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ISLAAMI AADAAB (ISLAAMIC ETIQUETTE)

REVIEW
By
Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Abdur Ra oof Ghaznawi Saheb
(daamat barakaatuhum)

I had the opportunity to browse through selected sections of
this Kitaab, Islaami Aadaab, and Masha-Allaah, the author
Muhtaram Janaab Moulana Muhammad Zubair Saheb (May
Allaah Ta'ala reward him in his efforts) has made a very fine
and successful effort. He has compiled the Islaamic etiquettes,
citing from the Qur’aan Majeed, Sunnat and the Akaabireen-e-
Ummat.

It is sad that many Muslims today have sacrificed and
abandoned the Islaamic etiquettes insofar as eating, drinking,
socialising, appearance, character, etc., etc in favour of the
western cultures and their ways. By making blind Taqleed of
the West, they have acquired un-Islaamic manners and
etiquettes, which is indeed a great shame.

The said author, who has concern for the Deen and is a young
graduate, has discerned the need of the Ummat and made them
aware that their everlasting success, peace, contentment and
final success lies only in adopting and inculcating the Islaamic
etiquettes and culture, and that their disgrace in this world and
hereafter lies in abandoning the same.

May Allaah Ta'ala accept this effort of the said author and
make it a means for the guidance of the Ummat and of their
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success in this world and in the hereafter. Aameen Thumma
Aameen.

Written by Abdur Raoof Al-Ghaznawi (May Allaah Ta ala
Jorgive him)

Servant of Jamia Uloom Islaamia Allaama Binori Town
Karachi

REVIEW
By
Hadhrat Moulana Mufti Radhaa-ul-Haqq Saheb (daamat
barakaatuhum)

Hadhrat Moulana Zubair Saheb, graduate of Jamia Uloom
Islaamia Binoori Town, Karachi and also of Daarul Uloom
Zakariyyah, South Africa, had compiled this detailed work on
Islaamic etiquettes which encompasses (a believer’s life) from
birth to the grave and Janaazah.

The author is himself an embodiment of excellent Islaamic
etiquette, character, knowledge and practice. He has been
blessed with concern for the Deen, service in the path of Allaah
Ta'ala and respect for his Asaatiza. Whatever, Moulana Saheb
has in his heart and bosom, he has presented in book-form.

Nowadays there is no shortage of Kitaabs on Deeni subjects.
Those Kitaabs which our Akaabireen yearned for, are mere
pawns of show in the book-shelves of our students of today.
Nevertheless, the need for such kitaabs will always remain,
which pertain to the deeds and character of the Muslims,
because such Kitaabs are a must for every home. Moulana
Saheb has made etiquette, character and Islaamic deeds the
subject matter of his book. The contents of this Kitaab are
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simple and in plain language which can easily be understood by
all, and thereby it can be beneficial to everyone.

All the brothers of Moulana Zubair Saheb are involved in some
or the other Khidmat of Deen and it is hoped that full benefit is
derived from his works.

I make dua to Allaah Ta'ala that He accept this Kitaab and
make it useful and functional for all and that He make it a
treasure in the hereafter.

Radhaa-ul-Haqq (May Allaah Ta ala forgive him)
Servant of Hadith and Iftaa, Daarul Uloom Zakariyya
South Africa

REVIEW
By
Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad Azhar Saheb (daamat
barakaatuhum)

Allaah Rabbul Izzat has blessed us with Deenul Islaam for our
success in this world and the Aakhirah. There are various
branches in the Deen, amongst them are correcting our Agaaid,
dealings (social and monetary), Ibaadaat, character and
etiquettes. The entire Deenul Islaam is adab (good moral
character), and the person who is devoid of adab is deprived of
the mercy of Allaah Ta'ala. The etiquette of every action holds
the rank of wudhu to Salaat. The society which existed during
the era (prior to) Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) was such
that no nation in the world wanted to rule over them, but after
that society was beautified with the Qur'aan Majeed and
Sunnat, then they became a paragon and example for the rest of
the world to follow and admire. “So if they believe in the like of
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that which you believe, then they are rightly guided.” [Surah
Bagarah, Aayat 137]

In the Qur aan Majeed, Allaah Ta"ala had shown us the various
etiquettes of actions; the etiquette of greeting, the etiquettes of
entering and leaving the home, the etiquette of Shar’i
concealment, the etiquettes of returning from hajj, the etiquette
of speaking to elders, the etiquettes of recitation in Salaat, etc.,
etc.

The Sunnat of Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) is also replete
with various etiquettes; etiquettes for entering the Musjid,
meeting dignitaries, socialising with our families, respect for
elders and mercy on the young, etc., etc. As Allaah Ta'ala
states in the Qur aan Majeed regarding Nabi (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam), “And verily you are on an exalted standard of
character.”

One will find guidance in every aspect of life in the Sunnat of
Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam). Alhamdulillah, in every era,
the Muhadditheen and Ulama-e-Kiraam had, under the
guidance of the Qur aan Majeed and Sunnat, shown the Ummat
the correct Path and shown the way and example of acquiring
Jannat.

In this line, our companion, Moulana Muhammad Zubair Saheb
had made an earnest effort at compiling the various pearls of
wisdom and brought them into one Kitaab, “Islaamic
Etiquettes”, which is a necessity in every home. A life without
fulfilling the rights and etiquettes of society, is one of
Jahannum.
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We implore Allaah Ta"ala that He accept and bless this effort
of Moulana Zubair Saheb (daamat barakaatuhum) and make it a
source of salvation in both the worlds.

Servant Muhammad Azhar (May Allaah Ta ala forgive him)
Graduate of Jaamia Faaroogqia, Karachi
27 Ramadhaan 1424

COMPILER’S PREFACE

There is no doubt that Islaam is one such pure Deen, which
comprises of many virtues and etiquettes. Regarding every
aspect of life, and for every individual, be they small or big,
male or female, there are such blessed etiquettes and decorum,
which cannot be found in any other religion, other than Islaam.

Islaam therefore invites us to inculcate these various etiquettes
and practice on them, so that our existence becomes one of
complete perfection and we become complete believers. The
inculcation of these etiquettes would create lustre in our
characters and we will become beloved and revered by all who
come into contact with us.

