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analysis is integrated, harmonized and unified with wahy.  This
intellectual process helps in development of a new epistemic tradition
capable enough 1w meet the challenges of modernity and
modernization.
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[jtihad is sometimes understood as a creation and product of the
age of "rationalism" associated closely with the mu tazilah. Indeed, in
the western intellectual history scientism and rationalism developed as
a reaction to the church authority and prevalent dogmatism of the
theologians in that society, In the Islamic context, the Qur’ n and the
Prophet alavhey assalar wa assalm, asked the believers to apply reason
invariably in all matters, When appointing Mu'‘adh ibn Jabl as his
governor in Yemen, south of Arabia, the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) asked him
how would he judge the matters, Mu‘adh responded by saying that he
will follow al-Qur’ n and the Prophetic sunnaf. The Prophet alayhey
assalar wa assalam followed up on it by asking: if no clear instructions
existed in the Qur’ n and the sunnah what would be done by him?
Mu‘adh responded by saying, [jtahida bi arra’y, "1 will exert my
reason”, The use of jjtihad, consequently, was not a matter of later
development by the rationalists who invented this principle.  The
Prophet alayhey assalar wa assalam, himself advised use of fjtihad as
the process of creation of new knowledge in a variety of fields and
areas.

Creation of new knowledge, modern solutions to modern
problems, makes the mujtahidin a people who lead intellectually,
morally and socially the rest of humanity, Needless to say that talent
to lead intellectually further prepares the environment for the culture of
knowledge. It also makes Muslims a forward looking moderate
wmmah,  However, if the wmmah does not follow the suanah, the
Prophetic command, to do ijithad, the ummah itself and not Islam can
be blamed for it

Fourth, this culture of knowledge makes an effort to establish a
hundred percent literate society. Since every Muslim, male and female
has o exercise an ethical judgement on what is halal and what is
haram, not only to learn and understand the permissible and the
prohibited, but also to fulfil the obligations such as salar (prayer),
zakah (the due), sawm (fasting) and hajf (pilgrimage), every male and
female is obliged to learn the basics.

And lastly. this culture of knowledge while assigning high
priority to teason and rational approaches makes all scientific and
literary knowledge subsidiary to the universally verified revealed
knowledge (wahy). The intellectual enterprise in Islam is deeply
rooted in wahy, revealed knowledge and ma'rifah. Knowledge in final



Religious "belief" in Islam, consequently, is a matter of
reaching a conviction after a thorough process of intellectual
investigation. Ewven the Prophets of Allah, in the Qur' n, are projected
as persons who asked Allah to show them how things work in various
space and time. The Qur’ n refers to a dialogue between Allah and
Prophet Tbrahim alavhey assalat wa assalam. He asks Allah how is
He going to re-assemble the particles of human bodies in the day of
resurrection?  His asking Allah to demonstrate did not. for sure, speak
for his doubting the day of judgement. Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala
honoured his desire and demonstrated to him how the human beings
will be called again to life in the day of judgement. (al-Bagarah 2:260-
261).

The characteristics of this culture of knowledge, o conclude,
may be summarized in five points. First and foremost. Islam values
knowledge as an on-going process of education, this also constitutes
the basic difference between the human beings and other animate
beings. While other animate beings do act in a co-ordinate manner or
follow nature, human beings are to follow reason, 'agl and knowledge,
‘ilm. All animate beings we observe follow nature as determined by
Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala for them. Man, on the contrary, due
freedom of the will, has liberly to follow naturally the guidance fwafy)
from Allah or to act otherwise,

Second, secking knowledge has been made an ethical obligation
on every Muslim male and female by the Qur’ n (Taha 20:114). In
order to live an Islamic life every individual has to know for himself or
herself what is ethically good or bad, therefore, the culture of
knowledge, thus inculcated, assigns socially, a remarkably high place
for a knowledgeable person against one who is just materially rich.

Third, the Qur’_n and the sunnah, both insist, on production of
knowledge through the active process of fjuhad or systematic thinking.
litihad may not be confused with speculative reasoning. [t is a
process of creation of new knowledge founded firmly on the general
guidelines, principles, maxims and illustrations contained in the
Qur’ n and the sunnah. This is why only when verified knowledge
(nusus from al-Owr' n and al-sunnah) is available, no frthad 15 made.
However, where no clear and specific instructions are available in the
first two non-valuable principles of Islamic shari‘ah, scholars {fugaha)
are urged to use syslematic thinking and perform ytihad.




you thep consider”". al-An‘am 6:50. In surah al-Ra‘d the same
question is raised with more force "Say are the blind equal with those
who see or the depth of darkness equal with light". al-Ra’d 13:16 also
Fatir 35:19, Ghafir 40.58.

