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in the name of Allah

In this jecture, it is firstly gquoted from
Amir-Al-Mo'meneen (Commander of the
faithivl) in NARJUL-BALAGHEH thar,
Isiam s the most supreme Religion and
thet v order to elaborate and Justify this
proposition extended reference is made fo
from NAAJUL-BALAGHEH and other
Isdemic sources.

After the period of childhood and playfulness, there comes a
time for the human being when he is ready to delibrate and con-
template upon the phenomena of life through his power of reason-
ing and intellect. It is at this stage that he reflects upon the world
around himself and its phenomena with a discerning outlook basi-
cally different from the previously superficial and erude view which
he possessed during his years as a youngster. At this level he begins
to perceive different parts of his body, thinking about them and
questioning the purpose of their creation while seeking his connec-
tion with them. He wants to know, forexample, ifitis better to
have his hair and beard cuat short, or grow them long, or have them
shaved clean. He is equally eager to find out about his teeth, nails,
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saliva, nose and so many other things about himself. He observes
that peoples have each chosen varied means and concerns towards
dealing with the above mentioned matters as well as other affairs
such as cultural, economic, political, ethical and social issues, Each
group has selected different modes of life concerning their health,
cleanliness, dressing manners, speaking, habits and social inter-
courses. Yet, more important than the above factors is the question
of their beliefs, opinions, Religious thoughis and ideologies which
constitute the very foundation of difference in personal and social
behaviours of human beings.

One believes in the Deity; the other does not; From among the
believers, one calls himself a Budhist, another a Jew: a third calls

himself a Christian - the fourth a Muslim and a fifth uses someother
label. Furthermore, each of these Religions dicotomize into
branches, groups, sects and factions.

That is one side of the coin. The other side comprises of
Philosophical schools of thought and the many newly-emerged
“isms”, numbering no less than religious ideologies or divine
faiths.

The helpless and bewildered MAN finds himself perplexed and
stupified in the midst of the turbulant and raging ocean of con-
tradictions.

[t poses itself as a somewhat insurmountable task that he should
choose and select one single faith from among so many in order to
lead and organize a practical and coherent view of life, compatible
with the programmes of his to be selected religion.

Soon one day he steps into a big library where books are shelved
on many topics. There he starts to study the books, experiencing a
view of life much broader and more expansive than his previous
thoughts of yesterday. There, many books about religions and dif-
ferent schools of thought which existed in the past and may be
extinet now are also to be found. There are also books making pre-
dictions about the fate of the future of the world and about politi-
cal, economic, ethical and social situations of the generations to
come.

His amazement and uncertainty increases. In his astonishment
and lack of understanding he searchfully reviews the pages of the
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books.

Sometimes he retires into deep ponder for hours and days on
end. Sometimes he wishes to put aside all the books with their con-
tents and chunk away all the thoughts amassed in his brain and thus
lead a care-free life.

But upon a moments’ reflection he recognizes the impracticality
of such a notion, for he ought to eat, drink, walk, talk and think.
All of these activities have a good and a bad aspect to it; may result
in good or evil, may be true or false, may lead to salvation or bring
about perdition, and he must choose one way of life from among
the many possibilities and at least try to define his standpoint for
himself,

Finally. he concludes that the best way to a happpy life is a
thorough study of all the Divine Revelations and schools of
thought and their programmes. In this manner, he may compare
and contrast them thereby choose the best one and attempt to
organize one’s way of life accordingly.

Among the multitude of topics he is one day confronted with a
book under the title NAHJUL-BALAGHEH (elogquence of
speech). Reading through the book his eyes are suddenly trans-
fixed upon certain words and sentences. There he reads the follow-
ing:

“This Tslam is the religion which Allah has chosen for Himself, developed it hefore
His eyes, preferred it as the best among Bis creation, established its pillars on His
love. He has diseraced other religions by giving honour o it. He has humiliated all
communities hefore its sublimity; He has humbled its enemies with His kindness and
made its oppenents lonely by according it Hissupport. He has smashed the pillars of
misguidance with its columns, He has quenched the thirst of the thirsty from its cist-
erns, and filled the cisterns through those who draw its water.

He made Islam such that its constituent parts cannot break, its links cannot sepa-
rate, its construction cannot fall, its columns cannot decay, its plant cannot be
uprooted, its time does ot end, its laws do not expire, its twigs cannot be cul,its parts
do not become narrow, its ease does not change into difficulty, its clarity is not
affected by gloom, its siraightness does not acquire curvature, its wood has no
crookedness, its vast paths have no narrowness, its lamp knows no putting off and its
sweetness has no bitterness.”
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This religion 1s an integrated structure whose pillars have been
laid upon the foundation of truth and it is truth that has solidified
s clevation. [tis a mainspring with many an illuminating brooks
flowing from it. It is the very source of enlightening divine light, Tt
is the beacon of knowledge for the “travellers”. i.e. scekers of
truth, who seek the right path. There are signs and guidelines along
the way to prevent you from deviating from the path of God, There
are springs of wisdom and knowledge to quench the thirst of the pil-
grims of truth. God Almighty has adorned this religion with divine
injunctions and His mercy for Man.

Islam enjovs everlasting firm foundaion, exalted pillars of man-
ifest and clear logic; gloriously comprehensive brightness; magnifi-
cent kingdom and wonderful eternal projection of the truth.

Our young investigator or any other reader for that matter may
be somewhat surprised that all this praise and grandcur attributed
to this religion, however righteous and rewarding, may be but
overstatement,

Is not This prolixity and overexcessiveness? Does It not contain
a tint of verbosity and exaggeration?