The reason why we entitled this Kitaab, Islaamic Etiquettes, is
so that people may bring these into practical existence. Without
doubt these etiquettes, insofar as their benefits are concerned,
hold a high rank and significance for the Ummat of Muhammad
(sallallahu alaihi wasallam). It is only appropriate that each and
every etiquette be brought into practice.

In this regard, Imaam Kirmaani (rahmatullah alayh) writes in
his Kitaab, Al-Faarooq, “Etiquette is higher and greater in
rank and importance than the action.” It is for this reason that
a small act which is carried out with the required etiquette, is
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by far more meritorious and rewarding than the multitude of
acts which are devoid of etiquette.

A buzrug, addressing his son, once said, “O my beloved son!
Carry out your action with the (required) efiquette in this
proportion that the deed is the salt in the flour, and the
efiquette is (as much as) the flour.” That is, as much salt there
would be, that much must be the deed be and as much flour
there would be, that much etiquettes there must be. In other
words, every action must have more etiquette than the actual
deed.

Hadhrat Abdur Rahmaan bin Qaasim (rahmatullah alayh) says
that he remained in the service of Imaam Maalik (rahmatullah
alayh) for 20 years, of which 18 years was spent in learning
etiquettes and the balance in acquiring knowledge.

Imaam Shaafi (rahmatullah alayh) states that Imaam Maalik
(rahmatullah alayh) told him, “O Muhammad! You should
practice in proportion to flour (in bread) and your knowledge
should be the salt.” That is, much action must be carried out on
little knowledge. Here action refers to etiquette.

Our beloved Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said to the
Sahaabah (radhiallahu anhum), “When you go to meet your
fellow brother, then you should wear nice and clean clothes.
Keep your conveyance in order, so that you may hold a good
standing (in the eyes of the) people. Indeed Allaah Ta ala does
not like unmannerly, obscene and frivolous behaviour.” [Abu
Dawood, vol. 2, page 211]

It is therefore appropriate that a Muslim appear in good

standing (insofar as character is concerned), bright countenance
and a pleasant disposition in front of others. (In other words, a
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Muslim must be recognised for what he is by his mere
appearance and etiquettes).

We make dua that this treatise be of benefit to the masses and
the learned alike, and that Allaah Ta ala grant us all the good
fortune to tread in the teachings and Sunnat of Nabi (sallallahu
alayhi wasallam). Aameen.

Muhammad Zubair Abdul Majid Zamzami

DISOBEDIENCE TO PARENTS AND THE DOOR TO
JANNAT

“Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu) narrates that Nabi
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said, “That person who awakes (in
the morning) in the condition that he is obedient to Allaah with
regard to his parents, (i.e. he treats them well in accordance to
the Shariah), then he has made the morning in such a condition
that the doors of Jannat are opened for him. If one of his
parents are alive and he reaches the morning in such a
condition that he is obedient to Allaah regarding his parent,
then he has reached the morning in such a condition that one
door of Jannat is opened for him. As for the person who
reaches the morning in such a condition that he is disobedient
to Allaah Ta ala regarding his parents (i.e. he is disobedient to
his parents) then he has reached the morning in the condition
that the doors of Jahannum are opened for him. If one of his
parents are alive and he reaches the morning in such a
condition that he is disobedient to Allaah regarding his parent,
then he has reached the morning in such a condition that one
door of Jahannum is opened for him.” One person asked, ‘Even
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if his parents have oppressed him? (That is, will this ruling still
apply in that case?)’

Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) replied by repeating thrice,
‘Even if his parents had oppressed him, even if his parents had
oppressed him, even if his parents had oppressed him.’”
[Baihaqi / Mishkaat Shareef, page 421]

Note: This Hadith Shareef adequately shows the virtues (and
importance of) service, obedience and good relations with
parents. It also shows the detrimental effects of disobedience to
them and of causing them grief. The last portion of the Hadith
which states that disobedience and grief caused to the parents
open the doors of Jahannum, even if they are oppressive, does
not mean that it is permissible or acceptable that parents
oppress their children. If parents are guilty of oppressing their
children, then they will certainly be taken to task and punished
by Allaah Taala for this crime of theirs.

The children should look at and consider their responsibilities
to their parents. If the parents are not properly fulfilling their
rights, then they should be aware of it. In essence, this advice
and counsel is imperative and necessary for the smooth
functioning of society as a whole; that every individual
consider only the rights and duties he owes to others and he
should not be concerned with or worry about how others have
treated him. If every individual and every junior and senior
practice on this advice, then Insha-Allaah, everyone’s life will
be peaceful and comfortable.

Since the parents were the medium of bringing the children into
this world, and Allaah Ta ala had instructed excellent relations
with them, after fulfilling the obligatory acts of ibaadat,
therefore the murderer (of his parent/s) is counted amongst
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those persons who will be the most severely punished on the
Day of Qiyaamah.

The punishment for the disobedience and
recalcitrance will be meted out in this world

“It has been reported from Abu Bakrah (radhiallahu anhu) that
Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said, ‘Allaah Ta ala forgives
all sins as He wishes, except recalcitrance to parents. Indeed
He hastens the punishment for the perpetrator (recalcitrant
child) in this world, before he/she dies.’” [Baihaqi / Mishkaat
Shareef, page 421]

Note: There is a narration which states that none is more
worthy of being punished in this world for any sin, than the one
who oppresses and breaks family ties. The perpetrator of these
two sins is punished right here in this world, and there is also
punishment stored for him/her in the hereafter, as well. When
he reaches there, another punishment will be waiting.

It is clear that the punishment for disobedience to parents and
breaking family ties is received in both, this world and the
hereafter. Nowadays, many plans and strategies are devised and
implemented in order to safeguard ourselves from calamities
and misfortunes, but we simply ignore the real causes and
reasons for all the problems that beset us.