Those who have knowledge are, conseguently, commissioned
by the Qur’_n to disseminate and share their knowledge with others.
" And before you We sent non but man (o whom We granted revelation
(wafhy), if you realise this not, ask of those who possess the Message
(Knowledge) al-Nahl 16:43,

The cultivation of deep thinking (tafagquh), serious thought
(tadabbur), to take cognizance (tafakkur) and comprehension (tafh_m)
before one acts, is reflected in the Qur' nic terms such as fafakkur,
calling people (o rationalize and admonish. "So Allah sets forth
parables for men, in order that they may receive admonition” [brahim
14:25. The term yatazakkarun (admonition) has been coincidentally
understood in two apparently opposite meaning. While the word dhikr
literally means remembrance (of Allah) in the Qur’ n, when the
Qur’ n refers to ahl al-dhikr it does nol mean people  who
mechanically count names of Allah only verbally or " remember” Him
while seeking spiritual ejaculation. It, on the other hand, means those
who use their intelligence and rational faculty, who relate things in
order to reach valid conclusions about Who is the Creator, Sustainer
and Owner of this universe (refer to al-Qasas 28:47, 46,51, al-Zumar
39:27: al-Dukhan 44:58; al-Nahi! 16:13).

Systematic thinking, use of ijithad and other deductive and
inductive scientific methods are not only encouraged but directed to be
adopted by the Muslim community. Emphasizing importance of the
jihad the Qur’ n instructs the believers to wage it on both fronts, It
explicitly commands Muslims to divide themselves in two groups,
while one may do jihad lo climinate injustice, exploitation, and
corruplion (fitnak) from the society, economy and polity of a people,
the other should fight against ignorance, dogmatism, skepticism and
blind following of customs and traditions. In surah al-Tawbah the
Qur’_n instructs: "Tt is not for the Believers to go forth together if a
contingent from every expedition go forth to devote themselves to deep
study of al-Din  (Livatafaggahu fi al-Din) and admonish people when
they return to them, that thus they (may learn to guard themselves
(against evil)." 9:122,



observance of double ethical standards lies essentially in absence of a
culwre of knowledge, Censoring the human tendency w follow
ancestral traditions without evaluating them rationally, the Qur' n
reminds human beings 10 follow the path of reason in order (0 develop
a unified personality and not to be schizophrenic in personal and social
matters of importance. "Do you enjoin right conduct on the people
and forget (to practice it) yourselves and yet you study scripture? Will
you not understand? (afala ta‘qilunj, al-Bagarah 2:44, There is
hardly one single page of the Qur’_n where this culture of knowledge
and reason (‘agl) is not underscored,

Neediess to say, the survival of a culture depends essentially on
the kind of knowledge it produces. Intellectual leadership, however, is
intrinsically linked with freedom of thought, pluralism and tolerance of
ideas. The Qur’_n, in this respect, insists on tadabbur, deep thought
and pondering, "Do they not then earnestly seek ro understand the
Qur’_n, or is that there are locks upon their hearts?" Muhammed
47:24. I also refers 1o rafakkur, thinking and inellectual
investigation, "(we sent them) on with clear Signs and Scriptures and
We have sent down unto thee the Message, that you may explain
clearly to man what is sent for them, and that they may give thought
(vatafakkarun)" al-Nahl 16:44. It indicates how important it is for the
Qur’_n to see realization of the culture of knowledge and creation of
new knowledge. Those who are knowledgeable are elevated and
declared not equal o those who are not knowledgeable, "Are those
equal, those who know and those who do not know....." al-Zunutr
39:9.

Firm grounding in knowledge is underscored by the Qur’ n in
many places: "And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge (al-
rasikhuna fi-al-‘ilm) say, "we believe in it, the whole of it is from our
Lord...." {al-Imran 3:7). Deep knowledge brings personal conviction,
humbleness and a logical understanding of the meaning and purpose of
life in this world. On the other hand, those who do not master
knowledge and may have hearts and minds yet they do not make use of
these wvital faculties to knmow what is ethically good or bad, are
condemned by the Qur' n. "They have hearts wherewith they
understand not, eyes wherewith they see not, they are like cattle, nay
more misguided for they are heedless (al-ghafilun) al-A'raf 7:179.
These are compared else where by the Qur’ n with those blind 1o the
Truth and Reality, "Can the blind be held equal to the seeing? Will