But when the importance of the choice of a line of action and per-
manenl way of bfcis realized one should confess that a programime
of life needs much more emphasis than this. In this regard we read
Imam Al's savings clsewhere in NAHJIUL-BALAGHEH addres-
sing the truth-seekers of Islam as saying:

“Allah the (zlorified, has distinguished you with Islam and has chasen you for it.
This is because it is the name of safety and the collection of honour. Allah the
Glorified, chose its way and disclosed s pleas throvgh open knowledpe and secret
maxims. Its (Qur’an) wonders are not exhauvsted and its delicacies do not end, It con-
tains hblossoming bounties and lamps of darkness. {The doors of) virtues cannot be
opened save with its keys, nor can gloom be dispelled save with its lamps,™™

In anather sermon he says:

“Praise he to Allah who established Iskam and made it easy for those who approach
it and gave strength to its columns against any one who tries to overpower it. 5o Allah
ke it (o source of b peace Tor him who clings toit, safely for him who enters it, argu-

v Rermon 151 VRIS w0l 2
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ment for him whe speaks about it, witness for him who fights with its help, light for
him whao seeks light from it, understanding for him who provides it, sagacity for him
wha exerts, a sign (of gutdance) for him who perceives, sight for him who resolves,
lesson for him who seeks advice, salvation for him who testifies, confidence for him
wh trusts, pieasusre for him who entrusts, and shield for him who endures, ™"

Our young but sincerely devoted reader who is vet taking the pre-
liminary steps, so to speak, toward choosing a programme of life 1s
in our view quite entitled to have uncertainties concerning these
sayings. We give him the benefit of the doubt to say that Ali's
words are but mere claims because he understands that what Ali
(the commander of the faithful) is saying boils down to this idea
that he has in-depth knowledge about all the ideological, political,
ethical, philosophical and other aspects of all the refigions and yet
analysing them he has found Islam most comprehensive, reasona-
ble and progressive which is indeed proclaimed by every unbiased
sccker of the vight path.

If our dear readers allocate a portion of their time to us with
delibration and attentiveness we will, with the assistance of God
Almighty, present to them the rationale and logic inherent in the
teachings of Islam.

We stated that man is bound to have some kind of relations with
the affairs of the world; the phenomena of nature; different parts
of his body; friends and associates, his power of intellect, etc. Even
if we assumed that he is able to do without the above-mentioned
dependencies, he is, doubtless, not able to do without activities
such as breathing, eating, drinking, walking and thinking. It is with
respect to this outlook of discussion that we will explain only some
examples of Islam’s programmes on topics discussed in this book.
We will challange vou to find a better and most comprehensive a
religion than Islam in explaining and clarifying these considera-
tions. If you did so, ,we will humbly acknowledge it. We note that
Islam has taken into consideration man’s connection with every
phenomenon affecting him and believe that it has explicitly made
clear the direction, and delineated the true path before him. Those

' Sermom L, B 221 wal 2
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issues which play no important role in man’s well-being in life have
peen quickly revicwed but those issues playing significant roles in
his life have been evaluated and discussed accordingly.

If you question the degree of importance given to matters such as
hygine and cleanliness in Islam. We have this to say:

Islain has considered from the very hair, teeth and nail of human
beings to their clothes, homes and living environment giving clear
dircetions about the treatment of each of these. Only in the first
two volumes of the commended book . Wasail-Al-Shi'ia more than
one thousand eight hundered verses and narrations have appeared
on the subject of “Hygine™.

—On the application of the tooth-brush and looking after one’s 1
eth it says;

I. There is a way of tidiness for everything and the best way to
clean vour teeth is to use the woth-brush. !

2. Brush your teeth prior to each ablution to daily pravers there-
fore brush vour teeth five times a day, ¥

3. Brushing one’s teeth improves one’s power of memaory. !

4. Apply the tooth-brush along vour Gum. vertically, '

5. He who does not clean his mouth through brushing his teeth
is outside the sphere of human beings ™™

On looking after one’s hair and keeping it clean it says:

1. Wr:!l-g_mmned, beautiful hair is a sign Uf'(judly garb: observe
it properly '®

2. He who lets his hair grow long is obliged to keep it neat, other-
wise it 13 better to have it short. '

T Wagail, val [; Pglde
wal |2 Pp3sl
vl | Pp3de
ved 1o PR3Ss
BT B o
alowanl 1, P 432
vid s Pds2
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Concerning the cleanliness of nails it is recommended that:

1. Trimming the finger-nails regularly is one of Islamic cus-
toms.

2. Keeping ones nails trimmed removes diseases and maintains
health."™

3. Trim your nails, whether it be on Friday'” or any other day of
the week ¥

4. Do not bite your nails."™

Islam advises husbands to brush their nails and trim them short
but recommends that women may grow them long for it is their
adornment. '™

There are many directions given in detail concerning manners of
taking a bath, sweeping, combing, washing up, wearing perfumes,
tooth-picking. dying the hair and so on in Islamic customs.,

On the subject of ruling and government and the relationship
between the ruler and his subjects Islam savs:-And we take
excerpts from NAHIUL-BALAGHEH reflecting this title-.

“¥ou should alse keep an eye on the cultivation of the land more than on the collec-
tion of revenoe because revenue cannol be had without coltivation and wheever asks

for reve nue without cultivation, ruins the area and brings death to the peaple. His
rule will not last only a moment.™

2. “Certainely, Allah, the Sublime, has made it obligatory on true leaders that
they should maintain themselves at the level of low people 50 that the poor do not cry
over their pmpert}'.“'ﬁ'

3. “The people among whom the right of the weak is not secured from the strong
without fear will never achieve purity and honour.™

4, “Educate people, so that they should not praise you or please you by reason of

1. Wasail, val 1; P.433

2. Wasanl, val 1; PL.433

3. One this davw Mushums normalty allar s pomion af their free time for washing ap and peneral cleaning, espe
crally getting ready tog Friday pravers,

A4 Wasail, wol [ F 434

5 Wasatl, wol I3 PLASS

fr. Wasail, wol 15 PL235

7 Letner 35 PAIN&ELE val 2

A Serman 208; P.444

9. Letter 33; Palé,
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Lo ]

am action you did not pecform, because an excess of praise produces pride and drives
vour near hawghtiness,™"

3. “You should also check their sctivities and have peaple who report on them
who should be truthful and fithfol becavse vour walching their actions seeretly will
urge them Lo preserve trost with and to be kind to the peaple, ™!

fi. The ruler who suppresses his own subjects has indeed boosted
the enemies.

7. Your predecessors fell imo perdition because they would set
free embeezlers of high social standing while punishing the petty
crimes of lowly people.