The person who is disobedient to parents will
not enter Jannat

“It has been reported by Abdullaah Bin Umar (radhiallahu
anhu) who said that Rasulullaah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam)
said, ‘The one who reminds others of his generosity, is
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recalcitrant (to his parents) or is a habitual alcoholic, will not
enter Jannat.”” [Mishkaat Shareef]

Note: It is a sin to remind and harp on a good turn, favour or
generosity done to someone. If someone gives charity and then
seeks a return or reminds (the recipient thereof), then he
(donor) will be deprived of any reward (from Allaah Ta ala). It
is stated in the Qur'aan Majeed, “O you who believe! Do not
destroy your charities by reminders of your generosity or by
injury...” [Surah Baqarah, 264]

Many people are in the habit of reminding of their generosity.
They do a little good and remember it a thousand times. They
only ‘throw water’ over their little good actions by constantly
reminiscing about it. In the end, the poor are not as much
benefited by the charity as the person who gave and reminded
about it is punished.

This Hadith states that the person who reminds about his
generosity, is disobedient to parents and a habitual alcoholic,
will not enter Jannat. That is, they will not be amongst the first
to enter into Jannat. If they die with Imaan, then they will only
enter Jannat after having suffered punishment in Jahannum.

Reminding others of the favours and generosity shown to them
applies to family and non-family. This is a sin, under all
circumstances, and it is a barrier to Jannat. As mentioned in the
preceding Hadith, those who disobey their parents will be
punished in this world and in the hereafter. Those who are
involved in this sin, should repent and seek forgiveness from
their parents and rectify themselves in the future.

This Hadith also mentions a habitual alcoholic, whose habit
will prevent him from entering Jannat. Those who fall under
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the ambit of this Hadith and consume and give others alcohol,
should reflect on the words of the Hadith and repent.

We should be ever-thankful to our parents who are most worthy
of our thanks, since they were the means of our existence. It
was through their efforts and under their watchful eyes that we
have grown up. They had undergone countless sufferings and
toiled endlessly to nurture us. Their sacrifices and status
deserves that we hold them in the highest esteem and express
our gratitude to them. This is precisely the reason why Allaah
Ta'ala had coupled gratitude to Him with gratitude to our
parents. Allaah Ta ala states in the Qur'aan Majeed, “That you
make shukr to Me and your parents.”

We should make a concerted effort to always keep our parents
happy, and never court their displeasure by acting contrary to
their desires and wishes. More especially when they reach old-
age and their habits change, should we not do anything which
displeases them or makes them unhappy.

“And when any one of the two of them (your parents) or both of
them reach old-age by you, then do not say to them, ‘Oof” and
do not scold (or rebuff) them.” [Surah Israeel, Aayat 23]

Generally in old age, people tend to become more sensitive and
owing to weakness, etc. they may become irritable. Taking
these factors into consideration, one should be extra careful in
words and actions when dealing with one’s parents.

Parents should be served with life and soul. If you are afforded
this opportunity (to serve parents in their old-age), then this in
itself is a blessing in that you can earn Jannat for yourself and
acquire the Pleasure of Allaah Taala. Service to parents earns
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The first one supplicated and said that he had two aged parents
who were weak and frail and were living with him, together
with his little children. He would tend the sheep daily and upon
returning home in the evening, he would bring milk home. He
would always feed his parents first and thereafter the rest of his
family.

He said that one day he was unduly delayed and upon his
return, both his parents were asleep. He did not want to disturb
their sleep or give the milk to his children to drink, before his
parents drank, so he waited for them to awaken right until the
time of Fajr. He pleaded to Allaah Taala that if He was pleased
with this action which he did solely for His pleasure then
Allaah Ta'ala should remove their obstruction. The boulder
shifted slightly, but not enough for them to come out.

The second person supplicated and said that he had a female
cousin to whom he was attracted. One day she came to him for
a loan out of desperation. He agreed to give her 1000 dirhams
on the condition that she submits herself to him. At first she
refused, but later she was forced to agree owing to her
desperate situation. He gave her 100 dinars and as he was about
to commit the foul act with her, she told him to fear Allaah
Ta"ala. He did not continue with his vile intentions and let her
¢0. He asked Allaah Ta'ala that if He accepts this act of his
done for His pleasure then He should remove their obstruction.
The boulder shifted slightly, but not enough for them to come
out.

The third person supplicated that he had once taken a labourer
to work for him. The labourer asked for his wages and when he
took out the money to give him, the man walked off, leaving it
behind. He then used that money as capital and built on it, until
it accumulated to a substantial amount in livestock, etc. The
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labourer eventually returned and asked for his outstanding
wages. He was told to take whatever he could see. He told his
hirer not to make fun of him. He was told that all of it belonged
to him, and he took it all away. The man then asked Allaah
Taala if He was pleased with this act which was done for His
pleasure then he should remove their obstruction. The boulder
shifted slightly, and this time it was sufficient for them to come
out.

A pious girl who had fulfilled her father’s debt

A man had passed away leaving some debts. At the time of his
demise none of his heirs were present and he also did not leave
any wealth behind in order to pay off his debts. After some
time, one if his creditors who was desperately in need of his
dues, was told to go to the deceased man’s sons, all of whom
were wealthy, and ask them if they would perhaps fulfil their
father’s debts.

Out of desperation, the creditor went to the eldest son and told
him of his father’s outstanding debt. The son said that he had
nothing to give him. The man made an earnest plea to him and
told him that the amount was small compared to his vast wealth
and that he could also recoup the proportionate shares from his
brothers. The son became rude and insisted that he had nothing
to give.

The creditor then went the other sons and all of them turned out
to be worse the previous ones.

The man lost hope of ever retrieving his money. Someone then
suggested that he go the deceased man’s daughter and speak to
her husband. Perhaps, the daughter will come to her deceased
father’s aid. The creditor then approached the daughter’s
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husband and presented his case, explaining also his meetings
with the deceased’s sons. The man explained the situation to
his wife, who immediately went to her room and accumulated
all her jewellery and also removed the jewellery that she had on
her hands and body and placed all of it in a container. She told
her husband to tell the creditor that he must sell all the gold and
silver and take whatever amount her father was owing him. If
there was excess then he should return it to her and if there was
still a deficiency, then he should come back and inform them.