Nevertheless, ‘agl is not recognized as absolute and final arbiter due to
the confines of the rational process and limitations of human reason.
The Qur’ n does not encourage ascendence of reason to a point where
it may ontologically defeat its very existence as a category. Inviting
human beings to follow rational judgement, freedom of the will and
volition the Qur’ n declares: "Behold in the creation of the heavens
and the earth; in the alternation of the Night and the Day; in the sailing
of ships through the Oceans; for the profit of mankind, in the rain
which Allah sends down from the skies. and the life which He gives
therewith to an earth that is dead; in the beasts of all kinds that He
scatters through the earth; in the change of the winds and the clouds
when they trail like their slaves between the sky and the earth (here)
indeed are signs (ayar) for a people that are wise (ligawmin ya'qgilun).
al-Bagarah 2:164.  Statements, similar 1o it, coniaining appeal to
human wisdom, and reason are repeated frequently throughout the
Qur’ n. These subsume man's judgmental cognitive activity based on
unbiased use of knowledge in a rational process, "Thus does Allah
make clear His signs (ayat) to you in order that you may understand
(La ‘allakuum ta'gilun). al-Bagarah 2:242 (also refer to 2:44, 23:80,
16:67, 10:16, 2:73, 3:118, 30:24, 67:10 and 22:46).

The Culture and Production of Knowledge:

Renunciation of active and responsible use of reason and
intellect by those who mrn out agnostics or blind followers of their
customs and traditions (rabarruy aljahilivyah), ideologies and systems
is challenged frequently by the Qur’ n. A knowledge based culture
where ‘ilm and ma'rifah (knowledge) constitute major difference
between man and angels, even makes man superior (0 angels, through
the symbolic bowing down of angels in front of Adam (alayhey
assalam, al-Bagarah 2:30-34). A knowledge based world view thus
excludes possibility of a mechanical and blind attitude of life for man,
per se, a rational being. Referring to the final judgement n life
hereafter the Qur' n tells us that those who do not use their
intelligence and reason, to find out what is ethically good or bad for
them, prove less than human beings in their conduct. "They will
further say: “Had we but histened or used our intelligence we should
not now be among the Companions of the Blazing Fire". al-Mulk
67:10.

The genesis of imternal conflict which manifests itself in



This is why the verified knowledge (‘ilm al-vagin) and the
Truth (al-hagqq), pro-actively, persuades its followers as well as the
whole of humanity to make best use of cognitive, analytical and
introspective faculties given by Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala.  'The
Qur’_n makes every human being accountable for proper use of one's
audition, vision and introspection, "...,.for surely the hearing, the
sight and the heart, all of those shall be questioned of." al-fyra’ 17:36.
That knowledge through audition (sama’), as well as observation and
experimentation (basarah) and ntegration of these two sources in the
heart and mind of a person is not only desirable but a martter of
responsibility, is obvious from this Qur’ nic injunction. It also
subsumes a relationship of complementarily between the verified
knowledge (wahy) and the verifiable knowledge man gains through
observation, audition and volitional rational process.

Knowledge, Reason and Rationality:

One of the major objectives of the shari‘ah, as it resides in the
Qur’_n and the sunnah is (hifz al-‘agl) or preservation and promotion
of rational attitude, Being able o exercise reason, is one of the basic
requirements for observance of shari‘ah in the life of a person.
Shari‘ah allows all such activities and actions which help in observing
sanity, rationality and a reasonable attitude. Things which cause fusur
(lapse or distortion of reason) are censored and not allowed in the lite
of a Muslim. This is why all that causes swkr (imtoxication,
forgetfulness, or as it were veils reason) is made haram (prohibited) by
Islam. The Islamic principle of preservation of reason (hifz al-'agl) is
not particular to the Muslim wrpmah,.  This and several other basic
principles of the shari‘ah have equal importance and significance for a
non-Muslim whether living in Sydney, Los Angeles, Istanbul,
Tashkent or in Kuala Lumpur.

The Qur' n uses not one but several terms to underscore
application of reason in the decision making process by an individual at
social, political, economic as well as legal levels in a society. It says:
"Do they not travel through the land, so that their hearts (and minds)
may thus learn wisdom (va‘giluna) and their ears may thus learn to
hear? Truly it is not the eyes that are blind, but the hearts which are in
their breasts (and their minds), al-Heajj 22:46.

The persuasion to use ‘agl, reason in analysis of data collected
through empirical tools is paramount throughout the Qur’ n.




mystical can not be required or be relevant for a meaningful sharing
and communication of ma‘rifah for the person of the Prophet nor for
his followers.