H_ Do mot reject peace to which your enemy may eall vou and wherein there is the
pleasure af Adlai, becanse peace brings rest to vour army and reliel from vour wor-
ries and safity for your country. Bul afler peace there is great apprehension from the
enemy because often the enemy offers peace o benefit by your negligence. Therefore,
b cautious and do not act by wishfilness in this matter. ™

Y. There are four major rcasons which cause the overthrow of
FOVETIIIenls:

) Fubrication of principles (e, constitutional laws)

by Arroeance of leaders,

¢) Giving preference o the ignobles over decent and nohle
people.

d) Degradation of Men of knowledge,

16}, “Habituate your heart to merey for the subjects and to affection and kindness
for them. Do not stand over them like greedy beasts who feel it is enough o devour
them, since they are of two Kinds, either your hrother in religion or one like you in
ereation. They will commit slips and encounter mistakes. Thev may met weongly, wil-
fully or by neglecet. So, extend to them your forgivencss and pardon, in the same way
as vou would like Allah to extend His forgiveness and pardon to you, ™™

1 1. *Then, do not keep voursell secluded from the people for 2 long time, hecause
the seclusion of those in anthority from the sulijects is a kind of narrow-sightedness
and causes ignoranee about their affairs. Seclusion from them alse prevents them
fromn the knowledge of those things which they do not know and as 2 result they bepgin
to regard big matters as small and small matters as big, good matters as had and bad
matters s good,, while the truth becomes conlused with Falsehood, ™'

l.. Letler 53."':' il

IL Letler 53, PAATL, wol 3
X Letler 53, A1, vl 3
d Letbsr 53, B 602 wnl 7
= lerrer 93, B alS el 3
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On family relations Islam says:

From the point of view of Islam.. husband is the breadwinner
and guardian in the financial affairs of the family. Since the respon-
sihility for providing the livelihood of the household and living
expenses rests with him initially: therefore in matters such us b
ing or selling of the house, of the carpet, of clothing, and household
necessities, etc; the final decision and responsibility is with him.
About other affairs of matrimonial life it states:

(1) He who marries must honour and pay deep respect to his
wife '

2. When a man enters his house he should make known his pre-
sence by calling out his wife’s name or greeting her tenderly.

3. A woman {wife) who welcomes her husband warm-heartedly
or sees him off to work or journcy or stays with him in times of
hardship has earned half the reward of a martyr that is promised by
CGrod.

4. A good husband eats the kind of food his wife likes."

5. The hest of women is she who on going out of the house wears
the armour of decency and chastity and when at home with her hus-
band takes that armour off.'”!

6. Husbands should give a helping hand to their wives in the
housework, like Imam Al (the commander of the faithiul) whao
would bring firewood or sweep the house and Fatima { peace be
upon her ) who would prepare the dough or bake bread *®

7. %A husband must never show any suspicion out of place towards his wife,
: ) i by
because this leads a corvect woman to evil and a chaste woman to deflection.”™ i

H. A father and a good husband on occassions such as weekends
or public celebrations should give gilts to the members of his
household and give priority to girls over bovs when handing out the
presents.’™

9. When a husband returns home from a journey he must make

i1 Rihar. 103224

Hihar, 76 PP | 1&12
Wisail L4117

4. Wasail 27013

5. Wasail 14715

. Bihar val 43; .50,

. Letler 31 P 54, vel 3
Woasail-Ue,
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sure that he will arrive home at a good hour and take gifts with him-
self for the members of his family.""

1 How can a husband raise his hands against hs wafe? (Tender-
ness and roughness are in evident contradiction).”

11, If vour wife gave birth to a girl do not be displeased for they
have five advantages over boys:

a. They are more attractive, tender and loving |

b. They stay at home more often than bovs and are ol areat help
to their parents.

c. Girls are more fond ol their parents and Lack woughness or
COATSENEeSS.

d. They are endowed with God's blessing and merey,

e. They are more concerned about tidiness and show more dili-
pence in cleanliness.

12. Dio not take a woman into consultation unless her wisdom
and prudence is known o yvou.

13, “But consort with your wite in kindness and if it happens that ye hate her it

rvay be that ye hate a thing wherein Allah hath placed much good., You do ot know
the mysteries of the workd. Even if vou know some clesr ones you know but little.™ ™

14, “The best traits of women are these which are the worst traits of men, namely:
vanity, cowardice and miserliness, Thas, since the woman is vain she will not allow
anvone access to herselt; since she is miserly, she will preserve her own property and
the property of her hushand; and since she is weak-hearted, she will be frightened
wilh everything that befulls her, =t

15, A father is obliged to fulfil four things binding on him for his
children:

1. Choose a becoming name so that his children are content with
it,

2. Educate his children. If all muslims do so, illiteracy will be
uprocted,

A Giive them o marriage as soon as they reach the age of puber-
itv.

4. Teach them courtesy in mananers and guide them for a practi-
cal life. Imam Ali (p.bouh,) did so by leaving a letter for his son

1. Wiasail 25221

2. Wasail-25323

3L Haly Ouran. Al Nesa. v LY
4. Mahjul-Rzlagheh, T.615
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which is still being used by people for reference.

[t may come as a surprise to some of our dear readers to state that
there are more than hundered verses and traditions concerning the
courtship of husband and wife in Islam.

Islam’s point of view on war, Jihad'", Retaliation and defense:
Here. too, we will suffice to mentioning a few excerpts from Al's
maxims in NAHIUL-BALAGHEH.

1.*The primary (foremosth goal of the holy war should be to restore His religion,
and to promaote the vietory of the right and the oppressed over the oppressors and for
the punishment and correction of the wrong-doers for the ultimate purpose that they
may be admonished to reflect upon the rightfulness of God’s way. It must not be for
the purpose of «showing forces or desires 10 open up new frontiers or satisfy one’s
instinct of avarice or a devilish wish to exploit the oppressed people.™ !

2. Do ot fight the enemy unless they initiate the fighting, because, by the grace
of Allah, you are in the right, and if vou are called to fight do respond, because the
caller to fighting is a rebel and the rebel deserves destruetion, ™!

3. Before starting the war admonish your enemy by writting mes-
suges. Warn him of the bitter consequence of oppressiveness and
give him the ultimatum.

4_vThe Army of Islam must be equipped with the most advanced armaments so
that it would act as a deterent for enemies.™

5. The commander of the Army of Islam should Know warfare
tacticts and train his soldiers to acquire them.

. “The Army of Islam should empley reconnaissacce parties to learn of enemy’s
plans and wnfold their conspiracies.™ '

7. There should be a mutual feeling of friendship and sincerity
between the commander of the army and his soldiers, No secrets
should be left unsaid except, of course, very classified top secrets
whose leakage mav cause undue damage to the army.