The man took the jewellery, but he felt guilty and doubted
whether he could use this money or not. He went to a buzrug
and explained the entire situation to him, querying whether it
was permissible for him to use the proceeds of the jewellery or
not.

The buzrug asked the man the exact amount owed to him, and
he paid the man in full from his own pocket, telling him to
return the jewellery to the lady informing her that she had
fulfilled the right of her deceased father. The buzrug also made
much dua for her and her offspring.

Sadqah and charity given on behalf of one’s
parents

Just as dua benefits the deceased, so too does the discharging of
charity on their behalf. To give charity on behalf of one’s
deceased is an act which merits great reward. Someone asked
Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam):

“My parents have passed away. If 1 give charity on their

behalf will they benefit?” Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam)
replied in the affirmative. The man then said, “I have a date-
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orchard and I make you witness that that 1 am giving this
orchard in charity on behalf of my parents.”

One of the ways of doing good towards one’s deceased parents
is to maintain good relations with their friends and fulfil their
rights.

Honouring the friends of one’s parents

It is reported in Saheech Muslim from Abdullaah bin Dinaar
(radhiallahu anhu) that a Bedouin met Hadhrat Abdullaah bin
Umar (radhiallahu anhu) on the road to Makkah and Hadhrat
Abdullaah (radhiallahu anhu) made Salaam to him and placed
him on his mule and put his turban on the Bedouin’s head.
When Hadhrat Abdullah bin Dinaar saw this he exclaimed,
“May Allah Ta ala have mercy on you. This is a poor Bedouin
and he would have been content with any little which you give
him.” Hadhrat Abdullah bin Umar (radhiallahu anhu) replied,
“His father was a good friend of my father, Hadhrat Umar
(radhiallahu anhu) and I had heard Rasulullah (sallallahu
alayhi wasallam) saying that the best of virtuous acts is to
maintain good relations and kindred with the friends of one’s
parents.”

If a father is poverty stricken or very ill such that he cannot
financially support himself, and he has no wealth then, whether
he is a Muslim or a kaafir, it is Waajib for his sons to support
him. Allah Taala says in the Qur aan Majeed, “And treat them
(vour parents) with goodness in this world.” [Surah Lugmaan,
Aayat 15]

Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said, “Your children are a

gift bestowed upon you by Allaah Ta'ala. If you have a need for
wealth then their wealth is yours.” This Hadith proves that if
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one’s parents are helpless and not able to earn anything, it is
Waajib upon the children to support them. However, it is
inappropriate for the parents to take from the children’s wealth
with out reason or dire need. It is a different matter however if
their children consent to the general usage in their wealth, and
do not mind their parents using from their wealth as they
please. Nevertheless spending on themselves and their families
come before that of their parents.

An anecdote of a hoy from the Ahle Qaseem and
his father

There was a young lad who had moved away from his
hometown from a young age and lived elsewhere, where he had
established himself in business. His father was a peasant who
had many dependants (wives and children).

A severe drought befell the village where the father lived and
the poor man became heavily indebted, due to his constrained
circumstances. The young lad (the peasant’s son) who lived in
another area had no connection with his father and was thus
unaware of his situation. This peasant had always been kind
and held good relations with his own parents.

When the peasant’s debts became overwhelming, he could not
even leave his house safely without being hounded by creditors.
The old man thought of his son and decided to make contact
with him. He selected a villager who new the area well and
they came to an agreement that for a certain fee he would
deliver a letter to the peasant’s son and bring back his reply.

The villager then set off with the letter and after some time
reached the old man’s son. He handed him the letter in which

the peasant shared all his grief and sorrows. Whatever
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misunderstandings that existed between the father and son had
melted away. The son read the letter and his mind started
racing, thinking of a plan to give the impression to this villager
that he himself was in need and could not offer much to his
peasant father.

The boy said to the villager, “My father desires money,
however besides bread 1 have nothing else to offer him. If he
asked me for bread, I would happily present it to him but since
he requires money, I am unfortunately unable to offer him

3

any.

The lad then went and prepared a big loaf of bread, placing
therein 200 gold coins. He also gave the villager sufficient
provisions so that on his journey he would have no need for this
bread, which was intended for his father. He was an intelligent
boy.

The villager then returned and presented the peasant with his
son’s reply. The peasant’s friends and family were all gathered
around him. The peasant told the villager, “Don’t bother with
the letter, just give me whatever else he gave you.” The
villager told the man, “I did not find your son to be soft-hearted
and generous, rather I found him to be to the contrary.”

The peasant then said, “Give to me whatever he has given you
(to give me).” The old man said this, reposing full trust in
Allaah Ta'ala.

The villager said that he only had one loaf of bread by him.
Saying so, he stood up and went to fetch the bread, which was

fairly large and heavy.

The peasant broke open the bread and all the gold coins came
out. Upon seeing this, the villager exclaimed, “I take an oath in
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the Name of Allaah Ta'ala, had I known that there was gold in
the bread my intention would have corrupted, or dacoits would
have ambushed me and stolen everything.”

Allaah Ta'ala had preserved this wealth owing to the
intelligence of the lad.

The peasant then settled all his debts and Allah Ta"ala further
blessed him with much Barkat such that he gained affluence.
The son was also blessed by Allah Ta ala and became much
more wealthy.

Excellent relations with the father

A boy used to treat his father with excellent character and
behaviour and the father realized, appreciated and noticed this
behaviour of his son. The father reached the ripe old age of 90
years and his son became even more compassionate towards
him.

One day when the father awoke he found it to be an extremely
hot day and his body started perspiring. The son gently wiped
the perspiration from his father so as not to cause him any
discomfort. The father then exclaimed, “Alhamdulillah, today
vou have surpassed me. I had also treated my father with the
utmost respect and served him well. I had done all that you had
done for me besides the act which you carried out today, of
Jurtively wiping my perspiration. You have now attained
excellence over me. May Allah Ta'ala bless you and your

offspring.”