2 The public role of a messenger is substantively different from
5 the role of a philosopher, a mystic or one who experiences a gnostic
knowledge. The Greek term gnosis (knowledge) in its pre-Christian
understanding meant knowledge of otherwise hidden truth of total
reality. Historically, it developed into a gnostic dualism that of man
and world, and disunion of man and world or alienation. In a three -
term configuration, man and God, in gnostic thought, appear in the
essence together against the world, but are in fact separated by the

world. @)

The Prophet (p.b.uh.) whatever of the truth and reality 15
known by him through revelation, has (o communicate it to his people.
He is not authorized to withhold, hide, or select from the knowledge
given 1o him. Further he has to make knowledge plain and explicit
ftab'in, bayan,) and not © transform it into esoteric, secretive,

b inexplicable experiential dimensions. Therefore, ma 'rifah for sure is
Fomng  not gnostic of mystical knowledge in the Qur’_n. It on the other

hand. is what is visibly and rationally known or ma‘ruf.

Creation of Knowledge:

Wahy s transcendent objective source and as the verified
knowledge is not a theology or dogma with the Muslim mind. While
human knowledge, based on the means used to acquire knowledge
(sense experience, intellection, intuition, mystical experience and so
an), is verifible through basic assumptions of a system of thought.
There still exists a qualitative difference between the verifiable and the
verified knowledge, The former, if acquired through empirical
experience, can be verified only through tools of empirical system. It
is evident that physical or chemical qualities of an object can not be
verifiable through a gnostic or mystical vision. While wahy being
given by the Ultimate and the Omniscient is already verified before it

r is delivered to human beings or other animate beings. Emanating from
‘ b the Ultimate source of knowledge and containing objective knowledge
= wahy is offered to mankind as transcendent wisdom and as the

substance human mind may use to scrutinize, st and evaluate all other
rational . observational and experiential knowledge.



of Islam in an existing system. Being epistemic in its very nature, this
change leads to a re-definition of the very standards and criterian of
success, development, progress, and quality of life. The new system is
founded on ma'ruf (ethical good) of the individual as well as the
society.

It is also systematic in the sense that it takes its own course in
time to make a total shift from a pre-ethical to an ethical world order.
Being ethical this change is not abrupt but systematic. It follows a
logic of its own.

To begin with the Qur’ n defines the role of the agents of this
social change, the messengers of Allah (p.b.ut) as educators,
Instructors, master trainers, purifiers, men of wisdom and task masters
who initiate social change and cause transformation of the system. In
its terse style the Qur’ n says: "It is He Who has sent amongst the
unlettered a messenger from among themselves to rehearse to thern His
(ayat) signs, to purity them (yuzakkihim) and to instruct them in the
Book and Wisdom, although they had been before in manifest error”
al-Jumu'ah 62:2. In more or less similar words a prayer is reported in
the Qur’_n from the great Messenger of Allah Syedena ITbrahim,
alaihey assalat wa assalam when he was erecting, besides his son
Isma‘il alayhey assalar wa assalam, the foundations of the first ever
built house of Allah, Ka‘bah, in Makkah al-Mukarramal: "Our Lord
send amongst them a messenger of their own who shall rehearse Thy
Signs to them and instruct them with Scripture and Wisdom and purify
them, for Thou art the Exalted in Might the Wise". al-Bagarah 2:19.
(Also refer to al-Tmran 3:164). The profile of a messenger of Allah in
the Qur' n, as it appears, is not of a mystic but a social reformer, a
progressive and forward looking person, a manager of economic,
legal, political and social issues, and an ideal leader in morality and
public ethics.

The primary role of the Prophet (p.b.wh.). indeed. is to
communicate ("balligh ma unzila ‘alavka min rabbika" 5:67) as well
as to purify, let the people grow in servitude, knowledge (ifm and
ma'rifah) excellence and creative activities (ths_n), through an
educative process in which the Messenger offers his own model
conduct and behaviour as an immitatable character. Consequently,
categories of knowledge which by their Very nature are nol
communicable, highly personal and inexplicable and gnostic or




his own words. After using several similies he refers to this
experience as 4 matter of immediate personal, existential experience
(dhaug), taste, "It became clear to me, however, that what is most
distinctive of mysticism is something which cannot be apprehended by
study, but only by immediate experience (dhaug - literally tasting}, by
ecstasy and by a moral change.” (/) The authenticity of mystic
experience, consequently, depends on one’s inner feelings and as such
can not be confirmed and verified through an objective criterion.