&. The officers of the army must encourage and acclaim those

likad--haly war in [slam
. Mahjul-Balagheh. serman 33, 1249,
. Mahjul-Balagheh. Instruction 234, P.A1E (E.LC.C).
. Holy Qurtan. Ental, vk
.. Letier 11 Nahjul-Balagheb.
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who have fought well in the cause of Allah and punish those who
have not executed their duties fully,

. In the heat ol the war-front a true muslim pleads to God alone
to make them victorious and asks Him not to engender pride in
them but lead them steadfast in their quest. And if they should he
defeated, he asks God to help him die a death of a martyr.

WL I, by the will of Allah. the enemy is defeated then do not kill
the runner away. do not strike a helpless person, do not finish off
the wounded, do notinflict pain on women, and treat humanely the
PLoOLWs.

[slam’s point of view abow Eeonomy and financial affairs of
peopie:

“Allal permitieth trading and forbideth usury so that it will cheek laziness and
promaotes transactions, [ will also serve to prevent exploitation of some over others,™
vl

2. Al that is in the earth of waler, soil. forests, seas, creatures, ele have heen
created for all man to wse up, And eat not up ¥our property among yvourselves in van-
ily, nor seck hy it to gain the hearing of the judF_t's that you may knowingly devour a
partion of the property of others wrongfully" "

3. “Whomsoever stores the public consumer goods for more than three davs in
times of Famine or forty days in ordinary circomstances is sentenced a hoarder. Then
the warehouse of hoarded goodsFoodstuffs @5 legally and lawlully confiscated. [t's
goods sold te people af market prices and the money handed o its owner, ™

4, “Practice merchandise so that voo will noi lave to Ik to other people™s hands
for vour livelihood, God beholds dear the truthful traders. ™

3. *Allah has put the means of provisions of his prophets in the heart of soil and
in the breasts of milking cattles. 5o vow, oo, pay W aericuliure and farming. It is also
gond husiness (o keep honev-hee, Lest vou sell vour honey bees hecause the money
vou gain from selling them is soon finished. !

“I, e, you sell your house or orchard buy another piece of land with its

I'IIN'IE}"-"I'ﬁ'

The Hady Quiz'ane RBagharn v 375 P44 W Tickihall.
Che Flabe Cuie an. Hagna w9k 180 PP 23829,
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6. “Any form of gambling is decreed unlawtul. Bribery loo, is unlawful, Aduliry
is Forhidden. Stealing is forbidden. The money gained from selling alcoholic drinks
in forbidden and worst of all is the accepting of bribery which misrepresents false-
hood 2 true and the bonds among people will be based on wroengfulness instead of
pin'l;r."’: 1y

7. “Uransaction and trading expands one’s experience and outlook. "’

&, “He who performs prayers but his expenses are paid by others: his worship is
nob aceepted by Allah, !

Q. *He who shows laziness in doing his earthly duties will be farier in doing his
religious duties, "

1), “Sguandering brings about poverty whereas moderation will free you from
want."™

1 lr? :I“Hc who strives not to provide the livelihood of his family is 1 mean per-
son."™

12, Every muslim is obliged to give a percentage of his income to
the impoverished and the needy, Priority in this case rests with
people who are in dire need.

13 That much which God has made obligatory for the well-off to
give to the poor has been appointed by Him so that it suffices them.
If the affluent pay their rightful due to the needy, all willlive in har
mony and peace.

14, Inan lslamic community there must be no sign of poverty., for
poverty is the harshest of deaths and will bring about the weaken-
ing of the religion and cause distortion of thought. A poor person
is a stranget in his own town and it will rob one from decency

Islam’s point of view on the value of thought and how to use this
invaluable gem:

1. “Power of Intellect is the icing of all the endowmenis given to human beings.
Wisdom stands on the peak of the mountain of human values. Everything is mea-

4, Wasnil, 219U}
5. Wasiily 21985
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sured ?ril;h the balance of thought and he who lacks wisdom is considered disob-
liged.™

2. %A wise person hears advice and follows the best thereof, Such are those whom
Allah guideth, and such are men of um:ix:-rslmlrﬂing.”{?':I

3. Do not be beguiled by the outward (external) appearance of
people and put their wisdom into test; for Judgement about people
and the giving of reward or punishment to them should be gauged
according to their level of wisdom and shrewdness

4. Reflection and contemplation are the best and foremost acts
of worship. God Almighty grants leadership to he who possesses
the highest degree of wisdom among the people of his time.

3. He who possesses wisdom, is emblished with seventy five
laudable qualities, some of which are as follows:

1. Is ever hopeful in life and never let’s despair and hopelessness
penetrate his thought.

2015 ever Just and conscientious: Tar from injustice and acts of
Oppression.

3. Is ever thankful for God's bounty and people’s benevolence,

4, Is ever kind and atfectionate:; never allowing hardship or
cruelty towards God's creatures.

3. Is ever virtuous avoiding indecencies at all times.

6. Is ever humble never showing any sign of arrogance.

7. Is taciturn when conditions demand so and avoids idle-talk.

H. 05 ever self-controlling and patient: never showing irritability
i bad temper}).

Y. Is ever forgiving when it 15 night to be so and never seeks
TevEen g[;‘. 3

1} Is considerate towards his relatives and tries not to break
bonds with them.

11. Is remorseful and repentant when committing a sin.

12, 1= tuithful to the promises he makes.

3. Is veracious and avoids telling lies.

14, Is dignified and graceful not exhibiting any friviolity.

15, 1s full of lifé: and abhors laziness.

1. Crsgal-c-Kali P
2 The baly Do, P95 w18 M. Rckhall,
A, Oegl-g-Rats: PSS vol:la
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Islamn’s point of view about Social Relations of people; concern-
ing their feasts and parties; their social interactions; their journeys
and other Associations:

1: There are three things which promote the love of man towards
his fellow-brothers and these are to:

i. keep cheerful when meeting his brother in faith.

2. Open up a room for his fellow in social gatherings.

3. Address his friend by the name he likes to be addressed.

B He who pays you a visit, is entitled to a priviledge that you take
a few steps towards him to welcome him; and when he bids vou
good-bye, it is proper that you see him off to the door,

c. When the friendship of someone is strewn on your heart, let
him know of vour heartfelt feeling toward him.

d. Whenever you decide to go on a trip inform vour close friends
of your intention, then it is their obligation to come 10 yvour receiv-
ing when vou return.

e. Do not whispher into one another’s ears in social gatherings
for it rouses dislike among others: One ought to avoid this lowly
manner.