Allah Taala had accepted this supplication of the old man and
blessed his son with an obedient and well mannered son.
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Similarly, O Muslims! Treat your parents with kindness and
affection and tomorrow your own children will treat you
likewise. Remember the words of Allah Ta'ala, “And treat your
parents with goodness.” [Surah Bagarah, Aayat 83]

The story of a peasant and his pious son

There was a young man who was a typical rebellious teenager
type. He had a father who was a peasant who toiled hard in the
fields and worked hard to earn a living.

This boy had a very tumultuous relationship with his father and
due to his laziness never helped in the fields.

Once the father hit the boy severely, which caused him to lose
consciousness. When he recovered he decided to journey to
Dammam to seek his fortune. He eventually found employment
at a company there and started working.

Many years passed and the father gradually became more and
more poverty stricken. He was overwhelmed with debt and was
eventually imprisoned and all his possessions sold by the court
to pay his creditors. He had one date-palm from which he and
his family survived. The judge was going to appropriate this
tree as well, but he pleaded that they grant him respite of two
months so that he may try to pay off his debts. His request was
acceded to.

The poor man then went home dejected and though of his
ignorant son.

He eventually reached Riyaadh, in search of his son and stood
on the road feeling hopeless, not knowing where to begin
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searching for his son. The world became constrained for him
notwithstanding its vastness.

He thought of returning home and selling the date-palm and
leaving the rest to Allaah Ta ala. However, his determination to
meet his son, overcame him and he resolved to search for him.
After much searching, he eventually reached the company
where his son worked.

His son met him warmly and the father noticed that his son was
well attired. The son arranged for some gahwa (a type of drink)
for his father, which he knew his father loved. The old-man
was delighted.

The son realised that his father was living in poverty and he
asked regarding everyone at home. The father told him that
everyone was well and did not let on regarding his difficult
situation. After much insistence, the father eventually divulged
his difficulties to his son and told him about the imminent loss
of the date-palm.

The son immediately went and pawned some of his most
valuable possessions and managed to procure 7 000 riyaals. He
gave this entire amount to his father. Since the father only had
6000 Riyaals of debt, he took out 1000 Riyaals and gave it back
to his son, who refused saying that he should keep this amount
and use it on the family. The son said that his father should not
worry about him, because Allaah Ta'ala rewards generosity
ten-fold.

The old-man was impressed and pleased at his son’s piety and
new attitude.
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When the peasant returned, he went to the ameer and paid him
the entire amount. When the ameer asked him where he had
acquired all this money from, he explained regarding his son’s
generosity and changed attitude. The ameer was also so
impressed that he gave the old-man 2000 Riyaals as a gift from
his side.

The peasant returned home happy and content. Allaah Ta ala
had blessed his son with a good and obedient wife, who served
him well and granted him solace, through the rest of his life. He
had acquired much happiness in his life, purely through his
excellent behaviour and service to his father.

Parent’s happiness

Abdullaah bin Ja*far bin Khakhaan Al-Marwazi (rahmatullah
alayh) says that he intended journeying to Basrah to acquire
knowledge and listen to Ahaadith, but his mother refused him
consent to go. He says that he obeyed her and Allaah Ta ala
had blessed him in his decision.

Ahmad bin Ali was amongst the famous Ulama of Baghdad. He
had a very high Tagwa. He sought consent from his mother to
journey to Qutaiba, but she refused. After some time, she
passed away and he left home. He went towards Khurasaan and
reached Balkh. He passed away in Qutaiba. The people of
Qutaiba had high regard for him and revered him greatly. He
had attained all this owing to his obedience to his mother.

Zaid says that he asked Hadhrat Hasan Basri (rahmatullah
alayh) what the status of the dua of a parent holds for the
child. Hadhrat Hasan (rahmatullah alayh) replied, “I¢ is a
means of salvation.” When he asked what about the
contrary, he replied, “It is a sign of destruction.”
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Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu) was asked regarding the
repentance of a man who had murdered his wife. Hadhrat Ibn
Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu) replied that if his parents are alive,
then he should maintain good relations with them, for perhaps
Allaah Ta ala will use this as a means of acceptance of his
repentance.

Similarly, a woman once came to him who had learnt jadoo
(black magic) and she sought to repent unto Allaah Ta ala.
Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu) gave her a similar reply.

A man once came to Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu)
and told him that he had committed a very major sin and he
wanted to know if there was any way for him to sufficiently
repent. Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu) asked the man if
his mother was alive. The man replied in the negative. Hadhrat
Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu) then told the man to constantly
repent to Allaah Taala and try his level best to attain proximity
to Allaah Ta"ala.

Someone later asked Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu)
why he had enquired regarding the man’s mother. He replied,
“Indeed, I do not know of any deed more beloved unto Allaah
Ta ala than to maintain excellent relations with one’s mother.”

Abu Naufal reports that a man came to Hadhrat Umar
(radhiallahu anhu) and confessed to having murdered another
man. Hadhrat Umar (radhiallahu anhu) asked him if any of his
parents were alive. The man replied that his father was still
alive. Hadhrat Umar (radhiallahu anhu) told him to go and
serve his father well and maintain good relations with him.
When the man left, Hadhrat Umar (radhiallahu anhu) said, “/
take an oath in That Being in Whose Hands my soul lies, if that
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man’s mother was still alive and he had to maintain and treat
her well, I have hope that the Fire of Jahannum would never
touch him.”

Hadhrat Makhool Tabiee (rahmatullah alayh) says, “Having
good relations with parents is an expiation of sins.”

Muhammad bin Munkadir (rahmatullah alayh) says, “I spent
the night at my mother’s feet and my brother, Umar spent the
night in Salaat, but [ would not prefer his night to mine.”

There is a narration of Hadhrat Ibn Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu)
that Allaah Ta'ala had saved Hudhud from the punishment of
Hadhrat Sulaiman bin Dawood (alaihimus salaam) because
Hudhud had maintained excellent relations with its mother.
Allaah Ta ala removes impending punishment owing to good
relations with one’s mother.

Imaam Shaafi® (rahmatullah alayh) says (regarding parents),
“To be disobedient to them is counted amongst the major sins.”