The mystic, irrespective of the space and time, consciously
seeks a gnostic and spiritual union with what he regards the Ultimate
Reality or Truth, A Prophet, on the other hand, does not seek nor
struggle to achieve a spiritual or intellectual union with the Ultimate,
He is not concerned about climax of his spiritual journey into a state of
total annihilation of his self, unization with the Holy or the Sacred nor
an enlightenment of the mind where "I" and "thou" loose their
differentiation. Referring to a mystic, Abdul Quddus of Gangoh, Igbal
(d. 1938) gquotes from him "Muhammad of Arabia ascended (he
highest Heaven and returned. I swear by God that if 1 had, reached
that point, T should never have returned.” ¢2) Here one can see the
difference between the nature of mystical and the Prophetic
experience.  While the later is objective, the former is essentially
personal and subjective,  Second the purpose and objective of the
mystical experience and knowledge is essentially the deliverance of the
individual self, persomal enlightenment, and fulfillment. While the
purpose of revelatory knowledge is individual as well as institutional
upliftment (fhsan). purification (tazkivah), and correction (Isigh) of
soctety and state, It addresses itself to a qualiauve social change
(tazkivah wal [slak) through a process of integration of empirical and
revealed knowledge (aslamat al-ma‘rifah) as well as the human
society.

While the mystical knowledge focuses on  personal
enlightenment (of the soul or the mind), the purpose and objective of
wahy is an institutional, systematic and systemic change.  The
knowledge imparted through wehy offers an epistemic shift, a new
world view, a fresh vision of the future,

The social change, thus, originating in the culture of
knowledge envisions a otal transformation of the system. It is not a
matter of partial modification or adaptation of certain ethical teachings



(part) of that wisdom (hikmah) which your Lord has sent on thee (O
Muhammad). ..... “al-Isr_17:39. Also in surah al-A'raf "And, We
sent wahy to Mosses saying: Throw your staff and Lo! is swallowed up
their lying show" 7:117.

This objectivity of wahy, its source and point of origination
being external, and not subject to volition and personal exertion, on the
part of the Prophets of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala, is stressed
repeatedly by the Qur’_n. Towards the end of surah al-4 ‘raf, an ayah
illustrates it further, it says: "If you bring them not a verse they say,
"why have you not got it together;" say: "l but follow what is revealed
to me (ma yuh_ ilaiyyah) from my Lord (min Rabbi) this (al-Qur' n) is
lights (basair) from your Lord and Guidance (huda) and Mercy
(rahmah) for any who has conviction (fman). When the Qur’ n is
read listen to it with attention and pay heed, that you may receive
Mercy" 7:203-204. Here and in many other places such as al-4n‘am
6:19; and 106; Hud 11:36; al-Kahf 18:27; al-Ankabut 29:45: al-Zumar
39:65; Vunus 10:15 and 109, Taha 20:13 and 38; al-Ahzab 33:2) o
mention only a few, the Qur’ n makes it clear that revelation (wahy) is
not inspiration or subjective feelings of the Messengers of Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala. Neither Ibrahim (p.b.u.h.) nor Musa (p.b.u.h.)
or Esa (p.b.u.h.) nor the final messenger of Allah sublanahu wa ra‘ala
formulated, composed or wrote a single statement to be attributed as
wafhy. Even in situations which demanded an immediate response or a
statement from the Prophet (p.b.u.h.) o correct a siwation he could
not, from his own, make a declaration, This was exactly the situation
when his own household was blamed by the hypocrates (munafigun) in
al-Madinah. He did not of his own come up with a statement. Though
it would have taken no more than a few seconds to simply state that
"Your Lord denounces all these rumours”. He waited for several
weeks till the revelation came in surah al-Nur 24:11-12.

Waly, in final analysis, in the Qur' n, remains the most
authentic and verified objective source of knowledge. It should not be
confused with what is known as mystical experience or gnostic
knowledge. A mystic by definition seeks and develops a special
personal relationship with, whatever for him exists as, the Ultimate
Reality, The inumate, intellectual, spiritual, existential or gnostic
relationship, thus created, is so personal and subjective that no words
can express it. Even a jurist, philosopher, and mystic like Abu Hamid
al-Ghazali (1058-1111) can not translate his mystical encounters into




and discover the purpose and message of the ayar, signs of Allah,
spread in nature, in human existence and in history. It also informs
human beings about the realm of the ghayb, facts of the matter, like al-
akhirah (the life hereafter), the day of reckoning (yaum al-givamah or
yaum al-diny, the Rububivyah and the Hakimiyyah and the Qudrah of
Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala as well as His authority to allow ethical
reward and punishment. human being will earn in the life hereafter as
a consequence of their wilful and volitional activities in this world.