[. The best match of co-travellers is between four and seven
people: if it exceeds this limit. disagreement will occur.

2. Keep the company of soemeone who is a boost to your charac-
ter; not a hindrance for it.

h. Try to be cheerful and more jovial when on a trip with your
friends; but a Kind of joviality that docs not hurt or injure your
companions’ feelings.

i. 3hould a fellow-traveller of yours fall ill, it is incumbent upon
vou to stay with him for a minimal period of three whole days,

i. The bond of friendship between friends living near each other
is solidified by regualr visits; and if living afar from ech other, by
writing letters, moreover, replying back a letter is a “Must™ just
like responding to a greeting of someone to you,

k. Make yourself the measure (for dealings) between you and
others. Thus, vou should desire for others what you desire for your-
self and hate for others what you hate for yourself,t?

*WOFLS, Commandment 31, P557. (vl 3; 1980),
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l. Speak but good words so that you may hear words but good.

m. A considerate person chooses a proper place to dispense of
his spit and feaces.

n. He who has eaten onion or garlic, must not attend social
gatherings.

(). He who invites a guest for the evening, is obliged to accom-
pany him to his house; and the responsibility of hissafety rests with
the host,

p. Return a note of compliment for the gifts vou receive so that
more gifts be presented to you,

The degree of importance paid to knowledge and science from
the point of view of ISLAM:

|. The quest for knowledge is the duty of every muslim: know-
ledge-seeking is more necessary than wealth-seeking,

2. Be a scholar, or a researcher or an admirer of both groups.
Any fourth inclination leads but into perdition,

3. He who doth anvibing without forethouweht resembles a per-
son whao is going astray, The more he goes, the maore he drifts awayv
Iromm the true path just ike the blind-folded mule of the Mill.

4. The scholar who doesn’t act according to his teachings is not
taken seriously. His admonition and advice will not leave any
imprint or effect in the hearts and minds of people.

5. Acquire (learn) whatever discipling you would like to but
remember that you will only benefit from those learnings which
you put into practice. The main concern of men of knowledee is to
endeavour to enforce their learnings while the only ambition of an
ignorant person is to boast about his little knowledge.

. Keep a writlen record of your learnings and hand them on to
vour offsprings so that they are kept abreast of new findings.

7. The most learned of people is he who includes other people’s
findings to his own.

%. There are four major considerations incumbent upon cvery
Man of knowledeoe as follows:
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a. Acquiring knowledge.

b Keeping the acvquired knowledge.

¢. Dissemination and propagation of knowledge by way of publi-
cations and lectures,

d. Practicing the acquired knowledge.

9. The worth of every person is measured according to the vol-
ume of his knowledge. Therefore try to learn more for it is a bles-
SITE.

1. A man withowt knowledge is judged yvoung however old he
may be. and @ voung man with knowledge is regarded great how-
ever voung e may be.

L1 Acquire knowledge from whoever vou can and take wise
points from wherever they may be,

2 There are g great number of ficlds and disciplines. Your life-
span does not suffice 1o acquiring every one of them. So learn that
which sutts vou best,

Islam’s point of view on Mannerism and code of conduct in social
relation:

L. Ifit happens that yvou are seated in a social gathering and a per-
son enters, then as o sign of respect greet him and open up a room
for him if there is not any.

2. The person who likes other people to bow down before him is
lodged in but the fire of hell. ;

3. When entering a place of gathering. take the nearest vacant
seat from you for Mubhammed the Prophet (p.bouch.) did so.

4 When seated ina social gathering, do not pry with vour eves.
Always return a salutation with a salutation. If a blind person
enters the room guide him to a seat and do not forget to bid unto
vord-doing and forbid wrong-doing,

5. Do not sit with your legs crossed at a dinning-spread,

. He who does not work and asks Allah to provide his provision
isat o doss, Surely Aldlah says unto him: Have | not shown you the
way to provide for vour living?
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7. Do not sit in front of the direct ravs of the sun for it will dark..
vour countenance and it will wear out your clothes.

8. When the table spread is laved, all the members of the housc
should zather round it

Y. Do onot sit at a table-spread wherein there is wine.

101, The prophet of Islum (p.bh.u.h.} in order to display humble-
ness would sit on the floar,

11, Comb vour hair in a seated position not when yvou are stood
L.

12, Doynot mix with the arrogantly rich for it will engender in vou
ungratefulness ot God's bounties.

[slam’s point of view on Cthics and Psychology:

From the point ol view of [slam. the recognition of one’s soul and
the honour God has attributed to it is the highest and mow
praiseworthy of recogmtions.

Adi (the commander of the faithful). peace be upon him says:

1. “For your human status there is no reward but heavens, Do not give it awas
cheaply, (The heaven is indeed the safe lodging of the people who are righteous.
trustwaorthy, henevolent and harmless, )™ I

2. =D not belitile yourself by giving your soul to secfdom of others becawse you
are born free, (Do ool make a fool of yoursell by Mattery and prostration before
penple.™ 2

3. *Nalue your seul above everything, Do not degrade yourself by resorting e
every kind of low |y deed just becavse it will apparently bring about success. If vou sell
vour soul, yvour will never find an amend for it. (If, for example, you are given the
ruleship of & country for the lowly services done, you are vel in a great loss for you
Biave traded vour dear, noble soul worth the heavens lor the transient earthly plea-
T

A How Bad and debasing is the transaction that you allow, lenjoyment of) this
world to be & price for vourself as an alternative for what there is with Allah for

yon

1. Wehjul-Balagheh. Insiructinn:256.

2. Nahjul-Balagheh. Lerrsr 31

3. Nahjul-Balagheh. Letier:31

2, Mahjul-Balagheh, Seemon: 33, P IS{E L OO
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feven i vou gain all the pleasures of this world you hase stll made s bad bargain:
for you have lost the heaven).,

5. “He who realices the greatness of self-respect, will succeed in harnessing his
carnal soul. (Those who have gained insight into the value of human seul have litle
regard for earthly pleasures),™ !

f5. *How good it is that the rich show meekness towards the pone sl sl more
praisewarthy is the indifference of the poor toward the rich for the trust they have put
in their Lord, !