Hadhrat Maaaz bi Jabal (radhiallahu anhu) says that Nabi
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) advised him saying, “Never be
disobedient to your parents, even if they eject you from the
home and earth.” [Sunan Abu Dawood]

Hadhrat Abdullah Ibn Umar (radhiallahu anhu) says that his
father, Hadhrat Umar (radhiallahu anhu) disliked one of his
(Ibn Umar’s) wives and instructed him to divorce her. Hadhrat
Ibn Umar (radhiallahu anhu) refused and Hadhrat Umar
(radhiallahu anhu) complained to Nabi (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam), who told Hadhrat Ibn Umar (radhiallahu anhu),
“Obey your father.” [Ibid.]
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Hadhrat Ubaada bin Saamit (radhiallahu anhu) reports that
Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said, “Never disobey
your parents, even if they instruct you to leave your world.”
[Durre Manthoor]

Jaabir bin Abdullah (radhiallahu anhu) reports that Nabi
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said, “Be good to your parents and
your children will treat you likewise.” [Jamiul Kabeer]

One should remember one’s parents even after their demise and
maintain good relations with them. This can be effected in the
following ways:

1. Continue to make dua of forgiveness for them. The
Qur aan Majeed teaches the believers the following dua: “O my
Rabb! Forgive me and my parents and all the believers on the
Day of Hisaab.” [Surah Ebrahim, Aayat 41]

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (radhiallahu anhu) says that after a
person dies and he sees his stages rising then he will exclaim in
surprise, “How is this?” A reply will be given from Allaah
Ta’ala telling him that his children are making duas of
forgiveness for him (and Allaah Taala is accepting their duas).

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (radhiallahu anhu) reports that Nabi
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said, “When a man dies then his
deeds are sealed. There are only three things which will benefit
him after death — Sadagah Jaariya, that knowledge of his which
benefited others and the duas of his pious children which he left
behind.”

Fulfil the promises and bequest made by your parents (i.e. if
during their lifetime your parents had committed themselves to

Islaamic Aadaab - Part 1 26



something or made some pledges etc then as far as possible it
should be fulfilled.

Hadhrat Abdullah bin Abbaas (radhiallahu anhu) reports that
Hadhrat Sa’ad bin Ubaadah (radhiallahu anhu) asked Nabi
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) “Oh Rasulullah! My mother made
a pledge but could not fulfil it during her lifetime. Can I fulfil it
for her?” Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) replied, “Most
certainly, you should fulfil it.”

Maintain good relations with the friends of your parents. Show
them respect. Seek their counsels as you would of the pious
people and respect their opinions. Nabi (sallallahu alayhi
wasallam) said on one occasion, “One of the best
characteristics is when a man does good to the friends of his
Jather.”

Once Hadhrat Abu Darda (radhiallahu anhu) became ill and his
condition deteriorated to such a degree that there was no hope
left for him. Hadhrat Yusuf bin Abdullah (rahmatullah alayh)
travelled from far to come and visit him. When Hadhrat Abu
Darda (radhiallahu anhu) saw him, he exclaimed, “You/
Here?” Hadhrat Yusuf bin Abdullah (rahmatullah alayh)
replied, “I have come here solely to visit you because by father
had a close companionship with you.”

Hadhrat Abu Burda (radhiallahu anhu) reports that when he
came to Madinah then Hadhrat Abdullah bin Umar (radhiallahu
anhu) came to him and said, “Abu Burda! You know why I have
come to meet you.”

Abu Burda (radhiallahu anhu) replied, “I do not know why you
have come to meet me.”
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Hadhrat Abdullah bin Umar (radhiallahu anhu) said, “I heard
Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) saying that the person who
wishes to maintain excellent relations with his father in the
grave then after his father passes away he should maintain
good relations with his father’s friends.” He then said further,
“Brother, my father Hadhrat Umar (radhiallahu anhu) and
your father had a very close relationship, therefore I wish to
Julfil the rights thereof.” [1bn Hibbaan]

Good relations should also be maintained with one’s parent’s
relatives after their demise, be merciful to them and fulfil their
rights.

If Allah Ta'ala forbid a person had defaulted in fulfilling the
rights of his parents during their lifetime, then he should not
lose hope in the mercy of Allaah Ta ala. He should continue to
make dua of forgiveness for them after their death. There is
hope that Allaah Ta ala will accept it from him and overlook
his past shortcomings.

Hadhrat Anas (radhiallahu anhu) reports that Nabi (sallallahu
alayhi wasallam) said, “If a person was disobedient to his
parents during their lifetime and one or both of them passed
away in this condition, then he should continue making dua for
them and supplicate to Allaah Ta ala to forgive them, until
Allaah Ta ala counts him amongst the pious people through
His mercy.”

THE ETIQUETTES OF REARING CHILDREN

1. Regard children as a blessing from Allaah Taala and
celebrate at their birth. Congratulate others on such occasions
and make dua for goodness and blessings. Make Shukr unto
Allaah Ta ala that He has granted you this boon.
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2. If a person does not have children then he should make
dua for pious children, just as Hadhrat Zakariyya (alaihis
salaam) made the following dua, “My Rabb! Bless me from
Your Side pure children. Indeed You are the One who listens to
duas.” [Surah Aale Imraan, Aayat 38]

3. Never feel constrained, financially or otherwise, at the
birth of children.
4. Never destroy your children, before birth or after,

because this is one of the greatest acts of oppression and
cowardice which will lead to ultimate destruction in both
worlds. Allaah Ta ala says, “Indeed those people are at a loss
who murder their children in ignorance.” [Surah Al In’aam]

Allaah Taala issues an explicit warning in the Qur’aan Majeed,
“And do not murder your children out of fear of poverty. We
sustain them and you. Indeed their murder is a great sin.”
[Surah Bani Israeel]

Once a person asked Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) what the
greatest sin was, to which Nabi (sallallahu alayhi wasallam)
replied, “Shirk.” He then asked what comes next. Nabi
(sallallahu alayhi wasallam) replied, “Disobedience to
parents.” He then asked what comes next and Nabi (sallallahu
alayhi wasallam) replied, “That you murder your children in
Jear that they are going to eat with you.”

