating he inflicted on K’aab Ahbar.....
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ABDALLAH IBN SABA
By : Hartwig Hirschfeld
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A Jew of Yemen, Arabia, of the seventh century, who settled in Medina and
embraced Islam. Having adversely criticized Calif Othman's administration,
he was banished from the town. Thence he went to Egypt, where he founded
an antiothmanian sect, to promote the interests of Ali. On account of his
learning he obtained great influence there, and formulated the doctrine that,
just as every prophet had an assistant who afterward succeeded him,

Mohammed's vizier was Ali, who had therefore been kept out of the califate

by deceit. Othman had no legal claim whatever to the califate; and the
general dissatisfaction with his government greatly contributed to the spread

of Abdallah's teachings. Tradition relates that when Ali had assumed power,
Abdallah ascribed divine honors to him by addressing him with the words,
"Thou art Thou!" Thereupon Ali banished him to Madain. After Ali's
assassination Abdallah is said to have taught that Ali was not dead but alive,
and had never been killed; that a part of the Deity was hidden in him; and
that after a certain time he would return to fill the earth with justice. Till
then the divine character of Ali was to remain hidden in the imams, who
temporarily filled his place. It is easy to see that the whole idea rests on that
of the Messiah in combination with the legend of Elijah the prophet. The
attribution of divine honors to Ali was probably but a later development, and
was fostered by the circumstance that in the Koran Allah is often styled "Al-
Ali" (The Most High).




Bibliography: Shatrastani al-Milal, pp. 132 et seq. (in Haarbriicken's
translation, i. 200-201);

Weil, Gesch. der Chalifen, i. 173-174, 209, 259.
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