{1f the poor person recognizes the value of self-respect he will
never degrade himself by trying to gain wealth throush foul ways
but kecps his honour and human status).

1. Mahjul-Balagheh. Inscrction 424,
2. Mahjul-Balagheh. Instriscricn 406
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reflect on such marters as choosing o progsromme of life based on a
true religion of Allah or seeking truth in Allah™s wav, e1c.

Woo are not addressing those who doe not understand the impor-
tance of Allah’s way. Nor those who are still precccupied in their
childish games. nor those who couldn't care for their salvation or
perdition.

Chur word is with the wise and the prudent: with the learned and
the concerned, Mot with those who are sull playing childish games
and have not broken off with the bonds of prejudice and ignorance.
Yes, indeed, our word is with the thinkers. the reformers, the
picus, (the sagacious and those who have studied different relig-
ions and schools of thought and witnessed the millions of seemingly
knowledgeable people following these ideologies with little or no
true understanding and feel sorrow for them,

We would like to ask those who have chosen a way other than
Islam or have not chosen a way at all il they consider themselves
free from want of sleep or eating? Have they not social or family
tics? Are they not in need of hygine or government for thay matter?
Have they been able to find a better or eternal or more progresive
a religion than the dear Islam anvwhere in the world. Ne! Indeed
muat. Adlah-o-Akbar'

They will not ever find a better religion than Islam to guide man
in his gquest to reach perfection. Islam has taken into consideration
all the spiritual, material and moral needs of man and does not
linger on trivial and unimportant issues which play little or no role
in man's course or destiny towards salvation.

For example. It has stated briefly all the required information
about Jinn's and angles on the creation of the world, But in con-
trast, it has gone into great derail to talk about, hygine. which
forms one of the principal aspects of Man™s hife. Meticulous instrue-
tions about each and every one of these aspects indicate the practi-
cality of Islam as a line of action in the life of man.

At this stance a format of some basic Questions and answers are
tor he discussed without which this book will remain incomplete.

The kind of guestions posed here are of the kind that will

* Gl s Cirean
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undoubtedly cross the minds of those readers informed of the cur-
rent affairs of the world and may have some confusions which need
be clarified.

The Question raised by them may be: vou said that Islam and its
programmes embody the most perfect. progressive and pro-
nounced religion of the world but we are witnessing that there are
peoples and nations in the world today who have not accepted
Islam but enjov a higher standard of living and are politically and
sacially in a better condition of living,

To answer this querry we must analvze this question and
organize it into five sections, I will present to you discussions that
will hopefully clarify these points, All we ask for is an unbaised,
nbjective. and justified attitude towards our discussion.

Section one:

If those who raise this question, regard debauchery. wine bib-
ting, indecency and vinocity of non-Islamic countrics an indication
of their improvement, welfare and felicity it is much to be regretied
because this means that they have not understood the true goal of
lite. T leave a more detailed and rational discussion to another
Opportene moment,

Section fwo

Although some European countries have so far outrun some
Islamic countries in some of the aspects already mentioned. such
as. keeping to cleanliness, observance of order and regulations as
well as being seriously industrious in their work. But similarh
Europeans have been immensly unable to realize the value of lofty
human characteristics such as generosity, bravery. benevolence,
high-mindedness and so on in the true sense of the words, In
materialistic schools of thought such characteristics are of little
value and are i clear contradiction with the very basis of their
dealogy.

But the Muslim declares that the execution of Justice and putting
right & wrong is worth so much that it pleases God Almighty even
it ends up that he (the Muslim ) should lose his possession, rela-
tives und above all, his dear life.
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Whereas the non-muslim prefers to have an healthy economic
<landding . a house, a car and a bank account securing his future! so,
it is in this respect that we feel non-muslims will find it hard to
understund the humane values of Justice, freedom. and decency.

It should be noted here however that as soon as a muslim finds
ot his religion has highly recommened these issues he will
immediately accepts it and tries his best to follow them. Finally it
must be said that muslims have at their disposal endless flow of
goodness but tend to underestimate their potentials but we hope
that by living up to the regulutions of Islam they will seon attain the
greatness that their religion has promised.

Scction three:

This part is concerned with the courtesy, cleanliness and co-
operation of people obscrved only in some European and Asian
countries, generally speaking of course,

[t is scen thut non-muslims in general observe the above- men-
tioned issues better than muslims do. Whereas these characteristics
[orm the very basis of personal and social values which has indeed,
as it went before, been stressed emphatically by Islam. No prudent
and sagacious a person will doubt the validity and distinction of
their values. So, why is it that non-muslims are ahead of muslims in
such maiters. The answer to this question is really very clear. We
are talking about the programme of life put forward by Islam not
the actions of some unorthodox muslims, who are a disgrace to
their religion as well as their society,

Imam Ali. the commander of the faithful, peace be upon him,
addressed these group of people by saying, “Lest others (i.e. non-
muslims) outrun you in adhering to the instructions of Qur’an
while yvou vourselves abandon them.”

But despite admonitions such as this they did not all observe it
properlyv: Consequently non-muslime e benefitting from the
progressive and civilized weachings of Islam while muslims them-
selves seem to have ignored them,

It nom-muslhims observe the rules of civility and etiquerte without
even having a specific programme of life, then muslims ought to
adhere more to these rules which are established in their religion
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und objectified in their goal of hfe. One can sce the projection of
this idea in the fiawlessly ordered rows of muslims stanting to per-
form the, for example, Friday pravers,

Section four:

M omay be argued that why Islam has not taken measures in the
arganization of its programmes of life so that muslims would
automatically act out their obligations . And why is it that muslim
communitics tend 1o lag behind others in the issues discussed ear-
lier?

It must be noted here, once and for all that. this matter has
nothing to do with the sublime teachings and programmes of life.
explicitly outlined by Islam and presented to mankind in order to
guide him toward realization of the purpose of his creation, This
truth has been acknowledged by mustims and non-muslims alike.