The broad catcgories of knowledge, (wahy or al-ma'rifah)
revealed as well as the experiential knowledge acquired through an
interaction of human reason f{agl, fikr, galb) do not include the
knowledge or the capacity to know and grasp the realm of ghayb
which only Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala knows. While revelatory
knowledge (‘ilm of shari‘ah) consists of wahy in its two explicit forms
(the Qur’ n and the sunnah), tafsir, hadith, itihad and figh,
experiential knowledge includes study and examination of ayat (signs
of Allah in the vniverse and human life), empirical, rational, and
logical and scientific knowledge.

To benefit, acquire, and apply these two major categories of
knowledge, is, however, subject to the freedom of the will and human
volition (fduiyar wa al-Kasab). 'This exercise also makes knowledge
an ethical category. Consequently, its acquisition, proper
understanding and application in guiding life becomes part of fhadah
while its rejection and denial becomes an act of dalalah, or volitional
ignorance,

The Subjective and Objective Knowledge:

Rational knowledge acquired through a personal intellectual
encounter 18 one authentic source of information and education for
man. Nevertheless, in final analysis, it remains personal and
subjective.  Revelation (wahy), on the other hand, is an objective
source of knowledge. The Qur’ n tells us that wahy 1s neither a result
of meditation, nor of reflection, or of inspiration. It, on the other
hand, 15 sent by Allah subhanafiu wa ta'ala without any effort on the
part of its recipient (the Prophet). Ewven in situations when a Prophet
may feel urgency of revelation it may take its own course in lime,
Thanks to its objectivity, a Prophet can not expedite the descent of
revelation, nor delay or suppress it. The Qur' n refers to this
objective dimension of wahy in several places, for example, "This is



Classification of Knowledge: The Apparent and the Real:

While declaring that Allah alone has the knowledge of what 1
empirically visible and what exists in reality. though may not be
empirically verifiable, the Qur’ n differentiates between the immediate
and the ultimate knowledge. It says: "He it is Who created the
heavens and the earth in truth. In that day when He said: Be it is. His
word is the truth and His will be the sovereignty on the day when the
trumpet is blown. Knower of the invisible (ghayb) and the visible (al-
shahadak), He is the Wise, the Aware" al-4n'‘am 6:73. Elsewhere
the same is mentioned in a different context. ".....and you will be
brought back to the Knower of the invisible and the visible and He will
tell you what you used to do". al-Tawbah 9:105. This quality of the
knowledge of Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala is also mentioned in around
twelve other places in the Qur' n such as 13:9, 23:92, 32:6, 343,
35:38, 39:46; 59:22, 62:8, 63:18, and 72:26.

The visible world ( lam ashshadah) refers to the world of
experience, observation and experimentation.  Therefore,  for
example, when [ claim to know honesty, truth or conceit of a person, i
is based on my experience and dealing with him. Nevertheless my
knowledge of the shuhud, (verifiable phenomenon), only refers (o my
own empirical experience and existence, (as one who wills,
experiences, observes, and feels). This by no means makes my
knowledge total, conclusive, and absolute. When, for example, |
observe a person in a masjid offering his prayer with concentration and
humbleness, all | observes is, his devotion in the riwal. But my
knowledge of his devotion does not indicate, nor prove, whether his
purpose and intention is to show his piety to others or to please Allah
subhanahy wa ta‘ala alone. The limits of observational knowledge
also speak of the finitude and immediacy of human knowledse while
the ultimacy of knowledge as well as omniscience can only be
attributed to Allah subhanahu wa ta’'ala.

The Category of al-Ghayb:

The knowledge of what is not observable or empirically
verifiable. (al-ghayb), is another category of knowledge which shows
the difference between human knowledge and the knowledge of Allah
subhanahy wa ra‘ala, Wahy or revelation from Allah subhanahu wa
ta‘ala plays a two-fold function. It motivates and persuades human
beings to search, understand, and analyze the observable phenomena




animates, by Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. "And He taught (‘allama)
Adam all the names. then showed them to the angels saying: Inform
Me of the names of these if you are truthful. They said: Be Glorified
we have no knowledge saving that which You have taught us. Lo!
Thou only Thou art the Knower, the Wise". al-Bagarah 2:30-31. The
same is referred to in al-Rahman, avah two where it says, "The
Beneficent has made the Qur'_n known (‘allama al-Qur’_n) 55:2; Al
another place it says: "Teaches man that which he knew not" al-Alag
06:5.

