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Ali lectured on the branches of learning most
suited to the wants of infant commonwealth. Among
his recorded saying are the following: "Eminence in
science is the highest of honours. He dies not who
gives life to learning. The greatest ornament of a
man is erudition”. Naturally such sentiments on the
part of the Master and the chief of the dc—:—é:u:iples
gave rise to a liberal policy and animated all classes
with a desire for learning.

The Mast had himself deciared that who
soever desired to realize the spirit of his teachings,
must listen to the words of the scholar. Who more
able to grasp the meaning of the Master's words
than Ali, the beloved friend, the trusted disciple, the
devoted cousin and son? The gentle, calm
teachings instilled in early life into the young mind
born their fruit"

( The spirit of Islam p.362 by Amir Ali )
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Maree years were silently employed in the
conversion fourteen proselites, the first fruits of his
mission ..... in the fourth year, he assumed the
prophetic office and resolving to impart to his family the
light of Divine truth, he prepared a banquet, a Lamb, as
it is said, and a bowl of milk for the entertainment of
forty guests of the race of Hashem. "Freiends and
Knsmen,"” said Mohammad to the Assembly, "I offer
you and | alone can offer, the most precious of gift, the
treasures of this world and of the world to come. God
has commanded me to call you to His service. Who
among you will support my burden? Who among you
will be my companion and my wazir'? No anwwer was
returned till the silence of astonishment and doubt -and
contempt was at length broken by the impatient
courage of ali, a youth in the fourteenth year of his age
"O prophet! | am the man who so ever rises against
three | shall dash out his teeth, tear out his eyse, break
~ his legs, rip up his belly. QO prophet | will be thy wazir
over them."

Mohammad accepted his offer with transport and
Abu Talib was ironically exhorted to respect the
superior dignity of his son."

(Decline and Fall of Roman Empire Vol. 5th P. 249, by
Gibbon) -
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The persecutors of Mohammad usurped the
inheritance of his children and the champions of
idolatory became the superme heads of his religion and
empire, The opposition of Abu Suphian had been fierce
and obstinate: his conversion was tardy and reluctant,
his new faith was fortified by ecessity and interest.”
(Decline and Fall of Roman Empire vol. 5th. P 285 by

Gibon)
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- "Waliant in battle, wise in counsel, eloquent in
speech, true to his friend, magnanimous to his foes, he
became both the paragon of Moslem nobility and
chivalry and the Solomon of Arabic tradition, aroun
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whose name poems, proverbs, sermonettes and
anecdotes in numberable have clustered His sabre
Dhu-al-Fagar, wielded by the prophet on the
memorable abttle field of Badr has been Immortalized
in words of the verse found engraved on many
medieval Arab sword, "La saifa |lla Zulfagar-Wa-La
Fata lila Ali." (No sword can match Zulfagar andno
young warrior cna compare with Ali),
(History of the Arabs. P. 183 by Hitti)
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(John Davenport)

He was equally celebrated for his
eloquence and valour while his surname of,
"The Lion of God" suficiently attests his
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prowess and renoun of which one, out of

many instances in that at the seige of Khaibar
in 628 A.D.

In Ali we find the example of a brave and
worthy prince than whom a better in not to be
found through out ht Mohammaden world.

(An Essay upon the Caliphat. P. 52 by John
(Davenport)
(10+)
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