Rather. it is a question of Muan's nature, For example, a hungry
person would cherish delicious food but as soon ax he is full he
tends to forget the importance of that food or the role it plaved in
answering his need. He tends to apply such a feeling lor religion
oo, wrongly of course |,

some fourteen centuries ago. a very concerned and learned
leader by the name of Muhammed-ibn-Abdullah, may Allah's
peace be upon him and his houschold-emerged among the desert
Bedouins. They were ignorant. lowly. disunited and barbaric. The
Prophet of Tslam in an age of credulity and admist such an effete
and chaotic society stood up and called people to knowledge. free-
dom and refined human values. This divine proclamation resem-
bled the very delicious food that the hungry people of Hijaz longed
for. They tasted it and found pleasure in it Tewas like the lover. the
soather they had heen waiting for vears, Then there it was and they
truly kept it abreast of them, doing their utmost to safeaumard and
protect it from ills. In this regard they have heen very successtul
because despite plots and conspiracies directed at Iskam. Mushms
have managed to keep intact the authentic teachings and injune-
tions of the holy Our'an as well as the oraditions and informal nor-
rations (savings) of the Prophet by passing them gencration o een-
eration through words or wiitten record so much so that woday we
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van exactly quote the propeht of Islam (p.b.u.h.) as saving such
and such about a partcular issue.

They stood up to Islam and lived up to its teachings and Islam in
turn gave them hanowr. Islam speead rapidly and was taken 1o the
four corners of the globe because as the poet savs;

Thi a1 o i dark wall Aof rermaen,

o 18 ow will e ch edoh & every darman.

Muslims advanced so far us ruling over half the carth. Their Mos-
ques. holv shrines, libraries. and books around the world bears wit-
ness o this tact, But gradually muslims tended to laxin the execu-
tiedn of therr obligations and as the holv Qur'an puts it, the hearts
were hardened. The importance of Islam was underestimated and
the direct relationship between its explicit obligations and honour
of the muslim community soon forgotten,

They recited the verses of the holy Qurlan with perfect and
beautiful articulation but did not pay full attention to the meaning
ol 1T concepls.

They did not provide tor armaments {as a delcnsive detterant or
o put right a wrong).

- Mor dud they harken to the admonition of their Prophet who

said “he who puts bis bead 1o bed knowing that a fellow-muslim is in need . is not a
Muslim.™

- Nor did they feel obligated to perform Friday pravers as it has
been recommended.

- Nor did they bid unto good doing and forbid dishonour.

- Nor did they defend the oppressed and fight the oppressor.

- Nor.... nor and yet more nor. :

But others who were declining, degrading or on the verge of
destruction and would even pav land tax to muslims to benefit from
the prosperity of muslim community learned from the mistukes of
some muslims and observed only a slice of the life-giving injunc-
tions of Islam and heaved themselves up. Injunctions such as:
etfort. hard-work, politeness, cleanliness and so on.

Section five:
Fhe guestion rsed here which Thave not vet found aconvineing
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answer 1o is: when are Muslims going to eventually wake up and
endea vour to assuge their lost Majesty and grandeur? Were not
they to once much respected and acclaimed Master of their own
and grand the world over? And Had they not truly gained that Mas-
tership and grandeur from the blessed and divinely teachings of
Islam? Did not their road 1o degradation and suppression bepin
from the moment they forgot the teachings of their religion” And
is this not because of the fact that peoples other than Muslims-acl
according to the teachings of Islam. whereas the Muslims them
selves have ignored their obligations towards Islam,

Surely the Islam which urges Muslims to learn from a crow in get-
tung up early or cooperate like the honevbee or be shameful like a
cow and faithful like a dog will not be hesitant in saving that: Mus-
lims today must learn these gualities from those people who prac-
tice them. This s in fact the very same gualitics that the holy
Our'an and traditions present but have been forgotten.

Now is the time to start all over again and learn their own lessons
being executed from others who practice them unreservedly

We would like to ask those who have chosen a way other than
Islam or have not chosen a way at all if they consider themselves
free from want of sleep or eating? Have they not social or family
ties? Are they not in need of hygine or government for that matter?
Have they been able to find a better or eternal or more progresive
a religion than the dear Islam anywhere in the world. No! Indeed
not. Allah-o-Akbar."”

They will not ever find a better religion than Islam to guide man
in his quest to reach perfection. Islam has taken into consideration
all the spiritual, material and moral needs of man and does not
linger on trivial and unimportant issues which play little or no role
in man’'s course or destiny towards salvation.

For example, It has stated briefly all the required information
about Jinn's and angles on the creation of the world. But in con-
trast. it has gone into great detail to talk about, hygine, which
forms one of the principal aspects of Man's life. Meticulous instruc-
tions about each and every one of these aspects indicate the practi-

* The ghomons Quran. P03, S:LVIL v 16 M. Pickihall
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cality of Islam as a line of action in the life of man.

At this stance a format of some basic Questions and answers arc
to be discussed without which this book will remain incomplete.

The kind of questions poscd here are of the kind that will
undoubtedly cross the minds of those readers informed of the cur-
rent affairs of the world and may have some confusions which need
be clarified.

The Cuestion raised by them may be: you said that Islam and its
programmes embody the most perfect, progressive and pro-
nounced religion of the world but we are witnessing that there are
peoples and nations in the world today who have not accepted
Islam but enjoy a higher standard of living and are politically and
socially in a better condition of living,.

To answer this querry we must analyze this question and
organize it into five sections. 1 will present to you discussions that
will hopefully clarify these points. All we ask for is an unbaised,
objective, and justified attitude towards our discussion,

Section one,

If those who raise this question, regard debauchery, wine bib-
bing, indecency and vinocity of non-Islamic countries an indication
of their improvement. welfare and felicity it is much to be regretted
because this means that they have not understood the true goal of
life. 1 leave a more detailed and rational discussion to another
opportune moment.

Section two:

Although some European countries have so far outrun some
Islamic countries in some of the aspects already mentioned, such
as, keeping to cleanliness, observance of order and regulations as
well as being seriously industrious in their work. But similarly
Europeans have been immensly unable to realize the value of lofty
human characteristics such as generosity, bravery, benevolence,
high-mindedness and so on in the true sense of the words, In
materialistic schools of thought such characteristics are of little
value and are in clear contradiction with the very basis of their
ideology.
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But the Muslim declares that the execution of Justice and putting
right a wrong is worth so much that it pleases God Almighty even
it ends up that he {the Muslim) should Tose his possession, rela-
tives and abowve all, his dear life,

Whereas the non-muslim prefers 1o have an healthy cconomic
standing. a house, a car and a bank account sccuring his future! <o,
it is in this respect that we teel non-muslims will find it hard to
understand the humane values of Justice. freedom., and decency.