The Qur' n also refers to knowledge given to other animate
beings by Allah subhanahu wa ta‘ala. Specifically it talks about the
honey bee. "And Your Lord taught the Bee (awha) to build its Cells
in hills, on trees and in (man's) habitations; Then to cat of all the
produce (of the earth and follow the way of Your Lord made smooth,
there issues from within their bodies a drink of varying colors wherein
is healing for men. Verily in this is a sign for those who give thought”
al-Nahl 16:68-69, Anyone who investipates in how the honey bee
engineers its honey comb, the size and shape of cells she makes and
the process of making honey for the benefit of mankind shall realize
the truth of the above statement. It can not be a matter of trial and
etror which teaches the Bee to act in this manner all over the world. It
has to be the puidance (hidayah) through revelation, wehy which
icaches her how to be beneficial for the human beings, and to serve
Allah by serving human beings.

Needless 1o say that tawhid, the Oneness and Uniqueness of
Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala is also fully reflected in His aitribute
{sif k) of al-%ilm, transcendent knowledge. ‘The guantum, the quality
and level as well as the profoundness and depth of His knowledge is
not comparable with knowledge of man due to man’s finitude,
temporality and being in the process of becoming. Human intellect,
reason, and logic only defeats its rational basis when it claims to be
total, perfect, ultimate and infinite. To claim what is rationally
established as finite, as the ultimate, does nol seem to be a rational
claim either.

Having touched briefly on certain preliminary aspects of the
meaning of the term knowledge we would like to have a quick look on
some aspects of classification of knowledge in the Qur’ n and try o
understand its relevance with the human history. -
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The meaning of the term Knowledge in the Qur’ n:

The term knowledge or al-‘ilm is one of the basic categories in
the Qur’ n. It refers, first and foremost, to Allah subhanahu wa
la'ala’s own knowledge "Allah is aware that you were deceiving
yourselves....." al-Bagarah, 2:30, in surah al-Maidah, Prophet Jesus
(peace be upon him) is quoted to say ".... Thou knowst what is in my
mind and I know not what is in Thy mind. Lo Thou only Thou art the
Knower of Things Hidden." 5:116; Elsewhere the Qur’ n says: "Are
they then umaware that Allah knows that which they keep hidden and
what they proclaim” 2:77; It further asserts: "He is Allah in the heaven
and in the earth. He knows both your secret and your utterances and
He knows what you earn" al-An‘am 6:3.

‘Over one hundred and fifty places in the Qur’ n refer o the
vast, ultimate and (olal knowledge of Allah subhanahu wa ta'ala of the
objects, events, actions, history and the future. "He is Who created
the heaven and the earth in truth. In that day when He said: Be! it is.
His word 15 the Truth and His will be the Sovereignty on the day when
the trumpet is blown. Knower of the invisible and the visible. e is
the Wise, the Aware". al-dn‘am 6:73;: "He is the Knower of the
invisible and visible, the Great, the High Exalted" al-Ra'd 13:9; "He
is Allah, than Whom there is no other God, the Knower of the
invisible and the visible. He is the Beneficent, the Merciful". al-Hashr
59:22. The quahtative and quantitative uniqueness and transcendence
of Allah’s Knowledge, in these and other places in thie Qur’ n, appears
imposing, clear and dominant.

Knowledge ('ilm) is a major attribute (sifah) of Allah
subhanahu wa ta‘ala, "..... and trust in Allah lo! He is the Hearer,
the Knower" al-Anfal 8:61. The Omniscience of Aliah subhanahu wa
ta'ala, again and again, in the Qur’ n, is focussed as one of His major
attribute.

It is His transcendence in knowledge, as such, which makes
Him Unique in His grip over information, Control over it and His
Capacity to create it and use it as the most definite, true, and valid
means, (wahy), to guide mankind, the best (@hsan) of His creations, to
the right path (sirat al-mustagim).

The Qur’ n also uses this term to refer to specific, defined.
limited and specialized knowledge given 1o man as well as to the other




This is what makes Noorsi, Qutb and Maududi fmams of tafsir in their
own age.