5. At the time of birth, Aayatul Kursi, the (under-

mentioned) two Aayats from Surah A’raaf, Surah Falag and
Surah Naas should be recited at the side of the woman:
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Allah! There is no deity but He, the Living, the Self-subsisting,
Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all things
in the heavens and on earth. Who is there can intercede in His
presence except as He permits? He knows what (appears to His
creatures as) Before or After or Behind them. Nor shall they
compass aught of His knowledge except as He wills. His
Throne extends over the heavens and the earth, and He feels no
Jatigue in guarding and preserving them for He is the Most
High, the Supreme (in glory).

The two Aayats from Surah Al-A’raaf are:
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Your Guardian-Rabb is Allah, Who created the heavens and the
earth in six Days, then He established Himself on the Throne.
He draws the night as a veil over the day, each seeking the
other in rapid succession: He created the sun, the moon, and
the stars, (all) governed by laws under His Command. Is it not
His (Right) to create and to govern? Blessed be Allah, the
Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds!

Call on your Rabb with humility and in private: for Allah loves
not those who trespass beyond bounds.

6. After the child is born, it should be bathed and Athaan
should be given in the right ear and Igaamat in the left. When
Hadhrat Hassan (radhiallahu anhu) was born, then Nabi
(sallallahu alaihi wasallam) gave the Athaan and Iqaamat in his
ears.

There is great wisdom in the child hearing the names of Allaah
Ta’ala and Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) upon birth.
Allaamah Ibn Qayyim (rahmatullahi alaih) mentions in his
Kitaab, Tuhfatul Wudood: “The objective is that the first thing
which reaches the ears of the baby is the sound of the greatness
and magnanimity of Allaah Ta ala. The same Shahaadat which
is taken at the time of entering Islaam is also recited from the
very birth of a child, just as the Talgeen which is recited at the
time of death. Another benefit of Athaan and lqaamat is that it
chases away the shaitaan who sits in waiting to mislead and
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waylay the child and the first words the child hears are the
innovation towards Allaah Ta ala and not that of shaitaan.”

7. After the Athaan and Igaamat are given, some pious
man or woman should chew on a piece of date and place a little
bit on the child’s palate and make dua for blessings and
goodness for the child. Hadhrat Asmaa (radhiallahu anha)
states that when Abdullah bin Zubair (radhiallahu anhu) was
born, then she placed him in the lap of Nabi (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam). Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) then requested for
some dates and chewed on a piece and placed some of his
blessed saliva into the mouth of Hadhrat Abdullah bin Zubair
(radhiallahu anhu) and rubbed some of the chewed date on his
palate and made dua for him.

Hadhrat Aishah (radhiallahu anha) states that children would be
brought to Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) and he would
make tahneek (chew on dates and place it on the baby’s palate)
for them and make good duas for them. [Muslim Shareef]

Whenever a child was born to Hadhrat Imaam Ahmad
(rahmatullahi alaih), he would request dates from Makkah
Mukarramah which were always kept in his house and he
would let a pious lady, called Umme Ali to make the tahneek.

8. A suitable and nice name should be kept for the child,
which is either a name of one of the Ambiyaa (alaihimus
salaam) or a Name of Allaah Ta ala with a prefix of abd, like
Abdullaah, Abdur Rahmaan, etc.

Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said that on the Day of

Qiyaamah, people will be called out by their names, hence
good and appropriate names should be kept. [Abu Dawood]
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Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) also said, “Allaah Ta ala
loves the names of Abdullaah and Abdur Rahmaan, from
amongst all your names.”

Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) also stated, “Keep the names
of the Ambiyaa.”

9. If due to ignorance an unsuitable name was kept for a
child, then it should be changed to a better one. Nabi (sallallahu
alaihi wasallam) would change the unsuitable names of people.
Hadhrat Umar’s (radhiallahu anhu) one daughter was named
Ataswiya (meaning sinner), and Nabi (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam) changed it to Jameelah [Muslim Shareef]

10. On the seventh day, ageeqah should be made. Two
sheep/goats should be slaughtered for a boy and one for a girl.
However, it is not obligatory to slaughter two for a boy, even if
one is slaughtered it is fine. Thereafter the hair of the baby
should be shaved off and its equivalent in weight of gold
should be given in charity. Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam)
said, “The name of the child should be given by the seventh
day, its hair should be shaven off and ageeqah should be made
Jor it.” [Tirmidhi Shareef]

11. On the seventh day, circumcision should also be made (for
a boy). If for some reason it cannot be done on the 71 day, then
it must be done at least before the child reaches the age of 7
years, because this is one of the Shi‘aar (signs) of Islaam and
being a Muslim.

12.  When the child begins speaking then the first words
he/she should be taught are Laa Ilaaha Hlallaah. Nabi
(sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said, “When your children start
speaking then first teach them Laa Illaaha lllallaah and then do
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not worry about when they die and when their milk-teeth fall
off, instruct them with Salaat.” [Ibn Sinaa]

It is also reported in a Hadith that whenever a child in the
family of Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) began speaking,
then he (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) would teach the child the
second Aayat of Surah Furgaan, which beautifully encompasses
the lesson of Tawheed:
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He to whom the dominion over the heavens and the earth
belongs, and who begets no offspring, and has no partner in

His dominion: for it is He who creates everything and
determines its nature in accordance with [His own] design.

13.  The child should be breastfed. It is the right of the child
over the mother and the compulsory duty of the mother that
with every drop of milk she feeds the child she imbibes the
Tawheed of Allaah Ta'ala and the love for Nabi (sallallahu
alaihi wasallam).

14.  The child should not be made frightened or scared. Any
such fright or scare will remain embedded in the child’s mind
throughout its life.

15.  The child should not be constantly scolded, rebuked or
shouted at for every little thing. Instead of highlighting the evil
of the child’s action it is better to counsel the child with
wisdom and love.
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16. Children should always be treated with affection,
softness and love. Their needs should be attended to as far as is
possible and appropriate. They should be encouraged to carry
out good acts.