It should be neted here however that as soon as o mushim Gnds
out his religion has highly recommencd these issues he will
immediately accepts it and tries his hest to follow them. Finally i1
must be said that mushims have at their disposal endless flow of
goodness but tend 1o underestimate their potentials bul we hope
that by living up to the regulations of him they will soon amain the
areatness that their religion has promised.

Section three:

This part is concerned with the coortesy, eleanliness and co-
operation of people observed only in some Eoropean and Asian
countries, generally speaking of course,

It is seen that non-mushms in general observe the ahove men-
rioned ssues beter than muslims do. Whereas these characteristics
torm the very basis of personal and social values which has indeed,
as it went before. heen stressed emphatically by Islim, No prodent
and sagacious a person will doubi the validity and distinction of
their values. So. why is i1 that non-muslims are ahead of muslims in
such matters, The answer o this guestion is really very clear. We
are talking sbout the programme of life put forward by Islam not
the actions of some unorthodox mushms, who are o disgrace 1o
their refigion as well s their society

Imam Ali. the commander of the faithlul, peace be upon him,
addressed these proup of people by saving, “Lest others (.. non-
muslims) outrun vou in wdhering 1o the instructions of Qur’an
while vou vourselves abandon them.”

Bul despite admonitions such as this they did not all observe it
propertyv: Consequentls non-mushims are bencfitting from the
progressive and civilized 1eachings of Isham while muslims them
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selves seem to have ignored them.

I non-muslims observe the rules of civility and ctiguette without
even having a specific programme of life. then muslims ought to
adhere more Lo these rules which are established in their religion
and objectified in their goal of life. One can see the projection of
this idea in the flawlessly ordered rows of muslims stanting to per-
form the. for example, Friday prayers,

Section four:

[t may be arvued that why Islam has not taken measures in the
arganization of it's programmes of life so that muslims would
automatically act out their obligations . And why is it that muslim
communities tend to lag hehind others in the issues discussed ear-
ligr?

It must be noted -here, once and for all that. this matter has
nuthing ti do with the sublime teachings and programmes of life,
expheitly outlined by Islam and presented o mankind in order to
guide him toward realization of the purpose of his creation. This
truth has been acknowledged by muslims and non-muslims alike,

Rather, it is a question of Man’s nature. For example, a hungry
persan would cherish delicious foeod but as soon as he is Tull he
tends 1o forget the importance of that food or the role it playved in
answering his need. He tends o apply such a feeling for religion
oo, wrongly of course |

Some fourteen centuries ago. a very concerned and learned
leader by the name of Muhammed-ibn-Abdullah, may Allah’s
peace be upon him and his houschold-emerged among the desert
Bedouins, They woere ignorint. lowly. disunited and barbaric. The
Prophet of Islam in an age of credulity and admist such an effete
and chaotic society stood up and called people to knowledge, free-
dom and refined human values, This divine proclamation resem-
bled the very delicious food that the hungry people of Hijax longed
for, They tasted it and found pleasure init, [twaslike the lover, the
scuther they had been waiting for vears, Then there 1t was and they
truly kept it abreast of them. deing their utmaost to safeguard and
protect it from ills. In this regard they have been very successful
hocawse despite plots and consprracies directed at Islam. Muslims
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have managed to keep intact the authentic teachings and injunc-
tions of the holy Qur'an as well ws the truditions and informal nar-
rations (savings) of the Prophet by passing them generation to gen-
eration through words or written record so much so that today we
can exactly quote the propeht of Islam (p.bouh.) as saving such
and such about a particular ssue.

They stood up o Islam and lived up toits teachings and Islam in
turn gave them honour. fslam spread rapidly and was taken 1o the
lour corners of the globe because as the poet savs:

THE BT Dvhe ek i well Nt i,

Sor dn gl vl rpacht eanh & evany doman

Muslims advanced so far as ruling over half the earth. Their Mos-
ques, holy shrines, lihraries, und books around the world hears wit-
ness to this fact, But gradually muslims tended to lax in the execu-
tion of their obligations and as the holy Qurtan puts it the hearts
were hardened. The importance of Islam was underestimated and
the direct relationship between its explicit obligations and honour
ol the muslim community soon forgotien,

They recited the verses of the holy Qur'an with perfect and
beautiful articulation but did not pay full attention to the meaning
of its conceplis.

They did not provide for armaments (as a defensive detterant or
to put right a wrong),

- Nor dud they harken 1o the admonition of their Prophet who

said: “he who puts his head to bed Fnowing that a fellow-muslim is in need. is not a
Muslim.™

- Mar did they feel obligated to perform Friday pravers as 11 has
been recommended.

- Nor did they hid unto good doing and forbid dishonour.

- Nor did they defend the oppressed and fght the oppressor,

- Mor.... nor and vet more nor,

But others who were declining, degrading or on the verge of
destruction and would even pay land tax to muslims to benefit from
the prosperity of muslim community learned from the mistakes of
some muslims and observed only a slice of the life-giving injunc-
tions of Islam and heaved themselves up, Injunctions such as:
effort, hard-work, politeness, cleanliness and so on.
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Secrion foves

The question vaised here which 1 have not vet fuund a convincing
answer 1o ist when are Muslims going to eventually wake up and
endea vour o assuge their lost Majesty and grandeur? Were not
they e onee much respected and acclaimed Master of their own
and grand the world over? And Had they not truly gained that Mas-
tership and arandeur from the Blessed and divine! v teachings of
Bslam Did nor then road 1o degradation and SLLPPITC Sshn he_un
Irom the moment they forgor the teachings of their religion? And
is this not because of the fact that peoples other than Muslims act
accarding e the teachings of Islam, whereas the Muslims them
selves have ienored their obligations towards Tslam.

surely the Islim which urges Muslims 1o learn from acrow in gl
ting up carly or conperate like the honevbee ar be <hiamelul ||l-u.
cow and faithtul like o dog will not be hesitant in saving that: Mus-
lims today must learn these qualities from those people who prac-
tice them. This s in fact the very same qualities that the harls
Qur'an and traditions present but have been foreoien

MNow is the time tostart all over again and learn their own lessons
heing exccuted from others who pravice them wmeservedh
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