In this century Ustaz fmam Bai‘uzzaman Saeed Noorsi tried o
understand the relevance of the Qur’ n and its message with the
challeniges of materialism, secularism, and cultural colonialism faced
by the Muslim wmmah in Turkey. A similar effort was made by Ustaz
Imam Abul A‘la Maududi in the Pakistan sub-continent, While Ustaz
Sayyed Qutb Shahid tried (o liberate the Arabic speaking world from
the spell of Arab nationalism and westernizaton, while focusing on the
culture of knowledge and crystallization of the message of the Qur’_n,
It is interesting to note that all three had to pay a price for their
services to the Qur’_n and the wnymall, either by being forced to leave
their motherland or be in prison for extended period or by being
excouted. Nevertheless, their message based on the Qur'_n could not
he suppressed. It did help in transformation of the mind, the soul, and
the body of the Muslim wmmah. A new generation of the youth rightly
called by the Sayyeds (Sayyed Qutb and Sayyed Maududi) as "the
Qur’_nic generation” has been able to discover its identity in the shade
of the Qur’_n, This new gencration is actively involved in the process
of Islamic reawakening, in countries of its origin as well as all over the
world. Today there are hardly any Muslim yiulh who are not aware
of the names of these three revivalists of this century, The Rasail al-
Nur of Ustaz Bai‘uzzaman, The Tafhimul Qur’ n of Ustaz Maududi
and the Fizilal al-Qur’ n of Ustaz Quib are among the best sellers and,
major resources, when it comes to know [slam and the Qur’ n, These
works in part or full have also been translated in major languages of
the world including the Turkish language.

This paper makes an efforl (0 concentrale on one smnall aspect
of the vast dimensions of the Qur’ n and its sciences, namely, the
culture of knowledge. While religion, in the west as well as in the east
has been understood as a set of rituals, ceremonies, devotions, belief
and dogma, consequently, an extra rational, if not anti-rational
enterprise. The culture of knowledge, the Qur’ n creates 18 essentially
anti-dogmatic and anti-skeptic in its nature, Its world view, vision of
man, and perspective on the end of history is neither idealistic, nor
materialistic. The new mind thus created is modern in its scientific
thinking vet it does not subscribe to a relativistic skeptic or agnostic
outlook.



The revivalist efforts of a human chain of scholars, statesman,
on this count, can be traced back to early period of the tabi‘in. The
person of activists like Umar bin ‘Abdul Aziz (90-101 H.), in the first
century of Islamic history, is a clear evidence to this fact, Similarly,
the later efforts, whether those of the jurists like fmams Abu Hanifa (d.
150 H.), Malik (d. 179 H.}), Shafi (d. 204 H), Tbhn Hanbal (d. 214 H.),
or Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728 H.) or those of the thinkers like al-Ghazali
(d. 505 H.), or the fore-runners of modern Islamic movements like
Imam Shah Waliullah of Delhi (1702-1762), whether categorized as
modernists, traditionalists, revivalists, even those blamed for
apologetic approach, invariably focus on going back to the Qur’ n and
the sunnah. Their common cause and call, in order to build a new
future for the Muslim wpvnah has been to go back to the Qur' n and
the sunnah.

Unfortunately those unaware of the dynamics of social change
and the futuristic approach of the Qur’ n mistake such movements, o
20 back to the Qur’_n, as going back to 4 simpler society from a more
complex social situation. They subsume the Qur’ nic message had its
conceptual roots in the culture and civilization of the Seventh century
commeon era, and 1o translate the Qur’_nic teachings in contemporary
social policy, one has to adopt customs and ways of a society in which
it was originally revealed. The Qur’ n and the swmnah, on the
contrary, take a progressive and developmental approach in social,
political, economic and legal matters. Their universal principles,
illustrations and modalities offer a scientific basis for new legislation,
interpretation and applications.

The inspiration of this developmental, innovative approach,
calling for going back to the Qur’ n and the sumnah, resides in a
methodological step known as ijtihad. Going back to the Qur’ n and
the sunnah means, in practical terms, to review, revise, and in many
situations to completely disregard the earlier interpretation of the
Qur’ n, the sunnah, the figh (Legal philosophy as well as law) and
tarikh (history).

Confining their enterprise to the Qur’ nic exegesis (fafsir) the
mugtahidin in tafsir ry, throughout these centuries of intellectual
development, to think afresh on the Qur’ nic revelation (wahy) as it
were descending on them in their own historic context. Similarly they
try to understand the sunnah in their own contemporary social reality.
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Though the Fifteenth Century of Islam is often called the
century of the Qur’ n, thanks to the contribution made by Ustaz Imam
Bai‘uzzaman Saeed Noorsi (1873-1960), Ustaz Imam Sayyed Abul
A'la Maududi (1903-1973) and by Ustaz Sayyed Qutb Shahid (1906-
1966) in three major cultural centers of Islamic revival and re-
awakening, namely. Turkey, Pakistan and Egypt. Nevertheless, in a
sense every century of Islam has been, a century of the Qur’ n. The
dynamic message, universal approach, and unique global outlook of
the Qur’ n has played the key role in any and every effort to re-
Juvenate, revive and invigorate the pristine Islamic ethos, tradition and
the way of life. To meet the up-coming challenges of the modernity,
the Muslim mind has always looked into the eternal guidance and
principles couched in the Qur’ n and the sunnah.
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