Once Hadhrat Muawiya (radhiallahu anhu) asked Hadhrat
Ahnaf Bin Qays (radhiallahu anhu) how should children be
reared and treated. Hadhrat Ahnaf (radhiallahu anhu) replied,
“Ameerul Mu’mineen! Children are the fruits of our heart and
the support of our back. We are to them like the earth which is
extremely soft and harmless. Our existence is to them like the
shade of the sky and we are able to achieve great feats through
them. Therefore if they ask anything of you then grant it to them
and if they are grieved then remove their grief The result will
be that they will love you and reciprocate to your fatherly
advances.”

Hadhrat Muawiya (radhiallahu anhu) was much affected by this
advice and said, “Ahnaf’ I take an oath in Allaah Ta ala that
when you came and sat by me I was fuming with anger at
Yazeed.”

When Hadhrat Ahnaf (radhiallahu anhu) left, the anger of
Hadhrat Muawiya (radhiallahu anhu) had cooled down and he
sent a gift to Yazeed. When this gift reached Yazeed he sent
half of it to Hadhrat Ahnaf bin Qays (radhiallahu anhu).

17.  Run your hands with affection on the heads of young
children and place them on your laps. Shower them with
affection and treat them well. Don’t display a constant hard
disposition.
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During the era of Hadhrat Umar (radhiallahu anhu), Hadhrat
Aamir (radhiallahu anhu) once came to him on an important
duty. When he entered the house he saw Hadhrat Umar
(radhiallahu anhu) was lying down and the children were
playing on his chest. Hadhrat Aamir (radhiallahu anhu) looked
astounded and Hadhrat Umar (radhiallahu anhu) asked him
how he treated his children. Hadhrat Aamir (radhiallahu anhu)
replied, “When [ entered the house, everyone falls into silence
and all of them return to their appropriate places.” Hadhrat
Umar (radhiallahu anhu) exclaimed, “Aamir! You being an
offspring of the Ummat of Muhammad (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam) do not know that every Muslim should treat his
household with softness and affection.”

18.  All efforts should be made to impart pure Deeni
knowledge and good character to the children. No expense
should be spared in this endeavour. This is a religious duty
upon the parents, which is beneficial to all. Allaah Ta ala says
in the Qur'aan Majeed, “O you who believe! Save yourselves
and your family from the Iire.”

The only way of saving oneself from the Fire of Jahannum is to
equip oneself with the necessary Deeni knowledge and
practicing thereupon. One’s entire life should be spent in
obedience to Allaah Ta'ala and Nabi (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam).

Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said that the best gift a father
can give his children is beneficial knowledge (this applies only
to Deeni knowledge) and a good moral upbringing. [Mishkaat
Shareef]
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19.  When the child reaches the age of 7 years then he/she
should be taught how to perform Salaat and boys should be
encouraged to attend the Musjid.

When they reach the age of 10 years then they should be
punished if they are negligent in performing Salaat. The parent
should make it clear in word and action that negligence in
performance of Salaat will not be tolerated.

20.  When the children reach the age of 10 years then their
beds should be separated and each one should have his/hers
own bed. Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said, “Encourage
your children to perform Salaat when they reach the age of 7
vears and punish them for it (i.e. neglecting it) when they reach
the age of 10 years and when they reach this age then separate
their beds.”

21. Children should always be kept clean, neat and tidy.
They should be encouraged to maintain cleanliness. Their
clothes should also be clean and paak, however much emphasis
should not be placed on beautification and adornment. A
daughter’s clothes should also be kept simple and they should
not be habituated to smart and fancy clothes.

22. Do not discuss your children’s faults in front of others
and do not humiliate them in front of others.

23, Do not ever express hopelessness at reforming your
children in front of them, in fact they should be encouraged, by
praising them for basic feats. Encouragement fosters
confidence.

24, You should narrate stories and anecdotes of the
Ambiyaa, the pious and the Sahaabah (radhiallahu anhum). For
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their beneficial upbringing and nurturing stories with good
morals and true stories from the Qur’aan should be explained to
them. Such anecdotes and stories should be mentioned which
create love for Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam).

25. Sometimes the children should be made to give food
and charity to the poor with their own hands, so that they may
be brought up with having sympathy for the poor and they are
encouraged to be generous. They should also always be
encouraged to share their things with their siblings.

27.  Parents should abstain from using abusive, high and
pitched tones when speaking to their children. They should be
taught, by example, to speak in moderate tones and not to
scream at each other.

28.  When there is an altercation or argument between the
children, then you should never side with your own. You
should remember that just as you have feelings and affections
for your children, others have for theirs.

29.  You should always practice equality amongst children.
Even if you may be inclined to a particular child you should
always practice equality in your dealings with them.
Favouritism breads hatred and feelings of hopelessness.

Once the father of Hadhrat Nu’maan (radhiallahu anhu),
Hadhrat Basheer (radhiallahu anhu) presented himself to Nabi
(sallallahu alaihi wasallam) with his son and said, “Oh
Rasulullah! I had a slave which I gifted to this child.” Nabi
(sallallahu alaihi wasallam) asked him, “Did you give each of
your children a slave?” He replied in the negative, to which
Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said, “Take that slave back.
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Fear Allaah Ta ala and practice equality amongst your
children.”

Hadhrat Basheer (radhiallahu anhu) returned home and took the
slave back from Hadhrat Nu’maan (radhiallahu anhu). It has
been reported in another narration that Nabi (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam) said, “And do not make me a witness to your sin. [
will not be a party to oppression.” In yet another narration
Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) asked him if he did not like
that all his children regard him equally. Hadhrat Basheer
(radhiallahu anhu) replied in the affirmative to which Nabi
(sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said, “Then do not do such things
in the future.” [Bukhaari / Muslim]

30.  You should always behave in a presentable and
respectable manner in front of your children. Your entire life is
like silent tutor for your children, wherefrom your children
learn all the time. Never speak lies in front of your children,
even in jest.

Hadhrat Abdullah bin Aamir (radhiallahu anhu) explains an
incident saying that one day Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam)
came to their home and his mother called him saying: “Come
here and I will give you something.” Nabi (sallallahu alaihi
wasallam) looked on saying, “What do you intend giving the
child?” His mother said that she intended giving him some
dates, to which he (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said, “Had you
not intended to give anything and the child came to you,
receiving nothing, then this would have been written in your
Book of Deeds as a lie.” [Abu D